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On Tuesday, meteorologist Issa Ramadan said
rains will begin to descend on Kuwait and contin-
ue until today, as cold weather arrives in Kuwait.
A little rain fell this week to free us from the sum-
mer heat. But, are we ready for it? Rain is beauti-
ful in most countries of the civilized world, which
have many ways to deal with it regardless of the
amount, except here in Kuwait. Rain is a problem
for all of us, except for those who use the wet
streets to race, which is really frightening.

Rainfall is undoubtedly cool, but in March, the
underpass on the intersection of Mangaf and
Sabahiya on Fahaheel Road was deluged due to
the rains, causing severe damage to many vehi-
cles. More than 10 vacuum tanks worked on suc-
tion operations under the bridge. The fire depart-
ment lifted out more than 26 vehicles submerged
in the underpass. It was said at the time that the
cause of rainwater collecting in the underpass
was due to a drainage malfunction. Question: Is
this issue fully addressed, so that the problem
does not recur?

The director of the public information depart-
ment at the fire department said at the time that
the department had received more than 30 calls
involving car accidents - most of them about sub-
merged vehicles. He said the department used all
its resources to deal with the accidents caused by
the rainstorm.

The problem is that the beautiful rain reveals
faults in road maintenance. In 2014, the rains saw
serious and dangerous road accidents that
caused the asphalt to erode, panicking drivers.
This problem left vehicles under heavy shelling
from loose gravel. It was good business for some
as repair and replacement of windshields
increased - especially since the price of a wind-
shield is at least KD 15 and higher.

In 2015, the interior ministry received more
than 2,000 calls during a short rainstorm, ranging
from inquiry to assistance. The storm halted navi-
gation at Shuwaikh and Shuaiba ports. This is big
for a small country. A lack of awareness among
the public is one reason for this mess and igno-
rance. The requirements of security and personal
safety are essential. 

I see some people thirsting for rain because of
the length of the summer and extreme heat, but
this does not mean going out amid a storm. The
solution is that the ministry of interior and the fire
department need to provide messages of aware-
ness and serious warnings to people explaining
what to do during storms and heavy rain. 

Even auto insurance companies should have an
effective role, as the submersion of cars is harmful
to drivers. I do not know if a car sinking in rain-
water is covered by insurance companies or not.
The protection of people and their properties
from the possible damage of storms and rain is
the duty of state agencies, and public awareness
is one of the means that must be taken into
account.

Winter is coming and caution is a must.

Rain in Kuwait

Muna@kuwaittimes.net  
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KUWAIT: Archive photos showing activities held during previous Gulf Popular Heritage Festivals. —KUNA

Kuwaiti ambassador confident Amir’s
effort will lead to bridging GCC gaps

GCC needs unity at this critical phase to face challenges: Sheikh Azzam
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Dean of  the Diplomatic Corps and
Kuwait’s Ambassador to Bahrain Sheikh Azzam Al-
Sabah said international powers have an agreement
to resolve regional political disputes on a win-win
basis, which is clearly evident in Syria and is likely to
be used in other parts of the Middle East. Sheikh
Azzam expressed hope that such a policy will suc-
ceed in stopping bloodshed, killing and displacement
in various parts of the region. 

“The GCC is one of the entities that needs consol-
idation and unity the most
at this crit ical phase to
face various chal lenges
and be up to its effective
pol i t ical  and economic
responsibilities,” he said in
an interview with Bahraini
daily ‘Al-Watan,’ express-
ing his trust that efforts
exerted by His Highness
the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah will succeed in
uniting and protecting GCC and bridging the gaps.
“The region is currently witnessing an arms race
which would only lead into endless drainage of its
wealth and powers in the long run, as this is usually
done at the expense of development, economy and
human existence,” Sheikh Azzam added. 

Responding to a question about GCC-Iran rela-
tions, Sheikh Azzam stressed that GCC states seek
good relations with Iran to make it a partner in cre-
ating regional peace and development. “This is why

Tehran has to take positive steps towards building
trust and showing good intentions based on interna-
tional laws and relations,” he said, underscoring that
Saudi Arabia is a strategic cornerstone in the region
and has played a major role in maintaining regional
stability. 

First hearing
The Court of Cassation set Sunday for the first

hearing of a petition challenging an appeal’s court
verdict which sentenced 67 opposition figures,
including sitting and former MPs, to prison for

storming the National
Assembly bui lding six
years ago. In other news,
the Court of Misdemeanor
yesterday sentenced a real
estate company owner to
four years in jail after he
was found guilty of fraud in
cases f i led by investors
who bought propert ies
outside through his compa-
ny in deals that turned out
later to be fake.

Fingerprint devices
Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Anas

Al-Saleh again denied reports that the cost of
importing fingerprint devices will be KD 67 million.
Responding to an inquiry filed by MP Adel Al-
Damkhi , Saleh stressed that Civi l  Service
Commission’s decision to use fingerprint systems at
various government bodies to register staff atten-
dance did not cost most of these bodies extra sums

and stressed that the estimated cost of these devices
will be only KD 2.2 million. 

Saleh explained that the fingerprint devices need-
ed for the education ministry would cost  KD
832,000, in addition to KD 650,000 for the Awqaf
ministry and KD 770,000 for the health ministry. He
added that the finance ministry’s role is only to pro-
vide the needed sums and monitor how they are
spent. He also noted that the names of the companies
contracted to supply and install those devices are
available in various ministries. 

