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LONDON: Manchester United cut Manchester City’s
lead at the top of the Premier League to five points as
Ashley Young inspired a 4-2 win against Watford, while
Tottenham’s fading title hopes were extinguished by a
2-1 defeat at Leicester on Tuesday. Young’s first United
goals since May 2016 were followed by an Anthony
Martial strike as United produced a scintillating first
half at Vicarage Road. United’s third consecutive league
win was only secured after a late wobble as Troy
Deeney and Abdoulaye Doucoure struck for Watford
before Jesse Lingard settled
the visitors’ nerves with a
fine solo effort. “It was an
easy match to win comfort-
ably, but at 3-2 the game is
in the balance,” United man-
ager Jose Mourinho said.
“We should be smoking
cigars but then we were in
trouble before Jesse Lingard
had the initiative to kill the
game.” Although United
have closed the gap on City,
Pep Guardiola’s side, looking to make it 12 successive
league victories, can reestablish their eight-point lead
when they host Southampton on Wednesday.

Having provoked the Lewis Dunk own goal that
clinched United’s win over Brighton on Saturday, Young
opened the scoring against his old club in the 19th
minute. Picked out on the edge of the Watford penalty
area by Lingard’s pass, Young smashed his shot into the
bottom corner. Young wasn’t finished yet and the wing-
back doubled United’s lead with another sumptuous
strike six minutes later as his 25-yard free-kick flashed
past Watford goalkeeper Heurelho Gomes.

Martial netted United’s third in the 32nd minute with
a cool finish from Romelu Lukaku’s pass for his eighth
goal of the season. Deeney’s 77th-minute penalty,
awarded for Marcos Rojo’s foul on Roberto Pereyra,
was followed by Doucoure’s strike in the 84th minute,

but Lingard notched United’s fourth two minutes later.
At the King Power Stadium, Tottenham succumbed

to a damaging defeat that leaves them with just one win
in their last five league games. England left-back Danny
Rose was back in the Tottenham team after being
dropped for their previous two league games.

But Rose’s presence did little for Tottenham, who fell
behind in the 13th minute when Jamie Vardy bagged his
100th career league goal. The Leicester striker’s mile-
stone moment arrived with a superb volleyed finish from

Marc Albrighton’s pass.
Riyad Mahrez made it two
majestic strikes for Leicester
in first half stoppage-time
when the Algeria winger
drilled an unstoppable shot
into the top corner.

IMMEDIATE IMPACT 
Tottenham winger Erik

Lamela came on for his first
appearance in 13 months
and made an immediate

impact as his pass teed up Harry Kane to blast in his
16th club goal of the season in the 79th minute.

But Mauricio Pochettino’s fifth-placed team couldn’t
muster an equaliser and last season’s runners-up
remain 13 points behind City. “The first half was a poor
performance and it was difficult to get back into the
game,” Pochettino said. “We feel very disappointed. We
started the game not in the right way. We need to
improve the way we start.” Crystal Palace missed a
chance to move off the bottom of the table as Roy
Hodgson’s side settled for a 0-0 draw at rivals Brighton.

Palace would have climbed to 18th place with a win,
but they were unable to break down Brighton in the
first Premier League meeting between clubs who have
a fierce rivalry despite being separated by 45 miles. In
their first meeting for over four years, south Londoners
Palace picked up their first away league point this sea-

son, while south coast-based Brighton are now without
a win in their last three league games.

West Bromwich Albion blew a two-goal lead as
Newcastle rescued a 2-2 draw at the Hawthorns to
leave the relegation-threatened hosts without a win in
12 league games. West Brom forward Hal Robson-Kanu
broke the deadlock in first half stoppage-time when he

nodded in his first goal since August.
Sam Field got the second in the 56th minute, finish-

ing off Matt Phillips’ cross for his first Albion goal. But
Ciaran Clark’s header reduced the deficit three minutes
later and Newcastle avoided a fifth consecutive defeat
thanks to a Jonny Evans own goal from Matt Ritchie’s
83rd-minute free-kick. —AFP

Young sparkles as United close 
gap, Spurs’ title bid in tatters

Guardiola looking to make it 12 successive league victories
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CAPE TOWN: Egypt have finally found their Holy
Grail, overcoming the disappointment of decades of
heartbreaking failure to reach the World Cup finals for
the first time since 1990.

