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BANGKOK: Syria and Al-Hilal player Omar Khrbin (R) receives the Asian Football
Confederation Men’s Player of the Year award at the AFC Annual Awards in Bangkok
yesterday. — AFP

BANGKOK: Australia and Sky Blue FC player Samantha Kerr (R) receives the Asian
Football Confederation Women’s Player of the Year award at the AFC Annual Awards in
Bangkok yesterday. — AFP
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Khrbin named Asia’s Player of the Year

LONDON: West Bromwich Albion yesterday appointed Alan
Pardew as their new manager following the sacking of Tony
Pulis as the Chinese-owned club seek to pull away from the
Premier League danger zone. The former West Ham,
Newcastle and Crystal Palace boss has agreed a two-and-a-
half-year contract at the club, languishing just two points
above the relegation places.

The West Midlands club sacked Pulis last week after they
went 10 Premier League games without a win-the fifth mana-
gerial casualty in the English top flight this season.

Pardew, who took Crystal Palace to the FA Cup final in May
2016, has not managed since being sacked by the Selhurst
Park club just seven months later. “I’m thrilled with the oppor-
tunity Albion have provided and looking forward to getting to
work with what I consider to be a talented group of players,”
Pardew told the club’s official website.

“The immediate challenge will be to get the results we need
to pull ourselves up the table. But I’m aware that while I’m
joining one of the great, traditional clubs of English football, it
is one determined to go forward in the Premier League.” “It’s
an exciting opportunity to play a part in that ambition.”

The 56-year-old, who is adding his former assistant at
Newcastle, John Carver, to his backroom staff at The
Hawthorns, had widely been expected to be named Albion’s
new manager and he takes over with the club winless in their
past 13 games in all competitions. The Baggies threw away a
2-0 lead to draw 2-2 with Newcastle on Tuesday, although
Pardew was not in attendance. Chairman John Williams said
Albion’s board had reached a unanimous decision to appoint
Pardew following a thorough recruitment process.

“Alan brings the experience of more than 300 Premier
League games and the kind of dynamic leadership from which
our club can benefit,” he said. “We were impressed with what
he had to say and what he has to offer and we are looking for-
ward to an exciting new era under his charge.” Pardew, the
Premier League manager of the year in 2012, has a history of
explosive touchline bustups. In 2014, when Newcastle boss, he
was fined and given a formal warning for headbutting an
opposition player and he had a furious row with Arsenal boss
Arsene Wenger during his time at West Ham. — AFP
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BANGKOK: Omar Khrbin became the first player
from Syria to be crowned Asia’s Player of the Year
yesterday when the Al Hilal striker was presented
with the Asian Football Confederation’s most presti-
gious individual award.

The 23-year-old claimed the title ahead of last
year’s winner, Omar Abdulrahman of the United Arab
Emirates, and China’s Wu Lei, who missed out for
the second year in a row. Khrbin has had an impres-
sive season, scoring 10 times in the Asian Champions
League to finish as the tournament’s top scorer
while also playing a major role as his war-torn

nation narrowly missed out on qualifying for their
first-ever World Cup. “We play and fight to bring
happiness to our people, this is our main target,”
said Khrbin. “We have determination when we play
football, but this is stronger when we have people
who are very hungry for happiness and joy.

“From here I would like to promise Syria fans we
will bring happiness and joy for them at the Asian
Cup finals next year because our people deserve to
be happy.” The award was some consolation after Al
Hilal finished as runners-up to Japan’s Urawa Red
Diamonds in the Asian Champions League final last

weekend, while Syria’s World Cup hopes were ended
by Australia in a playoff.

Australia’s Samantha Kerr took the women’s
award to make up for the disappointment of not
being nominated for the global award by the game’s
governing body, FIFA, earlier in the year. Kerr, who
plays club football for Perth Glory in Australia and
Sky Blue in the United States, finished ahead of
Japan’s Saki Kumagai and Sung Hyang-sim of North
Korea.

“A lot of Australians have previously won the
award, so I’m very humbled to win not only because

the Australians have done well but also because it’s a
great  award and I ’m very excited,”  said Kerr.
Tottenham Hotspur ’s  Son Heung-min won the
International Player of the Year title, which is pre-
sented to players from the confederation who play
outside the continent, for the second time in three
years.

