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MANILA: US President Donald Trump declared yesterday
that he had a “great relationship” with Philippine President
Rodrigo Duterte, a self-proclaimed killer who is waging a
drugs war that rights groups say involves mass murder, as the
leaders joked with each other in Manila. The US president is
in the Philippines with leaders of 18 other nations for two
days of summits, the final leg of a headline-grabbing Asian
tour dominated by the North Korean nuclear crisis.
Allegations of Russian meddling in last year’s US presidential
elections have dogged the second half of his 12-day trip,
which has taken him from Japan to South Korea, China and
Vietnam.

Rights groups had called
on Trump to end his Asian
journey with a strong state-
ment against Duterte’s
drugs war, which has seen
police and suspected vigi-
lantes kill thousands of
people. But in a series of
encounters over Sunday
and Monday, Trump and
Duterte appeared to enjoy
each others’ company, lead-
ing to warm praise from the
US president during official
talks at lunchtime. “We’ve had a great relationship. This has
been very successful,” Trump told Duterte in brief opening
remarks at their meeting.

Trump praised Duterte for his organization of the summits,
saying he handled them “beautifully”. “I’ve really enjoyed
being here,” he said. As the reporters were being escorted out
of the room, one asked if Trump would raise the issue of
human rights, to which Duterte jokingly called the media
“spies”. Both laughed but neither answered. Duterte’s
spokesman later said repeatedly that Trump did not bring up
any human rights concerns in the meeting, which lasted about
40 minutes.  He said the US leader nodded as he listened to
Duterte speaking about his drugs war.

However Trump spokeswoman Sarah Huckabee Sanders
said human rights were raised, although “briefly”. Duterte
won elections last year after promising to eradicate illegal
drugs with an unprecedented campaign that would see up to
100,000 people killed.  Since he took office, police have

reported killing 3,967 people in the crackdown. Another
2,290 people have been murdered in drug-related crimes,
while thousands of other deaths remain unsolved, according
to government data.

‘I already killed someone’
Many Filipinos back Duterte, believing he is taking neces-

sary measures to fight crime, but rights groups warn he may
be orchestrating a crime against humanity. Amnesty
International accuses police of shooting dead defenseless
people and paying assassins to murder addicts. When pres-

sured over allegations of
extra-judicial killings car-
ried out by police, Duterte
insists he has never told
them to break the law.  But
rights groups say police are
following Duterte’s incite-
ments to kill , including
comments made last year
when he said he would be
“happy to slaughter” three
million addicts.

He has also repeatedly
boasted about killing peo-
ple himself, most recently

last week while in Vietnam for the Asia-Pacific economic sum-
mit.  “At the age of 16, I already killed someone. A real person,
a rumble, a stabbing. I was just 16 years old. It was just over a
look,” Duterte said. Former US president Barack Obama was
one of many prominent critics of Duterte’s handling of the
drugs war. The Philippine leader responded last year by call-
ing him a “son of a whore”.

Ties between the Philippines and the United States, long-
time allies bound by a mutual defense treaty, deteriorated
sharply as Duterte turned towards China and Russia. Duterte
last year declared the Philippines’ “separation” from the
United States. But Trump told Duterte in a telephone call in
April that he was doing a “great job”, which helped to begin a
diplomatic thaw. “We are your ally. We are an important ally,”
Duterte said yesterday, appearing to confirm relations were
back on track, although he has also continued to court China
and Russia. Some Filipinos were not happy though, with hun-
dreds of people staging an anti-Trump rally near the confer-

ence venue which led riot police to use water cannon.
Champagne, love song

Duterte and Trump sat next to each other at a pre-summit
banquet on Sunday, during which they smiled, chatted and
clinked champagne glasses. Duterte, 72, also sang a Filipino
love song, saying light-heartedly that he did so on the orders
of the US president. Duterte is hosting the world leaders
because the Philippines holds the rotating chair of the 10-
nation Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) bloc. 

The events yesterday and today in Manila are two sepa-
rate ASEAN-hosted summits, which also include China, Japan,
Russia, South Korea, India, Canada, Australia and New
Zealand. The rising threat of the Islamic State group across
Southeast Asia, and further efforts to pressure North Korean
leader Kim Jong-Un to abandon his nuclear ambitions, were
top agenda items in Manila. “Terrorism and violent extremism
endanger the peace, stability and security of our region
because these threats know no boundaries,” Duterte said in
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News in brief

33 die as train derails
LUBUMBASHI: Thirty-three people riding on a fuel
train in southeastern Democratic Republic of Congo
were killed and 26 were injured when the train plunged
down a ravine and caught fire, officials said. The UN’s
radio Okapi said there had been 33 fatalities in the acci-
dent on Sunday. It occurred in the mining region of
Katana, close to the border with Zambia and Angola, in
the DRC province of Lualaba. “Thirty-three” people
were killed, Richard Muyej Mangez Mans, the governor
of Lualaba province, told AFP, confirming Okapi’s toll.
“Twenty-six people who were seriously injured have
been admitted to hospital. Doctors have been sent from
Kolwezi to help those who are lightly injured.” “Work is
continuing to search for any survivors in the wreckage,”
he said.  Access to the site is difficult because of the
poor state of the roads during the rainy season, he said.
The Red Cross said it was unable to give a toll. 