Qualifying had become an obsessive weight on the
team, whose repeated failures in the World Cup came
in stark contrast to their record-breaking achieve-
ments in the African Nations Cup, where they repeat-
edly won the continental championship.

Egypt reached the African playoffs for the last
World Cup but a 6-1 hammering in Ghana proved yet
another huge setback and when they were paired with
the Ghanaians again in qualifying for the 2018 finals,
more disappointment was anticipated.

But Ghana started the campaign poorly, including
being beaten 2-0 in Alexandria, and Egypt were able
to keep their noses in front in the group, even after
losing in Uganda and producing unconvincing dis-
plays in their last two home matches.

Giddy celebrations followed after qualification was
secured with one game to play, with Mohamed Salah
tucking away a late penalty to beat Congo 2-1 at home
and avoid having to go to Ghana in their last match to
try and secure a World Cup place.

Liverpool’s Salah was the talisman of the cam-
paign, ending as the leading scorer in the African
preliminaries with five goals.  He is among a growing
contingent of English-based players in the side,
including Ahmed Elmohamady of Aston Vil la,
Mohamed Elneny of Arsenal, Ahmed Hegazy from
West Bromwich Albion and the promising Ramadan
Sobhi of Stoke City. —Reuters

Disappointment 
ends as Egypt 
discover Holy Grail

It was an easy 
match to win 
comfortably

DOHA: All eyes will be on the 2018 FIFA World Cup
draw in Russia tomorrow, as the build up to the world’s
biggest sporting event continues. As always, beIN will
have you covered from every angle through its unri-
valled coverage of the draw live from the State Kremlin
Palace in the heart of the country’s capital. 

This edition of the draw will be a historic one with

the inclusion of Egypt, Morocco, Tunisia and Saudi
Arabia. The qualification of four Arab countries is an
achievement unprecedented in the 88-year history of
the tournament.

A total of 32 teams will be placed in four pots based
on their world rankings. Pot 1 will include the seven best
teams in the world along with host nation Russia. Pot 2
will feature the next best eight teams, and so on. A team
will then be drawn from each pot, making up eight
groups. 

beIN will bring you all the action as it happens with
its live and unparalleled coverage available in three dif-
ferent languages. On beIN SPORTS HD11, you can

catch Jan AageFjortoft, David Platt and Trevor
Franciswho will join presenter Angus Scott in the
English studio starting at 5 pm Mecca time. Arabic cov-
erage will be on beIN SPORTS HD1 with French on
HD14. On digital, make sure to follow beIN’s Instagram
page, which will upload a story that takes you through
every step of the journey from start to finish. beIN will
provide fans with 360-degree coverage from the heart
of all the action, including an exclusive look behind the

scenes. Updates can also be found on beIN’s other
social media platforms including Facebook and Twitter,
as well as on the main website and mobile application.

Visit beIN.net/subscribe and pick one of numerous
beIN packages to ensure you don’t miss a thing. That
includes the beIN elite package, which brings you free
CONNECT subscription, beIN’s over the top (OTT)
offering which allows viewers to get all the latest
updates anytime and anywhere.

Four Arab countries 
to feature in FIFA 
World Cup draw

LEICESTER: Leicester City’s English midfielder Demarai Gray (L) vies with Tottenham Hotspur’s English mid-
fielder Dele Alli by Leicester City’s Danish goalkeeper Kasper Schmeichel during the Premier League football
match.— AFP

Resurgent Spain 
showing signs of a 
reconquista in Russia
BARCELONA: Spain’s dramatic fall from champions to a
group stage exit was one of the main stories of the last
World Cup but under Julen Lopetegui they look more like
the side that won three straight international tournaments
between 2008 and 2012. The old guard of Xavi Hernandez,
Xabi Alonso and Iker Casillas, who led Spain to their only
World Cup success in 2010 but had to suffer the team’s fall
from grace at the 2014 finals in Brazil, are gone though the
backbone of their triumph remains.  Andres Iniesta, Sergio
Busquets, David Silva, Sergio Ramos and Gerard Pique
bring a wealth of major tournament experience to
Lopetegui’s side, which has been revitalised by a new gen-
eration of talent including Isco, Thiago Alcantara, Alvaro
Morata plus Real Madrid hotshot Marco Asensio.

