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JUBA: Fifty people were killed in raids by a tribal militia
in eastern South Sudan, a local official said yesterday, the
latest in a series of attacks between rival communities.
Dut Achuek, a state minister, said eight people died in an
attack on Monday in Jonglei state, while a follow-up raid
on Tuesday left “23 women killed and... 19 men killed.”
Most of the victims were civilians whose homes were
burned and livestock stolen, Achuek said. Both attacks,
by armed men from the Murle ethnic group, targeted
Dinkas living in villages around 150 kilometers north of
Bor, the state capital.

Kudumoc Nyakurono, information minister for neigh-
boring Boma state, confirmed the involvement of Murle
militia from the area. “We know that these youth went
there from Boma State,” he said, adding that investiga-
tions were underway to work out the exact circum-
stances of the attacks. Rival pastoralist communities in
South Sudan have a long and bloody history of tit-for-tat
raids in which cattle are rustled and property looted, and
women are commonly raped and children abducted,

adding fuel to revenge attacks. In one of the worst such
cases, over 3,000 people were killed when members of a
well-armed Nuer mili-
tia attacked the Murle
in 2012. 

Civil war in South
Sudan is generating
unseen levels of
domestic violence,
according to a study
released yesterday
showing a reported
increase in the brutali-
ty and frequency of
assaults. Tens of thou-
sands of people have
been killed and a third
of the East African country’s 12 million residents have
been forced to flee since civil war broke out in 2013.
More than half of the South Sudanese women inter-

viewed said they have suffered domestic abuse in their
lives, according to the study by George Washington

University (GW) and the
International Rescue
Committee.

But in wartime, the
assaults have grown more
brutal and frequent, they
told researchers. Most of the
victims pointed to their hus-
bands or partners as the
culprit, while a third said
they had suffered violence
as part of warfare such as
during raids or in refugee
camps. Overall, the rates of
violence against women in

South Sudan was double the global average and among
the highest in the world, the research found. “We are
tired of being raped,” one woman was quoted as saying. 

“We met with the chiefs and raised our concerns - we
have had no response yet.” But half of the women who
reported suffering harm said they kept it to themselves
rather than seek medical help or support. Researchers
attribute their silence to stigma and distrust in the legal
system. “If there is ever going to be long-term peace in
South Sudan, violence against women and girls must be
addressed,” said Mary Ellsberg, lead researcher of the
study and director of GW’s Global Women’s Institute, in a
statement. 

South Sudan gained independence from Sudan in
2011 after protracted bloodshed, then fell into civil war
in late 2013. The study, which included interviews with
about 2,700 women and men, shows a need to supple-
ment aid such as food and medical supplies with
domestic violence prevention, the researchers said.
Globally, one in three women is estimated to have
experienced violence by an intimate partner or sexual
violence by others, according to World Health
Organization estimates.—Agencies 

50 dead in South Sudan tribal raids
S Sudan war seeps into homes, spurring domestic violence

Hamas’ weapons 
may block path to 
Palestinian unity
GAZA: Their faces covered with black bal-
aclavas, AK-47s in hand, militants from
Hamas’s armed wing have become a famil-
iar presence in the Gaza Strip-and for
many that remains a key problem. Hamas,
the Islamist movement that has run the
Gaza Strip for a decade, has been seeking
to end its long feud with Palestinian presi-
dent Mahmud Abbas’s Fatah, but its power-
ful armed wing may prove to be a deal-
breaker. 

The Palestinian Authority is due to take
control of Gaza by Friday under a reconcili-
ation agreement signed in October, but
Hamas is flatly refusing to disarm. Security
control could derail the long-awaited
accord, with Abbas warning he will not
accept a situation akin to Hezbollah in
Lebanon, where the Shiite group’s militia
wields major power. “The weapons of the
resistance are a red line that is non-debat-
able,” Khalil Al-Hayya, deputy head of
Hamas in Gaza, said at a press conference
on Monday.

“These weapons will be moved to the
West Bank to fight the (Israeli) occupation.
It is our right to resist the occupation until
it ends.” The size and strength of Hamas’s
armed wing, the Ezzedine Al-Qassam
Brigades, has been a source of speculation.
Hamas, which seized control of Gaza in
2007 in a near civil war with Fatah, does
not comment on such details. Al-Qassam
membership has been estimated at
20,000-25,000 - roughly the size of the

Czech Republic’s active military personnel,
according to figures cited by the World
Bank. Before a devastating 2014 war with
Israel, militant groups in Gaza were
believed to have a total of some 10,000
rockets, including 6,000 for Hamas, an
Israeli military analysis at the time said.

