
ANKARA: Iranian officials called off rescue
operations, saying there was little chance of
finding more survivors from the earthquake
that shook parts of western Iran on Sunday,
killing at least 530 people, state media said
yesterday. Survivors, many left homeless by
the 7.3 magnitude earthquake that struck vil-
lages and towns in a mountainous area bor-
dering Iraq, battled overnight temperatures
just above freezing and faced another bleak
day yesterday in need of food and water. The
death toll of 530, reported by state news
agency IRNA, made it Iran’s deadliest earth-
quake in more than a decade.  Thousands of
people were injured and 30,000 homes dam-
aged. Two whole villages were destroyed.

The quake struck on the Iran-Iraq border,
causing most of its damage in Iran despite an
epicenter on the Iraq side of the frontier. Iraqi
officials said seven people were killed and 325
injured in Iraq, all in the northern Kurdish
provinces. 

Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani arrived in
the morning in the stricken area in
Kermanshah province and promised that the

government would “use all its power to
resolve the problems in the shortest time”. 

Thousands of people huddled in makeshift
camps while many others chose to spend a
second night in the open, despite low
temperatures, because they feared
more tremors after some 193 after-
shocks, state television said.  A home-
less young woman in Sarpol-e Zahab,
one of the hardest-hit towns, told state
TV that her family was exposed to the
night cold because of lack of tents.
“We need help. We need everything.
The authorities should speed up their
help,” she said.  

Television showed rescue workers
combing through the rubble of dozens
of villages immediately after the
quake. But by yesterday morning,
Iranian officials said there was no longer any
likelihood of finding survivors and called the
rescue off. 

“The rescue operations in Kermanshah
province have ended,” Pir-Hossein Kolivand,
head of Iran’s Emergency Medical Services,

said. Iran’s top authority, Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, offered his condolences
on Monday to the victims and called on govern-
ment agencies to do all they could to help. The

Iranian army, the elite Revolutionary Guards and
forces of its affiliated Basij militia were dis-
patched to affected areas on Sunday night.

Bitter cold 
Hospitals in nearby provinces took in many

of the injured, state television said, airing
footage of survivors waiting to be treated.
Hundreds of critically injured were dispatched
to hospitals in Tehran.   Iran’s Red Crescent

said emergency shelter had been pro-
vided for thousands of homeless peo-
ple, but a lack of water and electricity
as well as blocked roads in some areas
hindered aid supply efforts. “People in
some villages are still in dire need of
food, water and shelter,” said the gov-
ernor of Qasr-e Shirin county in
Kermanshah province, Faramarz
Akbari. The mayor of Ezgeleh, a city in
Kermanshah, said 80 percent of its
buildings had collapsed. Survivors
desperately needed tents with elderly
people and babies as young as one-
year-old sleeping in the cold for two

straight nights.
In an interview with state television, Nazar

Barani asked people to send fuel, milk, water
and food as emergency services were too
slow and providing limited provisions. “People
are hungry and thirsty,” a local man told ISNA

news agency. “There is no electricity. Last
night I cried when I saw children with no food
or shelter.”  Houses in Iranian villages are
often made of concrete blocks or mudbrick
that can crumble and collapse in a strong
quake.  Some people are angry that among
the collapsed buildings were homes that the
government has built in recent years under an
affordable housing program.

