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TORONTO: The Toronto Maple Leafs had a big
shots advantage and even two more skaters on the
key play. The New Jersey Devils put up the only big
numbers that mattered - on the scoreboard. Brian
Gibbons had a rare 3-on-5 goal, Miles Wood and
Pavel Zacha each scored twice and unbeaten New
Jersey beat Toronto 6-3 on Wednesday night to end
the Maple Leafs’ perfect start.

Blake Coleman also scored, and Cory Schneider
made 47 saves to help New Jersey open 3-0-0 for
the first time since 2014-15. Tied 2-2 after 20 min-
utes, New Jersey scored twice in the second period
despite being outshot 17-12. The key moment came
late in the period after the Devils took two minor
penalties on one play. Rather than Toronto taking
advantage, New Jersey killed off the penalties and
scored short-handed to make it 4-2.

Jake Gardiner was unable to keep the puck in at
the New Jersey blue line and two Devils broke in.
William Nylander’s backcheck swept the puck off
Adam Henrique’s stick, and the puck went off goalie
Frederik Andersen to Gibbons in front. “That’s a
huge one,” Toronto’s James van Riemsdyk said.
Auston Matthews, with his third of the season, cut it

to 5-3 with 6:26 remaining and the Maple Leafs on a
two-man advantage. Van Riemsdyk and Dominic
Moore also scored for Toronto. The Maple Leafs
dropped to 3-1-0. “We didn’t have any snap, we did-
n’t have any juice, we didn’t win any battles,”
Toronto coach Mike Babcock said. “We talked quite
a lot about this game coming up and how it was
going to be. And that’s exactly what I expected. But
I expected us to compete and that didn’t happen.
Hockey’s fair. You get what you deserve. That’s what
we deserved tonight. ... I can’t remember the last
time we played with that kind of effort.”

Van Riemsdyk opened the scoring on a power
play at 8:33 of the first, stuffing the puck past
Schneider. New Jersey answered 34 seconds later
when Wood tipped in Steven Santini’s shot from the
point. Wood scored again 1:38 later, taking advan-
tage of a handling error by Calle Rosen before rip-
ping a shot past Andersen. Moore tied it with 6:27 to
go, redirecting Nikita Zaitsev’s shot as New Jersey’s
Marcus Johansson, serving Stefan Noesen’s instigat-
ing penalty, exited the penalty box.

New Jersey went ahead 3-2 at 9:58 of the sec-
ond on the power play, with rookie Jesper Bratt
finding Zacha left alone in front of goal to complete
a tic-tac-toe passing sequence. Van Riemsdyk was
in the box for slashing. Toronto came into the con-
test having scored 19 goals through its first three
games to start the season, the second-most in fran-
chise history, according to the Elias Sports Bureau.
The 1917-18 team scored 27. The Devils have 16
goals in their three outings, one off the franchise
record set in 1991-92. — AP 

CLEVELAND: These young Yankees were
unshaken, resilient and as tough as the city
they represent. The baby Bronx Bombers
have grown up fast. Didi Gregorius, following
in the October footprints left by Derek Jeter,
homered twice off Corey Kluber as New
York beat the Cleveland Indians 5-2 in Game
5 on Wednesday night to complete its come-
back from a 2-0 deficit in the Division Series
and dethrone the AL champions.

The bend-but-don’t-break Yankees, way
ahead of schedule, staved off elimination for
the fourth t ime in this postseason and
advanced to play the
Houston Astros in the
AL Championship
Series starting Friday
night at Minute Maid
Park. With a blend of
young stars and older
veterans coming up
big, the Yankees
rocked Cleveland and
bailed out manager
Joe Girardi, who failed
to challenge a key call in a Game 2 loss that
threatened to sabotage New York’s season.

“These guys had my back and they fought
and fought,” Girardi said. “They beat a really
good team. What those guys did for me, I’ll
never forget it. “The Yankees went 2-5
against the AL West champion Astros, led by
5-foot-6 dynamo and MVP candidate Jose
Altuve. But none of that matters now to this
group of New Yorkers.

‘Screwed up’ 
After winning twice at home, and after

Girardi said he “screwed up” and felt horrible
about it, the Yankees - with little offensive
help from rookie star Aaron Judge - came

into Progressive Field and finished off the
Indians, who won 102 games during the regu-
lar season, ripped off a historic 22-game win-
ning streak and were favored to get back to
the World Series after losing in seven games
a year ago to the Chicago Cubs. Cleveland’s
Series drought turns 70 next year - baseball’s
longest dry spell.

