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CHARLOTTE: Cam Newton was tired of the Carolina
Panthers’ defense getting all of the glory. Newton took
it as a challenge when the defense vaulted to the
league’s No. 1 ranking last week, saying it was time for
the offense to strive to match them.

Newton did his part on Monday night, throwing for
254 yards and four touchdowns and running for 95
more as the Panthers piled up a franchise-record 548
yards in a 45-21 rout of the Miami Dolphins.

“It’s nice to see them have this type of breakout
game,” Panthers coach Ron Rivera said of the offense,
which had 30 first downs
and converted 11 of 14 third
downs. Said Newton: “I still
feel like we are scratching
the surface of our potential
in this offense. We have to
trust in our ability to exe-
cute our coach’s plan.”

Newton improved to 5-1
in Monday night games,
while averaging 270.5 yards
per game with 15 touch-
downs and four intercep-
tions. “There is something about this stage with him,”
Rivera said. “He played a tremendous game.”

Jonathan Stewart ran for a season-high 110 yards,
and Newton had a 69-yard jaunt on a read option as
the Panthers racked up 294 yards on the ground. It was
Stewart’s first 100-yard game since last December at
Washington. Rookie Christian McCaffrey scored
touchdowns rushing and receiving, and Devin Funchess
caught five passes for 92 yards and two touchdowns as
the Panthers (7-3) remained a half-game behind the
NFC South-leading Saints heading into their bye week.

Newton had his share of fun on the field. After being
tackled on his 69-yard run, an exhausted Newton laid
on the ground smiling and  shaking his body as if trying

to get feeling back into his legs. Teammates joked with
Newton that backup quarterback Derek Anderson
could have scored on the play.

“When you ain’t got no gas left and your check
engine light is on and blinking, get gas at the next stop
or so, man, you just have to try to celebrate when you
can celebrate, brother,” Newton said. “I was just hoping
coach didn’t come back with another run play for me.”

He tiredly handed off on the next two plays.
“Everything was fun out there,” said Funchess, who
became the team’s No. 1 receiver when Kelvin Benjamin

was traded to Buffalo two
weeks ago.

Jay Cutler had 213 yards
passing with two touch-
downs and one interception
for the Dolphins (4-5), who
have lost three straight.
Jarvis Landry and Julian
Thomas both caught TD
passes for Miami.

The game turned with 41
seconds left in the first half,
when Luke Kuechly made a

leaping interception along the sideline with Carolina
leading 10-7. Four plays later, Newton connected with
tight end Ed Dickson on a 7-yard touchdown pass.
That opened the floodgates as the Panthers scored
touchdowns on five straight possessions in their most
explosive output of the season.

“In an eight-minute span, the game got away from
us,” Dolphins coach Adam Gase said. “It snowballed.
We couldn’t prevent the big runs once they got going.”

The Panthers had entered the game 21st in the
league in total offense and 24th in scoring. “We get to
watch them - that’s the fun part,” Kuechly said of the
offense. It was a big game for Stewart, who fumbled
twice in last week’s 20-17 win over the Atlanta Falcons.

“He might have been playing with a chip on his
shoulder, but we just wanted to get him to that second
level,” Panthers offensive tackle Matt Kalil said. The

Dolphins have put themselves in a difficult situation in a
tight AFC playoff race. “There are pieces in the locker
room. I truly believe that,” Cutler said. —AP
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CHONGQING: A Colombia side missing James
Rodriguez punished China 4-0 away in a friendly
yesterday as coach Jose Pekerman made wholesale
changes from the team defeated in acrimony in
South Korea.

Edwin Cardona, who was accused of making a
racist gesture in Friday’s 2-1 loss at South Korea,
was again named among the substitutes for
Colombia, who unlike China have qualified for next
summer’s World Cup in Russia.

One of the changes by Pekerman saw Felipe
Pardo start and the Olympiacos winger scored after
five minutes, drilling past Yan Junling after finding
himself unmarked in the box, with Miguel Borja hit-
ting a second-half brace and Carlos Bacca getting
the other. In a first half of few chances in the west-
ern Chinese city of Chongqing, the hosts gave
Colombia’s attacking midfielder Giovanni Moreno,
who plays for Chinese side Shanghai Shenhua,
some roughhouse treatment.

