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Weather forecasts 
help farmers fight 
extreme climate 
ARGOBA: Armed with a spear and undeterred by the
intense sunlight, Tarekegn Kareto meticulously plucks
weeds in his maize field in Argoba village, in southern
Ethiopia. “With both dry weather and unusually heavy
rains hitting us in the past year, I’ve lost over half of my
harvest of maize and sorghum,” he said, pausing to
wipe sweat off his forehead. “That means I’ve had to
dip into my crop reserves - which I can no longer sell
for extra income - or even rely on neighbors’ charity for
food,” he added.  

Prolonged drought and erratic rainfall across the
country have hit harvests and livestock, eating into farm-
ers’ and herders’ income and meals, experts say. In the
second half of 2017, at least 8.5 million Ethiopians needed
urgent food aid, up from 5.6 million in January, according
to an August report by the UN Food and Agriculture
Organization. To remedy this, a project hopes to help
Ethiopian herders and farmers access weather informa-
tion to make more informed decisions and better absorb
climate shocks. 

It has set up 25 automatic weather stations across
Ethiopia’s Afar, Somali, and Southern Nations,
Nationalities and Peoples’ (SNNP) regions, which supply
weather data to relevant government agencies and local
communities. The initiative, led by aid agencies Farm
Africa and Mercy Corps, is part of the Building Resilience
and Adaptation to Climate Extremes and Disasters
(BRACED) program, funded by the UK Department for
International Development. The data helps herders and
farmers predict the availability of water and grass for
grazing, and allows government agencies to predict and
track extreme weather events. 

“Although Ethiopia already has automated weather
stations, populations in these remote regions have little
to no access to climate information,” explained Dereje
Agize, program coordinator at Mercy Corps. Tsegaye
Ketema, head of developmental meteorology at
Ethiopia’s National Meteorological Agency, said that
“with millions of Ethiopians in need of food aid due to
very dry weather, access to reliable climate information
can literally be a life saver”. Setting up weather stations
in rural areas is part of the government’s Climate
Resilient Green Economy strategy, which aims to
achieve self-sufficiency in food by 2025. 

Reliable climate info
Ethiopia is particularly vulnerable to extreme weather,

said Kareto, explaining that “in recent years I’ve wit-
nessed several droughts during what was supposed to be
rainy seasons and heavy rainfall at periods which are
supposed to be dry”. That makes it difficult to know what
to plant and when, he added. Getu Guleya, chief adminis-
trator of Derashe woreda - an Ethiopian term for district
- explained that “weather volatility in our area is a big
challenge, even contributing to communal tensions and
food insecurity”. Worsening drought has created
increased competition for resources and land between
ethnic groups, which can result in deadly conflict, he said. 

The BRACED project aims to prevent this by provid-
ing communities with regular and reliable climate infor-
mation. The Ethiopian met agency, which runs the weath-
er stations, uses the weather data to share local informa-
tion on air temperature, rainfall and wind direction -
among other indicators - and produce regular climate
reports. The forecasts are then broadcast on community
radios in local languages, which break down the technical
terms into information that’s easier to understand. Guleya
hopes that timely weather information will “reduce the
need for pastoralists to migrate or raid neighboring com-
munities in search of food and pastures”.  —Reuters
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Britain risks losing clout in the aerospace industry

EU signs defense pact 
in decades-long quest

BRUSSELS: France and Germany edged towards achiev-
ing a 70-year-old ambition to integrate European
defenses yesterday, signing a pact with 21 other EU gov-
ernments to fund, develop and deploy armed forces after
Britain’s decision to quit the bloc. First proposed in the
1950s and long resisted by Britain, European defense
planning, operations and weapons development now
stands its best chance in years as London steps aside
and the United States pushes Europe to pay more for its
security. Foreign and defense ministers gathered at a
signing ceremony in Brussels to represent 23 EU govern-
ments joining the pact, paving the way for EU leaders to
sign it in December. Those governments will for the first
time legally bind themselves into joint projects as well as
pledging to increase defense spending and contribute to
rapid deployments.

“Today we are taking
a historic step,”
Germany’s Foreign
Minister Sigmar Gabriel
told reporters. “We are
agreeing on the future
cooperation on security
and defense issues ... it’s
really a milestone in
European development,”
he said. The pact
includes all EU govern-
ments except Britain,
which is leaving the bloc,
Denmark, which has opted out of defense matters,
Ireland, Portugal and Malta. Traditionally neutral Austria
was a late addition to the pact. Paris originally wanted a
vanguard of EU countries to bring money and assets to
French-led military missions and projects, while Berlin
has sought to be more inclusive, which could reduce
effectiveness.

