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KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Youth
held a press conference yesterday to
announce a cultural forum for Arab youth
beginning tomorrow as part of the activi-
ties of Kuwait, the Arab youth capital. The
three-day forum coincides with a book
exhibition that will attended by 48 partic-
ipants and a large number of Arab intel-
lectuals and writers from 11 countries.

During the conference, chairman of the
organizing committee of the forum and
the director general of the authority
Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi said the forum
will include a competition in three fields -
short story, poetry and art - in addition to
several seminars and lectures. Mutairi

stressed that the forum reflects the role of
Kuwait as a center of science, literature,
culture and arts to promote and spread
the values of moderation. He said the
Kuwaiti youth is capable of making this
event a success and elevating it to a high
level of creativity.

Mutairi said Sheikha Dr Suad Al-
Sabah is the guest of honor as a role
model for young people with her dedica-
tion to work, where she will present many
of her poetry, literary novels and histori-
cal books. He said that the presence of a
person of such literary stature among the
Arab youth is an excellent addition to the
forum, as it is “the wisdom of the pioneers
and the enthusiasm of young people that
brings experience and the transfer of
knowledge and diversity of work”.

Mutairi said that the forum will be an
opportunity to enable young people to
acquire important positions and skills in
the literary, cultural and arts fields, calling
on Kuwaiti youth who are interested in
cultural aspects to attend and contribute
to the activities to benefit from the vari-
ous events of the forum.

Director of the forum Salah Al-Arjani
reviewed the most important activities of

the forum, which will start after the open-
ing with the participation of the distin-
guished Al-Babtain Cultural Foundation,
which will honor participating delegations
and then hold a symposium entitled
“Kuwaitis’ pens” by writers Reem Al-
Moussawi and Abulwahab Rifai.

Arjani said the second day will start
with a cultural tour of the participating
Arab delegations to see the activities of
the Association of Students of the Faculty
of Arts at the National Library of Kuwait,
followed by a lecture entitled “Arabic lan-
guage - necessity or intellectual luxury”,
presented by Mohammed Al-Sadani. This
will be followed by a symposium on the

history of art by the president of the
association of fine arts Abdul Rasool
Salman.

Arjani said the committee has formed
judging committees that include a group
of academics and specialists. Dr Salman
Al-Shatti, professor of literature and criti-
cism at Kuwait University, chairs the short
story contest jury; Dr Abdullah Al-
Muhaini, professor of Arabic poetry at
Kuwait University, chairs the Arab poetry
competition jury; while secretary of the
fund of the Kuwaiti society for fine arts
artist Salem Al-Kharji chairs the art con-
test jury. Results will be announced at the
end of the festival.

Alghanim Industries
concludes Tmkeen
Youth Symposium
sponsorship 
KUWAIT: Alghanim Industries, one of the largest pri-
vately owned companies in the region, concluded its
strategic sponsorship of the 6th annual Tmkeen Youth
Symposium, which was held under the patronage of the
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
 Al-Sabah, from the 23rd to the 25th of October 2017. 

Speaking about the sponsorship, Alghanim Industries
CEO, Omar Kutayba Alghanim said: “Through six years
of growth and continued success, Tmkeen’s Youth
Empowerment Symposium has proven to be an excellent
forum for young, aspiring, entrepreneurs to interact with
key business leaders. Both the public and private sectors
must play an active role in enabling our youth to become
masters of their economic futures. We hope to see more
participants and more success stories out of Kuwait.”

He went on to say, “Alghanim Industries is dedicated
to youth empowerment and education - that’s why we
will continue to support initiatives that address this key
segment of our society. We’re proud to have taken part
in Tmkeen, and are happy to see it thrive year after
year.” The first day of the symposium held at the Jaber
Al-Ahmed Cultural Centre (JACC) started with two pan-
el discussions on both “Youth Opportunities in the
Energy Sector” and “Startup Opportunities in the
Private Sector”, in which a group of local business lead-
ers participated in the discussion. Following that, a semi-
nar on “Strategic Leadership” was held, which included
Simon Ainslie, former Global Vice President of Nokia,
who discussed his perspective on the subject. 

The second day of the symposium had a group of
young local entrepreneurs engage in a panel discussion
titled, “Tech Startups: Growth Challenges”. The event
continued with two seminars, the first titled “The Secrets
of Launching a Startup” where Ghina Abbas, Senior
Research Manager of Marketing Services and Insights
at Alghanim Industries, spoke about her experience
alongside Victoria Grace, Founder of Colle Captial. The
day was concluded with a seminar titled “Next
Generation of Tech Entrepreneur” featuring Patrick
Pichette, former Senior Vice President and Chief

Financial Officer at Google Inc.
On the third and final day, Sam Chamberlain, Chief

Operating Officer of Five Guys Group, spoke of his
endeavors in a seminar titled “Building and Evolving
Your FandB Brand”. The final seminar, “Lessons for
Young Entrepreneurs”, included Mike Tattersfield,
Chairman of Caribou Coffee, who shared his insights on
the subject. 