Japan took both of the coaching awards, with
Takafumi Hori claiming the men’s award after guid-
ing Urawa to their first Asian Champions League
title in a decade, while Japan national team coach
Takakura Asako took the women’s award. — Reuters
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LONDON: Everton have appointed Sam Allardyce
as their new manager, ending a long hunt since they
sacked Ronald Koeman last month,  the British press
reported yesterday.

The Daily Mail reported Allardyce had signed an
18-month deal and quoted owner Farhad Moshiri as
saying: “We need a strong leader, he gives us that.”

The former England boss ruled himself out of the
running earlier this month, saying he did not feel the
Toffees were convinced he was the right man.

But after Everton’s pursuit of Watford boss Marco

Silva was met with a firm rebuttal from Vicarage
Road, the club returned to Allardyce.

This will be the 10th English club managerial posi-
tion of the 63-year-old’s career, with Allardyce most
recently having guided Crystal Palace to safety last
season. When he left Selhurst Park in May, Allardyce
said he had no ambitions to take another managerial
job but the chance to turn around the fortunes of the
Merseyside club has apparently lured him back.

Everton are 17th in the table, two points ahead of
West Ham in 18th. David Unsworth has been in tem-
porary charge since Koeman was sacked on October
23 and the under-23s boss had made clear his desire
to take on the job permanently. But during his seven-
game tenure Everton have lost five and won just one.

Everton invested heavily following last season’s
impressive seventh-place finish.

Allardyce has previously led Palace and
Sunderland to safety from precarious situations. His
achievements at the Stadium of Light earned him his

dream job with England but that turned sour after
only one match, with Allardyce stepping down in
September 2016 following a newspaper sting. — AFP
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BRUSSELS: La Liga, which runs the top two divi-
sions of Spanish soccer, believes it can close the gap
in revenues between it and the English Premier
League in the next 10 years with an ambitious plan
to expand its international audience.

Javier Tebas, La Liga’s president, said the Premier
League earned about 40 percent more that the
Spanish league, which draws in some 1.7 billion euros
($2 billion) a year in television rights. “I have no
doubt that within 10 years we will practically be
equal to the Premier League or at least within 10

percent,” he said at the opening of a La Liga office in
Brussels.

The main difference for now was that the British
market itself was bigger than Spain’s. “On an interna-
tional level there is less of a difference, but that’s our
main objective-to get closer to the Premier League,”
Tebas said. La Liga, which already dominates in
Latin America, has now set its sights on gaining
ground in key markets China, India and the United
States, with another eye focused on Africa.

In the past four years, it has set up offices in
Shanghai, Delhi, New York, Johannesburg and Dubai
and had representatives in over 40 countries. It has
also changed the times of fixtures, so that one match
was played earlier to catch viewers in Asia and one
late on Sunday for an audience in the Americas.   

Tebas said La Liga’s biggest advantage relative to
the Premier League was the quality of its clubs and
players. Barcelona’s Lionel Messi and Real Madrid’s
Cristiano Ronaldo have won the Ballon d’Or for
world’s best player for the past nine years and their
clubs the Champions League for the past four years,
with Atletico Madrid also in the final twice.

“This is an aspect we’re working on. We didn’t
have a strategy before,” Tebas said. La Liga was also
looking into the possibility of playing one or two of
its 380 matches per season outside Spain, noting the
success of a pre-season Barcelona-Real Madrid
game in Miami in July. 

“We are thinking about it... The first match abroad
would probably be in the United States,” Tebas said,
adding he hoped a first such match could take place
within two years. While La Liga dreams of greater
foreign riches, Tebas expressed concern that compe-
tition in Europe was being skewed by what he called
state-owned clubs, singling out Qatar-owned Paris St
Germain.

Tebas said the French club could not have paid
the world-record 222 million euro fee to buy striker
Neymar from Barcelona with their own funds, with
state capital distorting the market.

If European governing body UEFA did not take
measures by the end of 2017, Tebas said La Liga
would address its complaint to the European
Commission, which governs competition issues
across the bloc. — Reuters
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