
MARSEILLE: A suspected Islamist knifeman killed two
women at the main train station in the French
Mediterranean city of Marseille yesterday before
being shot dead by soldiers on patrol, local officials
and police said. One of the victims had her throat slit
by the assailant, a man with a criminal record believed
to be in his 30s who shouted “Allahu Akbar” (God is
Greatest) at the start of his rampage.

Soldiers serving in a special force known as
Sentinelle set up to guard vulnerable areas in terror-
hit France responded to the
stabbings and shot dead the
attacker, whose identity
remains unknown. “I was on
the esplanade just in front
of the station,” Melanie
Petit, an 18-year-old stu-
dent, told AFP. “I heard
someone shout ‘Allahu
Akbar’ and I saw a man
who seemed to be dressed
all in black.” Heavily armed
police sealed off and evacu-
ated the ornate rail terminus in the bustling heart of
France’s second-biggest city, stopping all train traffic
on some of the country’s busiest lines.

The latest deaths came with France still on high
alert and under a state of emergency following a string
of attacks in recent years by extremists linked to the
Islamic State group or Al-Qaeda. Since 2015, a total of
239 people have been killed in France by jihadists,
according to an AFP count before yesterday’s incident.
After the lunchtime attack, anti-terror prosecutors said
they had opened an investigation into “killings linked
to a terrorist organisation” and the “attempted killing
of a public official”.

Travellers around the station described “controlled
panic” as security forces evacuated passengers and
looked for possible accomplices, while another witness
said white sheets were placed over the bodies of the
victims. “There were police everywhere,” said Francois
Jacquel, a retired traveller who was in a waiting room.

Terror-hit France 
The incident came only days after the Islamic State

group released a recording of what it said was its leader
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi urg-
ing his followers to strike
their enemies in the West.
France has deployed troops
and its air force to the
Middle East and is a leading
partner in the US-led inter-
national coalition fighting IS
in Iraq and Syria, where the
militants are being driven
back.

The country has suffered
several major terror attacks

since 2015, including on satirical magazine Charlie
Hebdo in January of that year followed by an assault on
Paris bars and the Bataclan concert hall by gunmen 10
months later. In Nice in July 2016, 86 people were killed
when an extremist drove a truck into crowds after a fire-
works display on Bastille Day.

But there have also been numerous smaller attacks on
police officers, soldiers or members of the public since
then, sometimes carried out by people with severe psy-
chological problems. Since November 2015, the country
has been in a state of emergency which gives the gov-
ernment and security forces greater powers to combat
extremists and launch anti-terror raids.
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PARIS: Cyclists ride across Place de la Bastille during a ‘car free’ day in
Paris yesterday. — AFP 
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MANCHESTER: Apologizing for a June election when
she lost her Conservative Party’s majority, Prime Minister
Theresa May responded to her critics yesterday by say-
ing she had the right strategy to lead Britain and win a
Brexit deal. May, who has faced calls from within her par-
ty to step down, wants to use the Conservatives’ annual
conference in the northern English city of Manchester
this week to try to reset her agenda, offering money to
students and those people she once described as “just
about managing” in Britain.

In an interview with BBC television, she played down
the rifts among top ministers, saying they were united on
their program and more importantly Brexit. That came a
day after foreign minister
Boris Johnson, perhaps
May’s biggest rival, set
out four personal red
lines in the complex talks
with the EU. “We’ve lis-
tened to the message that
came from that election.
But I’ve been very clear, I
called the election, I led
the campaign, I take my
responsibility and I’m
sorry that some very good members of parliament lost
their seats,” May said in an appeal to those party mem-
bers still angry over the vote.

“What I have is a cabinet that is united in the mission
of this government ... and agreed on the approach that we
took in Florence,” May said about a speech she made in
Italy last month to try to kick-start Brexit talks that had
all but stalled. “Boris is absolutely behind the Florence
speech and the line that we have taken.” Divisions in her
cabinet have broken out into the open, with ministers
using the British media to air their differences on not only
Brexit, but the government’s approach to austerity - with
many in the ruling party concerned about the growing

appeal for the main opposition Labor Party. 
After ministers agreed to seek a transition period fol-

lowing Britain’s departure from the EU in March 2019,
Johnson said on the eve of the conference that this should
last for two years at most; that Britain should not accept
new EU or European Court of Justice rulings during tran-
sition; must not make payments for single market access
when the transition ends; and should not agree to shadow
EU regulations to gain access.

Weakened
Following a Labor conference last week that struck a

triumphant tone, May hopes to fire up thousands of
Conservative members
who feel let down by
what some describe as an
awful election campaign,
when their leader was
dubbed “the Maybot” for
her repetition of catch-
phrases. May is now
dependent on a small
Northern Irish party to be
sure of passing legislation
in parliament, and opinion

polls indicate Labor is a growing threat, persuading rivals
in the party not to try to topple her quite yet.

