
BOSTON: The Boston Celtics lost Kyrie Irving but rallied
from 18 points down in the second half and captured their
11th straight victory, roaring past the Charlotte Hornets
and hanging on for a 90-87 victory on Friday night. With
Gordon Hayward out for the season and Al Horford sitting
out a second straight game with a concussion, Irving, the
third member of the new Big Three, went down with a pos-
sible concussion less than two minutes into the game-the
result of an errant elbow from teammate Aron Baynes.
Boston went on to a season-low 11 points in the first quar-
ter and was down 18 early in the third before sending the
Hornets to their fourth straight loss that completed an 0-4
road trip. With journeyman guard Shane Larkin leading
the way, the Celtics went on a 14-2 fourth-quarter run to
take control of the game and held the Hornets to 11 points
in the fourth quarter.  But the home team still had to sur-
vive a scramble at the end to survive.

Pacers 105, Bulls 87
Victor Oladipo scored 25 points and Bojan Bogdanovic

added 22 as Indiana snapped a four-game losing streak.
The Pacers never trailed and limited the Bulls to 25.9 per-
cent shooting (7 of 27) from 3-point range. The Pacers had
struggled defensively during the four-game skid, allowing
an average of 115 points. Thaddeus Young chipped in 13
points for Indiana (6-7), which won for the first time since
Nov. 1. Myles Turner also reached double figures for the
Pacers and finished with 11 points and nine rebounds.
Bobby Portis, playing his second game since returning
from an eight-game suspension, scored 20 points and
grabbed 11 rebounds off the bench to lead Chicago, which
lost its third straight.

Pistons 111, Hawks 104
Reggie Jackson made two

pivotal 3-pointers in the final
minute, lifting Detroit to its
fourth straight win. Jackson
finished with 22 points and six
assists for the Pistons (9-3),
who gave away a 19-point lead
before regaining control.
Andre Drummond had 16
points, 20 rebounds and a
career-high seven assists for
Detroit. Avery Bradley supplied 20 points and Tobias
Harris contributed 16 points and eight rebounds. Ish Smith
led Pistons reserves with 17 points and five assists. Kent
Bazemore tallied 22 points, five rebounds and five assists
for the Hawks (2-10). Dennis Schroder recorded 17 points
and 11 assists, John Collins tossed in 16 points and eight
rebounds, Dewayne Dedmon added 13 points and nine
rebounds and Marco Belinelli chipped in 14 points.

Bucks 94, Spurs 87
Giannis Antetokounmpo had 28 points and 12 rebounds

and newly acquired Eric Bledsoe added 13 points and hit a
key jumper down the stretch as Milwaukee defeated San
Antonio to snap a four-game losing streak. The Bucks led
87-80 with 6:13 to play on a jumper by Khris Middleton,

but Milwaukee missed its next five shots and allowed San
Antonio to pull within 89-87 on Manu Ginobili’s 3-point
play with 2:26 remaining. Bledsoe, who was playing his
first game with Milwaukee after being traded from Phoenix
on Tuesday, made a jumper with 1:40 to play and
Middleton added another with 55 seconds left to push the
Bucks’ advantage to 93-87. The Spurs missed their final
five shots and got no second chances down the stretch.

Thunder 120, Clippers 111
Paul George scored a season-high 42 points as

Oklahoma City beat slumping Los Angeles. Russell
Westbrook added 22 points and eight assists while
Anthony scored 14 points as Oklahoma City snapped a
four-game losing streak. Lou Williams scored a season-
high 35 points to lead the Clippers. Blake Griffin and
Austin Rivers added 17 each for Los Angeles, which lost
for the fourth straight time and the sixth time in seven
games.

Heat 84, Jazz 74
Dion Waiters scored 21 points and Goran Dragic added

18 to help Miami rally for a win over Utah. Miami won its
second straight after holding the Jazz to 4-of-33 shooting
(12.1 percent) in the second half. Utah’s shooting struggles
helped the Heat overcome 20 turnovers. Rodney Hood
scored 19 points to lead the Jazz. Rudy Gobert chipped in
12 points and 12 rebounds and Donovan Mitchell and Alec
Burks each scored 12 points for Utah, which has lost four
straight-three at home.

Magic 128, Suns 112
Aaron Gordon scored 22

points, Nikola Vucevic had 19
and Orlando blew open a see-
saw game early in the fourth
quarter to beat slumping
Phoenix. Terrence Ross and
Jonathan Simmons added 17
each for the Magic, who are 8-
4 and off to their best start
since going 9-3 to start the
2011-12 season. The Magic are
a perfect 4-0 against the
Western Conference. Alex Len

had 21 points and 13 rebounds for Phoenix, TJ Warren had
20 and rookie Josh Jackson had a career-high 18 points for
the Suns, who have lost five straight and the first three
games of a seven-game homestand. They also lost forward
Jared Dudley to a right knee sprain in the third quarter.

