
CALGARY: Patience is starting to pay off for Mark
Jankowski. The rookie had two goals and an assist, Kris
Versteeg scored the winner with 5:31 left and the
Calgary Flames scored five times in the third period to
beat the St. Louis Blues 7-4 on Monday night.

The Flames are finally getting secondary scoring
with the line of Jankowski, Jaromir Jagr and Sam
Bennett leading the way in their third game together.
“We’ve got a few games under our belts with my two
linemates now and we’re really clicking,” Jankowski
said. “We knew we were getting our chances and the
goals would come if we kept playing that way.”

In a wild third period, the
Flames took the lead twice
only to see the Blues come
back to tie it each time.
Calgary finally went in front
for good when Versteeg’s
shot off the wing beat goalie
Jake Allen.

“Big win for us. We knew
how good they’ve been play-
ing,” Versteeg said. Bennett
scored his first of the season
for Calgary, and Micheal
Ferland got his fourth goal in four games. Johnny
Gaudreau and Michael Frolik also scored as the Flames
finished 5-2-0 on their longest homestand of the sea-
son. Gaudreau had two points to extend his point
streak to seven games (five goals, seven assists).
Vladimir Tarasenko scored twice for St. Louis (13-5-1),
and Jaden Schwartz and Alexander Steen also scored.
“We got what we deserved tonight,” Blues coach Mike
Yeo said. “We just weren’t ready to play and that was
evident right from the drop of the puck. We were very
fortunate to tie the game up in the third period on a
couple occasions - very, very fortunate.”

Bennett put the Flames in front 3-2 to open the
third-period barrage when his backhand of Jankowski’s
shot slipped through Allen’s pads. Steen tied it at 11:46
and then Ferland’s power-play goal restored Calgary’s
one-goal lead at 12:31. But 12 seconds later, Tarasenko
one-timed a pass from Schwartz to tie it again.

“We just played sloppy the whole time. We played
into their hands and we were just very careless,” Blues
center Paul Stastny said. “We did a good job of coming
back and being resilient after we let up what was a
questionable goal on the penalty, but we came right
back and scored a big goal.  Then, just made two care-
less turnovers. It was just what we did all night.”

Mike Smith, who has started 16 of Calgary’s 17
games this season, left after the first period with an

undisclosed injury. Eddie Lack played the final 40 min-
utes, stopping 13 of 15 shots for his first win with the
Flames. “It’s just very nice to get that first win,” Lack
said. “It’s obviously not the way that I thought it was
going to be, for sure, and I didn’t play my best game,
but I felt I made a huge save when it mattered the most
there in the third.”

St. Louis had a great chance to tie it with just more
than five minutes left when Lack robbed Dmitrij Jaskin
on a backhand in front. Allen stopped 30 of 36 shots. St
Louis opened the scoring 3:32 in on its first shot. Colton
Parayko crossed the blue line and dropped the puck to

Tarasenko, who beat Smith
from 40 feet on a high wrist
shot over his blocker.

Jankowski scored the next
two goals to give Calgary its
first lead of the night. With
the teams playing four
skaters aside, he hammered a
slap shot over Allen’s glove
at 4:54. Jankowski then took
a slick pass from Jagr and
scored on deke at 13:45.

“Time to tighten up. I
think we’re giving them all their opportunities,” Blues
defenseman Alex  Pietrangelo said. “Most of them are
just puck errors. Our goalies can only stop so many
great opportunities.” In Raleigh, Teuvo Teravainen had
a natural hat trick in the third period and an assist,
leading the Carolina Hurricanes to a 5-1 victory over
the Dallas Stars. Sebastian Aho added his first goal of
the season and two assists, and Jordan Staal’s four
assists gave him 201 with the Hurricanes. Jeff Skinner
scored the other Carolina goal in the closing seconds.

Scott Darling stopped 25 shots in the victory.
Alexander Radulov scored for Dallas, which won the
previous meeting at home 4-3 on Oct. 20. The Stars
came out on top in their previous three trips to Raleigh.

Aho’s first goal came in his 14th game of the season,
two earlier than last season when he finished with 24
goals. Carolina took the lead on a rush at 8:07 of the
first period as Aho beat Ben Bishop through the legs
after Staal’s pinpoint centering pass from the left wing.