Twice in quick succession he was scythed down
as his side headed into the break a goal ahead. The
26-year-old attacking midfielder Rodriguez was
absent after he chose to head back to Bayern
Munich-where he is on loan from Real Madrid-
after the defeat to South Korea.—AFP
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NEW YORK: LeBron James had 23 points and 12
assists, Kyle Korver scored 19 of his 21 points in the
fourth quarter to spark a huge comeback, and the
Cleveland Cavaliers beat the New York Knicks 104-101
on Monday night. James also had a technical foul after a
first-quarter altercation with Frank Ntilikina and Enes
Kanter, which seemed to charge up the Knicks as they
built what became a 23-point lead late in the third
quarter. But the Cavaliers made nine 3-pointers in the
fourth after hitting just seven through three quarters,
charging back for their eighth straight victory at
Madison Square Garden. Tim Hardaway Jr. had 28
points and 10 rebounds, and Kanter added 20 points
and 16 boards. But Kristaps Porzingis shot only 7 for 21
while scoring 20 points as the Knicks blew their chance
to beat the Cavs for the second time this season. New
York led by 15 after three but the Cavs surrounded
James with plenty of perimeter shooting and the Knicks
couldn’t contain them. Cleveland tied it on Channing
Frye’s 3 with 2:15 to go before James made it 100-97 on
another 3 with 1:23 left.

TIMBERWOLVES 109, JAZZ 98
Karl-Anthony Towns had 24 points and 13 rebounds,

and Jimmy Butler added 21 points and 10 assists to help
Minnesota get past Utah. Jeff Teague scored 22 points
for the Timberwolves, and Taj Gibson had 15 points and
10 rebounds. Minnesota (8-5) snapped a two-game
skid after shooting 52.1 percent (37 of 71) from the

field. Donovan Mitchell scored 24 points to lead the
Jazz (6-8), who lost for the fourth time in their last five
home games. Utah fell behind 33-14 heading into the
second quarter.

WARRIORS 110, MAGIC 100
Kevin Durant had 21 points, a season-high eight

assists and seven rebounds, Shaun Livingston scored a
season-best 16 points in place of injured Stephen
Curry, and Golden State pulled away in the second half
to beat Orlando for its seventh straight win. Draymond
Green had a season-high 20 points, five assists, four
rebounds and two steals as the Warriors completed a
4-0 homestand. Nikola Vucevic scored 20 points, Evan
Fournier had 16 and Aaron Gordon added 10 points and
10 rebounds in the Magic’s fourth defeat over six
games. Livingston also had six assists on a night when
the Warriors were without Curry as the two-time MVP
nursed a bruised right thigh.

76ERS 109, CLIPPERS 105
Joel Embiid scored 32 points, Robert Covington

added 31 and Philadelphia handed Los Angeles its sixth
consecutive loss. Ben Simmons had 22 points and 12
rebounds for the 76ers. Embiid grabbed a game-high
16 boards. Lou Williams led Los Angeles (5-8) with 31
points off the bench, and Blake Griffin had 29. The
Clippers started the season 4-0 but have lost eight of
nine. Philadelphia trailed 101-100 when Covington hit
his fifth 3-pointer to give the Sixers (7-6) the lead for
good with 33 seconds remaining. The 76ers outre-
bounded the Clippers 51-34 to snap a two-game skid.

TRAIL BLAZERS 99, NUGGETS 82
CJ McCollum and Jusuf Nurkic had 17 points apiece

as Portland beat Denver to stop a two-game skid. The
Trail Blazers built an 86-66 lead early in the fourth
quarter and cruised the rest of the way. Damian Lillard
had 15 points and seven assists, and the Blazers led by

as many as 23. Paul Millsap led the Nuggets with 18
points, including a season-high five 3-pointers. The win
was a boost for the Blazers, who were coming off con-
secutive close losses at home to Memphis and
Brooklyn. The Nuggets were coming off a 5-1 homes-
tand but shot just 35 percent as their three-game win-
ning streak was snapped. Denver was without starter
Gary Harris because of right shoulder soreness.

PELICANS 106, HAWKS 105
Darius Miller hit four 3-pointers in the fourth quar-

ter, when he scored 14 of his 21 points, and New
Orleans overcame a sloppy performance to beat strug-
gling Atlanta. DeMarcus Cousins had 22 points and 16
rebounds, and Anthony Davis added 13 points, 10
rebounds and four blocked shots for the Pelicans, who
have won five of six. E’Twaun Moore tied a career high
with 24 points for New Orleans. Kent Bazemore scored
22 points for the Hawks, who led by 14 before fading to
lose their fourth straight. Bazemore also missed a criti-
cal free throw with 37.1 seconds left. Atlanta still had a
chance to take a late lead, but Dennis Schroder’s errant
pass toward Tyler Cavanaugh sailed out of bounds with
3.2 seconds to go.

BUCKS 110, GRIZZLIES 103
Giannis Antetokounmpo had 27 points and nine

rebounds to lead Milwaukee over Memphis. Khris
Middleton and John Henson had 17 points apiece as the
Bucks won their third straight. Tyreke Evans scored 14
of his 27 points in the fourth quarter for the Grizzlies,
and Dillon Brooks added 19 points. Evans scored nine
consecutive points to pull Memphis into an 84-all tie
early in the fourth quarter.

