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BALUKHALI, Bangladesh: Tiny Mohammad Sohail cries
uncontrollably as he waits to see a doctor-one of the thou-
sands of Rohingya children at risk of an agonizing death
from malnutrition even after reaching the safety of refugee
camps in Bangladesh. His father was killed in the crack-
down on Muslims in Buddhist-dominated Myanmar’s
Rakhine state, forcing his mother Hasana Begum to flee
with Mohammad and his brother-joining some 610,000
other Rohingya who have fled since August. 

The family barely ate on their seven-day trek across hills
and through jungles to the Bangladesh border where they
arrived two weeks ago, and it has taken its toll. Aged just 21
months, Mohammad’s ribs
nearly poke through his
skin. His hands are just skin
and bone. “We walked for
days through continuous
rain, cold and heat. Both my
sons suffered from fever
and diarrhea and have since
lost appetite,” Begum said.
There are at least 50 other
malnourished children like
him at the Balukhali camp
medical unit.

“The condition of many
of these children is very
critical. Most of their parents don’t even understand the
extent of the problem,” said paramedic Shumi Akhter.
Medical teams are distributing special high-nutrition baby
food packs so Rohingya infants can build some muscle. But
it is a desperate battle for all. The UN Children’s Fund,
UNICEF, estimates that 25,000 children in the overcrowd-
ed Rohingya camps are suffering from severe malnutrition
that could easily become a major killer.

“The Rohingya children in the camp-who have survived
horrors in Rakhine state and a dangerous journey here-are
already caught up in a catastrophe,” said Edouard

Beigbeder, the country head of UNICEF. “Those with
severe malnutrition are now at risk of dying from an
entirely preventable and treatable cause. These children
need help right now,” Beigbeder said. More than half of
the huge influx into the refugee camps are children. Some
have died there, but the UN said it had no information on
whether malnutrition was a cause.

Selling rations 
For widows like Begum who have no extended family,

getting food is a new battle as ration queues last between
six and eight hours. “I can’t take them to collect the relief

as I cannot carry my sons
and the heavy sack,” the
23-year-old said. She
cannot leave them in the
tarpaulin shanty that has
become their home either
as there is no one to look
after Mohammad and
three-year-old Nur Alam.
“Every neighbor is busy
with their own problems.
Nobody has spare time
to babysit,” she said. “But
I get panicky there until I
get back home because

these boys are everything I have left,” she said.
A visit to shanties at Balukhali showed that most

refugee families survive on a diet of rice and lentils, with
occasional vegetables and dried fish. “Such a diet is not
sufficient for toddlers or breastfeeding mothers. In this
camp, the number of malnourished babies is already over
the emergency margin line,” aid worker Fazle Rabbi said.
Charity workers said the situation was exacerbated by
refugees selling food to local Bangladeshis to raise cash
for household goods and other essentials.

“Everyday we buy a lot of food from the refugees. We

pay them cash in exchange for rice, lentil, sugar, salt, cook-
ing oil, milk powder and baby food,” a Bangladeshi whole-
saler in the nearby town of Ukhiya said. 

Refugees who admitted selling food said they needed

cash to buy firewood, clothing, and other necessities. The
Rohingyas are not allowed to seek work in Bangladesh.
Refugee Karim Majhi said: “We don’t have any choice but
to sell food.”—AFP 

Rohingya children face 
death by malnutrition

Children at camp in critical condition

It is a 
desperate 

battle for all

WASHINGTON: An unmanned Cygnus cargo ship
operated by Orbital ATK is poised to blast off toward
the International Space Station on a frigid yesterday,
carrying supplies to the six astronauts living in orbit. The
launch from Wallops Island, Virginia is scheduled for
7:37 am, with temperatures forecast to be below freezing
at around 25 Fahrenheit. But the unseasonably cold tem-
peratures are still within the acceptable range for an
Antares rocket launch, which would be halted only if the
weather dipped below 20 F, launch managers said.