Chairman of the Tmkeen Youth Symposium, Ali Al-
Ibrahim said: “Alghanim Industries is one of the first
companies to support us. We share the same goals to
inspire youth to become future leaders and entrepre-
neurs. As an organization that has set many of the stan-
dards that businesses in the country follow today, we are
grateful for their partnership and leadership. We thank
them once again for placing their trust and confidence in
our work and look forward to more successful partner-
ships in the years to come.” 

This initiative comes as part
of Alghanim Industries’
Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) program, which is com-
mitted to giving back to the
community, supporting educa-
tion and encouraging entrepre-
neurship. It is worth noting that
the company supported the
Kuwait Red Crescent Society
(KRCS) in the “Educate for a
Brighter Kuwait” campaign
aimed at providing educational
opportunities to all non-
Kuwaiti children living in the country. The company has
also partnered with UNHCR, signing a MoU through
which Alghanim Industries will support the education of
Syrian refugee children in Lebanon. 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan Palace
yesterday the credentials of new Vietnamese
Ambassador Trinh Minh Manh, new Omani
Ambassador Adnan bin Ahmad bin Abdallh, Peru’s
Ambassador Fransisco Revarola and Cuba’s
Ambassador Fernando Perez Maza, in addition to
Egyptian Ambassador Tarek Elkouny.

The ceremony was attended by First Deputy Prime

Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy Minister of Amiri
Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarah Al-Sabah, Under-
Secretary of Amiri Diwan Ibrahim Mohammad Al-
Shatti, Director of His Highness the Amir’s Office
Ahmad Fahad Al-Fahad, Advisor at Amiri Diwan
Mohammad Abdullah Abu Al-Hassan, and Chief of
Amiri Protocols Sheikh Khaled Abdullah Sabah Al-
Nasser Al-Sabah, in addition to other senior officials.

Earlier yesterday, His Highness the Amir received
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem,
as well as Chairman of the Legislative Council of
Brunei Abdul Rahman bin Tayeb and his accompany-
ing delegation on the occasion of his visit to the
country. Tayeb also met separately with Ghanem and
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir also hosted Sheikh Sabah

Al-Khaled and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Egypt
Sameh Shukri and his accompanying delegation, on
the occasion of their visit to Kuwait. His Highness the
Amir also received Secretary General of the Arab
League Ahmed Abul Gheit and Chief of Armaments,
Space and Security Affairs at Boeing Company Lien
Carrett. The receptions were attended by Deputy
Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Al-Jarrah
Al-Sabah. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Minister of Foreign Affairs of Egypt
Sameh Shukri. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Chairman of the Legislative
Council of Brunei Abdul Rahman bin Tayeb.
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Being a language enthusiast, I wondered how El
Chapulin Colorado spoke so much Arabic ? It
makes my day every time I come across a word
in a language that mimics my mother tongue
Arabic (Al-Arabiya). Mostly, Middle Eastern lan-
guages are expected to give me these ‘jolts’ my
brain adores. Many Indo-European languages
have adopted Arabic words, because of the his-
torical fact that many gigantic caliphates or
Islamic empires were empowering Arabic one
after the other during their conquests of the east
and west.

Correspondingly, the fluidity of Spanish word
articulations and its unique grammar are tellingly
synched with our native tongue, regardless of the
fact that Spanish originated from Latin. In this
article, I will explain why Spanish is the closest
language to Arabic - closer to us than Turkish

and Persian. And why do Latinos look and sound
like Arabs, who are both adored by Trump. What
are the racial and linguistic relations between
Arabs and Latinos?

How did Chespirto, ‘super comediante,’ the
Mexican comedy hit television star, got to say
‘cat’ with an exact Kuwaiti accent - ‘El gato?’
And how is that when he was fighting ‘Super
Sam,’ he was pronouncing the word ‘money’ as
‘El dinero,’ the Kuwaiti currency? Calling fruits
and herbs with Arabic names such ‘El naranga,’
‘El lemon,’ ‘El Azafran’ and ‘Arroz,’ and using
Arabic for managerial descriptions during jail-
house episodes, such as Alamin and Almojarife.

There are yet many linguistic similarities -
Spanish speakers’ use of definite articles such as
the ‘El’ and ‘Al’ is identical lexically and phoneti-
cally to how Arabs use their definite articles of
‘Al,’  the fast-paced rhythm of our speech, our
overinflated intonations both in comedy and
anger, and the double ‘rr’ that possibly came from
the ‘shaddah’ that if placed on any Arabic letter
will double it automatically. It is debatable that
the Spanish special ‘R’ came from Latin such as
the Italian rolling ‘R;’ however, Spanish has a spe-
cial dispensation than Italian. ‘Looks’ are a sensi-
tive issue, and genealogy is a whole different ball
game than linguistics. This I would like to cover
in my next article.

How much Arabic
Latinos speak?
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KUWAIT: Director General of the Public Authority for Youth Abdulrahman Al-
Mutairi (center) speaks during the press conference. — Photo by Joseph Shagra
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