Before the conference, she unveiled new policies to
extend a program to help people buy their own homes
and a freeze in student tuition fees to try to win back
younger people, who have flocked to support Labor
leader Jeremy Corbyn. But despite pledging to spend bil-
lions of pounds more, May will have to step carefully to
avoid widening divisions in her party, with vocal pro-
Brexit supporters fearful she is going off course in the EU
talks. In a message to them, she said the government was
working on plans should it be impossible to agree a
Brexit deal.  “Government departments are looking to see

Taking on critics, Britain’s May 
vows to deliver policies, Brexit

MANCHESTER: A protestor holds up a placard during an anti-Brexit
march on the first day of the Conservative Party annual conference
yesterday. — AFP 

what changes are needed, what we need to put in place.” 
Her ally and effective deputy, Damian Green, said he

was convinced she could lead the Conservative Party into
the next election in 2022 but she will have a lot to prove
and may struggle to win over voters, who have seen
wages stagnate for nearly a decade as prices rise. “If you

run any organization ... and something goes monumental-
ly wrong, as did the election ... then the buck does have to
stop with that individual,” said Grant Shapps, former
Conservative Party chairman.  “The reality is, every seri-
ous person knows, of course she can’t lead us into the
next election.”— Reuters

PARIS: Parisians were encouraged to roller-blade, bike
or stroll through the City of Light yesterday for a “car-
free” day intended to leave the streets vacant for slow-
er, clean forms of transport.  Yesterday marked the
third time the French capital has experimented with a
car ban, but it is by far the most ambitious with the
zone set aside for pedestrians or cyclists covering the
entire historic heart of the city - 105 square kilome-
ters. “This initiative requires an enormous amount of
preparation,” city mayor Anne Hidalgo told Le Parisien
newspaper yesterday. “Particularly because this year
the zone has been enlarged to the whole of Paris.” 

Hidalgo, a Socialist, was elected in 2014 promising
to tackle pollution in the capital and she has focused
on building new bus and cycle lanes and reclaiming
roads-leading critics to see her agenda as too radical
and anti-car.”What’s it  for?”, grumbled Pierre
Chasseray, the head of the lobby group “40 million
drivers” when asked about the car-free day by AFP.

“It’s just PR to say that cars aren’t good.”  The restric-
tions came into force at 11:00 am local time (0900
GMT) and will  last until  6:00 pm (1600 GMT).
Although billed officially as “The Day without Cars”,
some exceptions apply, meaning the streets are not
completely deserted: taxis, buses and emergency or
social services vehicles are allowed to drive.

Residents who need to use their vehicle to visit an
elderly or handicapped person or with a genuine
emergency are also allowed to ply the streets, though
they must respect a 30 kilometer an hour (20 miles
an hour) speed limit in place. Hundreds of police and
city officials have been deployed to check on drivers,
with fines for unauthorized driving ranging from 90-
135 euros (105-159 dollars). “The aim is simply to
enjoy the city in a different way,” said Paris city
transport official Christophe Najdovski on Friday.
“It’s a day that is meant to be educational, fun and
friendly.”— AFP 

Paris experiments ‘car-free’ 
day across the city

Two women stabbed to death
in Marseille knife attack

Controversial security law 
New centrist President Emmanuel Macron has

vowed to end the state of emergency with a new and
controversial security law that will make many of the
provisions of the emergency regime permanent.
Despite criticism from rights groups that the law
reduces judicial oversight over the actions of the police,
the lower house of parliament is set to vote on a first
draft of the legislation tomorrow. French Interior
Minister Gerard Collomb posted on Twitter that he
would travel to Marseille yesterday, while Prime

Minister Edouard Philippe sent his condolences and
said “we will not lower our guard”.

In August, a man driving a van killed one person and
seriously injured another after ploughing into a bus
stop in Marseille, raising fears of another terror inci-
dent. But doctors said later that the man had severe
mental problems and discounted any terror link. The
soldiers who shot the knifeman yesterday were part of
the Operation Sentinelle force composed of 7,000
troops who guard high-risk areas such as transport
hubs, tourist sites and religious buildings. — AFP 

PM offers young people new policies, money

We will not lower
our guard“ “

MARSEILLE: French police point a gun at a man on the ground (center)
as a stabbed woman is seen (left), while soldiers secure the area follow-
ing an attack yesterday at the Saint-Charles main train station in this
French Mediterranean city. — AFP 

Critics say UK leader 
needs to do more to 

convince doubters


