
BERLIN: Joachim Loew has told his Germany side to
prove themselves in today’s friendly against France as
the defending champions’ sharpen their preparations
for next year’s World Cup. Security will be tight in
Cologne as the friendly takes place almost two years to
the day since the Paris terror attacks of November 13
2015, when 130 people were killed and over 400 were
injured.

On that night, three suicide bombers set off devices
at the Stade de France during a France v Germany
friendly and the shocked German players had to spend
the night at the stadium during a security crackdown.

“Memories of that night
still come back, it was a dra-
matic experience and one
you would not want to expe-
rience again,” said Loew on
Monday. “Over time, you can
block it out. I don’t feel
unsafe and I have confidence
in the security.”

However, the pre-match
focus in Cologne was on the
football. Loew is set to field
first-choice midfielders Sami
Khedira and Toni Kroos,  who missed Friday’s goalless
draw against England at Wembley with a gastrointesti-
nal infection. “I want to see if certain players can prove
themselves against the best,” said Loew.

“The most important thing won’t be the most impor-
tant thing. “Mistakes could be made, which will be
learnt from. “I want to try things out and make changes
during the game.

“We wanted two games in November against teams
on the same level as us. “We want to test a few things,
but it will be a different game to the one against
England. “The French have players who always go for-

ward, I think they will be more dangerous than England
and we want to be better in that regards.” Loew treated
his squad to a speedboat ride down the Thames after
holding England at Wembley, but the players were all
business in a high-tempo training session in Cologne on
Sunday.

Loew will again field an experimental line-up with
Paris Saint-Germain goalkeeper Kevin Trapp set to
start. The Germans came through their World Cup
qualifying campaign with a perfect record of ten wins.
To ensure they face stiff tests before the World Cup
kicks off in Moscow next June, the Germans will also

face Spain and Brazil in
friendlies next March after
their final match of 2017
against the French.

The friendly is unlikely to
be a sell-out with just over
30,000 of the 45,000 avail-
able tickets sold. “Friendly
matches are not that impor-
tant any more, so you have to
understand the publics reac-
tion,” said Loew.

“It is not the first time the
stadium hasn’t sold out.” France are missing Arsenal
striker Olivier Giroud, who picked up a thigh strain in
Friday’s 2-0 win over Wales, while Barcelona winger
Ousmane Dembele and Manchester United midfielder
Paul Pogba are also sidelined.

Germany are without Bayern Munich defender
Jerome Boateng, who also sat out the draw against
England with a muscle injury. The Germans are unbeat-
en in their last 19 matches, dating back to their 2-0
defeat against France in the semi-finals of the 2016
European championships when Antoine Griezmann
scored both goals in Marseille. —AFP
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NEW YORK: The FIFA corruption trial
is to get underway with opening state-
ments in New York, two and a half
years after US prosecutors unveiled
the largest graft scandal in the history
of world soccer.

Forty-two officials and marketing
executives, and three companies were
indicted in an exhaustive 236-page
complaint detailing 92 separate crimes
and 15 corruption schemes to the tune
of $200 million.  Yet only three of them
are going on trial-three fabulously-
wealthy and once-powerful soccer
officials from South America, charged
with racketeering, wire fraud and mon-
ey laundering conspiracies.

Their fate will be decided by an
anonymous jury, chosen after docu-
mented attempts at intimidation. The
12-member panel with six alternates
was selected after four days of screen-
ing last week. Opening statements are
scheduled to begin Monday at the US
federal court in Brooklyn. The most
high-profile defendant is Jose Maria
Marin, 85, former president of Brazil’s
Football Confederation-the sport’s
organizing body in one of the premier

soccer-playing nations in the world.
Since extradition after his 2015

arrest by Swiss police in a five-star
hotel, he has been out on bail, living in
luxury at Trump Tower, the Fifth
Avenue skyscraper best known for
housing the penthouse and company
headquarters of the US president.