“Nobody wanted the season to be over,”
Indians manager Terry Francona said. “It
doesn’t wind down, it comes to a crashing
halt. It’s disappointing. We felt good about
ourselves. We made it harder to win, espe-

cially in the last two
games.” The Indians
closed to 3-2 in the
fifth against starter
CC Sabathia before
David Robertson
pitched 2 2/3 hitless
innings for the win.
Yankees closer
Aroldis Chapman,
who faced Cleveland
in last year’s spine-

tingling World Series and signed an $86 mil-
lion free agent contract in December, worked
two innings for the save.

Chapman went to the mound with a three-
run lead in the ninth after Brett Gardner bat-
tled Cody Allen for 12 pitches before hitting
an RBI single, with New York’s fifth run scor-
ing when Todd Frazier raced home on right
fielder Jay Bruce’s throwing error. Gardner’s
gritty at-bat was symbolic of these Yankees.
They wouldn’t give in. “We can win a lot of
different ways,” Gardner said. When Austin
Jackson was called out on strikes to end it,
the Yankees rushed to the mound to celebrate
with a wide-eyed Chapman. An elated Girardi
hugged his coaches. The Yankees became the

10th team to overcome a 2-0 deficit to win a
best-of-five playoff series. New York also did
it in 2001, rallying to beat Oakland - a series
remembered for Jeter’s backhand flip to home
plate. Gregorius, who took over at shortstop
following Jeter’s retirement after the 2014
season, hit a solo homer in the first off Kluber
and added a two-run shot in the third off
Cleveland’s ace, who didn’t look like himself
during either start in this series. 

One win shy of a Series title last year, the
Indians had only one goal in mind in 2017.
They came up short again, and have now lost
six consecutive games with a chance to clinch
a postseason series. The skid dates to last

year’s World Series, when they squandered a
3-1 lead to the Cubs. Cleveland is the first
team in history to blow a two-game series
lead in consecutive postseasons. Everything
was set up for the Indians: Kluber on the
mound, Game 5 at home, sensational setup
man Andrew Miller rested.

The Yankees, though, wouldn’t be denied.
They battled back from a 3-0 deficit in the
first inning of their wild-card game against
Minnesota and then had to overcome a
crushing loss in Game 2, when Girardi’s deci-
sions led to him being booed at Yankee
Stadium. But these Yankees displayed pin-
striped pride. They’re moving on. — AP 

CLEVELAND: Aroldis Chapman #54 of the New York Yankees cele-
brates with teammates after their 5 to 2 win over the Cleveland
Indians in Game Five of the American League Divisional Series at
Progressive Field. — AFP 

Unbeaten Devils
end Leafs’
perfect start 

Yanks complete comeback, 
beat Indians 5-2 in Game 5 

KUALA LUMPUR: Two-time defend-
ing champion Justin Thomas got off to a
shaky start at the CIMB Classic yester-
day with a two-under-par 70, which left
him languishing at the back of the pack.
Australian Cameron Smith, ranked num-
ber 151 in the world, took the lead with
a sparkling eight-under-par 64. Thomas
was in tied 23rd place and other
favorites also fared badly at the PGA
Tour event in Malaysia, with both
Japan’s Hideki Matsuyama and India’s
Anirban Lahiri trailing the leaders.

Thomas is coming off the back of a
breakthrough season during which he
racked up five wins including a maiden
major victory and was named the 2017
PGA Tour Player of the Year. The world
number four is hoping for a third con-
secutive win at the CIMB Classic, and
opened his campaign with three birdies
in the first nine holes at TPC Kuala

Lumpur. But the American, who started
on the 10th, faltered after his promising
start and hit three bogeys, leaving him
to play catch-up against Smith.

It was his second-worst round in his
CIMB Classic career. Smith scored
eight birdies to become the solo
overnight leader. “It was pretty simple
really, hit a lot of good shots today and
made a lot of good putts,” he said.
“Same plan tomorrow. Really smart off
the tee and just try and get in the fair-
way and then really aggressive into the
greens and obviously hole some putts.”

One shot behind Smith are
Thailand’s Poom Saksansin, American
Keegan Bradley and freshly crowned
Tour Championship winner Xander
Schauffele, also from the US.
Schauffele, who hit a course low of 65,
said he had “hit a lot of fairways and
kind of made an easy day out of it”.
India’s Lahiri, in tied eighth place with
a five-under 67, said he was “a little
disappointed”. “Obviously got off to a
red hot start and then couldn’t capi-
talise on the (higher) scoring part of the
golf course,” he said. The golfers could
be in for a tough day Friday, with thun-
derstorms set to descend on Kuala
Lumpur. The $7 million CIMB Classic is
jointly sanctioned by the Asian Tour
and PGA Tour. — AfP 
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