Nets 101, Trail Blazers 97
D’Angelo Russell totaled 21 points and nine assists as

shorthanded Brooklyn beat Portland. Russell five players in
double figures for the Nets, who used a 31-18 third quarter
to improve to 2-2 on a five-game road trip. DeMarre
Carroll added 16 points, former Trail Blazer Allen Crabbe
added 12 and Rondae Hollis-Jefferson contributed 11.
Jusuf Nurkic led the Trail Blazers with 21 points, and guard
Damian Lillard added 19. — Reuters
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MILAN: Top seed Andrey Rublev crushed a demor-
alised Borna Coric on Friday and must and now try to
stop undefeated South Korean Chung Hyeon to win the
inaugural Next Gen ATP Finals title.

Russian number one Rublev, the highest-ranked
qualifier for the tournament at 37th in the world, domi-
nated his fellow 20-year-old with superior firepower to
win 4-1 4-3(6) 4-1 in little over an hour at the Fiera
Milano. Chung, ranked 54, followed Rublev into the
final when he dispatched Russian, Daniil Medvedev, 4-1
4-1 3-4(4) 1-4 4-0. It was too easy for Chung in the
opening two sets but 65th-ranked Medvedev emerged
from his slumber to make a match of it.

Chung re-asserted his authority in the third set,
although he did have to save three break points when
leading 2-0 — letting out a huge roar as he made his
way back to his seat. He then broke again to finish the
job. Coric, who perhaps regretted battling back from
two sets down to win his final round-robin match
against Karen Khachanov despite already having quali-
fied, looked jaded and took his frustration out on his
racket. Twice he broke frames in the third set as Rublev
raced away to victory and a final against either Chung
Hyeon or fellow Russian Daniil Medvedev who are in
action later.

Coric was too passive in the first set but revived in
the second after coach Christian Schneider told his
player, through headphones, to “give me more energy”.
The Croatian got himself into a tiebreak but a poor
forehand at 6-6 gave Rublev a second set point and he
made no mistake. One of the many innovations at the
Next Gen Finals, the headphone exchanges between
coach and player make for interesting listening for the
crowd and TV audiences and Coric’s reaction to losing
the second set was candid.

“I don’t know what to do any more,” he said, before
crumbling to defeat. Coric even became irate with one
live Hawkeye call-the system that has replaced human
line judges at the event.

Rublev, who came into the tournament on the back
of three straight defeats, said it was his best perform-
ance so far and hopes to reverse his crushing round-
robin loss to Chung. “We’ll see if I can change some-
thing,” he told reporters.  “The first match here, I wasn’t
playing that aggressive. I didn’t play that good. I was
missing a lot. “So I hope tomorrow I can show a better
game.” — Reuters

Rublev thrashes
Coric, sets up
Chung rematch 
in Next Gen final

NBA results/standings

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB     
Boston 11 2 .846 -      
Toronto 7 4 .636 3      
Philadelphia 6 5 .545 4      
NY Knicks 6 5 .545 4      
Brooklyn 5 7 .417 5.5  

Central Division
Detroit 9 3 .750 -      
Indiana 6 7 .462 3.5  
Milwaukee 5 6 .455 3.5  
Cleveland 5 7 .417 4      
Chicago 2 8 .200 6      

Southeast Division
Orlando 8 4 .667 -      
Washington 6 5 .545 1.5  
Miami 6 6 .500 2      
Charlotte 5 7 .417 3      
Atlanta 2 10 .167 6      

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Minnesota 7 4 .636 -      
Denver 7 5 .583 0.5  
Portland 6 6 .500 1.5  
Utah 5 7 .417 2.5  
Oklahoma City 5 7 .417 2.5  

Pacific Division
Golden State 9 3 .750 -      
LA Clippers 5 6 .455 3.5  
LA Lakers 5 7 .417 4      
Phoenix 4 9 .308 5.5  
Sacramento 3 8 .273 5.5  

Southwest Division
Houston 9 3 .750 -      
Memphis 7 4 .636 1.5  
San Antonio 7 5 .583 2      
New Orleans 6 6 .500 3      
Dallas 2 10 .167 7      

Brooklyn 101, Portland 97; Oklahoma City 120, La Clippers 111; Milwaukee 94, San Antonio 87; Orlando 128, Phoenix 112; Miami 84, Utah
74; Indiana 105, Chicago 87; Boston 90, Charlotte 87; Detroit 111, Atlanta 104.  

BOSTON: Boston Celtics’ Jaylen Brown (7) passes under pressure from Charlotte Hornets’ Michael Kidd-
Gilchrist during the first quarter of an NBA basketball game in Boston. — AP
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MOSCOW: Russia’s refusal to accept responsibility for
widespread state-sponsored doping uncovered in the
McLaren report could prevent its competitors taking
part in the 2018 Winter Olympics, WADA director gen-
eral Olivier Niggli said on Friday.

One of the 19 conditions the World Anti-Doping
Agency laid out in a ‘Roadmap to Compliance’ requires
the authorities responsible for Russia’s anti-doping
program, including the Ministry of Sport and National
Olympic Committee, to publicly accept the findings of
the McLaren investigation.

