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Understanding a people’s language is pivotal to under-
standing how the community thinks and develops its
ideology. Kuwait was a “kout” - a storage place for
goods, rising from humble beginnings. Early on, it had
an independent and tax-free government system made
up of various tribes. Kuwait’s mostly bilingual people
use Turkish, English, Persian and Indian words in their
homes and business meetings without realizing how
much of a “cocktail” their dialect has become. It made
me wonder how much lesser Arabic we use.

Unfortunately, the randomness of our dialect’s for-
mation arouses many parents’ fears and anxiety that the
lack of “Arabness” will damage our religiosity or our
inherent Arabian way of life. Our “rainbow” argot began
as a fusion of multiple languages used by multicultural
merchants, even before the “kout” struck black gold,
mainly due to Kuwait’s coastal nature. Needless to say,
we speak Persian peppered with some Hindi, with a lot
of Turkish sweetness added to the mix. Certainly,

English and French had their effects as well. 
So when a Kuwaiti - whether bedouin or hathari -

points to a window, he will say “jam” or “banjara”,
which are both Persian for “glass” and “window”. When
we hop on our bicycles, we call them “gari”, which is
Hindi for “vehicle”, and when we want to reverse our
cars, we say we are going “geri”, which is Turkish for
“reverse”. Due to the limited space and regulated for-
mat of the newspaper, it is difficult to create an entire
dictionary of non-Arabic words in our dialect, yet if
they are gathered, it would be a 101 in Persian and
advanced course in Turkish, merely for the fact that the
Turkish method of formulating novel Turkish words is
synced with Turkish grammar itself. 

The (J/Ch) principle dictates that if a noun or a verb
is related to a certain individual, it will attribute to the
person by using either (J/Ch) to his name. Baklava,
which is a very famous treat, will become “baklavji”
when its business is associated to an individual; same
for footballji, coffeeji etc, keeping in mind that the
spelling is modified to fit the English pronunciation. And
in Kuwait, we use this very principle                          All
in all, it is my belief that these non-Arabic influences are
seemingly fading away, due to the fact that our educa-
tion system, since the 60s during the oil boom, is giving
more weight to the authentic linguistical nature of
Arabic, while the Ottoman Empire is resting in history
books. Not to mention the technological Arabization of
all the devices that the Arab world has learned to use
and hopefully will soon manufacture. Until now, let us
enjoy the randomness while it lasts.
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KUWAIT: A proposal to ban Filipino domestic helpers
working in Kuwait has not been approved by the Philippine
government, confirmed Philippine Ambassador to Kuwait
Renato Pedro Villa. Speaking with the reporters at the
Philippine embassy in Sadiq area, Villa noted the ban is tied
to the signing of the memorandum of understanding (MoU)
on domestic helper concern and even if it gets approved, it
would only be temporary.

“The House Committee on Overseas Workers Affairs has
called for the temporary suspension but it hasn’t approved
by the congress as yet. Once it is approved they will instruct
us here to implement the ban. We are the implementer-the
embassy,  together with the Department of Foreign Affairs,
Department of Labor and Employment (Philippine Overseas
Labor Office (POLO) and the Overseas Workers Welfare
Administration (OWWA). To date, there is no finality as to
the ban issue,” the envoy stated.

There is no guarantee that the ban will be approved. The
ambassador noted that it was due in part to the continued

maltreatment and abuse of Filipina domestic helpers.
Currently, there are about 250 domestic helpers at the
embassy shelter awaiting repatriation. Most of them are
domestic helpers running way from their sponsors - some
due to maltreatment, unpaid salaries, unfair working condi-
tions, excessive working hours, no day off, or other forms of
abuse or exploitation. Some also run away rather than work
as housemaids. Of the 240,000 total population of Filipinos
in Kuwait 150,000 of them work as domestic helpers.  

The timing of the proposed ban, however, suggests that
Manila may also be concerned by plans in Kuwait for the
establishment of a government-run recruitment agency that
would dictate differing terms - and lower fees - for the
recruitment of domestic helpers. 

Several embassies of labor importing countries, includ-
ing the Philippines and Sri Lanka, have opposed the new
government-backed agency, arguing that the fees it pro-
poses will be too low. Many recruiting firms in both Kuwait
and labor exporting countries do a brisk business and may
bring pressure to bear on governments to prevent the shift
to a government-controlled recruiting process. 
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ISLAMABAD: The State of Kuwait, during participation
in a regional health conference, underscored need to rid
the region of polio and it called for timeframe for effective
combat of tobacco. “The world is waiting to eradicate
poliomyelitis from the region to declare the globe free of
the disease, and it is expected that the number of people
needing assistance products will exceed two billion by
2050,” said Kuwaiti Minister of Health Dr Jamal Al-Harbi,
in a statement before departing the country.  Dr Harbi led a
delegation that actively participated in the 64th session of
World Health Organization’s (WHO) Regional Committee
for the Eastern Mediterranean in Islamabad that concluded
yesterday.

The delegation affirmed support for efforts to eradicate
poliomyelitis from the region in the near future and spot-
lighted efforts by Ministry of Health (MoH) against the dis-
ease that includes organizing awareness campaigns and
annual vaccination of polio.

In a statement during the four-day session, the Kuwaiti

Minister praised efforts by Pakistan and WHO for making
the event a success. He said, “Kuwait is an active member
of EMRO (Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office) and we
are keen not only to exchange the experience but also to
share our success story with other member states.”

In his statement at end of his mission, Dr Harbi congrat-
ulated Pakistani Minister of Health Sara Afzal and Regional
Director for the Eastern Mediterranean Dr Mahmoud Fikri
on the success of the regional meetings hosted by Pakistan
on 9th-12th October.  He expressed his gratitude over
meeting with President of Pakistan, Mamnoon Hussain,
applauded Pakistan’s political commitment to the health
issues where many projects, including Pakistan
Epidemiological Eradication Document; Pakistan Polio
Eradication Document; and Islamabad Declaration of
Assistive Technology and Rehabilitation Devices for the
Disabled, have been signed.

During the four-day conference, the regional director,
Dr Mohammed Fikry praised the presence and interven-
tions of the Kuwaiti delegation including the proposal of
the Minister to prepare a time plan for the region to fight
smoking in accordance with the International Framework
Convention and urged the countries of the region to ratify
the Convention on Illicit Trade in Tobacco.  The organiza-
tion also adopted a proposal by Kuwait delegation to
bring together the ministers of health and ministers of
environment in the region to activate the road map for the
next five years. — KUNA
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