Also in the dock is former FIFA vice
president Juan Angel Napout, 59, and
Manuel Burga, who led soccer in Peru
until 2014 and once served as a FIFA
development committee member.

All three plead not guilty. The trial
due to last five to six weeks, prosecu-
tors are expected to present 350,000
pages of evidence and dozens of wit-
nesses.  If convicted, they will be sen-
tenced by Judge Pamela Chen. The
most serious counts each carry a maxi-
mum sentence of 20 years.  US prose-
cutors first announced the indictments
on May 27, 2015, lifting the lid on a
quarter of a century of endemic cor-
ruption in the heart of FIFA, soccer’s
governing body.

Twenty-four defendants have
already pleaded guilty, and two of
them were last month sentenced to jail.
While the US investigation did not
indict ex-FIFA president Sepp Blatter,
he was thrown out of the sport in 2015
after FIFA’s ethics committee found
him guilty of accepting an improper
two million Swiss franc ($2.1 million)
payment from then-UEFA chief Michel
Platini. Blatter was banned from soccer
for six years, and Platini, his former
heir apparent, for four years. — AFP
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Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Boston 12 2 .857 -
Toronto 7 5 .583 4
NY Knicks 7 5 .583 4
Philadelphia 6 6 .500 5
Brooklyn 5 8 .385 6.5

Central Division
Detroit 10 3 .769 -
Milwaukee 6 6 .500 3.5
Cleveland 6 7 .462 4
Indiana 6 8 .429 4.5
Chicago 2 9 .182 7

Southeast Division
Orlando 8 5 .615 -
Washington 7 5 .583 0.5
Miami 6 7 .462 2
Charlotte 5 7 .417 2.5
Atlanta 2 11 .154 6

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Denver 8 5 .615 -
Minnesota 7 5 .583 0.5
Portland 6 6 .500 1.5
Utah 6 7 .462 2
Oklahoma City 6 7 .462 2

Pacific Division
Golden State 10 3 .769 -
LA Clippers 5 7 .417 4.5
LA Lakers 5 8 .385 5
Phoenix 5 9 .357 5.5
Sacramento 3 9 .250 6.5

Southwest Division
Houston 11 3 .786 -
San Antonio 8 5 .615 2.5
Memphis 7 5 .583 3
New Orleans 7 6 .538 3.5
Dallas 2 12 .143 9

NBA results/standings
Oklahoma City 112, Dallas 99; Houston 118, Indiana 95; Detroit 112,
Miami 103; Boston 95, Toronto 94.

CLAIREFONTAINE-EN-YVELINES: France’s forward Kylian Mbappe takes part in a training session in Clairefontaine-
en-Yvelines, as part of the team’s preparation for the friendly football match against Germany. — AFP 
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BOSTON: The Boston Celtics, playing without Kyrie
Irving, hung on for their 12th straight victory on Sunday,
beating the Toronto Raptors. And it came right down to
the final second. DeMar DeRozen missed two shots in the
closing seconds as the Celtics downed the Toronto
Raptors 95-94. After DeRozen missed a jumper, rookie
Jayson Tatum grabbed the rebound, turned and hit Fred
VanVleet with an elbow for an offensive foul with 13.4
seconds remaining. The play was reviewed, the call stood
and Toronto kept the ball. Al Horford, returning from a
two-game absence from a concussion, scored 21 points to
lead five Boston players in double figures. Brown added 18
points, Terry Rozier scored 16, Marcus Smart 14 and
Tatum had 13 points and seven rebounds. DeRozen led the
Raptors with 24 points (but was just 8 of 22 from the
floor), his seventh straight 20-point game at TD Garden.

