
Moscow accuses
US of adding
troops in Poland
MOSCOW: Russia’s defense ministry
yesterday accused the US of adding
troops in Poland in violation of an agree-
ment between Moscow and NATO, a
charge the military alliance denied. A set
of US troops were sent to replace anoth-
er group of soldiers in Poland but the
original squadron never left, Moscow
said in a statement which accused the
Eastern European nations of “hysteria”.
The accusat ions  came as  tens ions
between Russia and NATO have soared
to their highest since the Cold War.

The US Third Squadron and Second
Squadron were due to rotate as joint
Russian-Belarusian war games named
Zapad 2017 (West 2017) were taking
place  las t  month , defence min is t ry

spokesman Igor Konashenkov said. “The
Second Squadron arrived in Poland qui-
etly with its military equipment.  And,
during this time, the military equipment
of the Third Squadron did not leave
Poland and the Baltics,” he said in the
statement.

The presence of both squadrons vio-
lated the 1997 NATO-Russia Founding
Act, Konashenkov added. He said the
Zapad military exercises were “accompa-
nied by unprecedented hyster ia  in
European media”, singling out newer
eastern EU members for accusations of
“Russophobia”. “This whole Baltic and
Polish hysteria about a ‘Russian threat’
posed by Zapad 2017 is a fraudulently
played information smokescreen part of
the Pentagon’s operation,” he said. “So
who is, in fact, preparing for aggres-
sion?” Konashenkov asked.

NATO’s  deputy  spokesman Piers
Cazalet dismissed the accusations, saying
that “NATO fully abides by the NATO-
Russia Founding Act.” “Any accusation
that NATO is violating the act or break-
ing its promises, is untrue,” Cazalet said

in a statement. He said NATO’s deploy-
ment of 4,000 troops to Eastern Europe
following Russia’s 2014 annexation of
Crimea and “additional bilateral deploy-
ments by the United States are well
below any reasonable definition of ‘sub-
stantial combat forces’ mentioned in the
NATO-Russia Founding Act.” 

The alliance’s actions are “defensive,
proportionate and fully in line with inter-
national commitments,” he added. The US
embassy in Poland said that the Third
Squadron had replaced the Second, and
that there had been no violation of the
agreement. The embassy said the pres-
ence of American troops was rotational,
with the soldiers replacing each other
every nine months. Polish media reported
that  a  departure  ceremony for  the
Amer ican  so ld iers  took p lace  on
September 29 in Zagan, the southwestern
Polish town where they were stationed.
After Russia’s 2014 annexation of the
Crimean peninsula, the US created a
European Reassurance Initiative that
increased the number of American troops
in Europe. —AFP

Crowds hurl abuse 
at South African 
cannibalism suspects
ESTCOURT: Police fired rubber bullets
and stun grenades to break up crowds
hurling insults at a group of men accused
of cannibalism in a South African farming
town. More than 500 people gathered out-
side the magistrates court in eastern Kwa-
Zulu Natal province yesterday as the men
sat inside, hiding their faces with their
hooded tops and their hands. Authorities
originally charged seven men after police
said one of them had walked into a police
station in August with a human leg and a
hand. Police spokeswoman Col. Thembeka
Mbele told Reuters on Thursday he had
confessed that he was tired of eating
human flesh. The court acquitted three of
the men on Thursday on charges of murder
and conspiracy to commit murder, saying
there was a lack of evidence. —Reuters
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MADRID: Spain celebrated its national day
yesterday with a show of unity in the face of
Catalan independence efforts, a day after the
central government gave the region’s sepa-
ratist leader a deadline to abandon his seces-
sion bid. The country is suffering its worst
political crisis in a generation after sepa-
ratists in the wealthy northeastern region
voted in a banned referendum on October 1
to split from Spain.

To mark the national holiday, Prime
Minister Mariano Rajoy and King Felipe VI
attended a traditional military parade in cen-
tral Madrid. Armed forces marched along
Madrid’s Paseo de la Castellana boulevard to
commemorate the day that Christopher
Columbus first arrived in the Americas in
1492. But events were overshadowed by the
crash of a Eurofighter jet, which went down
on its route back to
base after taking part
in the display, killing
its  pi lot . Separate
pro-unity ral l ies ,
including one by
members of a far-right
movement, were
organized in the
Catalan capita l
Barcelona.

Spanish unity rally 
In Madrid, cheering crowds lined the

streets, waving red and yellow Spanish flags
and some crying “Viva Espana!” as air force
jets and helicopters swooped overhead.
Some teenagers climbed trees to get a better
look as thousands of troops and vehicles
parade through central Madrid. “I love to see
people waving our national flag,” said Beatriz
Trapero, who was watching with her hus-
band. “There used to be a certain shyness in
showing it but now it seems not so much.”

Rajoy has vowed to do everything in his
power to prevent Catalan secession. His gov-
ernment says it is ready to take control of the
region after  Catalan president Carles
Puigdemont’s announcement Tuesday that he
accepted a mandate for  “Catalonia to
become an independent state.” But he quick-
ly asked regional lawmakers to suspend it to
al low for dialogue with Madrid. Rajoy
responded that Puigdemont had until next
Monday to decide if he planned to push
ahead with secession and then until next
Thursday to reconsider, otherwise Madrid
would trigger constitutional steps that could
suspend Catalonia’s regional autonomy.

‘Disobedience, illegality’ 
World leaders are watching closely and

uncertainty over the fate of the region of 7.5
mi l l ion people has
damaged business
confidence, with sev-
eral  l isted firms
already moving their
legal headquarters out
of  Catalonia . The
region itself is deeply
divided on the issue,
with polls suggesting
Catalans are roughly

evenly split on whether to go it alone.
While Puigdemont insists the October 1

referendum gave him a mandate for inde-
pendence and has said he still wants dia-
logue with Madrid, Rajoy has rejected calls
for mediation and refuses to negotiate on
anything until the separatists abandon their
independence drive. “It is not peaceful, it is
not free, it will not be recognized by Europe
and now everyone knows it will have costs,”
he told lawmakers.

Rajoy’s announcement of the deadline
was a preliminary step towards invoking

article 155 of the Spanish constitution, which
allows Madrid to impose control over its
devolved regions-an unprecedented move
that some fear could lead to unrest. “We ask
for dialogue and they answer by putting
art icle 155 on the table. Understood,”
Puigdemont tweeted late Wednesday. 

Far-right demonstrators 
Spain ’s  defense  min is t ry  sa id  the

Eurofighter had crashed around 300 kilo-
meters southeast of Madrid after taking
part in the military show. “Rest in peace,
comrade. Thank you for helping us to cele-
brate the day you have given your life for.
We won’t forget you,” an official ministry
account tweeted, posting an image of the

Spanish flag pinned with a black ribbon.
While separatist leaders say 90 percent of
voters opted to split from Spain in the
banned October referendum, less than half
of the region’s el igible voters actually
turned out.

Several rallies were called Thursday in
Barcelona, inc luding one by far-r ight
activists. Around 150 gathered to march
against secession from Barcelona’s Plaza de
Espana, flanked by Catalan police and wav-
ing Spanish and far-right nationalist flags.
“There has been a coup d’etat,” said a man
who gave his name only as Eduardo. “The
Spanish have to react to defend the nation,”
he to ld AFP. Marchers  chanted:
“Puigdemont, go to jail”. —AFP

Spain marks national day with 
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MADRID: Spain’s “Patrulla Aguila”, the acrobatic demonstration team
of the Spanish Air Force, performs a fly-by during the Spanish National
Day military parade. —AFP
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