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SEOUL: North Korea said it successfully tested a new
intercontinental ballistic missile yesterday in a “break-
through” that puts the US mainland within range of its
nuclear weapons whose warheads could withstand re-
entry to the Earth’s atmosphere. North Korea’s first missile
test since mid-September came a week after US President
Donald Trump put North Korea back on a US list of coun-
tries it says support terrorism, allowing it to impose more
sanctions. 

North Korea, which also conducted its sixth and largest
nuclear test in September, has tested dozens of ballistic
missiles under its leader,
Kim Jong Un, in defiance
of international sanctions.
The latest was the highest
and longest any North
Korean missile had flown,
landing in the sea near
Japan. North Korea said
the new missile reached an
altitude of about 4,475 km
- more than 10 times the
height of the International
Space Station - and flew
950 km during its 53-
minute flight.

“After watching the successful launch of the new type
ICBM Hwasong-15, Kim Jong Un declared with pride that
now we have finally realized the great historic cause of
completing the state nuclear force, the cause of building a
rocket power,” according to a statement read by a televi-
sion presenter. State media said the missile was launched
from a newly developed vehicle and that the warhead
could withstand the pressure of re-entering the atmos-
phere. Kim personally guided the missile test and said the
new launcher was “impeccable”, state media said. He
described the new vehicle as a “breakthrough”.

North Korea also described itself as a “responsible
nuclear power”, saying its strategic weapons were devel-
oped to defend itself from “the US imperialists’ nuclear
blackmail policy and nuclear threat”. The UN Security
Council was scheduled to meet to discuss the launch.
Many nuclear experts say the North has yet to prove it has
mastered all technical hurdles, including the ability to
deliver a heavy nuclear warhead reliably atop an ICBM,
but it was likely that it soon would. “We don’t have to like
it, but we’re going to have to learn to live with North
Korea’s ability to target the United States with nuclear
weapons,” said Jeffrey Lewis, head of the East Asia
Nonproliferation Program at the Middlebury Institute of
Strategic Studies.

‘Threaten everywhere’
US, Japanese and South Korean officials all agreed the

missile, which landed within Japan’s exclusive economic
zone, was likely an ICBM. The test did not pose a threat to
the United States, its territories or allies, the Pentagon said.
“It went higher, frankly, than any previous shot they’ve
taken, a research and development effort on their part to
continue building ballistic missiles that can threaten every-
where in the world, basically,” US Defense Secretary Jim
Mattis told reporters at the White House.

Trump spoke by phone with Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe and South
Korean President Moon
Jae-In, with all three reaf-
firming their commitment
to combat the North
Korean threat.  “It is a sit-
uation that we will han-
dle,” Trump told reporters.
Trump, who was briefed
on the missile while it was
in flight, said it did not
change his administra-
tion’s approach to North
Korea, which has included
new curbs to hurt trade

between China and North Korea. Abe and Moon, in a sep-
arate telephone call, said they would “no longer tolerate”
North Korea’s increasing threats and would tighten sanc-
tions, the South’s presidential office said.

All options
Washington has said repeatedly that all options, includ-

ing military ones, are on the table in dealing with North
Korea while stressing its desire for a peaceful solution.
“Diplomatic options remain viable and open, for now,” US
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said. Other than enforcing
existing UN sanctions, “the international community must
take additional measures to enhance maritime security,
including the right to interdict maritime traffic” travelling
to North Korea, Tillerson said in a statement.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres strongly con-
demned the launch. “This is a clear violation of Security
Council resolutions and shows complete disregard for the
united view of the international community,” his
spokesman said in a statement. China, North Korea’s lone
major ally, expressed “grave concern” at the test, while
calling for all sides to act cautiously. In Moscow, Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov also urged all sides to stay
calm, saying this was necessary to avoid a worst-case sce-
nario on the Korean peninsula.