Radulov tied it by working hard in the slot on a pow-
er play at 8:44 of the second. But the Hurricanes went
ahead again on a power play at 2:39 of the third, with
Teravainen scoring on a rocket from the left point. Staal
and Aho had assists on Carolina’s first power-play goal
this month. nTeravainen made it 3-1 at 6:51 from the
high slot, getting the puck past Bishop with Aho pro-
viding a screen. Bishop finished with 23 saves. — AP
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NHL results/standings

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS  
St. Louis 13 5 1 62 51 27   
Winnipeg 9 4 3 52 46 21   
Nashville 9 5 2 45 46 20   
Dallas 9 8 0 48 48 18   
Chicago 8 8 2 53 49 18   
Colorado 8 7 1 54 55 17   
Minnesota 7 7 2 46 44 16   

Pacific Division
Los Angeles 11 4 2 55 41 24   
Las Vegas 10 5 1 57 46 21   
San Jose 10 6 0 44 36 20   
Calgary 10 7 0 51 50 20   
Vancouver 8 7 2 43 46 18   
Anaheim 7 7 3 48 50 17   
Edmonton 6 9 2 38 52 14   
Arizona 2 14 3 45 75 7    

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Tampa Bay 14 2 2 71 46 30   
Toronto 12 7 0 72 63 24   
Ottawa 8 3 5 59 53 21   
Detroit 8 8 2 49 51 18   
Montreal 8 9 1 46 61 17   
Boston 6 6 4 44 51 16   
Buffalo 5 9 3 40 60 13   
Florida 5 9 2 53 62 12   

Metropolitan Division
New Jersey 11 4 2 61 54 24   
Columbus 10 7 1 55 50 21   
Washington 10 7 1 53 53 21   
Pittsburgh 9 7 3 50 68 21   
NY Islanders 9 6 2 60 55 20   
NY Rangers 9 7 2 60 59 20   
Carolina 7 5 4 46 44 18   
Philadelphia 8 7 2 50 45 18   
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the standings
and are not included in the loss column (L).

Calgary 7, St. Louis 4; Carolina 5, Dallas 1.

CALGARY: Sam Bennett #93 of the Calgary Flames skates with the puck past Scottie Upshall #9 of the St Louis
Blues during an NHL game at Scotiabank Saddledome in Calgary. — AFP
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GRANTS PASS: Bobby Doerr, the Hall of
Fame second baseman dubbed the “Silent
Captain” of the Boston Red Sox by long-
time teammate and life-long friend Ted
Williams, has died. He was 99.

Doerr died Monday, the Red Sox said
yesterday in a statement. “Bobby Doerr
was part of an era of baseball giants and
still stood out as one himself,” Red Sox
owner John Henry said in the statement.
“And even with his Hall of Fame achieve-
ments at second base, his character and
personality outshined it all. He will be
missed.”

Signed out of the old Pacific Coast
League on the same scouting trip that
brought Williams to Fenway Park, Doerr
played 14 seasons with the Red Sox and
joined his fishing buddy in the Hall of Fame
in 1986. He had a .288 lifetime average,
helping the Red Sox to the 1946 World
Series, and in the first All-Star Game
played at night he hit a three-run homer

that gave the AL the lead for good.
The nine-time All-Star often forgave his

more accomplished friend for his storied
anger and impatience. “Ted couldn’t under-
stand mediocre, see. And I was in that
mediocre class,” Doerr told The Associated
Press on his 90th birthday in 2008, which
the governor of Oregon declared Bobby
Doerr Day. Doerr’s modesty was belied by
his stats: He finished with 2,042 hits, 223
home runs and 1,247 RBIs and he once
went 414 games without an error - a
record at the time. His six seasons with at
least 100 RBIs was not matched by another
second baseman for 25 years.

Doerr was inducted into the National
Baseball Hall of Fame in 1986 by the
Veterans Committee and the Red Sox
retired his No. 1 jersey in 1988. The Red
Sox honored Doerr with a 2004 World
Series ring after breaking their 86-year
championship drought. As a hitter, Doerr
said he was always looking for the fastball,
figuring he couldn’t do much with a break-
ing ball unless it was a hanging curve.

“I didn’t like to hit guys like Bob Feller,”
Doerr told the AP. “He had a big motion
and was a little on the wild side. You just
had to bow your neck and stay in there.”

He frequently led AL second basemen in
double plays, putouts and assists, crediting
his fielding skill to endless hours spent
bouncing a rubber ball against the front
steps of his family’s Los Angeles home.

He helped the Red Sox win the AL pen-
nant in 1946 - the only time his teams got
past the Yankees - but they lost Game 7 of
the World Series to the St. Louis Cardinals
when Enos Slaughter scored the winning run
from first on a single. Doerr long maintained
that with just one more strong relief pitcher,
they could have won more pennants. Forced

to retire by a bad back in 1951, Doerr lived
out his retirement in Oregon, which he
adopted as his home after spending a winter
fishing for steelhead on the Rogue River and
meeting his future wife. When Doerr retired,
he picked up a bamboo fly rod Williams
designed and named for him - but Doerr still
had to pay for it.—AP
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COOPERSTOWN: File photo, Hall of Famer Bobby Doerr waves during Baseball Hall of
Fame induction ceremonies in Cooperstown, NY Doerr. —AP

MUMBAI: Sri Lanka have never won a test
in India and with Virat Kohli’s men on a run
of near-flawless home form the visitors are
unlikely to break their duck in a three-
match series starting in Kolkata tomorrow.

