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HYDERABAD: Ivanka Trump yesterday pushed busi-
ness leaders to change their attitudes toward women
at an Indian summit where she has drawn mixed
reviews amid criticism over her White House role and
clothes brand. US President Donald Trump’s eldest
daughter stole the show at the summit in Hyderabad,
where Indian officials feted the 36-year-old presi-
dential  adviser with a grand reception usual ly
reserved for heads of state. 

Trump, in her biggest foreign mission yet, urged
India to seize the untapped potential in women and
promoted growing ties between the US and the South
Asia powerhouse in a keynote speech on Tuesday
before Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

She returned to the theme yesterday, stressing
businesses needed to stop thinking about gender
considerations in the workplace as “women’s issues”.

“We are half the population so we need to start
thinking about them as critical issues. We’re seeing an
explosion in women entrepreneurs,” Trump said.

Many attendees at the three-day Global
Entrepreneurship Summit embraced her message,
including calls for India to boost its woefully low rate
of female employment in the fast growing economy.

“She is one of the most powerful women in the
world at the moment so whatever she says does have
an impact,” said Indian social entrepreneur Nishita
Manne. The tech hub of Hyderabad, home to the

Indian operations of Google, Facebook and Amazon,
was bowled over by Trump’s star power, decking the
city in festive lights, colorful murals and billboards
bearing her image.

“Ivanka Trump has a
rockstar quality. She
oozes glamour and
class,” 19-year-old stu-
dent Raj Shekhar told
AFP in the southern
Indian city. “She has lit
up our city with her
presence. She has put
Hyderabad on the global
map.” 

Too much politics  
The visit was clouded

by US media reports
questioning Trump’s clothing line and its supply chain
as well as a snub by Rex Tillerson, the US secretary
of state, who has reportedly refused to send senior
staff with Trump to India. Trump had “failed to
address the brutal reality (that) clothes and shoes
produced by her brand’s suppliers, which outsource
all their production overseas, are often manufactured
under abusive conditions,” Robert Weissman, head of
US-based nonprofit Public Citizen, posted on Twitter.

Others questioned Trump’s credentials to lead such a
summit, disapproving of some overt political messag-
ing about her father’s presidency in scripted remarks.
“I felt she has been talking more about politics than

the real  issues that
women entrepreneurs
have to face. We are not
interested in American
politics or her father’s
policies,” Norma
Uazengisa, an entrepre-
neur from Namibia,
said.

A US business-
woman, who asked not
to be named, said:  “I
feel I can’t relate to her
as an entrepreneur
because I don’t think

she has faced any real obstacles in her life.”
But start-up founder Upasana Makati said it was

crucial to “focus on the positives and leave aside the
controversies for once”. “Her coming here means
everyone is talking about women and entrepreneur-
ship. A dialogue has been set in motion which in itself
is a great start,” she told AFP. Trump left India yes-
terday after a tour of a historic fort built by medieval
rulers on the outskirts of Hyderabad. —AFP

Trump’s daughter pushes business leaders to change attitude towards women

Ivanka a ‘rockstar’ in India, despite flak
HYDERABAD: (Left to right) Karen Quintos, Chief customer officer of Dell EMC, Cherie Blair, Founder of Cherie Blair foundation for women, K T Rama Rao, Minister for IT E&C, Industries and Commerce of Telangana, Ivanka Trump, Advisor to US President and Chanda
Kochhar, Managing Director and CEO of ICICI Bank limited during a panel discussion at the Global Entrepreneurship Summit at the Hyderabad Convention Centre yesterday.—AFP
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A shot in the
arm for US,

India ties

VIENNA: OPEC and Russia look set to pro-
long oil supply cuts until the end of 2018 this
week while signaling that they may review the
deal when they meet again in June if the mar-
ket overheats. With oil prices rallying above
$60 per barrel, Russia has questioned the
wisdom of extending existing cuts of 1.8 mil-
lion barrels per day (bpd) until the end of next
year as such a move could prompt a spike in
US production. Russia needs much lower oil
prices to balance its budget than OPEC’s
leader Saudi Arabia, which is preparing a
stock market listing for national energy cham-
pion Aramco next year and would hence ben-
efit from pricier crude.

