
ISLAMABAD: The Pakistani military rescued
a kidnapped US-Canadian couple and their
three children after receiving intelligence
from the United States, Pakistan said yester-
day, nearly five years after the couple was
kidnapped in Afghanistan. American Caitlan
Coleman, her Canadian husband Joshua
Boyle and the children born in captivity were
believed to be held by the Taliban-allied
Haqqani network, which the United States
has long accused Pakistan of not doing
enough to fight.

Coleman and Boyle were kidnapped while
backpacking in Afghanistan in 2012. Coleman
was pregnant at the time, and a video released
by the Taliban in December showed their two
sons born while they were hostages.
Yesterday’s statement from the Pakistani army
was the first mention of a third child. The res-

cue came as Pakistan and the United States,
uneasy allies in fighting Taliban and other
Islamist extremists in the region, are experi-
encing one of the worst lows in relations. 

Pakistan touted the success of the operation
as proof of the strength of the alliance. “The
success underscores the importance of timely
intelligence sharing and Pakistan’s continued
commitment towards fighting this menace
through cooperation between two forces
against a common enemy,” the Pakistani army
statement said. The family was released from
“terrorist custody”.

US intelligence agencies had been tracking
the hostages and on Wednesday shared that
they family had been moved across to
Pakistan through Kurram tribal area border,
the army said. No other details were immedi-
ately available.—Reuters

Afghan civilian
casualties from 
air strikes rise
more than 50%
KABUL: Civilian casualties from Afghan
and American air strikes have risen more
than 50 percent since last year, the United
Nations said yesterday, as troops increase
attacks on militants under a new strategy
announced by US President Donald Trump
in August. As of the end of September, at
least 205 civilians had been killed and 261
wounded this year in air  str ikes in
Afghanistan, UN investigators said in a
quarterly report. 

At least 38 percent of those casualties
were caused by international military
forces, while the majority were attributed
to the Afghan Air Force, which has begun
to conduct more attacks on its own. More
than two thirds of the civilian victims were
women and children, the report said. In
September, US warplanes dropped more
bombs than in any single month since 2010,
driven largely by Trump’s strategy of trying
to reassert pressure on militants after sev-
eral years of drawdown by foreign troops.

A spokesman for the US military com-
mand did not immediately comment on the
report. General Dawlat Waziri, spokesman
for the Afghan Ministry of Defense, reject-
ed the findings and said the government
took civilian casualties seriously. “It is quite
obvious that Taliban and other insurgent
groups cause more civilian casualties,” he
said, adding that insurgents also “use civil-
ians as human shields and hide in residen-
tial areas”. —Reuters

Indian Zoroastrians
say Mumbai metro
will desecrate fire
temples

MUMBAI: Thousands of Indian Parsis
have called for the route of Mumbai’s new
multi-billion-dollar metro to be changed
so trains and commuters don’t pass under
fire temples where the Zoroastrians wor-
ship. More than 7,000 people have signed
an online petition saying that building tun-

nels under two temples, which contain
“holy fire”, would desecrate their sanctity,
forcing nature to exact its revenge. It
claims that part of a tunnel will pass
directly below the “Sanctum Sanctorum
where the holy fire is enthroned” of the
Wadia temple in the south of India’s com-
mercial capital.

The Change.org petition, which has
received upwards of 7,290 signatures
since being posted on Wednesday, says
the fires are “consecrated entities; living
vibrant beings who are intermediaries
between God and mankind”. “To keep
these holy entities safe from physical and
spiritual pollution, they are segregated
from the outside world by magnetic cir-
cuits which are drawn at the time of their
enthronement,” it explains. —AFP
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NEW DELHI: An Indian court yesterday
overturned the conviction of a dentist cou-
ple for the murder of their teenage daughter
and the family servant for lack of material
evidence, their lawyer said. Aarushi Talwar
was found with her throat slit at the family
home in the Delhi suburb of Noida in 2008.
A day later, the body of the servant, Hemraj,
was found on the roof
of the house. A trial
court convicted the
girl’s parents, Rajesh
and Nupur  Talwar,
after police alleged
Rajesh had murdered
his daughter and the
servant  in  a  rage
when he found them
in  a  compromis ing
situation. The couple, both dentists, were
jailed for life.

But a high court overruled the decision
saying it was not satisfied with the evidence
and ordered the couple be freed, their
lawyer Tanveer Ahmed Mir said. “The court
found no forensic or material evidence to
prove that the Talwars had kil led their

daughter,” Mir told reporters outside a
packed courtroom in the northern city of
Allahabad. Both parents had denied the
murder and insisted they were victims of
botched investigations and unfair media
coverage, damaging their defense.

Aarushi’s case was labeled as a kind of
crime more often associated with rural,

conservative parts of
India where “honor
k i l l ings”  are  not
uncommon. Every
twist in the investiga-
tion was extensively
reported by the
Indian press, turning
the  Ta lwars  in to
household  names .
“Finally my family can

lead a dignified life. The court has upheld
the facts and truth,” said Rajesh Talwar’s
sister, Vandana, after the decision. In 2015,
a journalist who covered the murder wrote
a book arguing that the couple were inno-
cent. The double murder case and faulty
probe were  used as  a  theme for  a
Bollywood movie the same year.—Reuters

Indian court acquits dentist 
couple of killing daughter 

Court finds no evidence against parents

ALLAHABAD: Indian lawyer Tanveer Ahmed Mir, center, leaves Allahabad high court after the
acquittal of his clients Rajesh and Nupur Talwar over the 2008 double murder of their
daughter Aarushi and servant Hemraj Banjade in Allahabad. —AFP
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Pakistan rescues US-Canadian couple, 
three children from terrorist custody

PARACHINAR: This file photo shows Pakistani soldiers standing guard at a checkpoint in
Parachinar, capital of the Kurram tribal district.—AFP
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