‘With flowers, with roses’ 
Most were short- and medium-range

rockets with a range of between 20 and
45 kilometers (about 12 to 28 miles), the
analysis said. But there were also a num-
ber of longer-range rockets that could
reach up to 200 kilometers, it said. It is
thought that around half to two-thirds of
the rockets were fired during the war, said
Neri Zilber of the Washington Institute for
Near East Policy, who often writes on
defense issues.

Zilber said it is believed that rocket
arsenals in Gaza have since been rebuilt to
around 10,000 - though with a greater
focus on shorter-range weapons since they
are more difficult for Israel’s missile-
defense system to shoot down. Beyond
those and small arms, militants in the Gaza
Strip are thought to have other weapons
including rocket-propelled grenades, he
said.  Many were likely smuggled through
tunnels. In August, Hamas’s leader in Gaza
Yahya Sinwar said newly improved rela-
tions with Iran had made it the “biggest
supporter” of Hamas’s military wing.

The weapons are key to Hamas’s ideol-
ogy, with officials from the group, labeled a
terrorist organization by the United States
and the European Union, saying they are
needed for defense against Israel.

It does not recognize Israel-unlike the
Abbas-led Palestine Liberation
Organization-and has fought three wars
against it since taking power in the Gaza

Strip. “When Israel occupied Palestine,
Israel did not come with flowers, with ros-
es,” said Gaza-based academic Asad Abu
Shark. “We have to have arms in order to
defend.” Israel says that Hamas is deter-
mined to attack it, and in October its forces
blew up a tunnel stretching from Gaza into
its territory, resulting in the deaths of 12
Palestinian militants. Such tunnels have
been previously used for attacks.

‘Division will remain’ 
But Hamas’s armed resistance has

recently run up against other pressures in
the Palestinian enclave of some two million

people. Under an Israeli blockade for more
than a decade and with its border with
Egypt kept largely closed in recent years,
Gaza has seen worsening humanitarian
conditions. Abbas has piled further pres-
sure with punitive measures against
Hamas, including cutting electricity pay-
ments, worsening an already severe power
shortage. Hamas has sought help from
Cairo-hoping to have the Rafah border
with Egypt opened-and has faced pres-
sure to pursue reconciliation in return.  A
deal mediated by Egypt was signed on
October 12, though it lacks details on
security control.—AFP

Indian serial 
thief steals 
120 hotel TVs
NEW DELHI: Indian police have detained a man
who stole 120 TV sets from hotels over four months,
officials said yesterday. Vasudev Nanaiah booked
into budget hotels in states across southern India
with oversized bags to put the televisions in when he
left.  If the room television did not fit his bag, the 34-
year-old Nanaiah would go out to a local market to
buy a bigger suitcase, police alleged.  Hotel staff
never suspected him as he was very well behaved.
Nanaiah also paid a small advance sum and told staff
he would be staying for several days but generally
left early, Chetan Singh Rathor, deputy commission-
er of Bangalore police said.

“We arrested him earlier this month when he
was trying to sell TV sets to a shopkeeper, who
alerted the police,” he added. The police say that
they recovered around 20 stolen TVs and found
that he had left about two dozen cases in neighbor-
ing Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh states believed
to have been used in the theft of about 100 other
TVs over the past four months. Nanaiah told offi-
cials that he stole TVs because it was “relatively
low risk and easy”, according to police. “He said
that his recent thefts went to fund his lawyer and
legal fees for previous TV theft charges in different
courts,” Rathor said.— AFP 

YUMBE: A South Sudanese refugee washes clothes at the Bidibidi refugee settlement in the Northern District of Yumbe, Uganda. The vast Bidibidi settle-
ment in far northern Uganda has sprung up over the past year as people flood out of South Sudan, fleeing civil war and severe food shortages. —AFP 

Report shows 
increase in 

brutality

BEIT HANUN: A Palestinian boy walks past the damaged minaret of a
mosque in Beit Hanun in the northern Gaza Strip, which was damaged
during the 50-day war between Israel and Hamas militants in the sum-
mer of 2014. —AFP 


