
ROME: It was more target practice for high-scoring Napoli in
a 3-0 win over Cagliari yesterday that extended the southern
club’s perfect record in Serie A. Captain Marek Hamsik ended
his scoring drought, Dries Mertens got his seventh goal in
seven matches and Kalidou Koulibaly also found the net for
the Partenopei.

Napoli has now outscored the opposition 25-5 by produc-
ing at least three goals in each of the club’s Italian league
games this season. Coach Maurizio Sarri’s side was two
points above Inter Milan after the Nerazzurri won 2-1 at last-
place Benevento.

Six-time defending champion Juventus had a chance to
extend its perfect record later at Atalanta. Having finished in
the top three spots in five of the last seven seasons, Napoli is
looking more and more like it could win its first title since
Diego Maradona led the club to its only two Serie A champi-
onships in 1987 and 1990. But Sarri remains cautious. “It’s
been six years that people have been saying we could bother
Juventus but in the end they still win, which means that
they’re still a step above everyone else,” the coach said.
“We’ve played seven matches, which is just 40 days of the
season. Let’s see how things develop long-term. Anyone can
do it for a month, few for six months and only one squad for a
year,”  Sarri added. “I saw signs of growth today but it will be
continuity that will tell us if we’ve really improved.” Hamsik
scored his first of the season four minutes in at the San Paolo
stadium with a low, angled shot after trading passes with
Mertens.

It was Hamsik’s 114th goal in all competitions for Napoli,
moving him within one score of Maradona’s club record.
Mertens earned a penalty and converted the spot kick to

double the advantage before the break and Koulibaly added
another two minutes into the second half from within the box
after a free kick was floated in. Napoli was coming off a 3-1
win over Feyenoord in the Champions League.

BENEVENTO BLUES
Attempting to shake off the label of “worst squad in

Europe’s five major leagues,” Benevento deserved more
against Inter. The southern club hit both the crossbar and
post but couldn’t overcome two early goals from Marcelo
Brozovic, the second of which was a perfectly curled free
kick. Marco D’Alessandro pulled one back for Benevento
before the break with an angled shot that went in off the post
after a slight deflection from Inter goalkeeper Samir

Handanovic. It was Benevento’s second goal this season -
against 18 conceded.

RACIST CHANTS
Fourth-place Lazio came back from a goal down to beat

visiting Sassuolo 6-1 with braces from Luis Alberto and
Marco Parolo, plus goals from Stefan de Vrij and Ciro
Immobile. The match was marred, however, by racist chants
from Lazio fans directed at Sassuolo players Claud Adjapong
and Alfred Duncan. Lucas Castro also had a brace for Chievo
Verona, which overcame an early goal from Giovanni
“Cholito” Simeone in a 2-1 win over Fiorentina. Hellas Verona
scored two late goals for a 2-2 draw at Torino and Spal and
Crotone drew 1-1. — AP
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LONDON: Arsene Wenger celebrated the 21st
anniversary of his arrival at Arsenal in winning style as
the Gunners cruised to a 2-0 victory over Brighton
yesterday. There are many reasons for Arsenal fans to
look back fondly on the day Wenger was hired but,
after several years of underachievement, the
Frenchman finds himself engaged in a fight to restore
his tarnished reputation. It is too early to predict
whether Arsenal can end their 13-year wait to win a
fourth Premier League title under Wenger, but there
were some encouraging signs as Brighton were put to
the sword at the Emirates Stadium.  Nacho Monreal
opened the scoring in the first half before Alex Iwobi,
converting Alexis
Sanchez’s majestic assist,
wrapped up the points
after the interval.
Arsenal’s sixth win from
their last seven matches
in all  competitions
moved them to within six
points of leaders
Manchester City head-
ing into the international
break. Fittingly, Wenger marked his milestone date
with a notable record of his own. Brighton are the 45th
different Premier League club to be defeated by
Arsenal since Wenger took over in 1996, breaking the
record he shared with Manchester United legend Alex
Ferguson.

