
Earthquake
leaves trail of
death and 
destruction 
in Iraq
DARBANDIKHAN: Nizar Abdullah spent the
night sifting through the ruins of the two-
storey house next door in the mountainous
town of Darbandikhan in Iraqi Kurdistan after a
killer quake hit the region. “There were eight
people inside,” Abdullah, an Iraqi Kurd said
yesterday, outside the pile of concrete debris
where the house once stood.

Some family members managed to escape,
but “neighbours and rescue workers pulled out
the mother and one of the children dead from
the rubble”, said the 34-year-old. The 7.3-mag-
nitude quake hit on the Iraq-Iran border area
on Sunday night, killing hundreds of people
and injuring thousands of others.  Iran took the
brunt of it, with at least 336 people killed and
3,950 injured, while in Iraq the quake claimed
eight lives and injured 535 others, officials from
both countries said.

The quake hit a border area 30 kilometers
southwest of Halabja in Iraqi Kurdistan at
around 9:20 pm (1820 GMT), the US
Geological Survey said.  Most people were at
home when the quake struck. “All at once the
electricity went out and I felt a strong tremor,”
said Loqman Hussein. “I immediately ran out of
the house with my family,” he added. Akram
Wali, 50, said many families in Darbandikhan

sought shelter with relatives outside of the
town. They fled as authorities in Iraqi Kurdistan
called on the population in the southern area of
the town to leave their homes, fearing that the
Darbandikhan dam would burst.

All eyes on dam   
The dam, which spans the Diyala River, is

located in Sulaimaniyah province, where seven
people were killed, including four in
Darbandikhan. One person died in Diyala
province. Authorities in the Darbandikhan
region, home to 40,000 people, say the dam
has withstood the fury of the quake and did not
suffer any major cracks. Taha Mohammed, 65,
has not heeded the call to leave Darbandikhan,
even if the quake totally destroyed his house.
“We ran out and no one was injured,” said the
man dressed in the traditional baggy pants of

Iraqi Kurds, counting his blessings despite the
tragedy. Iraqi health ministry spokesman Seif
Al-Nadr said that the quake injured 321 people
in Iraqi Kurdistan, 170 others in Diyala
province and 44 in the disputed northern
province of Kirkuk. Most of them were treated
for shock, he said in a statement.  “The Iraqi
government must help the victims,” said Yassin
Qassem, whose house was badly damaged by
the quake. “We are Kurds but also Iraqis,” he
added. Tensions have run high between the
autonomous Kurdish region and the federal
government in Baghdad since the Kurds held
an independence referendum in September in
defiance of Baghdad. Sunday’s quake was also
felt in southeastern Turkey. Ankara has sent
humanitarian assistance to Iraq, including tents
and blankets, as well as a medical team, a
Turkish government spokesman said. — AFP 
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HARZ: Hikers take a rest and enjoy the view on snow-covered Brocken mountain in the Harz region near Schierke, Germany yesterday. — AP 

BONN: The carbon dioxide emissions that drive global
warming, flat since 2014, are set to rise two percent this
year, dashing hopes they had peaked, scientists report-
ed at UN climate talks yesterday. “This is very disap-
pointing,” said Corinne Le Quere, director of the Tyndall
Centre for Climate Change Research at the University of
East Anglia and lead author of a major study detailing
the findings.  “With global CO2 emissions from human
activities estimated at 41 billion tons for 2017, time is
running out on our ability to keep warming below two
degrees Celsius, let alone 1.5 C.” The 196-nation Paris
Agreement, adopted in 2015, calls for capping global
warming at 2 C below pre-industrial levels.

With the planet out of kilter after only one degree of
warming-enough to amplify deadly heatwaves,
droughts, and superstorms-the treaty also vows to
explore the feasibility of holding the line at 1.5 C. Earth
is overheating due to the burning of oil, gas and espe-
cially coal to power the global economy. Deforestation
also plays a critical role.  “The news that emissions are
rising after a three-year hiatus is a giant leap backward
for humankind,” said Amy Luers, a climate policy advi-
sor to Barack Obama and executive director of Future
Earth, which co-sponsored the research.

This year’s climate summit is presided by Fiji, one of
dozens of small island nations whose very existence is
threatened by rising seas engorged by warmer water

and melt-off from ice sheets on Greenland and
Antarctica. Thousands of diplomats in Bonn are negoti-
ating the “rulebook” for the Paris pact, which goes into
effect in 2020. To stay below the 2 C threshold, green-
house gas emissions should peak and begin to curve
downward by 2020, earlier research has shown.  Stalled
CO2 emissions from 2014 through 2016 - due to better
energy efficiency, a boom
in renewables, and
reduced coal use in
China-raised expecta-
tions that the world had
turned the corner.