The report by Canadian lawyer Richard McLaren
found that more than 1,000 Russian competitors in
more than 30 sports were involved in a conspiracy to
conceal positive drug tests over a period of five years.

“We have one Roadmap that was agreed by every-
body, including our board, and until there is a decision
from the WADA board that this Road Map should be
changed we are sticking to it,” Niggli told Reuters in a
telephone interview from WADA’s Montreal headquar-
ters. “So yes, we will not consider that they have ful-
filled the conditions as long as there are still conditions
on the Roadmap that have not been fulfilled. We are not
deviating from the agreed Roadmap.”

If Russia remains non-compliant with the WADA
Anti-Doping Code it would be another obstacle stand-
ing in the way of the country being cleared to compete
at next year’s Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang, South

Korea. Countries and sports federations must be com-
pliant with the WADA Code to be eligible for the
Olympics with the International Olympic Committee
(IOC) making the ultimate decision on participation.

WADA, which said on Friday it had obtained a data-
base of Russian drug testing that confirms the allega-
tions made in the McLaren report, will present its find-
ings to the IOC before the Olympic Committee’s Dec.
5-7 executive board meeting when it is expected to
decide Russia’s fate for February’s Winter Games.

SHIFTING BLAME
WADA warned Russia in September to stop shifting

blame for its doping scandals but the threat has not
stopped the denials. Russian President Vladimir Putin
suggested on Thursday that allegations of a state-
sponsored doping programme were an attempt to sow
discontent ahead of the country’s presidential elections
and retaliation for alleged Russian meddling in the U.S.
election. The head of Russia’s cross-country skiing fed-
eration Elena Valbe threw more fuel on the fire on
Friday by criticising the IOC’s decision to ban six
Russians for life from the Games, describing it as politi-
cally motivated. “It is certainly unfortunate that we keep
having this kind of rhetoric despite all the evidence that
is now on the table,” said Niggli. “We’ve told the
Russians the requirement is there for them to acknowl-
edge the findings of the McLaren report.

“I honestly don’t understand why rather than
accepting what happened and saying it and change
things and move forward and they have done a lot of
good work, they have a problem doing the last part.”

Niggli said the Russia issue will feature prominently
on the agenda when WADA heads to Seoul for execu-
tive committee and Foundation Board meetings on Nov
15-16. Russian compliance will be discussed, Niggli
said, but he could not say if WADA would make any
recommendations to the IOC.—Reuters

CoCo Vandeweghe 

MINSK: CoCo Vandeweghe gave the
United States a 1-0 lead in the Fed Cup
final against Belarus yesterday with the
Americans looking to break a 17-year
championship drought.

Vandeweghe beat Aliaksandra
Sasnovich 6-4, 6-4 in front of a boister-

ous home crowd in Belarus. “I think
that’s part of having the home court
advantage and I would expect the same
in the US,” said Vandeweghe.

Vandeweghe broke in the opening
games of both sets, and didn’t face a
break point on her serve in the opener.
In the second set, Vandeweghe lost serve
in the second and eighth games, but
broke serve on three of four offerings to
secure the match.

Sloane Stephens faces Aryna
Sabalenka in the second match of the
day. The Americans won a record 17th
Fed Cup title in 2000, with Billie Jean
King as captain. Since then, they have
played and lost in three finals - 2003,
2009 and 2010. Belarus is playing in the
Fed Cup final for the first time. — AP

Russian refusal to
admit doping could
block Olympic path

Vandeweghe
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Fed Cup final

NEW YORK: Olympic gymnast Aly Raisman says she is
among the young women abused by a former USA
Gymnastics team doctor. Raisman tells “60 Minutes” she
was 15 when she was first treated by Dr. Larry Nassar,
who spent more than two decades working with athletes at
USA Gymnastics. He’s now is in jail in Michigan awaiting
sentencing after pleading guilty to possession of child
pornography.

Raisman, the captain of the 2012 and 2016 Olympic
gold-medal winning team, details the abuse in her book
“Fierce,” which will be released on Nov 14. Raisman is the
latest gymnast to claim she was abused by Nassar.
McKayla Maroney, who won two medals at the 2012
Games as Raisman’s teammate, said last month she was
molested for years by Nassar.

Nassar also is awaiting trial on separate criminal sexual
conduct charges and has been sued by more than 125
women alleging abuse. Nassar has pleaded not guilty to
the assault charges, and the dozens of civil suits filed in
Michigan are currently in mediation.

Raisman’s interview with “60 Minutes” will air tonight.
The 23-year-old Raisman has been highly critical of USA
Gymnastics in recent months, calling for leadership change
at the top of the organization while becoming a strong
advocate for athlete’s rights. She’s also spoken up for vic-
tims who have been reluctant to come forward publicly.

“These girls, they should be comfortable going to USA
Gymnastics and saying: ‘I need help, I want therapy. I need
this,’” Raisman said during an interview in August at the
2017 national championships in Anaheim, California.—AP

Olympic gymnast  
Raisman: I was 
abused by doctor