N Korean soldier shot 
SEOUL: A North Korean soldier defected to the South
yesterday after being shot and wounded by the North
Korean military, South Korea said. The soldier was
found on the south side of the border village of
Panmunjom, about 50 meters south of the Military
Demarcation Line, wounded in his shoulder and elbow,
according to a South Korean defense ministry official.
He defected from a North Korean guard post nearby
and was being treated in hospital. “The defector was
urgently transferred to hospital in a helicopter of the
United Nations Command, and there was no exchange of
fire with our side,” the ministry official said. “Since it was
an area exposed to the North, we had to crawl toward
there to get him out,” the official added. There was no
immediate comment on the incident from North Korea. 

13 drown as boat capsizes 
HYDERABAD: At least 13 people drowned and others
were missing after a crowded ferry capsized in the
Krishna River in India, a government official said yester-
day. Another 20 people swam to safety or were rescued
by villagers in the Krishna district, Andhra Pradesh state
Home Minister N Chinnarajappa said. Police said the
ferry riders were not wearing life jackets, The Press
Trust of India news agency reported. Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said the tragedy was “anguish-
ing.” “My thoughts are with the families of those who
lost their lives,” he said.  Thirty-eight people were on
board when the ferry capsized while turning toward the
river bank, officials said. Police and workers from the
National Disaster Relief Force searched for those who
were missing. The state government ordered an inquiry
into the accident, which occurred about 275 kilometers
southeast of Hyderabad, the state capital.  

Breakaway Somaliland votes 
MOGADISHU: Residents of the self-proclaimed state of
Somaliland voted yesterday in its third presidential poll,
hoping to prove its democratic credentials and
strengthen the case for independence from troubled
Somalia. The northern territory, which is more tribally
homogenous and stable than the rest of Somalia, broke
away in 1991 and has been striving to attain international
recognition ever since. Three candidates are running for
the state’s top office, seasoned politicians Muse Bihi of
the ruling Kulmiye party and opposition candidates
Abdirahman Iro and Faysal Ali Warabe, who was defeat-
ed in previous elections in 2010. “The procedure started
peacefully this morning and we are confident that this
election is going to be a milestone for the entire region,”
said Iro as he voted. 

US, Philippines 
presidents bond 

at Asia summit

MANILA: Vietnam’s Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc (left), US President Donald Trump (center) and Philippine
President Rodrigo Duterte join hands for the family photo during the 31st Association of South East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) Summit in Manila yesterday. — AFP 

Traffic chaos as 
protesters besiege 
Pakistan’s capital
ISLAMABAD: Protesters from a hardline religious group
blocked the main highway into Islamabad for the sixth day
running yesterday, virtually locking down the Pakistani
capital and causing commuter fury as authorities hesitated
to act. The roughly 2,000 protesters are demanding the
resignation of the federal law minister over a hastily-aban-
doned amendment to the country’s controversial blasphe-
my laws. They have camped for nearly a week on a flyover
connecting Islamabad with the neighboring garrison city
of Rawalpindi, along which thousands of people commute
every day to work in the capital. Young men armed with
clubs are searching anyone approaching the protest site
and refusing to let vehicles pass, pelting those who come
near with stones. 

“I have been stuck up on the road for (the) last one and
a half hours because of this mess,” said Adnan Iqbal, an
employee of a pharmaceutical firm who spoke to AFP from
the traffic jam where he was late for work. The protesters,
members of the Tehreek-i-Labaik Yah Rasool Allah
Pakistan religious group, acted after the government intro-
duced an amendment which changed some wording in the
blasphemy law. The change-from “I believe” to “I solemnly
swear”-did not alter the law, which carries the death
penalty. The government has said the change was made
inadvertently and quickly reversed it through another
amendment.

But the rightwing group insisted it was an attempt to

water down the hugely sensitive legislation. “The protest-
ers have baseless demands. Authorities should deal (with)
them with force and move them away from the road,” said
Fayyaz Hussain, another commuter who had been strug-
gling to reach his office for two hours yesterday.
Authorities were shying away from employing force
despite the palpable anger of commuters and days of traf-
fic delays. “Use of force is no option at the moment,” sen-
ior Islamabad official Shoaib Ali told AFP, adding that the
priority was negotiations.