As of Friday afternoon, the forecast for yesterday’s
sunrise launch was “95 percent favorable,” NASA said
in a statement. The mission is the eighth for Orbital
ATK, which has a $1.9 billion-dollar contract with
NASA to resupply the space station over several years.
The barrel-shaped Cygnus is packed with 7,400
pounds of food, supplies, equipment and science
experiments. Among them is a satellite that will test
how bacteria grow in microgravity, and determine the
minimum amount of antibiotic needed to stop its
growth. “Bacterial antibiotic resistance may pose a
danger to astronauts in microgravity, where the immune
response is weakened,” NASA said. ——AFP
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UKHIA: A young Rohingya Muslim refugee who entered Bangladesh by boat rests as he waits to
go to refugee camps near the Thankhali refugee camp in Bangladesh’s Ukhia district.—AFP

Climate target too low 
and progress too slow
BONN: The world must sharply draw down greenhouse
gas emissions and suck billions of tons of carbon dioxide
from the air if today’s youth are to be spared climate cata-
clysm, a top scientist has warned. “This reality is being
ignored by governments around the world,” said James
Hansen, who famously announced to the US Congress 30
years ago that global warming was underway. “To say that
we are ‘moving in the right direction’ just isn’t good
enough anymore,” he said in an interview.

Head of NASA’s Goddard Institute for Space Studies
until 2013, Hansen and his 18-year-old granddaughter-who
is suing the US government for contributing to the prob-
lem-delivered that message this week at UN climate nego-
tiations in Bonn. Thousands of diplomats at the 12-day,
196-nation talks are haggling over the fine print of a
“user’s manual” for a treaty that will go into effect in 2020.
Inked in the French capital in 2015, the Paris Agreement
calls for capping global warming at two degrees Celsius.
With the planet out of kilter after only one degree of
warming-enough to amplify deadly heatwaves, super
storms and droughts-the treaty also vows to explore the
feasibility of holding the line at 1.5 C.  

“That is a good impulse, because if we go to 2 C, it is
guaranteed that we will lose our shorelines and coastal
cities,” said Hansen. “The only question is how fast.”
Earth’s surface temperature, the amount of CO2 in the
atmosphere, and sea levels have all changed in lock-step
over hundreds of millions of years, he pointed out. In 2016,
atmospheric concentration of carbon dioxide-the main

greenhouse gas-tipped over 403 parts per million (ppm),
40 percent above the pre-industrial average and the high-
est level in at least 800,000 years, the UN’s weather
agency reported this week. 

Proven prescient   
Even under optimistic scenarios, that number is pro-

jected to rise for decades. What’s the limit for a climate-
safe world? The UN’s science advisory body, the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), has
said we can “likely” stay under the 2 C threshold if CO2
levels don’t exceed 450 ppm by 2100. For Hansen, that’s a
recipe for disaster. Melt water from the Greenland and
Antarctic ice sheets could add meters to sea levels by
2100, he has calculated. “The last time in Earth’s history
that CO2 concentrations were at 450 ppm, sea level was
25 meters (80 feet) higher,” he noted.

When writer and environmentalist Bill McKibben
decided a decade ago to launch a campaign to fight global
warming, he asked the world’s best known climate scientist
what he should call it. “He had in mind the name ‘450.org’,”
Hansen recalled. By coincidence, Hansen was about to
publish a major study that concluded the ceiling for CO2
levels should be 350 ppm, at most.  Thus was born
350.org, probably the largest grassroots climate action
organization in the world.

“Hansen does make a compelling case that many cli-
mate change impacts are occurring sooner and with
greater magnitude than we expected,” said Michael Mann,
director of the Earth System Science Center at
Pennsylvania State University. “Jim’s past predictions have
proven prescient and we do indeed ignore him at our per-
il.” “Hansen’s contributions to the basic science of climate
change are fundamental to our current understanding-no
one has contributed more,” said Michael Oppenheimer, a

professor of geosciences and international affairs at
Princeton University.

Climate negligence 
Even if humanity succeeds in bending down the curve

of greenhouse emissions far sooner than currently seems
imaginable, it would not be fast enough to bring CO2
levels back to 350 ppm by century’s end, according to
Hansen. “You would have to extract 150 billion tons of
carbon from the atmosphere,” more than 10 times the
amount we emit each year, he said. The technology to do
that does not currently exist. At 76, Hansen is thinking a
lot about and what kind of world young people will be
inheriting. —AFP

WASHINGTON: This file photo shows atmos-
pheric physicist and Columbia University Earth
Institute adjunct professor James Hansen tes-
tifying before the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee in Washington, DC.—AFP