US East Coast in range?
The new Hwasong-15, named after the planet Mars, was

a more advanced version of an ICBM tested twice in July,
North Korea said. It was designed to carry a “super-large
heavy warhead”. Based on its trajectory and distance, the
missile would have a range of more than 13,000 km (8,100
miles) - more than enough to reach Washington D.C. and
the rest of the United States, the US-based Union of
Concerned Scientists said. However, it was unclear how
heavy a payload the missile was carrying, and it was
uncertain if it could carry a large nuclear warhead that far,
the nonprofit science advocacy group added. 

Minutes after the North fired the missile, South Korea’s
military said it conducted a missile-firing test in response.
Moon said the launch had been anticipated. There was no
choice but for countries to keep applying pressure, he
added. “The situation could get out of control if North
Korea perfects its ICBM technology,” Moon said after a

national security council meeting. “North Korea shouldn’t
miscalculate the situation and threaten South Korea with a
nuclear weapon, which could elicit a possible pre-emptive
strike by the United States.”

The test comes less than three months before South
Korea hosts the Winter Olympics at a resort just 80 km
from the heavily fortified border with the North. North
Korea has said its weapons programs are a necessary
defense against US plans to invade. The United States,
which has 28,500 troops in South Korea as a legacy of the
1950-53 Korean war, denies any such intention.

Last week, North Korea denounced Trump’s decision
to relist it as a state sponsor of terrorism, calling it a “seri-
ous provocation and violent infringement”. Trump has
traded insults and threats with Kim and warned in
September that the United States would have no choice
but to “totally destroy” North Korea if forced to defend
itself or its allies.— Reuters
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News in brief

‘Butt selfie’ at temple
BANGKOK: Thai authorities have fined two American
tourists for public indecency for posing for a “butt selfie”
in front of a famous Buddhist temple, police said yester-
day. The two, who police identified as Joseph Dasilva, 38,
and Travis Dasilva, 36, were arrested late on Tuesday at
an airport in the capital, Bangkok. They were each fined
5,000 baht ($154) for baring their buttocks for a picture
taken last week at Bangkok’s Wat Arun, or Temple of the
Dawn. “The two American citizens have admitted taking
the picture,” district police chief Jaruphat Thongkomol
said. While Thailand has a reputation for racy night life,
the predominantly Buddhist country is deeply conserva-
tive and revealing clothing is frowned upon while public
nudity is considered offensive. 

Passenger train derails 
MADRID: A passenger train derailed in the Spanish
province of Seville yesterday, leaving 21 people injured,
one seriously, according to the Andalusia emergency
services. The medium-distance train was travelling
between Malaga and Seville and slid off the tracks in the
municipality of Arahal due to adverse conditions caused
by heavy rain, a spokeswoman for the national transporter
Renfe said. Andalusia emergency services said earlier
yesterday that they had attended more than 100 incidents
caused by severe weather conditions in the Seville region,
mostly on the roads. Four people were killed and 47 injured
after a train derailed in Galicia in northwestern Spain last
year while some 80 people were killed in Spain’s worst rail
disaster in decades when a high-speed train went off the
tracks and slammed into a wall, also in Galicia.

Turkey hunts 333 soldiers 
ISTANBUL: Turkish police have launched raids in 49
cities to detain over 300 soldiers accused of links to the
group blamed for last year’s attempted coup, state media
reported yesterday. The Istanbul public prosecutor issued
arrest warrants for 360 people as part of a probe into fol-
lowers of US-based Muslim cleric Fethullah Gulen in the
Turkish armed forces, state-run news agency Anadolu
said. Those targeted include 333 soldiers, as well as 27
civilians suspected of being so-called “secret imams” who
are alleged to be in charge of Gulenists in the military.
Two of the soldiers were detained in the northern city of
Zonguldak, Anadolu said. It said they will be taken to
Istanbul where the investigation into the Gulen “struc-
ture” in the military is taking place. Of the 360 sought, 216
were soldiers on active duty, the private Dogan news
agency said. Seven of the suspects sought are pilots.