Just 64 hours after winning at Belarus’s Bate Borisov
in the Europa League on Thursday, Arsenal were back
in action and Wenger freshened up his side by making
nine changes. Wenger this week claimed Arsenal are a
more unified team since the transfer window closed
just after their humiliating 4-0 defeat at Liverpool.

There was ample evidence to support that theory as
his team tore into Brighton right from the start.
Alexandre Lacazette almost gave them the perfect

start after just 65 seconds when his fierce drive flashed
past Albion goalkeeper Mat Ryan, only to cannon back
off a post. Albion striker Tomer Hemed was serving the
first of a three-game suspension, so Izzy Brown started
up front and the youngster went close with a header
from Pascal Gross’s free-kick. That effort aside, it was
one way traffic as Wenger’s men left Brighton trailing
in their wake time and again.

IRREPRESSIBLE 
Sanchez and Iwobi tested Ryan from long-range

before Monreal gave Arsenal the lead in the 16th
minute. Granit Xhaka’s free-kick to the far post was

headed back by
Lacazette and after
Shkodran Mustafi had
his shot cleared off the
line, Monreal chested
down and fired home
from 10 yards. It was
Monreal’s first league
goal for Arsenal since
March 2013 and the
Spanish defender cele-

brated with a fist-pumping roar of delight. Solly March
nearly silenced Arsenal’s cheers moments later when
he unleashed a powerful 20-yard shot that crashed
back off a post. The Gunners should have doubled
their lead before half-time when Brighton defender
Lewis Dunk slipped, putting Lacazette through on
goal. But Lacazette let Brighton off the hook with a
tame shot straight at Ryan, while Aaron Ramsey saw
his low strike repelled by the Australian keeper follow-
ing an incisive Arsenal counter.

Those misses didn’t prove a source of regret as
Sanchez produced a sublime contribution to set up
Iwobi’s first goal since January in the 56th minute.
Exchanging passes in a blur of movement, Ramsey and
Lacazette worked the ball smoothly into Sanchez

inside the penalty area. Faced with three Albion
defenders, Sanchez knew a shot would be blocked, so
he instinctively guided a back-heel towards the
unmarked Iwobi, who had the simple task of firing

home from eight yards. Sanchez was in irrepressible
mood and it took a combined of Dunk and Ryan to
keep out his goal-bound shot, before Sead Kolasinac’s
header was cleared off the line by March. — AFP
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ABU DHABI: Pakistan leg-spinner Yasir Shah
grabbed the key wicket of Dinesh Chandimal to
leave Sri Lanka fighting to avoid defeat after
the fourth day of the first Test in Abu Dhabi
yesterday.  The prolific wicket-taker took 2-25
as Sri Lanka struggled to 69-4, needing a rear-
guard action to save the Test.

Pakistan will be expecting to push for victory
in the opening match of a two-Test series on
the fifth and final day. It was tough to negotiate
spin on a fourth-day Sheikh Zayed Stadium
pitch, but despite a 32nd Test five-wicket haul
for veteran Sri Lankan spinner Rangana Herath,
Pakistan posted 422 to take a slender three-run
lead.  Sri Lanka had made 419 in their first
innings.  At the close, Kusal Mendis was batting
on 16, with nightwatchman Suranga Lakmal on
two, after a day of fluctuating fortunes.  Herath’s
5-93 in 40 overs were well foiled by a brilliant
76 by Test debutant Haris Sohail, as initially it
looked as though Sri Lanka would take a first-
innings lead.

Pakistan then hit back in the second innings
through Shah, who first had opener Dimuth
Karunaratne caught for 10 and then dismissed
first-innings centurion Chandimal, caught at
slip, for seven.  Sohail followed his responsible
knock by claiming Kaushal Silva’s wicket, whom
he trapped leg before for 25, while part-timer
Asad Shafiq had Lahiru Thirimanne for seven.

The 28-year-old Sohail’s impressive Test bow
has come despite a career-threatening knee
injury which required surgery in 2015.  “The last
two years were tough for me as there was a lot
of talk on my injury,” he said. 