Photographs posted on Iranian news web-
sites showed rescue workers digging people
out of collapsed buildings, cars smashed
beneath rubble and rescue dogs trying to find
signs of life under the twisted ruins. “More
people will die because of cold. My family
lives in a village near Sarpol-e Zahab. I cannot
even go there. I don’t know whether they are
dead or alive,” Rojan Meshkat, 38, in the
Kurdish city of Sanandaj told Reuters by tele-
phone.  Iran is crisscrossed by major fault
lines and has suffered several devastating
earthquakes in recent years, including a 6.6
magnitude quake in 2003 that reduced the
historic southeastern city of Bam to dust and
killed some 31,000 people. —  Reuters
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SARPOL-E-ZAHAB: A woman mourns at an earthquake site in Sarpol-e-Zahab in western Iran, yesterday. Rescuers are digging through the debris of buildings
felled by the Sunday earthquake in the border region of Iran and Iraq. — AP 
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IS corpses in 
refrigerated 
containers
MISRATA: Hundreds of corpses of Islamic
State fighters have lain stored for the past
year in a row of refrigerated containers in
the Libyan city of Misrata awaiting a final
decision on their fate. “The temperature
must be kept at between -18 and -20
(Celsius, 0.4 to -4 Fahrenheit) for the bodies
to remain conserved,” said Ali Tuwaileb at a
high security anti-organized crime complex
in the city. Around 700 bodies have been
housed at the improvised morgue ever since
IS jihadists were expelled in December 2016
from the coastal city of Sirte that had been
their bastion in Libya. Two old stretchers
under an improvised tent, set up in front of
the containers, serve as a laboratory for a
forensic doctor.”As you can see, we don’t
have the means. This is where we took sam-
ples for DNA tests and where we pho-
tographed the corpses,” said Tuwaileb, who
is in charge of the facility.

Due to the lack of resources, several hun-
dred other IS corpses have been abandoned
under the rubble in Sirte or in makeshift
cemeteries dug by the jihadists.  In the wake
of the battle during which US-led coalition

air strikes backed Libyan security forces,
decaying bodies on the streets of Sirte gave
rise to fears of epidemic. 

In a comment after an August visit that
drew strong criticism, British Foreign
Secretary Boris Johnson said the country
could one day become a magnet for tourists
and investors once it can “clear the dead
bodies away”. 

According to Tuwaileb’s estimate,

between 1,500 and 2,000 jihadists were
buried in the Mediterranean city. “We don’t
have enough fridges, or we would have
exhumed all the bodies,” said the Libyan
official, who pointed out that the containers
were loaned by private companies. Out of
the seven refrigerated containers in Misrata,
three have broken down. “We’ve had to
redistribute the bodies among the fridges
that still work,” said Tuwaileb. — AFP

DHAKA: Dozens of new islands have emerged
from the waters around Bangladesh over the
last decade, providing a possible solution to
the existential threat that rising sea levels pose
to the low-lying coastal nation. The govern-
ment said Monday that 29 islands with a com-
bined area of 125,370 acres had emerged from
the Bay of Bengal since 2007.

Every year Himalayan rivers carry an esti-
mated one billion tons of silts and deposit them
in the Bay of Bengal off the coast of
Bangladesh, forming islands in the shallow
waters. Many of these islands, known as chars
in Bangladesh, are already inhabited and
experts said they could mitigate the threat
posed by global warming. “Every year
Bangladesh has new land emerging and new
land being devoured by rivers and sea,” said
Maminul Haque Sarker, head of the Center for
Environment and Geographic Information
Services. He said studies by the Dhaka
research centre had shown a net gain of terri-

tory of around 12-14 square kilometers. Most
of the new land is near the estuary of the
Meghna river, which is the confluence of the
main tributaries of the two main Himalayan
rivers of the Ganges and the Brahmaputra. One
of the islands has controversially been ear-
marked as a possible temporary base for the
hundreds of thousands of Rohingya refugees
from Myanmar currently living in squalid-
mostly makeshift-camps in southern
Bangladesh.

The United Nations says 615,000 refugees
from the Muslim minority have crossed into
Bangladesh from its Buddhist neighbor since
late August. The influx has overwhelmed exist-
ing facilities in the densely populated country,
and authorities have struggled to find alternative
land to house them. A recent World Bank study
projected that 40 percent of productive land in
southern Bangladesh would be submerged by
the year 2080 due to a rise in sea levels.

A decade ago the influential
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) said a one-metre (three-foot) rise in
sea levels would flood 17 per cent of
Bangladesh and create 20 million refugees by
2050. Local scientists, however, criticized the
study for failing to take into account the silt
islands, which are highly fertile. Water expert
Zahirul Haque Khan said dams could be set up
to trap the vast amounts of sediment that flows
from Bangladesh’s rivers into the sea every
year. — AFP

MISRATA: Ali Tuwaileb who is in charge of a high security anti-organized crime
complex in Misrata where the bodies of Islamic State (IS) group fighters are being
stored opens one of the refrigerated containers at a make-shift morgue. — AFP 
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