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Amir, Erdogan hold key talks, 
seal numerous bilateral deals 

Crown Prince returns after successful medical trip
KUWAIT: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
held talks with HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday, as a crisis that has split Qatar
from its Gulf neighbors enters its sixth month. Erdogan
and Sheikh Sabah discussed “regional and international
developments” the KUNA news agency said. A group of
nations led by Saudi Arabia and including Bahrain,
Egypt and the United Arab Emirates cut ties with Qatar
in June, accusing it of supporting extremists and foster-
ing ties with Riyadh’s archrival Iran.

Qatar, the world’s largest exporter of liquefied natural
gas, denies the accusations. Kuwait has led mediation
efforts in the dispute, while Turkey has stepped in to
support Qatar with food imports in the face of a block-
ade by the Arab states. Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan
Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah said the talks high-
lighted deep-rooted bilateral relations, ways to bolster
them and means to improve cooperation on all fronts.

Kuwait and Turkey also signed a number of agree-
ments in a ceremony held at Bayan Palace with both
nations’ leaders in attendance. The ceremony brought
together HH Sheikh Sabah, HH the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and
Erdogan. 

Among the agreements was a deal for cooperation in
sports, in which Kuwait’s Minister of Commerce and
Industry as well as Acting Minister of State for Youth
Affairs Khaled Al-Roudhan, along with his Turkish
counterpart Osman Askin Bak were the signatories.
Meanwhile, a memorandum of understanding to encour-
age bilateral investment was signed by Director General
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KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah greets
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan at Bayan Palace yesterday. — KUNA 

HH Sheikh Sabah receives HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah at the Amiri airport terminal yesterday. — KUNA 

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Health Minister Dr Jamal Al-Harbi yesterday
opened the surgery unit at Jahra Hospital after it was fully
equipped. “Jahra Hospital is the first public hospital to have
the latest cardiovascular information system (CVIS) that
links all departments and keeps doctors updated with their
patients’ info,” Harbi said. He affirmed the health ministry
aims to achieve the vision of the government to provide the
highest standards of performance in order to improve the
quality of health services and provide excellent health
services to citizens and residents.

Jahra Hospital Director Dr Ali Al-Mutairi said the unit
occupies an area of 600 sq m and is fitted out with the
latest equipment that will enable doctors to conduct all
medical interventions 24/7. The unit is made up of a
reception room and five fully-equipped rooms, including

two main rooms with state-of-the-art medical and sterili-
zation equipment.

The beds in the unit can bear weights of up to 500 kg.
There are also examination and operation rooms, a three-
bed room, a changing room, a storage room and a room for
medical staff. The unit is working with 20 doctors and 50
nurses to provide the necessary medical services to resi-
dents of Jahra and nearby areas.

Mutairi pointed out that the importance of this unit
stems from the fact that it is an integrated and independ-

ent unit, which makes it easier to carry out minor opera-
tions without having to move to other hospital depart-
ments. This also reduces the length of stay of the patient in
the hospital. He stressed that the opening of the new unit
comes within a comprehensive plan to develop the servic-
es provided by the hospital in terms of performance and
provision of advanced devices. Work on the unit was done
by Central Circle, which is a leading company in medical
equipment. Central Circle was established in 1979 to pro-
vide medical equipment and turnkey solutions.

Harbi opens 
state-of-the-art
surgery unit at
Jahra Hospital 

KUWAIT: Health Minister Dr Jamal Al-Harbi tours the surgery unit at Jahra Hospital after its opening
yesterday. — Photos by Joseph Shagra (See Page 3) 

KUWAIT: Ministry of commerce and industry inspec-
tors discovered 3.940 kg of counterfeit gold products
valued at KD 50,000 ($165,000) at a jewelry store in Al-
Rai. The case was later referred to prosecution. The min-
istry said in a statement yesterday that the forged items
were gold jewelry of Indian designs. Cavities in the gold
jewelry items were filled with cheap materials in order to
increase their weight and sell them as pure gold.

