
KUWAIT: Kuwait hosts today a conference on the
suffering of the Palestinian children amid violations
by Israel, the occupation power, of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child, with broad  high profile
Arab participation. The Arab Council of Ministers
of Social Affairs and Labor will hold their 37th
session on the sidelines of the two-day event.
Kuwait will preside over the ministerial meeting.

The conference’s four sessions will address
reality of the Palestinian children under
International Law and the Convention on the
Rights of the Child; the role of the society and civil
organizations for boosting the rights of the
Palestinian children; the deteriorating educational,
health and psychological conditions of the
Palestinian children detained in Israel’s prisons;
and the legal protection of the Palestinian children
under the Israeli occupation, and setting mecha-
nisms to activate it.  Secretary General of the Arab
League Ahmad Abnul-Gheit will attend the con-
ference, together with the Arab ministers of social
affairs and labor, and representatives of govern-
ment agencies concerned about childhood.

The event is held thanks to joint efforts of
Kuwait’s Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor, and
the Arab League’s Secretariat, and will be attend-
ed by Arab and international prominent advocates
of child rights.

Major goal
The major goal of the conference is to shed

light on the points of weakness and the obstacles
that do not allow the creation and promoting of a
better reality for the Palestinian children, as well as
designing the necessary mechanisms to bridge
that gap through partnerships with experts and
the relevant Arab organizations.  Kuwait has been
well known with its firm stance in support of the
Palestinian people, as well as working hard to help
them recover their rights and self-determination,
Chairman of the International Islamic Charitable
Organization (IICO) Dr Abdullah Almaatouq said.
The country has been, and still is, a pioneer in pro-
viding all forms of humanitarian support to the
“Palestinian brothers” and backing their cause on
the international scene, he added.

Today’s conference that aims to alleviate the

suffering of the Palestinian children constitutes a
new initiative to be added to many others in
Kuwait’s copious humanitarian record and relief
campaigns through history to back the Palestinian
cause, with Jerusalem and Al-Aqsa Mosque at the
core of this, Almaatouq noted.  His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
has always reaffirmed Kuwait’s unwavering stance
in support of the Palestinian cause and people,
stressing the necessity of enforcing the interna-
tional resolutions to commit Israel to bring to a
halt its aggressive policies and flagrant violations
of the relevant international laws, he said
Almaatouq lauded the honorable act of the
Kuwaiti National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali
Al-Ghanem at the recent 137th Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU) Assembly. Ghanem
exposed the Israeli practices and violations
against the Palestinian people, which run contrary
to international laws and norms, as well as the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Neither
the Kuwaiti official nor the popular agencies have
spared the least effort to help the Palestinian peo-
ple, the IICO chairman said.

The Kuwaiti relief societies have placed
Palestine as a top priority on their charity pro-
grams, including the IICO which encourages
humanitarian initiatives to lessen the suffering of
the Palestinian people and provide their basic
needs.  The IICO has launched a solidarity cam-
paign with Palestinians in Al-Quds supporting
programs to protect sanctities and heritage, and in
the meantime, including development and produc-
tion programs, Almaatouq said.

‘Ewaa’ project
In addition, the organization has also launched

the ‘Ewaa’ (shelter) project to rebuild homes dam-
aged in Gaza and Jerusalem, for more dignified liv-
ing conditions for the Palestinian families.
According to the IICO chief, health and medical
projects in the Palestinian territories have been a
priority on the organization’s agenda. 

The Kuwait specialized hospital for Diagnostic
Radiology in Gaza is a major project serving more
than 250,000 people. There is also the cancer
center in Nablus. The IICO has provided several

clinics and health centers
with modern medical
equipment and medica-
tions. The IICO’s support
has also been extended to
mosques, schools and
universities, water desali-
nation and land reclama-
tion. Moreover, it has
established a fund for
Palestinian community
development with $1.200
million. Kuwait’s Deputy
Foreign Minister Khalid
Al-Jarallah had announced at the opening of the
148th Session of the Arab League Council on
September 12 that Kuwait would host an interna-
tional conference on the suffering of Palestinian
children amid the Israeli violations of their rights.

Positive outcomes
Meanwhile, Palestinian Ambassador Rami

Tahboub said Kuwait is keen to make positive out-
comes through hosting the ‘Suffering of the
Palestinian Child’ conference.  Kuwait constantly
aims to achieve effective positive results through
the events it hosts, reflecting the country’s signifi-
cant status and value on regional and international
levels, Tahboub said. “We realize Palestine’s impor-
tance and value inside the Kuwaiti people’s hearts
in general, and to the Kuwaiti government in par-
ticular,” he said, hoping the conference produces
high-level results.

