
Weinstein 
allegations swell 
as film industry

faces scrutiny
The avalanche of assault accusations against Harvey Weinstein
grew as more actresses came forward with explosive charges
against the movie mogul, whose lurid behavior has opened a
Pandora’s Box of Hollywood harassment and hypocrisy. The new
claims landed as the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences as well as the Cannes film festival organization
declared the abusive behavior repugnant, but also as film fig-
ures warned that such actions have gone virtually unchecked in
an industry that for years has seen itself in a progressive light.

The Weinstein revelations are just “the tip of the iceberg,”
comedy actor and director Rob Schneider told TMZ. “There’s
not one actress who doesn’t have a story,” he said, adding that
he himself experienced sexual harassment by a male director
when he was younger. Amid the gravity of the situation, the
Academy, which has awarded 81 Oscars to Weinstein films pro-
duced by Miramax and then the Weinstein Company,
announced it would convene a meeting on Saturday to “discuss
the allegations against Weinstein and any actions warranted by
the Academy.”

Weinstein, 65, has denied all charges,
according to a statement from his
spokeswoman Sallie Hofmeister. On
Wednesday she offered “no comment”
when asked about reports Weinstein
was heading to Europe to enter a reha-
bilitation facility. His company, The
Weinstein Company, has insisted it knew
nothing of the mogul’s alleged miscon-
duct. 

But the New York Times reported
Wednesday night that it was in fact aware as far back as 2015 of
settlements paid to three or four women. The Times quoted a
lawyer, David Boies, who represented Weinstein when his con-
tract was up for renewal in 2015. The Times also said that last
week Weinstein sent members of the company board an email
saying they knew about those payoffs. The paper quoted what
it called people who spoke on condition of anonymity about the
confidential communication. 

The scandal has rocked Hollywood, with the list of the
Oscar-winner’s harassment victims also reportedly now includ-
ing Gwyneth Paltrow, Angelina Jolie, Rosanna Arquette and
French actress Judith Godreche. But a new angle to allegations
emerged Tuesday when three women, including an Italian film

star, claimed that Weinstein raped them. The Weinstein
Company board has sacked him, and his wife Georgina
Chapman told celebrity magazine People she was leaving
Weinstein, with whom she has two children.

‘Everyone knew’ 
“I am profoundly devastated. I have lost my wife and kids,

whom I love more than anything else,” Weinstein told The New
York Post, adding that: “I hope one day we can reconcile.” The
latest allegations portray Weinstein as a ruthless sexual preda-
tor, who on at least one occasion sought to engage an actress in

a threesome with another woman. “He
asked us to kiss and she began some
sort of advances upon his direction,”
actress Cara Delevingne, who is also a
fashion model, said in an Instagram post
detailing an encounter at a hotel. When
Delevingne got up to hurriedly leave,
she wrote, “he walked me to the door
and stood in front of it and tried to kiss
me on the lips.”

The bluntest accusation came from
Lea Seydoux, an award-winning

French film star who wrote a devastating first-person account
of her run-ins with Weinstein and others in an industry that
essentially turned a blind eye to the abuse. “That’s the most
disgusting thing. Everyone knew what Harvey was up to and
no one did anything,” Seydoux wrote in The Guardian. She
said she quickly figured out Weinstein’s motives when they
met. “He had a lecherous look. He was using his power to get
sex,” she wrote.—ÅFP

Weinstein 
revelations 

are the tip of 
the iceberg

An impassioned plea for freedom of speech launched Asia’s
biggest film festival yesterday, after a lengthy, damaging row
over artistic freedom that had threatened the future of the
annual event. Internationally acclaimed South Korean director
Shin Su-Won, whose thriller “Glass Garden” opened the 10-
day Busan International Film Festival (BIFF), said restrictions
on expression-and on artists-”should never happen”.