Its backers say that if successful, the formal club of 23

members will give the European Union a more coherent
role in tackling international crises and end the kind of
shortcomings seen in Libya in 2011, when European allies
relied on the United States for air power and munitions.
Unlike past attempts, the U.S.-led NATO alliance backs
the project, aiming to benefit from stronger militaries.
The club will be backed by a 5-billion-euro defense fund
for buying weapons, a special fund to finance operations
and money from the EU’s common budget for defense
research.

Members will also be required to submit national
plans and be subject to a review system identifying weak
spots in European armies with the goal of plugging those
gaps together. Many governments say Russia’s seizure of
Ukraine’s Crimea in 2014 was a turning point, after years

of defense spending cuts
that left Europe without
vital capabilities. “This is a
commitment for countries
to do better together,”
French Foreign Minister
Jean-Yves Le Drian said.
“It comes at a time of sig-
nificant tension,” he said,
referring indirectly to
Russia’s rising military
reach and Islamic mili-
tants who have attacked
European cities.

Role for Britain?
Despite an Anglo-French-led EU defense integration

effort in 1998, Britain blocked formal collaboration on
military matters, wary of the creation of an EU army.
Defense integration was revived by France and
Germany, with support from Italy and Spain, in a show
of unity after Britons voted to leave the EU in June
2016. The EU had struggled in military and humanitari-

an missions in the Balkans, Libya and in Africa over the
past 20 years and were caught off guard by Russia’s
Crimea annexation.

As the EU initiative, known as Permanent Structured
Cooperation, has gained momentum, British officials have
been pressing for involvement. Britain’s aerospace indus-
try and its biggest defense firm BAE Systems fear losing

out, diplomats said. British Foreign Secretary Boris
Johnson likened London’s support to Gothic architec-
ture, saying: “We are there, like a flying buttress to sup-
port the cathedral,” he told reporters. In a possible com-
promise, Britain may be able to join in, but only on an
exceptional basis if it provides substantial funds and
expertise. —Reuters

23 governments 
sign; Austria
joins at last

minute
BRUSSELS: EU Foreign Policy Chief Federica Mogherini (right) and NATO Secretary General attend a for-
eign/defense affairs council at the European Council in Brussels yesterday. —AFP

Yemeni rebels 
vow escalation 
SANAA: Saudi Arabia announced yesterday that the Saudi-led
coalition fighting Shiite rebels in Yemen will begin reopening air-
ports and seaports in the Arab world’s poorest country, days
after closing them over a rebel ballistic missile attack on Riyadh.
The announcement from the Saudi mission at the United Nations
came after the coalition fighting Yemen’s rebels, known as
Houthis, faced widespread international criticism over the clo-
sure, with the UN and over 20 aid groups saying it could bring
millions of people closer to “starvation and death.” “The first
step in this process will be taken within 24 hours and involves
reopening all the ports in areas controlled by” Yemen’s interna-
tionally recognized government, which the coalition backs, read
the mission’s statement.

Those ports are in Yemeni cities of Aden, Mocha and
Mukalla. For ports in rebel-held or disputed territories, such as
the city of Hodeida, the mission said it has asked the UN to send
a team of experts to discuss ways to make sure weapons can’t
be smuggled in. The Saudi-led coalition hopes that will prevent
“the smuggling of weapons, ammunitions, missile parts and cash
that are regularly being supplied by Iran and Iranian accom-
plices to the Houthi rebels,” the statement said.

Despite the Saudi announcement, a top leader of Yemen’s
Shiite rebels yesterday vowed retaliation against the oil-rich
kingdom over its disastrous blockade of his war-torn country.
The war has killed over 10,000 civilians, displaced 3 million peo-
ple and left much of the infrastructure in ruins. The fiery com-
ments by Saleh al-Sammad, the head of the Presidency Council
of the Houthis, came during a rally of thousands of rebel sup-
porters marching down a main boulevard in the capital, Sanaa.

Al-Sammad said that with the blockade, the coalition “shut
down all doors for peace and dialogue.” The more the blockade
tightens, he said, the more the Houthis will develop their abilities
to “respond to the assault of the enemy.” After two years of a
devastating war, the Houthis still control much of Yemen’s north
while the south falls under the embattled President of Abed
Rabbo Mansour Hadi, whose government is recognized by the

international community and who is supported by the Saudi-led
coalition.