Lopetegui was the outside choice to succeed Vicente
del Bosque in 2016 due to his limited experience, earning
the job on the strength of his achievements with the under-
21 side he led to glory at the 2013 European
Championship.

He has proved an inspired choice, however, building a
new-look team with a potent mix of experience and
youthful hunger which swaggered its way through qualify-
ing, winning nine out of 10 games, scoring 36 times and
remaining unbeaten.—Reuters

For the first 
time in 
history

LISBON: European champions Portugal
can be expected to be cautious, efficient
and dependent on Cristiano Ronaldo at
the World Cup, and they will be making no
apologies for that. With the likes of
Ricardo Quaresma, Bernardo Silva, Nani,
Joao Moutinho, and Goncalo Guedes to
call on-not to mention the five-times
world player of the year-there is no short-
age of flair in the squad.

But proudly pragmatic coach Fernando
Santos prefers efficiency to entertainment
and with only one defeat in 24 competitive
matches since he took over in September
2014, not to mention the Euro 2016 title in
the bag, he makes a persuasive case.

“You can only win the European cham-
pionship and the World Cup by playing
well. The concept of what is pretty or not
is something else,” he told Reuters in an

interview earlier this year. At Euro 2016,
his charges they drew all three group
stage matches, beat Croatia in extra-time,
squeezed past Poland on penalties and
finally overcame Wales and France.

After beginning their qualifying cam-
paign for Russia with a 2-0 defeat in
Switzerland, but they ground out nine
successive wins to finish top of their
group on goal difference, beating the
Swiss by the same score in their final
game. Fifteen of their goals came from
Ronaldo who will be competing in his
fourth and, at the age of 33, possibly final
World Cup. Portugal remain hugely
depended on the Madeira-born forward,
who is their most capped player, with 145
appearances, and their record scorer with
79 goals.

With his insistence on taking every free
kick and penalty, and his often angry
reactions when team mates fail to pass
him the ball, Ronaldo is can appear to be a
burden for his team. But statistics suggest
otherwise. 

Since he made his international debut
in 2003, Portugal have reached two
European championship finals, one semi-
final, one quarter-final and a World Cup
semi-final, a remarkable performance for a
relatively small country. — Reuters

Portugal still 
cautious, efficient,
dependent on
Ronaldo

ZURICH: One of the finest generations
of players Switzerland has ever pro-
duced will be at its peak at the World
Cup in Russia, raising hopes that the
team can reach the last eight of a major
tournament after a wait of more than
60 years.

Players such as Ricardo Rodriguez,
Fabian Schaer, Xherdan Shaqiri, Granit
Xhaka and Haris Seferovic are all in their
mid-twenties and already have experi-
ence at a World Cup and a European
championship behind them.

Swiss football is now reaping the
rewards of the hard work done in youth
development a decade ago which tapped
into the potential offered by second-
generation immigrants, many from the
former Yugoslavia.

The first signs were there in 2009
when Switzerland improbably won the
world under-17 championship in Nigeria,
and three members of that squad-
Rodriguez, Xhaka and Seferovic- are
regulars in the current team.

Meanwhile, the old defensive tactics
which bored fans rigid at the 2006 and

2010 World Cups have been thrown out
of the window.  Coach Vladimir Petkovic,
himself born in Sarajevo, always sets out
to dominate the opposition, whoever
they maybe.  Doubts remain, however.
Although Switzerland won 10 out of their
12 World Cup qualifiers, they were flat-
tered by being in a group which included
Andorra, Faroe Islands, Latvia and a
Hungarian side which imploded during
the campaign. They were soundly beaten
by Portugal in Lisbon in one of the only
qualifiers that offered a genuinely stiff
challenge and needed a hugely contro-
versial penalty to scrape past Northern
Ireland 1-0 on aggregate in their play-
off. Xhaka, their midfield general known
as Little Einstein, has a worrying tenden-
cy for misplaced passes and red cards,
captain Stephan Lichtsteiner is perma-
nently on a short fuse and striker Haris
Seferovic often misfires.

The Swiss have reached the last 16 at
their last two major tournaments but
have not made the quarter-finals since
the 1954 World Cup which the country
hosted. — Reuters

Swiss generation approaching
its peak but doubts remain