“But thankfully I am here and played a
responsible knock. I was under pressure
because we needed to take the lead, so I had to
play a responsible knock which I did.” Earlier in
the day, Pakistan too were struggling at 316-6
and were in danger of conceding a healthy lead
with Herath using all his experience and guile.

The 39-year-old left-arm spinner, who now
has 394 wickets in 84 Tests, gave his team the
much-needed wicket of a resolute Azhar Ali,
luring him into an uppish drive which was bril-
liantly caught at short mid-wicket by a diving
Mendis.

Azhar’s defiant knock of 85 lasted more than
five hours and included four boundaries, but
with his dismissal Pakistan’s hopes of building a
lead looked slim. But Sohail had other ideas as
he added an invaluable 50 for the ninth wicket
with tail-ender Hasan Ali to lift Pakistan from
340-8.  Sohail hit seven fours and two sixes
before holing out to paceman Nuwan Pradeep,
who finished with 2-77.

Hasan’s whirlwind 25-ball 29 featured three
sixes and two fours. The second and final Test-a
day-night affair-will be played in Dubai from
October 6. —AFP

High-scoring Napoli
beat Cagliari 3-0
to stay perfect

NAPLES: Napoli’s Italian striker Lorenzo Insigne (R) eyes the ball during the Italian Serie A
football match Napoli vs Cagliari yesterday at San Paolo stadium in Naples. — AFP

HUDDERSFIELD: Tottenham Hotspur’s Moussa Sissoko scores his side’s fourth goal of the
game during the English Premier League soccer match between Huddersfield Town and
Tottenham Hotspur at the John Smith’s Stadium, Huddersfield, England, yesterday. — AP
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NAGPUR: Opening batsman Rohit Sharma smashed 125 to
guide India to a convincing seven-wicket win against
Australia in the fifth and final one-day international in
Nagpur yesterday, for a 4-1 series victory. Chasing 243,
the hosts cantered to their target with over seven overs
remaining as Australia’s listless bowling attack failed to
pose any serious challenge.

Australia lost the first three ODIs of the series to con-
cede an unassailable 3-0 lead but regained some pride
with a 21-run win in the fourth match at Bengaluru. They
would have wanted to gain some momentum with another
victory ahead of the three-match Twenty20 series, starting
on Saturday, but a clinical performance from India barely
gave them an opportunity.

Sharma and Ajinkya Rahane, who completed his third
consecutive half-century, gave India a rollicking start with
an opening stand of 124 before the latter was out for 61. It
was Sharma’s 14th hundred in the 50-over format and he
brought it up with a massive six over mid-wicket against
paceman Nathan Coulter-Nile. 

The stylish right-handed batsman, who had scored 71
and 65 in the last two matches, hit 11 fours and five sixes in
his 109-ball knock. Sharma and captain Virat Kohli (39)
added 99 in their second wicket partnership to take India
to the brink of victory before both were out caught in the
deep in the same over to leg-spinner Adam Zampa.

Earlier, Australia failed to build on a solid start from
their openers and finished on 242 for nine after winning
the toss and opting to bat. David Warner followed up his
match-winning knock of 124 in the last ODI with a fine 53
and added 66 with Aaron Finch in a brisk opening stand.

All-rounder Hardik Pandya dismissed Finch for 32 to
break the dangerous stand, who had combined in a part-
nership of 231 to set up Australia’s win in the last
encounter. Australia were moving along nicely at 100-1 but

then suffered a mini collapse, losing captain Steve Smith,
Warner and Peter Handscomb in quick succession to be
reduced to 118-4.

India’s spinners pulled back the scoring rate with left-
arm spinner Axar Patel the most devastating, finishing with
three for 38. India pace duo Jasprit Bumrah (2-51) and
Bhuvneshwar Kumar also bowled accurately during the
closing overs to restrict Australia, and made up for their
average opening spells. — Reuters

Sharma’s ton takes 
India to victory
against Australia

NAGPUR: Indian cricket team pose with the trophy after winning the fifth one-day interna-
tional cricket match against Australia at the Vidarbha Cricket Association Stadium in
Nagpur yesterday. — AFP


