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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets with Chief Executive Officer of Citigroup Michael Corbat. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The first phase of Mina Al-
Ahmadi Refinery Sulfur Handling
Facilities  Project (SHFP) - revamp and
new - has been operated, the Kuwait
National Petroleum Company (KNPC)
said yesterday. The operation featured
the first export shipment of sulfur
granules from Mina Al-Ahmadi’s Pier
30, on the vessel LADY AMNA,
capacity of 32,000 tons, KNPC’s CEO
Mohammad Al-Mutairi. Mutairi added
that the first phase includes operating

four reservoirs with total capacity of
18,820 metric tons, and five sulfur
granules units with production of
5,000 metric tons daily. In addition,
there is a reservoir for granules,
145,000 tons, and an independent sol-
id sulfur pier for 60,000 deadweight
(DWT) ships, he noted. The second
phase, totally revamping the existing
sulfur processing facilities, will be
completed by December 2019, the
CEO explained said. — KUNA

Amir meets
Citibank officials

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
received at Bayan Palace yesterday Deputy Director-General and advisor of
Citibank Kuwait Hazem Essa Al-Essa. His Highness also received Chief
Executive Officer of Citigroup Michael Corbat and Chief Executive Officer of
the Middle East and Africa Region Operations at Citigroup Atiq Ur Rehman. The
meeting was attended by Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali
Jarrah Al-Sabah. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan visited the new terminal at Kuwait International Airport during his visit to the country yesterday. Erdogan got acquainted with phases of the construction of the terminal. The
Turkish President was accompanied by His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdallah, Head of Mission of Honor Mohammad Abulhassan and Minister of works
Abdulrahman Al-Mutawwa. — KUNA

Turkish leader visits new terminal

KUWAIT: Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan poses with workers at the construction site of the new
terminal at Kuwait International Airport yesterday. — KUNA

Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and other officials listen to a demonstration during their visit to the new terminal
at Kuwait International Airport yesterday.

Lawmakers call for technocratic
Cabinet to face regional dangers
Panel discusses naturalization proposals
By B Izzak 

KUWAIT: Lawmakers yesterday called on
HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah to form a Cabinet of
technocrats which should be competent to
face dangerous regional developments. MP
Waleed Al-Tabtabaei said the new ministe-
rial team must be based on a clear plan of
reforms, should consist of technocratic min-
isters and that personal influences and fac-
tors should not be allowed to impact the
formation.

The government resigned about two
weeks ago following a no-confidence motion
against a senior minister after a marathon
grilling. HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah asked Sheikh Jaber to
form the new Cabinet, his seventh since he
was appointed to the post in 2011. MPs have
been pressing on the premier to speed up the
formation and to adopt a new methodology
in forming a strong and capable government.

Tabtabaei said he rejects the quota system
in forming the Cabinet because it does not
serve the Kuwaiti people. He said that he
supports picking up technocratic ministers
from the ruling family, adding that royal min-

isters should be appointed in suitable portfo-
lios. He remarked the Cabinet is not a cake
that is distributed among the ruling family.

Tabtabaei called on the premier to
exclude the majority of the outgoing minis-
ters in order to avoid disputes between the
Assembly and the government. He also said
that he supports calls to postpone grillings at
this stage and to ease tensions between the
government and the Assembly.

MP Mohammad Al-Dallal said there was
no justification to delay the formation of the
new cabinet under the pretext of the need to
ease tensions between the assembly and the
government. He said that crises in the Gulf
and the whole region are likely to continue
for a long time to come. Dallal insisted that
political tensions will ease only when the new
government is effective and transparent,
works to counter domestic and external chal-
lenges and extend a true and real hand of
cooperation with the National Assembly.

Meanwhile, MP Safa Al-Hashem, the lone
woman in the 50-member house, welcomed
reports that the prime minister is working to
exclude pro-Muslim Brotherhood members
in the new Cabinet. She said reports that the
new Cabinet will balance between regional

and domestic requirements are welcome,
adding if this means excluding Muslim
Brotherhood members, it is a “blessed step”.

Naturalization 
In the meantime, head of the interior and

defense committee MP Askar Al-Enezi said
the panel discussed yesterday proposals for
the naturalization of children of widowed and
divorced Kuwaiti women. He said that the
government has failed to apply the law for
the past several years, and accordingly
scores of children of Kuwaiti women who are
widowed or divorced from non-Kuwaiti men
have been unfairly treated and left without
Kuwaiti citizenship.

He said that under the law, children of
Kuwaiti women are entitled to get Kuwaiti
citizenship five years after the death of their
foreign fathers, and children of Kuwaiti
women from foreign spouses can get citizen-
ship after seven years of divorce. But Enezi
said that the government has granted only
one list of such children in the past five years,
and accordingly the government must be
made to apply the law. He said that more
meetings will take place with the government
over the issue. 