LAKERS 100, SUNS 93
Jordan Clarkson scored a season-high 25 points and

Los Angeles pulled away late to beat Phoenix. Devin
Booker had 36 points, his second consecutive game of

at least 35, for the Suns. Brook Lopez and Kentavious
Caldwell-Pope scored 15 apiece for the Lakers, who
snapped a three-game losing streak and won in
Phoenix for the second time this season. Lakers rookie
Lonzo Ball, coming off his first career triple-double on
Saturday night, did not play in the fourth quarter, when
the Lakers pulled out the victory. He had seven points
on 3-of-10 shooting, five rebounds, five assists and four
turnovers in 28 minutes.—AP
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CHARLOTTE: Carolina Panthers’ Cam Newton (1) runs past Miami Dolphins’ Xavien Howard (25) in the second
half of an NFL football game in Charlotte. — AP

NEW YORK: Frank Ntilikina #11 of the New York Knicks
passes the ball as Cedi Osman #16 and Channing Frye
#8 of the Cleveland Cavaliers defend at Madison
Square Garden in New York City. — AFP

LONDON: Rafael Nadal was stunned 7-
6 (7/5), 6-7 (4/7), 6-4 by David Goffin in
his opening match at the ATP Finals on
Monday in a major blow to his hopes of
winning the trophy for the first time.  The
Spanish world number one came into the
tournament with doubts swirling over his
fitness after pulling out of the Paris
Masters with a knee injury, but initially
showed no obvious ill-effects during the
round-robin encounter.  The loss is not
fatal to his hopes of triumphing at
London’s O2 Arena but heaps the pres-
sure on Nadal for his remaining two
group matches and makes a mouthwa-
tering clash with his ageless rival Roger
Federer less likely.  “It was a tough fight
until the end,” said a relieved Goffin after
the encounter, which lasted more than
two-and-a-half hours.  “Rafa is one of
the strongest players mentally on the
tour.  “I am so happy to finally find the
key to win this match. It is so special to
do it here.

“I don’t know how I picked myself up
after losing the four match points. I had
no regrets and I just wanted to keep
going and try to enjoy every point.”

Nadal, 31, struggled to find his range
early in front of a raucous crowd rooting
for him and was broken twice in the first
set by the Belgian seventh seed, who had
lost their previous two encounters.  The
Spaniard appeared to have earned a
psychological edge when Goffin double-
faulted while serving for the set and the
match went into a tie-break but the
Belgian re-found his focus to come out
on top.  The second set went with serve
until the eighth game, when Goffin broke
and served for the match, but Nadal dug
deep to earn a break point of his own
and Goffin double-faulted to allow the
Spaniard back into the set.  Goffin had a
golden chance to seal the match in
Nadal’s next service game but failed to
put away a mid-court forehand on match
point and the left-hander levelled at 5-5.

The Belgian composed himself to hold
and then earned three more match points
but Nadal, showing incredible grit and
playing right at the limit, saved all three to
take it to another tie-break, which he
won.  In the decider, Nadal appeared to
feel discomfort in his right knee as he
went two breaks down but still he refused
to admit defeat, recovering a break
before eventually succumbing. Nadal has
won 75 singles titles in his illustrious
career, including 16 Grand Slams and 30
Masters events but he has yet to triumph
at the ATP Finals, played on quick indoor
courts rather than his favoured clay.

DIMITROV WIN 
Earlier, also in the Pete Sampras

group, Grigor Dimitrov held his nerve to
beat Dominic Thiem 6-3, 5-7, 7-5. The
elegant Bulgarian had the edge for most
of an enthralling contest of one-handed
backhands but admitted he felt “pretty
nervous” in his first appearance at the
end-of-season showpiece.

The sixth seed, who has enjoyed the
best season of his career, looked wobbly
as he blew his chance to serve for the
match at 5-4 in the decider only to hit
back immediately as Thiem himself fal-
tered and going on to seal victory on his
third match point.

“I’m not going to lie-I was pretty

nervous, my first match out here,” said
Dimitrov. “I’m just very grateful to win
that match, especially in that manner. It’s
never easy to come out here and play for
the first time.” In the absence of Novak
Djokovic and Andy Murray, all eyes are
on a potential showdown in London
between Nadal and Federer, who started
his bid for a seventh ATP Finals title with
a straight-sets victory against American
Jack Sock on Sunday.

The ATP Finals feature the top eight
fit male singles players and doubles
teams that have accrued the most points
throughout the 2017 season. — AFP
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LONDON: David Goffin of Belgium celebrates after winning his singles tennis match
against Rafael Nadal of Spain. — AP