Saudi Arabia announced it shut down all ports after a Houthi
ballistic missile attack near Riyadh’s international airport. The
missile was intercepted but Saudi Arabia and the United States
both accused Iran of supplying the missile, saying it bore
“Iranian markings.” The Houthis have denied that. For its part,
Iran long has denied supplying any arms to Yemen, though it has
backed the Houthis and highlighted the high civilian casualties
from the Saudi-led coalition’s campaign of airstrikes.

Yemeni secret prison
Meanwhile, a senior Yemeni official and families of prisoners

say dozens of detainees have been moved to a government-run
prison in the southern city of Mukalla. The official said yesterday
that 133 detainees were transferred from the Riyan airport. It’s
one of 18 secret prisons that an Associated Press investigation
revealed as run by the United Arab Emirates or its allies, where
former prisoners said torture was widespread. The UAE denies
the allegations and says all prisons in government-controlled
territory are run by Yemeni authorities. —Agencies

SANAA: Yemenis take part in a demonstration calling for the Saudi-led coalition’s blockade to be lifted yesterday
in the rebel-held capital Sanaa. —AFP

66 people 
perish in Kenya
turmoil 
NAIROBI: Kenya’s police monitor said yes-
terday investigations into the alleged killings
by police of a girl and a baby in election-
related violence were complete, and a
spokesman said the case would probably
end up in court. Kenyan police frequently
face accusations of brutality and extrajudi-
cial killings from civilians and rights groups,
but officers are rarely charged and almost
never convicted. 

Human rights groups say at least 66 peo-
ple have died in bloodshed associated with
the August election, which was later voided
by the Supreme Court, and in unrest sur-
rounding the re-run of the presidential vote
last month. Stephanie Moraa, an 8-year-old
girl in the Nairobi slum of Mathare, died
after being hit by a stray bullet as police
fired to disperse protesters on Aug. 12, the
day after election results were announced.
And the parents of six-month-old Samantha
Pendo said she was teargassed and clubbed
by police who invaded their home in
Kisumu looking for protesters. 

Yesterday, the government-funded but
civilian-run Independent Police Oversight
Authority (IPOA) said it had forwarded its
findings and recommendations to the direc-

tor of public prosecutions “for review and
direction”. Asked yesterday what IPOA had
recommended to the prosecutor’s office
regarding the two deaths, spokesman
Dennis Oketch said: “It’s a matter which will
most likely end up in court. We don’t want
to give any information that can become
prejudicial. We will wait for the [prosecu-
tor’s] review.” IPOA’s statement did not
specify if it had identified suspects in the
two deaths. It did not mention any other
investigations into election-related violence. 

Police beatings at university
It has however, completed another inves-

tigation into alleged police beatings at a
demonstration in September at Kenya’s old-
est university that sparked opposition anger
at what they see as a pattern of police bru-
tality.  IPOA said it had recommended to a
police service commission that it take “stern
disciplinary action against the responsible
Commander”. It had also forwarded the
investigation file to the prosecutor’s office,
the statement read.

Shortly after the August election, IPOA
said it was fast-tracking investigations of all
deaths and injuries for which the police
were alleged by rights groups to be respon-
sible. Kenyan police dispute those accounts.
The National Police Service described a
report last month by Human Rights Watch
and Amnesty International on 33 deaths in
Nairobi during the crackdown as “totally
misleading and based on falsehoods”.
Despite its history of police brutality, Kenya
is an economic and transport hub in East

Africa and important Western ally against
militant Islam that receives substantial
financial support for its security services
from international donors, including the
United States and Britain.

The IPOA was set up in 2011 after the
killings of around 1,200 people in vio-
lence following the disputed 2007 elec-
tion.  It has received more than 9,000
complaints of police brutality and cor-
ruption since then. Last year, it secured

its first conviction, of two police officers
sentenced for the death of a 14-year-old
girl shot dead during a house raid in 2014.
A survey last year by the non-profit
International Police Science Association
ranked Kenya’s police force as the 125th
worst-performing out of 127 national police
forces studied. Only forces in the
Democratic Republic of Congo and Nigeria
did worse, measured on factors such as
“process” and “legitimacy.” —Reuters

NAIROBI: Staff of the Supreme Court put petitions’ paper in order, earlier brought by
representatives of a consortium of civil society organizations “We-the-People”,
seeking to overturn the result of last month’s Kenyan presidential election. —AFP


