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Media from around the world described it as the
greatest cultural event of 2017. The Louvre
Abu Dhabi, which opened its doors last week

in the Saadiyat Cultural District, is a stunning work of
artistic creation.  The steel dome that helms the struc-
ture is designed in a pattern inspired by the Islamic
geometrical art. Its stars shine with beams of light that
sometimes appear like giant beads of rain. When
you enter the museum promenades, you’ll think
you’re walking into a minimal white cubicle neigh-
borhood, shaded by a spectacular Islamic geomet-
rical dome floating in the sky. 

When French architect Jean Nouvel saw the
desert land located on the waterfront of Abu Dhabi,
he knew that he would be dealing with light, space
and water, and will need to create a microclimate to
ensure the continued flow of visitors even in times
of harsh heat.

The name Louvre is associated with the image
of architectural and historical inheritance from the
famous museum in Paris, which transformed into a
museum over 200 years ago. On the other hand, the
Louvre Abu Dhabi draws its origin from the idea of
transforming Abu Dhabi into a cultural beacon that
unifies the histories of the East and West. It became a
part of the intergovernmental agreement between the
UAE and France, notably taking shape as the seed of a
giant blossoming tree in a sculpture by Giuseppe
Penone called ‘Leaves of Light’, which is located at the
very heart of the museum.  

Unlike some other museums, you’ll be able to close-
ly explore the exhibits, most of which remain free of
barriers. This strange freedom leaves you touched and
immensely affects the experience. It is also important
to note that the historical objects displayed are
arranged in chronological order, in order to allow the
visitor to look at the history of human civilizations
comprehensively. This assortment reinforces the con-
cept of coexistence that the UAE is proud to promote
and this is reflected in the fourth gallery - ‘Universal

Religions’. Here you see side by side the Gothic Bible,
the first part of the Torah (Pentateuch), a leaf from the
“Blue Quran”, and various other teachings from
Judaism and Buddhism.

Subtle historical developments
The intellectual development of man has not reced-

ed in times of crisis and war. Therefore, the process of

artistic movements is influenced and changed accord-
ing to the development of man himself, his needs, his
economic ability and power. In this context, we recall
how ancient works of art centered on religion in the
Middle Ages, then the transfer of attention to the indi-
vidual in the Renaissance, and finally the impact on art
by the events of rapid industrial development.  

At the Louvre Abu Dhabi, there will be a greater
chance to understand these subtle historical develop-
ments due to the chronological order of works. From

“Madonna and Child” by Giovanni Bellini, to the
woman’s portrait “La Belle Ferroniere” by
Leonardo Da Vinci, passing by the enormous
painting of Napoleon Bonaparte by Jacques-Louis
David and a portrait of George Washington by
Gilbert Stuart, is a semblance of a visual journey
through the history of art. 

Under the light of modernity, a combination of
timeless works of Rene Magritte, Piet Mondrian
and the Japanese artist, Kazuo Shiraga are also on
display. In the final stage titled ‘The Global
Village’, artists delivered masterpieces of collec-
tive memories whipped and spun together by the
dilemma of identity. The need to expand one’s cul-
tural horizons is quickly growing in popularity in

the Middle East. The Louvre Abu Dhabi perfectly
encapsulates this within a system of incubators
designed and managed with international standards
that promotes diversity in an unbiased atmosphere.
Louvre Abu Dhabi is a monument that will live on and
whether you’re an art enthusiast or not, it is an experi-
ence of discovering and re-discovering the history of
our shared cultural civilizations.

Louvre Abu Dhabi’s exterior with Abu Dhabi’s skyline.
Photo: Mohamed Somji
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‘Leaves of Light’ by Giuseppe Penone.

Leaf from the ‘Blue Quran’ - North Africa, 
Spain or Sicily, c. 880-950 century AD.

Jacques-Louis David’s ‘Napoleon Bonaparte’ - France 1803.

Photos from in and around the museum. 