Those hopes were
premature.  “As each year
ticks by, the chances of
avoiding 2 C of warming
continue to diminish,”
said co-author Glen
Peters, research director
at Center for
International Climate
Research in Oslo, Norway.”Given that 2 C is extremely
unlikely based on current progress, then 1.5 C is a dis-
tant dream,” he said. The study fingered China as the
single largest cause of resurgent fossil fuel emissions in
2017, with the country’s coal, oil and natural gas use up

three, five and 12 percent, respectively.

Earth outside safe zone
China alone accounts for nearly 30 percent of global

carbon pollution.  Emissions from India-the world’s
fourth largest emitter after the United States and the
European Union-are projected to grow by two percent,

down from a 6.7-percent
increase the year before.
2017 CO2 emissions in
the United States will
drop by only 0.4 per-
cent, compared to 1.2
percent annually over
the previous decade. For
the first time in five
years, US coal use is
projected to rise.  

“ H u m a n - i n d u c e d
warming has accelerated
over the past few years
despite the slowdown in

carbon dioxide emissions because of other drivers of
climate change, notably methane,” said Myles Allen, a
professor at the University of Oxford, commenting on
the findings. The Paris Agreement rests on voluntary
carbon-cutting pledges from virtually every country in

the world. But even if fulfilled, those promissory notes
are not enough to keep Earth in the safe zone, and
would still see global temperatures rise a devastating 3
C (5.6 F) by the end of the century. “Global commit-
ments made in Paris to reduce emissions are still not
being matched by actions,” said Peters.

The bottom line, say experts, is that the global econ-
omy is not shifting quickly enough from fossil fuels to
low- or zero-carbon energy.  Solar and wind energy
have grown 14 percent annually since 2012, but still only
account for a tiny fraction-less than four percent-of
global energy consumption. The transition from dirty to
clean energy has been slowed by oil, gas and coal subsi-
dies that topped $320 million dollars (270 million euros)
in 2015, according to the International Energy Agency.

Oceans and forests combined absorbed over half of
the CO2 emissions from human activity, with the rest
staying in the atmosphere, the study showed. “We
would expect that the carbon sinks will eventually
weaken as temperatures continue to rise, but how much
and how fast is an active area of research,” said Peters.
The International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN), meanwhile, released a report yesterday show-
ing that climate change now imperils one in four natural
World Heritage sites, including coral reefs, glaciers, and
wetlands-nearly double the number from just three
years ago. — AFP 

World carbon emissions on the rise 
Global 2% rise in CO2 ‘giant leap backwards for humankind’

Tribal justice
awaits returning
Iraqis who 
joined Islamic
State
AL-OBEIDI: In the unforgiving deserts
of Iraq, there is just one way to deal
with defeated members of the Islamic
State group who try to come home-
tribal justice. No pardons are possible
among tribes which have agreed
among themselves to treat with the
utmost severity those members who
became jihadists. As for the families of
IS members, many have already fled,
fearing reprisals. The former army
commander for operations in the west-
ern province of Anbar, where IS once
held sway after a sweeping offensive
across Syria and Iraq in 2014, told AFP
returning jihadists face short shrift. 

“The Bumahal and the other tribes
have agreed to adopt a common
stance” on the issue, said General
Ismail Mehlawi, himself a Bumahal. In
the vast Sunni region where tribal law
prevails, the tribes have addressed the
thorny question of what to do about
any relatives who pledged allegiance to
the self-proclaimed IS “caliphate”.

“They’ve all fled to neighboring Syria,”
say residents of Al-Obeidi village in the
heart of what was the last jihadist bas-
tion in Iraq, which has just been retaken
by Iraqi forces.

But if any return or are discovered
in the area, they “will be treated with
severity”, Mehlawi said. “No pardon
will be possible,” said the mousta-
chioed Iraqi whose home was dynamit-
ed by members of his own tribe who
had joined IS. “We will punish them as
prescribed by God so justice is done to
the tribesmen who have been
wronged” during the jihadist occupa-
tion. The cycle of revenge has already
begun in Al-Obeidi, said a security offi-
cial in the Al-Qaim region whose
150,000 inhabitants belong to around
half a dozen tribes.

Acts of vengeance
“A week ago, Busharji fighters blew

up the house of a member of their tribe
who had joined IS” and who was him-
self accused of blowing up homes in
Al-Obeidi, the official said, speaking on
condition of anonymity. Before
destroying his home, the tribe shunned
him, leaving the former IS man unpro-
tected in a country where tribal law
often takes precedence over the law
and the courts. Mohammed Al-
Mohammedi heads the municipal coun-
cil in Hit near the Anbar provincial cap-
ital of Ramadi. He told AFP that several
months ago, he was approached by
families demanding “the expulsion of
relatives of jihadists”. — AFP 

Researchers 
warn time is 
running out

DARBANDIKHAN, Iraq: People gather around a leveled building in the
mountainous town of Darbandikhan in Iraqi Kurdistan yesterday, following
a 7.3-magnitude quake that hit on the Iraq-Iran border.  — AFP 