The Kuwaiti government performs its duties to
the fullest through careful preparations and
arrangements of every conference the country
hosts, said the Palestinian diplomat.  There are
workers in ministries of social affairs and labor,
foreign, and Amiri Diwan who work around the
clock to contribute to the conference’s success
and efforts toward attaining best results, said
Tahboub. Meanwhile, he said that Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas’ visit to Kuwait is part
of answering the invitation of the ‘Humanitarian
Leader’ His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to inaugurate the two-
day conference.  — KUNA
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News in brief

Turkish president
visits Kuwait

ISTANBUL: Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan is set to visit Kuwait and Qatar between
November 13 and 15.  During his stay in Kuwait,
the Turkish leader is expected to sign a set of
cooperative agreements with Kuwaiti officials,
Turkish presidency’s information office said in a
statement yesterday. Erdogan will then travel on to
Qatar where he will attend the third meeting of the
Turkish-Qatari strategic committee, it added.
Erdogan will also discuss with Kuwaiti and Qatari
officials bilateral relations and the latest regional
and international developments. — KUNA

Kuwaitis in Lebanon
coming back on track

KUWAIT: The process of bringing Kuwaitis back
from Lebanon is going according to the plan set
by the Foreign Ministry and other authorities,
said Kuwait Airways Corporation (KAC) Friday.
In an online statement, KAC said that Kuwaiti cit-
izens would not need to change their flight reser-
vations, affirming that they can return to the
country as soon as they desire with no additional
charge. By today, Kuwait Airways will halt the
emergency flights and resume normal flight
schedules. In a statement Thursday, the Foreign
Ministry urged Kuwaiti citizens currently in
Lebanon to leave the country immediately. The
statement attributed the step to circumstances
experienced by Lebanon at the moment, as well
as a precautionary measure against any negative
impact that might take place. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is welcomed as he arrives
in the Italian capital Rome yesterday. — KUNA

Crown Prince
arrives in Rome

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: The Ambassador of the Republic of Sudan to the State
of Kuwait Mohiuddin Salem said that his country has launched a
new stage after the United States lifted a myriad of economic
sanctions imposed on Sudan. 

“Kuwait under the leadership of His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad played a prominent role in lifting those sanctions,” Salem
said during a press conference held on Thursday at his residence
on the occasion of the Kuwait-Sudan Economic Forum and the
Sudanese Products Exhibition, which is organized under the slogan
‘Towards a developed economic partnership.’ He further stressed
that the volume of Kuwaiti investments in Sudan exceeded $7 bil-
lion, considering that they are real investments targeting vital sec-
tors in Sudan that benefit both the countries.

He also highlighted the Sudanese government’s implementation
of a number of institutional reform programs, especially economic
policies, which allow the private sector to contribute to the promo-
tion of foreign direct investments. He added that the lifting of eco-
nomic sanctions has led to Sudan’s openness to international
nations and the government’s efforts to reintegrate the Sudanese
financial and banking system into the international system to
improve the business environment in a way that enhances oppor-
tunities for new economic partnerships, especially among private
sector institutions at local, regional and international levels. 

Capital movement
After the lifting of the economic sanctions, the capital move-

ment has become more vibrant, the ambassador said. He added
that the forum will present successful foreign and national invest-
ment experiences as an opportunity for businessmen in both coun-
tries to establish investment partnerships and trade deals that ben-
efit both countries, especially with the existence of investment
projects ready to be presented at the forum to the public and pri-
vate sectors or the partnership between them. He pointed out that
the forum will be held tomorrow and Thursday in the presence of
Sudanese Minister of Investment Mubarak Al-Mahdi and Kuwait
Chamber of Commerce and Industry’s Chairman Ali Al-Ghanem.

Salem pointed towards the participation of more than 40
Sudanese businessmen in the forum, as well as a group of major
Sudanese companies working in the field of investment and trade,
in addition to the official institutions concerned with investment
policies and new banking policies. Climate, investment opportuni-
ties and trade in vital sectors, especially agriculture, livestock,
industry, oil, mining, infrastructure, services and tourism are topics
that will also be featured.