Free gas
Within its strategic plans, Kuwait Oil Company

(KOC) predicts producing one billion cubic feet of
free gas by 2022-2023. It said that the production
rate of light oil and gas will remain at 40,000 barrels
and 100 million cubic feet of gas respectively once
the Jurassic gas fields to the north are developed. In
its annual report, KOC also noted that it aspires to
develop heavy oil reservoirs in the north by getting
the needed technology and training company staff on
using it to reach a daily production of 60,000 bar-
rels from Al-Ratqa field by 2018, in addition to
25,000 barrels a day from Um Naga field. 

Reports required
A government report advised relevant bodies con-

cerned with managing public debts to regularly
report developments to both legislators and the pub-
lic. The report also stressed that such regular reports
will enhance transparency as well as accountability of
public officials in the event of making any mistakes. 

In addition, the report explained that the aim of
such reports will be to ensure that public debts are

managed according to the
goals set and approved by
lawmakers and executives.
“The reports should be
comprehensive to allow
auditors to assess how far
borrowing would succeed
in achieving its goals,” the
report states, stressing
the need that the reports
should include statistics
about foreign outf lows
and local debts. 

Khaitan infrastructure
A committee entrusted

with developing the infrastructure in blocks 3 and 4
in Khaitan met at the Ministry of Public Works
(MPW) premises and was chaired by undersecretary
Awatif Al-Ghunaim, who said that the committee dis-
cussed a detailed report about the contract of build-
ing and maintaining the roads and rain drainage in
the area. 

Ghunaim said that MPW coordinates with other
ministries on providing current and future services
needed for the project, expecting to offer its tender
for public bidding by the first quarter of 2019. She
added that the project’s total area is 154 hectares,
including 1,448 plots of 400 sq m each. She added
that public buildings will also be built over an area of
3.168 hectares, including a park, a power plant, a
bank, stores, a clinic, a department store and a
mosque. “The area will also include around 30 kilo-
meters of roads, in addition to rain drainage grids
and manholes,” Ghunaim said. 

Sheikh Azzam Al-Sabah

Ministry spreads
safe camping
awareness
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Interior’s (MOI) relations
and security media department yesterday said that
various security sectors had finished preparations for
the camping season with the aim of maintaining securi-

ty and fighting campers’ negative practices. In collabo-
ration with the civil defense, an awareness campaign
will be launched in three phases at the northern camp-
ing areas in Jahra, southern camping areas in Ahmadi
and in the central area. 

Special lectures and seminars will be held for
campers to enhance their security as well as environ-
mental awareness about precautions to be used to pre-
vent campfires and maintain cleanliness. The depart-
ment urged campers to avoid camping near military
zones, oil facilities, high voltage power lines and near
highways and to carry their civil IDs at all times, avoid
leaving camps unguarded with their valuables inside,
avoid reckless driving and leaving campfires on while
sleeping. Campers were also urged to keep first aid

kits handy, avoid using shotguns to hunt birds, or the
use of fireworks, while also preventing minors from
driving.

Municipality campaigns
Farwaniya municipality cleaning teams leader

Mubarak Al-Khurainej said that 2,020 cubic meters of
waste and 12 abandoned and scrap vehicles were
removed from Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh, Sabah Al-Nasser,
Abdullah Al-Mubarak and Dajeej. He added that
13,001 cubic meters of wastes and an abandoned vehi-
cle were removed from Ferdous, Andalus and Ardhiya
industrial area. In addition, 1,826 cubic meters of waste
and five abandoned vehicles were removed from
Farwaniya, Omariya, Rabiya, Ashbeliya and Rehab. 

Jordanian King
honors Kuwaiti
military attache 
AMMAN: Jordanian King Abdullah II honored yester-
day military attache at the Kuwaiti embassy Brigadier
General Turki Al-Meshal with the military medal of the
second degree. Kuwaiti Ambassador to Jordan Dr
Hamad Al-Duaij said that the honoring reflected the
strong ties linking the two countries. The Kuwaiti diplo-
mat also lauded the role played by the military staff at
Kuwait’s embassy, affirming that Brigadier General
Meshal made his country proud. Meanwhile, Brigadier
General Meshal said that he was very honored to have
received the medal from the Jordanian King, adding
that he dedicated this achievement to the Kuwaiti peo-
ple and leadership. —KUNA AMMAN: Jordan’s Army Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Mahmoud Fraihat (right) awards military attache at the

Kuwaiti embassy Brigadier General Turki Al-Meshal with the military medal of the second degree. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The Gulf Popular Heritage Festival will kick off
tomorrow at the Sabah Al-Ahmad Heritage Village, as
several heritage activities will take place for three months.
Visitors of this edition of the annual festival will enjoy
new expansions and developments recently executed in
the village. These include new buildings for entertainment,
tourism and cultural events, as well an old Kuwaiti town
with all details, big theater and new rest areas.

The village is perfect for all family members as it
includes lakes, green spaces, cinemas, restaurants, coffee
shops, museums and a hotel.  The festival’s deputy supervi-
sor and head of competitions committee Sheikh Sabah
Fahad Sabah Al-Nasser Al-Sabah said yesterday that the
event is seeing growing number of visitors each year,
adding that the village is now fully prepared for the open-
ing tomorrow. He noted that the festival will also include
competitions for different types of camels, horses, birds
and others, focusing on speed, color and beauty. —KUNA

Gulf heritage festival kicks off tomorrow
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