PISTONS 112, HEAT 103
Tobias Harris led five players in double figures with

25 points to help Detroit beat Miami and finish unbeaten
on the five-game homestand. Avery Bradley scored 24
points, Reggie Jackson had 17 points, rookie Luke
Kennard scored a career-high 14 points, backup point
guard Ish Smith scored 11 points and Andre Drummond
added 17 rebounds for the Pistons. Hassan Whiteside
had 20 points and 12 rebounds, Goran Dragic scored 18
points, Dion Waiters had 16 points and Josh Richardson

added 15 points to lead the Heat, who went 13 of 37
from 3-point range.

THUNDER 112, MAVERICKS 99
Even without two starters, Oklahoma City made

quick work of Dallas. Russell Westbrook-on his birth-
day-had 27 points, six rebounds and five assists, and
forward Paul George followed his best scoring perform-
ance of the season with 37 points in the absence of
center Steven Adams and forward Carmelo Anthony.
Harrison Barnes led the Mavericks with 22 points, Yogi

Ferrell added 18, and Dennis Smith Jr. scored 15 points.

ROCKETS 118, PACERS 95
James Harden, averaging 37.8 points in the previous

five games, scored 26 points and had a season-high 15
assists in Houston’s romp over Indiana. Harden hit 9 of 21
shots from the field and all five free throws. Eric Gordon
chipped in with 21 points, and center Clint Capela con-
tributed 20 points and a team-high 17 rebounds. Guard
Victor Oladipo led the Pacers with 28 points on 11-of-17
shooting from the field. — Reuters

Celtics beat 
Raptors for 12th 
straight victory

BOSTON: Boston Celtics’ Al Horford hangs from the rim after dunking as Toronto Raptors’ Fred VanVleet (23) and
Serge Ibaka (9) look on during the fourth quarter of an NBA basketball game in Boston. — AP

PIRAEUS: Croatia qualified for the 2018
World Cup on Sunday by holding Greece to a
0-0 draw in the second leg of their play-off in
Piraeus for a 4-1 win on aggregate. Zlatko
Dalic’s men will be playing in their fifth World
Cup in Russia next year, having only once
failed to qualify in 2010.

A strong defensive performance, especially
in the second half, was enough for Croatia to
leave the Karaisiakis Stadium with a comfort-
able victory over the two legs after winning
4-1 on Thursday.

Greece coach Michael Skibbe dropped
half of his players from the disastrous first-leg
showing in Zagreb, and the return of Roma
defender Kostas Manolas kept Croatia striker
Nikola Kalinic in check.

For the first 30 minutes Greece were in
control, but despite two good shots from
Borussia Dortmund defender Sokratis
Papastathopoulos and AEK Athens forward
Anastasios Bakasetas, the home team failed
to get the much-needed early goal.

Greece came close to scoring four minutes
before half-time when a cross from Kostas
Mitroglou found midfielder Zeca, who headed
the ball in front of the Croatian goalmouth,
only for goalkeeper Danijel Subasic to tip the
ball away with Panagiotis Retsos ready to
head in.

But the visitors nearly put the tie to bed
when a left-footed blast by Inter Milan

winger Ivan Perisic hit the post in the 43rd
minute, after Barcelona midfielder Ivan
Rakitic had earlier curled a free-kick over the
crossbar.

Greece continued to enjoy more of the ball
in the second period but when it came to fin-
ishing off an attack, either a pass would go
astray or a defender would step in. A shot on
the turn by Mitroglou from just outside the

penalty area just missed the post with an out-
stretched Subasic unable to reach it.  Greece
did put the ball in the net in the 79th minute,
but substitute Dimitris Pelkas was correctly
called offside.

Bologna defender Vasilis Torosidis’ shot
was blocked by Subasic with just three min-
utes left, denying Greece even a consolation
strike. — AFP

Croatia qualify 
for World Cup 
with Greece draw

PIRAEUS: Greece’s Yannis Gianniotas, left, challenges for the ball with Croatia’s Ivan Strinic
during the World Cup qualifying play-off second leg soccer match between Greece and
Croatia. — AP