“Freedom of speech should not be trampled upon for any
reason whatsoever,” said Shin, winner of the Canal+ Prize at
Cannes Critics’ Week in 2012 for her short film “Circle Line”.
BIFF has been embroiled in controversy since 2014, when fes-
tival chiefs refused to remove a controversial documentary
about the Sewol ferry disaster from the programme, despite
political pressure. The film-”Diving Bell: The Truth Shall Not
Sink With Sewol”-was critical of the way the administration of
then-president Park Geun-Hye-now on trial for corruption
following her impeachment-had handled the tragedy.

After it was shown, state funding for the 2015 BIFF was
nearly halved and BIFF director Lee Yong-Kwan, who was
instrumental in getting the documentary screened, became the
target of a series of probes by authorities. Lee was forced to
step down in the face of embezzlement charges and was con-

victed of accounting fraud in October last year. Critics said
the case was politically motivated.

It later emerged that the distributor of “Diving Bell” was
among thousands of artists secretly blacklisted by Park’s con-
servative government for voicing “left-wing” thoughts-mean-
ing criticism of the authorities. Speaking before the world
premiere of her film opened the festival, Shin said she believed
the blacklist was “irrational and unreasonable behavior.”
“Even for minor issues some artists were made to suffer. We
must make sure it doesn’t happen again,” she said.

BIFF organizers called for unity among filmmakers follow-
ing their recent troubles and festival founder Kim Dong-ho
was a very visible presence outside the Busan Cinema Centre
as the rain fell Thursday evening, the 80-year-old shaking
hands with every star gathered to walk the red carpet. While
some Korean industry groups have boycotted BIFF this year-
citing reports of continued outside interference-the festival’s
considerable pull in the film world was evident as the likes of
Oscar-winning American filmmaker Oliver Stone and Japanese
superstar Miho Nakayama (“Love Letter”) turned out in sup-
port of the event.

Other noted stars in town for this year’s edition of BIFF

include Oscar-nominated American director Darren
Aronovsky (“Black Swan”) and veteran Hong Kong action
director John Woo, while the local legion was led by opening
ceremony hosts Jang Dong-gun and Im Yoon-ah. BIFF will
screen around 300 films from 75 countries, including 100
world premieres, across its 10-day run.   Early highlights
include the world premiere of Nakayama’s latest film, the Jeon
Jae-Eun-directed romance “Butterfly Sleep”. BIFF continues
until October 21.—AFP 

Busan film festival opens 
with freedom of speech plea

South Korean actor Jang Dong-Gun, right, and actress Im Yoon-Ah,
left, pose on the red carpet during the opening ceremony of the 22nd
BIFF at the Busan Cinema Center in Busan. — AFP

This file photo shows British model and actor Cara Delevingne posing
as she arrives to attend the European premiere of the film Suicide
Squad in central London. — AFP

Battle with Thor
kicks off three
movie arc for
Marvel’s Hulk
Marvel’s big green Hulk may not be getting his own stand-
alone movie but actor Mark Ruffalo, who plays the current
iteration of the superhero, said the character will get a
mini arc within three upcoming Marvel movies. Hulk, the
muscle-bound, larger-than-life green alter-ego of scientist
Bruce Banner, appears in the upcoming “Thor: Ragnarok,”
out in US theaters on Nov 3, as a gladiator trapped on a
futuristic planet and forced to fight Thor. 

The Hulk will also appear in 2018’s “Avengers: Infinity
War” and its sequel, 2019’s yet-to-be-titled Avengers 4.
“We’ve taken the arc of a standalone Hulk movie and put
it into those three movies, consciously,” Ruffalo said.
Ruffalo, who has spent more time as scientist Banner than
as the Hulk in the past two Avengers films, said he relished
the opportunity to be in character as the Hulk for the
majority of “Thor: Ragnarok.” “This movie is about just
breaking free of the forms and rules, and so I got to break
free from what we thought Hulk was to a slightly more
fleshed-out character,” he said. The Hulk, who first
appeared in comics in 1962, has had his own standalone
television shows and movies in the past, notably 2003’s
“Hulk” and 2008’s “The Incredible Hulk” films, both from
Universal Pictures.  —Reuters

Actor Mark Ruffalo and wife Sunrise Coigney arrive for the pre-
miere of the film “Thor: Ragnarok” in Hollywood, California. — AFP
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