Protesters, meanwhile, vowed to stay put. “Either the
minister resigns or we are killed or arrested: we will not
leave this place,” Pir Muhammad Afzal Qadri, one of the
group’s leaders, told AFP at the protest site.  Blasphemy is
a highly contentious issue in deeply Muslim Pakistan,
where even unproven allegations have prompted mob
lynchings and other murders. The legislation has drawn
criticism from human rights groups, who say it fuels
Islamist extremism and is used to settle petty rows based
on paltry evidence.— AFP 

Australian book 
pulled over fears 
of China backlash 
SYDNEY: An Australian publisher has shelved plans to
release a book detailing alleged Chinese interference in
the country over fears of legal attacks by Beijing, the
author said yesterday. Academic Clive Hamilton said
his book “Silent Invasion” was pulled by publisher
Allen & Unwin last week just as it was about to go to
press.He told AFP that Allen & Unwin had cited “seri-
ous... threats” of possible legal action from Beijing
should the company release the work. The book, which
was to be his ninth with the publishing house, included
the names of individuals and organizations trying to
influence Australian society and politics in China’s
interests, Hamilton said.

He described it as “very factual, very deeply
researched”.  In an email exchange with Allen & Unwin
which Hamilton shared with AFP, the publisher said
there was a “very high chance” the company could be
sued for defamation if the book was published. 

“If pursued with malice, this kind of vexatious legal
action... could result in the book being withdrawn from
sale, and both you and Allen & Unwin being tied up in
expensive legal action for months on end or longer,” it
said.  Hamilton, a prominent author and professor of
ethics and Charles Sturt University, called the decision
“a watershed moment in Australia, when Beijing can
suppress free speech”.

A Chinese foreign ministry spokesman said yester
day that he was not aware of the situation involving the
pulled publication. “China has been developing
exchanges and cooperation in various areas with
Australia based on mutual respect, equality and mutual
benefit,” spokesman Geng Shuang said during a regu-

lar press briefing. “We hope relevant parties can put
this in perspective and do more things that are con-
ducive to the sound and steady development of China-
Australia relations.” The incident came amid height-
ened anxieties in Australia over the extent of Beijing’s
soft power.

Canberra in June ordered an inquiry into espionage
laws and foreign government activities following a
media investigation into large political donations by
two Chinese billionaires with reported links to China’s
Communist Party. The probe, by the ABC and Fairfax
Media, said intelligence agencies had major concerns
that Beijing was interfering in Australian institutions
and using the political donations system to gain
access. Last month Foreign Minister Julie Bishop
warned Chinese students in Australia they should
abide by the nation’s values of “openness and uphold-
ing freedom of speech”.

Hamilton said Allen & Unwin had suggested delaying
his book’s publication until court cases brought by
Beijing against other Australian media were settled.  But
he rejected letting his manuscript “sit on a shelf gather-
ing dust for a year or more” and insisted he would find
another publisher for the work.  Other Western publish-
ers have reported being pressured by Chinese authori-
ties over content inside China.In August, another for-
eign publisher, Britain’s Cambridge University Press,
temporarily removed 300 academic articles covering
sensitive Chinese political issues from a journal’s web-
site in China at the request of an import agency, only to
revive the texts in response to public outcry.

That same month, US-based Association for Asian
Studies said it had received a similar request from
China’s publications administration, but it did not com-
ply. In a statement to several media outlets, global pub-
lisher Springer Nature said this month that it has
blocked access within mainland China to “a small per-
centage of our content (less than one percent) in com-
pliance with local distribution laws”. The censored arti-
cles, covering topics such as Tibet and the Tiananmen
Square protests, are still viewable outside mainland
China.— AFP 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani activists of the Tehreek-i-Labaik Yah Rasool Allah Pakistan (TLYRAP) religious group
search a motorcyclist along a blocked highway during a week long protest in Islamabad yesterday. —AFP 

Fashion designer 
exposes domestic 
servitude in India
‘sunshine state’
CHENNAI: When celebrated Indian fashion designer
Wendell Rodricks sat down to write his third book, haute
couture was not on his mind. He was thinking about his
neighbor Rosa - an elderly woman who had lived her life
as a poskem - adopted as a child by a wealthy family in the
western Indian state of Goa, given their family name but
condemned to a lifetime of domestic servitude. Rodricks’
new novel - Poskem: Goans In The Shadows - is a fictional
tale of four people caught up in a Goan tradition that final-
ly appears to be dying out in the 21st century.

Rodricks writes of an unspoken world of the last gener-
ation of people who fell victim to the poskem tradition,
preserving their story for posterity, the publisher’s note
states. The author, a Goan himself, describes it as “the sun-
shine state’s dark secret”. “The worst part of being a
poskem ... was that the entire village knew of these people
and did not treat them with respect,” Rodricks told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation.  Alda, the protagonist of the
book inspired by the real-life Rosa, discovers she is differ-
ent from the other children in the house when she is 10.

While her six “siblings” went to school, she did house-
hold chores, and while they ate from porcelain plates, she
ate in the kitchen with the servants. “Poskem has so many
emotions - incest, sodomy, rape, seduction, love, hate, mur-
der. But all this happened in reality,” Rodricks said at the
book’s launch in India’s southern city of Chennai. India’s
2011 census recorded more than 4 million laborers aged
from five to 14 years old. In Goa, one of India’s top tourist
destinations, poskem were normally from poor families or
illegitimate children, Rodricks said. —Reuters