Seriousness to cooperate
On the US-Sudanese relations, Salem referred to “the serious-

ness of the Sudanese and American sides to cooperate. The past
two weeks witnessed the visit of several American companies to
Sudan to explore more areas of joint cooperation.” He highlighted
a number of promising areas for investors in Sudan, mining, oil and
gas. The economic adviser at the Sudanese embassy to Kuwait
Faisal Jumaa said that the size of Kuwaiti investments in Sudan is
large, and most of the Kuwaiti companies remained in Sudan dur-
ing the sanctions period, explaining that the first loans and assis-
tance provided to Sudan were from Kuwait in 1960. He revealed a
conference to be held in Khartoum-Sudan in December to bring
together Arab funds specialized in development and lending to
examine a comprehensive study on Arab food security prepared in
cooperation between the Arab Fund for Economic and Social
Development and one Advisory biographies within the first Arab
economic summit held in Kuwait in 2009.  

Conference part
of Kuwait’s
supportive legacy
KUWAIT: The international conference on the
suffering of Palestinian children, which will be
hosted by Kuwait today and tomorrow, is part
of the Kuwaiti continuous supportive legacy
towards the Palestinian cause.  Long before the
1948 Palestinian exodus, Kuwaitis have been
supporting Palestinians against occupiers. In
1936, the first committee supporting the
Palestinian people was established by Kuwaitis
who gathered donations for Palestine.  Beyond
1948, Kuwaitis have opened their country to
receive Palestinians after they were exiled from
their homeland by Jewish elements that formed
the Zionist state of Israel.

Int’l stance
Kuwait’s international stance on the

Palestinian cause was very visible and in 1963
then Foreign Minister and current Amir of
Kuwait His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah said that Palestinians have
the right to return to their own lands. In 1964,
Kuwait had donated a sum of one million
Sterling Pound in support of the second Arab
summit’s resolution that called for the formation
of a free Palestinian army.

Kuwait renewed its international stance on
the issue when again His Highness Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, then Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, called on Israel to withdraw
from occupied Palestinian lands.

The Gulf country was a key supporter of the

first Palestinian intifada in 1987, allowing
Palestinians in Kuwait to open funds and gather
donations for their cause.  In 1996, Kuwait pro-
vided a sum of $25 million was provided to
autonomous Palestinian regions.

Kuwait repeated the act, donating $25 mil-
lion in 1999 to the Palestinian national authority.
The same year saw a $1.5 million Kuwaiti dona-
tion to the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East
(UNRWA).  In 2000, Kuwait’s late Amir Sheikh
Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah donated
$150 million to support the Palestinian
Jerusalem and Al-Aqsa intifada. In December of
the same year, Kuwait called on the UNSC to
end the continuous suffering of the Palestinian
people by the hand of the brutal Israeli state.

Millions of Dollars
Between 2002 and 2005, Kuwait donated

millions of US Dollars to support Palestine and
UNRWA. His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah donated $30 mil-
lion in 2006 to support the Palestinian people.
Kuwait pledged in 2007 to provide $300 mil-
lion at the Paris donors conference for Palestine.
In 2008, Kuwait signed with the World Bank an
agreement to offer Palestinians a sum of $80
million.

During the Arab social and economic summit
in 2009, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
pledged $34 million to cover the expenses of
UNRWA. The same year saw Kuwait donating
$200 million to reconstruct the Gaza Strip,
which suffer throughout the years from brutal
Israeli military aggressions.

Kuwait decided in 2011 to increase its contri-
butions to UNRWA by $1.5 million. Kuwait and
the World Bank inked again an agreement in
favor of development in Palestine. The agree-
ment was worth $50 million. — KUNA

ROME: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah arrived in the Italian capital Rome on a private visit
yesterday. His Highness the Crown Prince was received at the airport
by Kuwaiti Ambassador to Italy Sheikh Ali Khaled Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
Kuwaiti Consul in Milan and North Italy Abdelnaser Bukhdour and
other embassy staff. 

His Highness the Crown Prince arrived to Rome from the United
States, where he departed from late on Friday, concluding a visit
during which he underwent successful medical checkups. He was
seen off at the airport by Ambassador of the State of Kuwait to the
US Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, and staff of the
Kuwaiti Embassy. — KUNA
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Kuwait played key
role in lifting Sudan
sanctions: Envoy

KUWAIT: The Ambassador of the Republic of Sudan
to the State of Kuwait Mohiuddin Salem speaks
during the press conference. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, accompanied by an official delegation, arrives in Kuwait yesterday on an official visit,
where he will hold talks with HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. The Palestinian leader was received by Deputy
Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah. — KUNA  

Palestinian leader arrives in Kuwait

Kuwait hosts conference on
suffering of Palestinian children
Conference reflects Kuwait’s value, says diplomat