Kuwait says
regional conflicts
prevent SDGs’
implementation
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Minister of Social Affairs
and Labor Hind Al-Sabeeh said Monday
conflicts in the region prevented implemen-
tation of the 2030 Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), especially in countries wit-
nessing armed conflicts and least-developed
nations. Sabeeh, also Minister of State for
Economic Development, highlighted impor-
tance of contributions of Arab ministries and
institutions to boost social-related perform-
ance in Arab countries.

Sabeeh, speaking before a meeting of
Arab Social Affairs Ministers, said the role of
the Arab Parliament was essential to enable
the private sector and civil societies achieve
development. She said the ministers would
discuss terrorism and social development,
eradication of poverty and protection of
elderly.

Sabeeh said Kuwait was keen on promot-
ing philanthropy and humanitarian action.
The Arab ministers, added the Kuwaiti offi-
cial, would pay a special attention to people
with disabilities who should be fully integrat-
ed into society.  Tunisian Minister of Social
Affairs Mohammad Tarabulsi thanked Kuwait
for hosting an international conference over
the suffering of the Palestinian children. He
hoped recommendations of the conference
would be enforced to provide protection for
the Palestinian children, who were living
under the Israeli occupation. 

Greater synergy
Meanwhile, Arab League Secretary

General Ahmad Abul-Gheit underlined the
need for greater synergy among Arab state to
tackle the huge demographic, environmental,
economic and social challenges facing region
and contain their repercussions on people.  In
his inaugural speech at the session, Abul-
Gheit warned that the enormous social and
humanitarian backwash of the historic time of
change in the Arab World are posing serious
threats to societies.  The Arab world is under-
going a deep and rapid change, he said.  He
cautioned that some of the challenges created

by this situation are tantamount to real men-
aces to societies’ security, stability and wel-
fare.  He lamented that the wave of unrest that
rattled several Arab countries had a ripple
effect on the region.

It has left some societies dismembered,
numerous cities destroyed, millions of people
displaced and states slid into bloody civil
conflicts, he said.  Despite these unprece-
dented complexities, the Arab League chief
expressed confidence in the ability of Arab
countries in overcoming these difficulties and
moving forward to brighter future. Abul-
Gheit, however, stressed that both govern-
ments and civil society had become more
aware of the desperate need for real reforms.

On the terrorism threat, he pointed out
that the Arab Social Affairs Council is dealing
with the social aspect of the phenomenon.
The council is not only interested in answer-
ing the question of how to counter terrorism
but rather how terrorism did find a foothold in
our societies, he suggested.

The Arab League chief also stated that the
Arab League is trying to eradicate poverty
through the implementation of the 2030 sus-
tainable development plan which was ratified
by the Arab leaders in their summit in
Nouakchott. He reiterated the call for Arab
Social Affairs Council to put in place its five-
year plan and fulfill the great tasks assigned

to it. He urged member states to continue
their support to the Arab Fund for Economic
and Social Development.

Unified vision 
In the meantime, Arab Parliament Speaker

Meshaal Al-Selmi emphasized the importance
of agreeing on a unified Arab vision for
achieving social development.  In his speech,
Selmi welcomed the Arab ministerial meeting
follow up deliberations on the required meas-
ures to eliminate multi-dimensional poverty
and achieve social development based on the
ambitious plans of Arab governments.  He
lauded the Arab League’s vision, which has
much in common with the Arab Parliament’s
working paper, on countering poverty from
legislative and humanitarian perspectives.  He
commended the Arab League’s strategy for
protecting displaced children as well as pro-
vision of medical care to elderly people.

Selmi called for increased focus on the
psychological needs of elderly people,
stressing that need for new legislations to
guarantee decent life for this segment of
the society. He reiterated the Arab
Parliament’s readiness to cooperate with
the Arab Social Affairs Ministers Council to
transform the joint Arab action and over-
come challenges obstructing the develop-
ment of Arab countries. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and Labor Hind Al-Sabeeh attends a meeting of
Arab Social Affairs Ministers in Kuwait on Monday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Phase 1 of Mina Al-Ahmadi
sulfur project operated

Kuwait urges
WFP members
to unite against
challenges
ROME: Kuwait representative to UN’s
World Food Programme (WFP) Yusuf
Jhail called on WFP member countries
on Monday to unite and initiate dia-
logue over major issues facing food and
agriculture.

Jhail, addressing WFP’s Executive
Council’s annual meeting in Rome, said
the council members were following
with interest ongoing discussions over
UN reforms which would help achieve

the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) 2030, specially the eradication
of hunger and malnutrition.

Jhail was presiding the meeting,
attended by 36 member countries and
other organizations, which was due until
tomorrow. WFP Executive Director
David Beasley said the world was wit-
nessing an unprecedented humanitarian
catastrophe, while WFP was trying to
deal with major emergencies around the
globe. He said WFP, which was estab-
lished to address an urgent incident, has
been expanding its role due to the
repeated crises.

WFP, which was facing financial
strains, was engaged with the UN
Secretary General and leaders of inter-
national organizations to draw a full-
fledged plan and national strategies to
better address humanitarian crises, he
said.  — KUNA