US ‘serial killer’ nabbed 
TAMPA: US police arrested a suspected serial killer on
Tuesday who faces charges of murdering four people
over a period of several weeks in Tampa, Florida. The
murders took place between October 9 and November 14
in a seven-block area of the city’s working-class Seminole
Heights neighborhood, prompting the offer of a $100,000
reward for information to help solve the case. Howell
Emmanuel Donaldson III, aged 24, was arrested after
police received a tip that he had a firearm at a
McDonald’s fast food restaurant where he worked. Police
Chief Brian Dugan said Donaldson handed a co-worker a
handgun and left the McDonald’s to go to a check-cash-
ing business. 

Trump, Democrats 
spar; government 
shutdown looms
WASHINGTON: US President Donald
Trump clashed with Democratic leaders in
dramatic fashion Tuesday, heaping pres-
sure on Congress to craft a compromise
on federal spending or face a crippling
government shutdown in 10 days. Hours
after the president suggested a funding
deal with Democrats may be impossible,
House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi and
top Senate Democrat Chuck Schumer
pulled out of a planned White House
meeting with Trump that they said would
be fruitless.

“Given that the president doesn’t see a
deal between Democrats and the White
House, we believe the best path forward is
to continue negotiating with our
Republican counterparts in Congress

instead,” the pair said in a statement.
Trump shot back that he was not surprised
the Democrats rejected his offer, saying
they were “very far apart” on several
issues like immigration.  “They’ve been all
talk and they’ve been no action. And now
it’s even worse, now it’s not even talk,”
Trump declared during the meeting, which
went ahead with Republican congressional
leaders-an empty chair on either side of
the president underscoring the absence of
their Democratic counterparts.

Later, after a new North Korean missile
launch, Trump said on Twitter: “it’s more
important than ever to fund our gov’t &
military! Dems shouldn’t hold troop fund-
ing hostage for amnesty & illegal immigra-
tion. I ran on stopping illegal immigration
and won big. They can’t now threaten a
shutdown to get their demands.” The rare
public rejection of White House talks
ratcheted up tensions in Washington over
a 2018 spending bill that must pass by a
December 8 deadline, and served as a
stinging rebuke to a president who often
mocks his rivals on Twitter.—AFP

Anger in UK over 
reported Brexit 
divorce package
LONDON: Brexiteers and europhiles reacted angrily to
reports yesterday that Britain will pay up to 55 billion
euros to leave the European Union, putting pressure on
British negotiators ahead of key talks. London and
Brussels have agreed that Britain will pay between 45 and
55 billion euros ($53-63 billion), according to the Daily
Telegraph. The Financial Times reported Britain would
cover EU liabilities worth as much as 100 billion euros, but
when structured as net payments over many decades that
could drop to less than half that amount.

EU chief negotiator Michel Barnier refused to confirm
the reports, calling them “rumors”. “There is a subject on
which we are continuing to work-despite the claims or
rumors in the press today, that’s the issue of financial
engagements,” he told a security conference in Berlin. Pro-
Brexit supporters reacted with anger to the reports, with
leading campaigner Nigel Farage calling the reported fig-
ure “utterly unacceptable”. “For a sum of this magnitude to
be agreed in return for nothing more than a promise of a
decent settlement on trade represents a complete and total
sellout,” he wrote in the Daily Telegraph. 

Meanwhile, pro-EU Labor lawmaker Chuka Umunna
said the government’s apparent climbdown dispelled pro-
Brexit campaign claims. “This is a whopping great symbol
for the impossibility on delivering Brexit on the terms it
was sold to the British people,” he told BBC Radio 4’s
Today program.  Investors were more optimistic that the
reports heralded a breakthrough, sending the pound 0.5
percent higher against the dollar, a two-month high. The
newspapers said negotiators, headed on the British side by
leading Brexit official Olly Robbins, reached the under-
standing at meetings in Brussels last week.