The ministry will take all needed procedures against
the forgers, who have already been referred to competent
authorities, the statement added. The ministry will
increase inspection of gold and jewelry markets to verify
validity and condition of scales and percentage of pre-
cious stones set within the items displayed for sale. The
ministry is supervising all precious metals and stones,
whether those displayed at stores, produced in local  fac-
tories or coming from abroad, it said. — KUNA 
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BEIRUT/RIYADH: Kuwait’s ambassador to Lebanon told
President Michel Aoun his country supports his efforts to
overcome the “delicate situation” and stands by Lebanese
sovereignty, Aoun said in a tweet yesterday. Lebanon’s
Saudi-allied Prime Minister Saad Al-Hariri declared his
resignation on Nov 4 in a broadcast from Riyadh, throwing
Lebanon into political crisis. Saudi Arabia, an ally of
Kuwait, has accused Lebanon of declaring war on it
because of the influence of Iran-backed Hezbollah, and has
advised Saudi citizens to leave Lebanon. 

Meanwhile, the head of Lebanon’s Maronite church,
in a historic visit to Saudi Arabia, voiced support yes-
terday for Hariri over his resignation. Beshara Rai
arrived in Riyadh on Monday in the first trip to the
kingdom by a senior Lebanese figure since Hariri quit.
Hariri had cited fears for his life and accused Hezbollah
of controlling Lebanon. “I am convinced by the reasons
for his resignation,” Rai said. “He will return to Lebanon
as soon as possible.”

Many observers suspected Riyadh had ordered him
to resign, and senior Lebanese politicians have alleged
he is under de facto house arrest in the capital. But in
his first tweet in several days yesterday, Hariri brushed

aside those allegations. “Everybody, I’m totally fine.
God willing, I’ll be back in these two days. Let’s calm
down,” he wrote. He added that his family would stay in
Saudi Arabia, calling it “their country”.

Hariri’s resignation came against the backdrop of
mounting tensions between Sunni Saudi Arabia and
Shiite Iran, which back opposing sides in conflicts and
power struggles from Syria to Yemen. Rai’s trip to
Saudi Arabia, though overshadowed by Hariri’s resigna-
tion, is significant as it symbolizes a rare inter-religious
exchange in the ultraconservative Sunni kingdom, home
to the holiest sites in Islam. Rai is the top cleric in
Lebanon’s powerful Maronite community, and is regu-
larly consulted by both Christian and non-Christian
political figures as well as receiving foreign dignitaries
when they visit the country. 
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DOHA: Months into a dispute that has seen Doha cut
off from Saudi Arabia and the UAE, Qatar’s emir said
yesterday his country was “a thousand times better off”
without them, while lauding mediation efforts exerted
by HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah. In a speech to the Shura Council, the
upper house of parliament, Emir Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al-Thani said his government had nonetheless
put in place contingency plans as he expected the bit-
ter political dispute with his neighbors and former allies
to drag on.

“We do not fear the boycott of these countries against
us, we are a thousand times better off without them,” the
emir told members of the council and foreign dignitaries
in Doha. “But vigilance is required,” he added. Sheikh
Tamim said his government was working on “introducing
a number of food security projects” and had “given spe-
cial attention to water security” as it looked to a future
without its former Arab allies. Iran, Turkey and most
recently Spain have stepped in to help Qatar secure food
imports amid a boycott by four Arab states.

Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and
Egypt in June announced they had severed ties with

Qatar, sealing off the emirate’s only land border in the
wide-ranging boycott. They accuse Qatar’s government
of supporting Islamist extremism and fostering close
ties with Iran. Qatar denies the charges, claiming the
dispute is an attack on its sovereignty. “We express our
readiness for a compromise within the framework of a
dialogue based on mutual respect for sovereignty and
common obligations, but on the other hand we recog-
nize that the indicators that come from the blockade
states show they do not want to reach a solution,”
Tamim said. The four countries have “put pressure and
published rumors and fabrications” against Qatar host-
ing the World Cup in 2022.

Both parties in the crisis, the worst to grip the Gulf
Cooperation Council in its 36-year history, have
refused to back down despite mediation attempts by
Kuwait and the United States. 
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RIYADH: Lebanon’s Christian Maronite patriarch Beshara
Rai meets Saudi King Salman yesterday. — AFP 

DOHA: Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani addresses the 46th inaugural session of the
Qatari Shura Council yesterday. — KUNA 