Six ministers from OPEC and non-OPEC
oil producers including Saudi Arabia and
Russia were meeting in Vienna yesterday -
one day ahead of a full OPEC gathering - to
review recommendations by their delegates.
On Tuesday, a joint OPEC/non-OPEC com-

mittee recommended extending cuts until the
end of 2018 with an option of reviewing the
arrangement at the next OPEC meeting in
June, three sources from the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Countries said.

“In reality it would be only a three-month
true extension with the review in June,” said
Olivier Jakob from Petromatrix consultancy.
The existing cuts expire in March. Benchmark
Brent and US crude prices declined yesterday
for a third consecutive day although Brent
remained above $63.  The United Arab
Emirates energy minister said on the eve of a
meeting of OPEC and its allies on extending
an oil production cap that he is hopeful a deal
will be reached.

“I am optimistic that this group of commit-
ted countries will come up hopefully today
with a decision that is good for the market,”
UAE Energy Minister Suhail Al-Mazrouei said
yesterday in Vienna. Twenty four countries
agreed at the end of last year to limit their
crude output, which has led to a recovery of
oil prices that fell under $30 per barrel at the
beginning of 2016.

The deal that reduced production by 1.8
million barrels per day has already been given
more time once, and discussions are about
extending it beyond March 2018. Mazrouei,
who met with his Saudi and Kuwaiti counter-

parts earlier yesterday, did not comment on
his discussions. Gulf nations traditionally meet
ahead of OPEC meetings to agree a common
policy.  “We need to meet, there’s nothing I
can tell you now. We need to wait for the
meeting,” he told journalists, referring to the
important technical meeting to be held yester-
day afternoon. That meeting involving minis-
ters from several nations, including major pro-
ducers Saudi Arabia and Russia, was due to
give a recommendation for the main gathering
today. Saudi Arabia may have difficulty, how-
ever, in convincing Russia to agree to extend
the production cuts to the end of 2018, as
Moscow has made it known it feels the rise in
the price of oil is mostly benefitting US com-
panies. Iraqi Oil Minister Jabar Al-Luaibi told
reporters yesterday he also supported a nine-
month extension.  Saudi Energy Minister
Khalid Al-Falih told the opening of the moni-
toring meeting yesterday that cuts needed to
be extended as the rebalancing of oil markets
was not yet complete.

Novak told reporters after meeting Falih:
“We understand that we need to take further
steps to rebalance the market ...  We have a
common understanding (with Falih).”

Debate on Nigeria, Libya
Two sources familiar with OPEC talks said

the group may debate capping Nigerian and
Libyan output at 1.8 million bpd and 1 million
bpd respectively, having exempted the two
countries so far due to unrest and lower-than-
normal production volumes. The production
cuts have been in place since the start of 2017
and helped halve an excess of global oil
stocks although those remain at 140 million
barrels above the five-year average, accord-
ing to OPEC.

Russia has signalled it wants to understand
better how producers will exit from the cuts
as it needs to provide guidance to its private

and state energy companies. 
“It is important ... to work out a strategy

which we will follow from April 2018,” Novak
told the monitoring committee. Iraq’s Luaibi
said there had been little discussion so far on
any exit strategy.

Some Russian producers including
Rosneft, run by an ally of President Vladimir
Putin, Igor Sechin, have questioned the
rationale of prolonging the cuts, saying it will
lead to a loss of market share to US firms,
which are not reducing output. OPEC, which
comprises 14 countries, —Agencies
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VIENNA: (Left to right): Russian energy minister Alexander Novak, Kuwaitís Oil minister Essam Al-Marzouk,
OPEC Secretary General Mohammed Barkindo and OPEC Conference President Saudi Arabia’s Energy
Minister Khaled Al-Falih attend the informal meeting of the OPEC yesterday.—AFP

HYDERABAD: Ivanka Trump speaks during a panel dis-
cussion at the Global Entrepreneurship Summit in
Hyderabad yesterday.—AFP


