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BEIRUT: Lebanon’s Hezbollah accused Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s government yester-
day of pushing the region to war in Syria, Lebanon
and the Gaza Strip, and said nowhere in Israel would
be safe if such a conflict were to erupt. Tensions have
risen this year between Iran-backed Hezbollah and
its arch enemy Israel, which last fought a major con-
flict in 2006. Israel has said it would use all its
strength from the start in any new war with
Hezbollah. 

In a speech to followers, Hezbollah leader Sayyed
Hassan Nasrallah said the Israeli government did not
have “a correct assessment of where this war will
lead if they ignite it”, and did not know how it would
end. “They do not have a correct picture about what
is awaiting them if they go to the idiocy of this war,”
Nasrallah said. Israel does not know where such a
conflict would be fought, or who would take part, he
added.

Nasrallah said earlier this year that a future
Israeli war against Syria or Lebanon could draw
thousands of fighters from countries such as Iran,
Iraq, Afghanistan, Yemen and Pakistan, and could
take place inside Israel. Israel is concerned by
Tehran’s steadily increasing influence in the region
during the six-year-old Syrian conflict, whether via
its own Revolutionary Guard forces or the groups it
backs, especially Hezbollah. Nasrallah was speaking
yesterday on the occasion of Ashura, when Shiites
commemorate the slaying of the Prophet
Mohammad’s grandson, the Imam Hussein, at
Kerbala in 680. 

He called on Jews who emigrated to Israel to
“leave and return to the countries from which they
came so they are not fuel for any war that the idiotic
Netanyahu government takes them to”. Were war to
erupt, he said, they might not have long to leave.
“They will have no secure place in occupied
Palestine,” he said. Netanyahu said in August that
Iran was building sites to produce precision-guided
missiles in Syria and Lebanon, with the aim of using
them against Israel.

Tens of thousands of Shiites wearing mourning
black marched through the Hezbollah-controlled
southern suburbs of Beirut to commemorate Ashura,
when Hezbollah rallies supporters around its political

causes. Men with boxes of tissues weaved through
the crowds, handing them to those weeping in
mourning. “All of these crowds are answering
Nasrallah’s call, Hussein’s call, saying we are ready to
give our selves and souls and blood and children and
all we own in sacrifice to this religion,” said Deeb
Hussein al-Annan, whose son was killed fighting for
Hezbollah in Syria in 2014.

“We are defending the cause and our existence
[in Syria],” he added, holding a flag emblazoned with
a picture of his son. 

Hezbollah warns Israel amid 
tension; Shiites mark Ashura

Israel accused of pushing the region to war

BEIRUT: Lebanese Muslim Shiite women affiliated to Hezbollah student move-
ments march during a parade marking Ashura in a southern suburb of Beirut
yesterday. — AFP photos

The group’s role in Syria is the focus of contro-
versy in Lebanon. Hezbollah’s opponents say it has
dragged Lebanon into the conflict. Hezbollah says it
has stopped extremist groups such as Islamic State

from advancing into Lebanon from Syria. Nasrallah
said the battle against Islamic State must continue
“in every place to eliminate Daesh”, using an Arabic
acronym for the group.— Reuters
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KHORRAMABAD: A huge burst of
flame lights up a pre-dawn back-
street, silhouetting the young men
caked from head to toe in brown
mud, as chants for Iran’s most
revered imam rend the air.
Khorramabad, a city of around
400,000 sheltered among the
Zagros mountains of southwestern
Iran, has always done things a little
differently on Ashura, the holiest
day in Shiite Islam. 

Drawing on burial traditions in
their native Lorestan province, the
men cover themselves in mud as a
sign of their grief over the death
over 1,300 years ago of Imam
Hossein, grandson of the Prophet
Mohammed. It is unique to the area,
and adds a slightly more festive
spirit to a religious day that is
known elsewhere in Iran for reduc-
ing the faithful to tears as they
reflect on the tragic injustice of
Hossein’s final stand against rival
claimants to the leadership of
Islam-a battle that remains at the
heart of the split between Sunnis
and Shiites. 

As elsewhere, there are huge
processions in which men whip
themselves rhythmically to pound-
ing drums-though these days the
whips are ceremonial, with the
practice of actually lacerating one’s
back banned by the government
and driven underground. The other
familiar trappings of Ashura-and
the preceding 10-day period of
Moharram-are also present, from
the near-ubiquitous black clothing,
to the stalls that sprout up at every

street corner offering free food and
drinks to passers-by. But in
Khorramabad, there is added mud.
Men-and a very few women-come
out into the street shortly after the
first call to prayer and gather
around sandboxes which they fill
with rosewater to form a mud bath. 

Over the next few hours, thou-
sands of men submerge themselves
in the mud and position themselves
around burning woodpiles to dry,
before proceeding through the
streets. “It goes back to our ancient
traditions,” said Mohammad, a
teacher in his thirties, fresh from the
mud bath. 

“People would rub mud on them-
selves when someone died. The

more the person was loved, the
more mud people would rub on
themselves. Later it was used to
mark the death of Hossein because
he is really dear to people.” 

‘For the people’ 
Chants of “Hossein, Hossein, our

Lord!” take up periodically and the
crowds beat their chests in time to
the religious chants playing over
loudspeakers.  But there are notice-
ably far fewer tears on display here
than in other parts of Iran, and cler-
ics are almost entirely absent for
the muddy sections.  “This is a cele-
bration for the people, it has noth-
ing to do with the authorities,” says
one man on the sidelines. —AFP

ABUJA: President Muhammadu Buhari yesterday railed
against separatists seeking Nigeria’s “dismemberment”
as it marked its 1960 independence from Britain and said
corruption remained the African oil giant’s “number one
enemy”. Buhari, who fought in the 1967-70 Biafran war,
said those seeking to carve up the country had no idea
of the havoc they could potentially wreak. “As a young
army officer, I took part from the beginning to the end in
our tragic civil war costing about two million lives,
resulting in fearful destruction and untold suffering. 

“Those who are agitating for a rerun were not born
by 1967 and have no idea of the horrendous conse-

quences of the civil conflict which we went through,” he
said. “I am very disappointed that responsible leaders
of these communities do not warn their hot-headed
youths what the country went through. Those who were
there should tell those who were not there, the conse-
quences of such folly.” The Indigenous People of Biafra
(IPOB) movement wants an independent state for the
Igbo people who dominate the southeast region.

Tension has been building since October 2015 when
the group’s leader Nnamdi Kanu was arrested and held
in custody until he was released on bail in April this
year. His trial on charges of treasonable felony is
expected to resume this month. The army earlier this
month flooded Abia state with troops, ostensibly as part
of an operation against violent crime, but IPOB suspect-
ed it was an attempt to curb its activities. Supporters
clashed in Abia and neighboring Rivers state, while the
violence threatened to take on a wider ethnic dimension
when unrest flared in the central city of Jos.

Nigeria’s government has since formally proscribed
IPOB as a terrorist organization and accused it of stok-
ing tensions by making false claims online of genocide
against Igbos. —AFP

Mud and mourning as Iranians mark Ashura 

KHORRAMABAD, Iran: Iranian Shiite Muslims sit after
rubbing mud on their body during the ‘Kharrah Mali’
(Mud Rubbing) ritual to mark the Ashura religious cer-
emony in the city of Khorramabad yesterday. —AFP 
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NABATIEH, Lebanon: A Lebanese
Shiite Muslim man takes part in a
flagellation ceremony marking
Ashura in the southern city of
Nabatieh yesterday. 


