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JAKARTA: Indonesian authorities in-
vestigating corruption during the cre-
ation of an anti-graft monument and
park project have named 18 civil ser-
vants and businessmen they suspect of
misappropriation of public funds. The
park and sculpture-depicting golden
dragon tails twisting around a tradi-
tional dagger-on the island of Sumatra
were inaugurated late 2016 on Interna-
tional Anti-Corruption Day and aimed
to symbolize the province’s fight
against graft.

But Riau province prosecutors now
say that the tender process was rigged
by 13 public servants and five business-
men, alleging on Wednesday that the
group had conspired in a plot that
caused Rp 1.2 billion ($89,000) in
losses. “We suspect the project in-
volved them working together. They
made up things to win the tender and
give it to the contractor,” said Sugeng

Riyanta, a special crime assistant for
then prosecutors office. “Public ser-
vants deliberately falsified certain doc-
uments... so only one party could win.”

The suspects, who have not been
detained, face a number of charges, in-
cluding corruption, falsifying docu-
ments, and breaking a law that
prohibits public servants to be in-
volved in tender projects. The brazen

nature of the case has underlined the
uphill struggle facing authorities try-
ing to tackle corruption in the graft-
plagued nation.

Indonesia was ranked 90th out of
176 countries and territories in
Transparency International’s Corrup-
tion Perceptions Index in 2016. A
number one ranking represents the
least corrupt.—AFP 

BEIJING: Donald Trump showered Chinese leader
Xi Jinping with praise during talks in Beijing yes-
terday, but prodded his host to work fast to help
resolve the North Korean nuclear crisis, warning
“time is quickly running out”. Speaking on the sec-
ond day of a trip to Beijing marked by pomp and
pageantry, the US president also decried China’s
“one-sided and unfair”
trade surplus with the
United States but told Xi “I
don’t blame China”, as the
two countries signed more
than $250 billion in busi-
ness deals.

Xi hosted Trump at the
imposing Great Hall of the
People, next to Tiananmen
Square, for the main event
of the US president’s five-
nation tour of Asia. While the two leaders ex-
changed pleasantries in keeping with their
professed friendship-with Trump calling Xi a “very
special man”-the former property magnate made
clear that he expected China to do more to rein in
North Korea. “We must act fast. And hopefully
China will act faster and more effectively on this
problem than anyone,” Trump said.

“China can fix this problem easily and quickly,
and I am calling on China and your great president
to hopefully work on it very hard,” the US leader
said. “I know one thing about your president: If he

works on it hard, it will happen. There’s no doubt
about it,” he said, while thanking Xi for his efforts
to restrict trade with Pyongyang. The US adminis-
tration thinks China’s economic leverage over North
Korea is the key to strong-arming Pyongyang into
halting its nuclear weapons and missile programs.
Xi said the two countries reiterated their “firm com-

mitment” to the denu-
clearization of the Korean
peninsula and the imple-
mentation of UN resolu-
tions. He also repeated
his plea for the issue to be
resolved through negoti-
ations, saying China was
ready to discuss the
“pathway leading to en-
during peace and stabil-
ity on the peninsula”.

Though China has backed UN sanctions, US offi-
cials want Chinese authorities to clamp down on
unauthorized trade along the North Korean border. 

But China has resisted taking more drastic
steps, such as halting crude oil exports to the
North. Beijing fears that squeezing Pyongyang too
hard could cause the regime to collapse. US Sec-
retary of State Rex Tillerson said there are signs
that sanctions are “creating some stress within the
North Korean economy” but that Xi told Trump
they could take “a little while” to make a dent.
Trump, who may meet with Russian President

Vladimir Putin at an Asia-Pacific summit in Vietnam
on Friday, also urged Russia to “help rein in this po-
tentially very tragic situation”.

Washington has made no secret of its frustra-
tion at China’s massive trade surplus with the
United States, but at a signing ceremony for over
$250 billion in US-Chinese business deals-includ-

ing $37 billion worth of planes from Boeing-
Trump said he did not blame Beijing. “After all,
who can blame a country for being able to take
advantage of another country for the sake of its
citizens?” He blamed past US administrations “for
allowing this out-of-control trade deficit to take
place and to grow”. —AFP 
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Trump praises Xi, calls him ‘a very special man’

BEIJING: US President Donald Trump and China’s President Xi Jinping arrive for the state din-
ner with the first ladies at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, China.—AP
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RIAU: Students stand near a sculpture, symbolizing Riau province’s fight against
graft, in Pekanbaru, Riau province.—AFP

DHAKA: A Bangladeshi professor internationally respected for
his work on Islamic extremism has gone missing, police said yes-
terday, with activists fearing the worst amid a spate of disappear-
ances in recent months. Mubashar Hasan, an assistant professor
of political science at Bangladesh’s North South University
(NSU), has not been seen since Tuesday afternoon, his family said.
“We are very concerned. We hope law enforcement agencies will
find him and return him to us,” his uncle Monzur Hossain said.

Hossain said his nephew, a former journalist, had become in-
creasingly concerned about his safety just before his disappear-
ance. Hasan had installed CCTV cameras around his home just last
week after an unidentified man paid him a visit at home, his uncle
said. Police said Hasan’s mobile phone was switched off early
Tuesday evening after the prominent professor of political Islam
attended a conference. “We are trying our best to find him. There
is no shortage of sincerity on our part,” Anwar Hossain, deputy
commissioner of Dhaka Metropolitan Police, said.

Rights groups in Bangladesh say Hasan disappearance is the
ninth high-profile case since July, with opposition political figures,
a businessman and journalists among others to vanish. “He has
done some research on Islamist extremism in Bangladesh. His dis-
appearance could be linked to his work,” prominent rights activist
Nur Khan Liton said. —AFP
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