Deal ‘is there’
An agreement would be a major breakthrough as

Britain prepares for an EU summit in December where it is

hoping to get the go-ahead to start the next phase of talks
on future trade ties with the EU. It would leave two major
areas on which the two sides still do not agree-expatriate
citizens’ rights after Brexit and the future of the Irish bor-
der. “The deal on the money is there,” a senior source
involved in the negotiations told the Telegraph.  “It’s now
the ECJ (European Court of Justice) question and Northern
Ireland that are the outstanding issues ahead of the
Council,” the source said.  One key area of contention is
whether the 3.2 million EU citizens living in Britain will con-
tinue to be allowed to appeal to ECJ jurisdiction or if their
rights will be governed by British courts, as London insists.

So far both sides have avoided publicly declaring a
clear-cut number for what Britain owes the rest of the EU.
Prime Minister Theresa May had offered to cover Britain’s
contributions to its budget in 2019 and 2020 - a total of
around 20 billion euros. That pledge was reportedly dou-
bled to 40 billion euros at a ministerial meeting in London
last week. The Telegraph quoted an EU source with
knowledge of the talks said the text of the financial agree-
ment would allow a “low figure” to be generated for the
British public but would also give the EU the certainty it is
looking for. Asked about the reports, a spokesman for
Britain’s Department for Exiting the European Union said
“intensive talks” are taking place in Brussels this week, and
did not address the divorce bill directly. —AFP

Missile lands in 
Japan exclusive 
economic zone

North Korea’s official Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) shows the test-fire of the intercontinental ballistic missile
Hwasong-14 at an undisclosed location. —AFP 

Fractured French 
Right struggles 
PARIS: A year ago, France’s conservatives appeared head-
ed for the presidency. Now the French right is more frac-
tured than at almost any point in the modern-day Fifth
Republic, leaving one clear winner: President Emmanuel
Macron, a centrist. Over the weekend, a group of Macron-
friendly lawmakers cemented their split from the centre-
right The Republicans party, forming a new party, Agir
(Act). In a further blow to The Republicans, three other
party heavyweights defected to Macron’s Republic on the
Move party.

This comes at a time the far-right National Front party
is riven by internal divisions and fighting a new rival move-
ment set up by one of its own. In two weeks, The
Republicans will elect a new party chief.  The task of who-
ever wins will be to heal divisions and rebuild a party
blown apart by Macron’s election triumph. “The Right is in
the process of breaking apart ... if this goes on we will be
in opposition for 20 years,” Mael de Calan, a rising star in
The Republicans and candidate for party leader, told tele-
vision channel France 2. 

De Calan hit out at those deserting the party. He also
said the frontrunner in the party leadership race, 42-year-
old Laurent Wauquiez, was advocating policies that would
push The Republicans too far to the right-an outcome
which could prompt others to leave. Macron, 39, dynamited
France’s traditional political landscape in the summer, win-
ning the presidency without ever having held office before
and securing a commanding majority in parliament with a
party just over a year old. Macron poached cabinet minis-
ters from both the Socialist Party and The Republicans,
leaving both scrambling for an answer to the former invest-
ment banker’s stunning rise to power. The Socialists of for-
mer President Francois Hollande were particularly hurt.

“Macron destroyed the Left with the presidential elec-
tion and now the target is the Right,” said Frederic Dabi of
pollster Ifop. Both far-left ‘France Unbowed’ leader Jean-
Luc Melenchon and far-right National Front chief Marine
Le Pen are viewed as stronger opponents to Macron, an
Odoxa poll showed at the weekend. —AFP

BERLIN: The EU’s chief negotiator for Brexit Michel Barnier
gestures as he gives a speech during the Deutscher
Arbeitgebertag congress of German Employers’
Associations (BDA) yesterday in Berlin. — AFP

WASHINGTON: US Senate Minority Leader Sen Chuck Schumer (D-NY) and House
Minority Leader Rep Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) participate in a news conference at the
Democratic National Committee headquarters in Washington, DC. —AFP 