In a bumper home season, which started
in September 2016, India won 10 of 13 Test
matches, with their solitary defeat coming
against Steve Smith’s Australia.

Even on home ground Sri Lanka have
struggled against India, losing 9-0 across
all three formats in July and August. Under
Kohli, the world’s top-ranked test side have
won eight consecutive series dating back to
2015, and Sri Lanka look incapable of stop-
ping them from winning a ninth to tie
England and Australia for the record for
most consecutive test series wins.

After being hammered at home by India,

Sri Lanka then won a two-test series
against Pakistan 2-0 in the United Arab
Emirates but subsequently lost all eight lim-
ited-overs matches against the same oppo-
nents. Their Test record in India inspires lit-
tle confidence as they have failed to record
a single victory in 17 matches, the last of
which was played eight years ago. Former
captain Angelo Mathews and spin spear-
head Rangana Herath were the only two
current squad members who played a part
in that 2009 series and Sri Lanka will lean
on them heavily once again. Sri Lanka
coach Nic Pothas hopes the players have
learned from the recent home series white-
wash but wants them to focus on their own
strengths instead of the Indian threat.

“The mistake you can make here is come
and be infatuated with the Indian side and
concentrate too much on them,” Pothas said
on the team’s arrival in India.  “We know
they are a good side. We only played them
a month ago. We have to concentrate on
our strengths and jobs, and if we can exe-
cute them well it will be a challenging
series. “The series against India was a huge
learner for us. I also mentioned that if we
didn’t learn from a very good team then
that would have been the biggest error.”

While Sri Lanka’s bowling attack must
find a way to stop the likes of Kohli and

Cheteshwar Pujara from scoring heavily,
their batsmen will have to contend with
India’s dual spin threat of Ravichandran
Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja. Most sides
have found off-spinner Ashwin and left-

armer Jadeja too hot to handle but Sri
Lanka might be in for an even rougher ride
with the pair likely keen to prove a point
after being overlooked by selectors for
India’s limited-overs sides.—Reuters
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KOLKATA: India’s Shikhar Dhawan, right, and Cheteswar Pujara attend a practice
session prior to their first Test cricket match against Sri Lanka at Eden Gardens in
Kolkata, India, yesterday. — AP

SYDNEY: England cricket captain Joe Root has dis-
missed suggestions his team “feared” Australia’s fast
bowlers, saying his players were fully prepared for a
hostile Ashes series. Root said some English players
had been taken aback by the level of aggression
shown by their hosts when they lost 5-0 on their last
tour of Australia four years ago, but insisted they
were ready this time.

“Last time that caught us out, but we are a bit
wiser this time,” Root said yesterday on the eve of
England’s third and last warm-up match for the first
test in Brisbane. “It’s making sure we are absolutely
prepared for any scenario and absolutely ready for
that first game, whatever they do throw at us,” Root
said. “We expect it to be hostile. We expect it to be a
very loud and rowdy atmosphere at the Gabba.

“We are in a good place and ready for that. We
have got our heads around what to expect.” Root
also brushed off suggestions the Australians planned
to specifically target him after he managed just one
half-century and averaged less than 28 with the bat
on his previous tour of Australia in 2013-14.

In 2015, Root made amends with two centuries
and an average of more than 57 as England bounced
back on home soil to regain the Ashes. “I’ve heard a
lot of chat about targeting me, in particular,” Root
said. “From our point of view, we’ll be targeting
every single one of them - we won’t be singling any
one out. But you want that competitive element to it,
and those little in-house rivalries.”

England is unbeaten in its two warm-up matches
so far in Australia and aiming to continue its bright
start during the four-day game against a Cricket
Australia XI, starting in Townsville today. With the
first test starting on Nov. 23, the tourists have made
no secret of their plans, sticking with the same top
six batsmen they used in the previous game. Mark
Stoneman will again open with Alastair Cook, with
James Vince batting at three ahead of Root.

Dawid Malan comes in at five with wicketkeeper
Jonny Bairstow at six. Allrounder Moeen Ali returns
at seven. Cricket Australia yesterday said it would
announce a squad for the first two tests on Friday,
amid growing speculation about the makeup of the
team. Several positions appear undecided with most
questions surrounding who will open the batting
with Dave Warner, who will bat at No. 6 and who will
be picked as wicketkeeper. —AP
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