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MUMBAI: A government-funded IVF program
that aims to help save India’s shrinking Parsi
community from extinction is delivering bundles
of joy and controversy. Some 120 children have
been born through the “Jiyo Parsi” fertility ini-
tiative since it was launched four years ago in a
bid to help reverse a
dramatic decline in
India’s Zoroastrian pop-
ulation. The program,
which provides Parsi
couples with free in-
vitro fertilization treat-
ment, has been hailed a
success by many in the
influential community.

But critics say the
scheme, which has also
seen the launch of an advertising campaign ef-
fectively damning Parsis that are not having chil-
dren, amounts to selective procreation and
reinforces orthodox Zoroastrians views that Par-
sis should only have children with each other. For
Aspi and Persis Kamakhan-from Mumbai, where
most of India’s 57,000-odd Parsis live-it repre-
sented a unique opportunity to have a child after
trying to conceive for twelve years. 

“We had lost all hope but Jiyo Parsi was a big
blessing and completely changed our lives,” 38-
year-old Persis, now mother to a 3-year-old girl,
said. Parsis are Zoroastrians who first arrived in
India more than 1,000 years ago after fleeing

persecution in Persia. They follow the teachings
of the ancient Prophet Zoroaster and worship in
fire temples.

The group flourished under British colonial
rule and became one of India’s wealthiest and
most powerful communities, boasting a number

of famous industrialists
including the Tata,
Wadia and Godrej fam-
ilies. But their popula-
tion has been dwindling
for decades. Across
India, where the major-
ity of the world’s
Zoroastrians reside,
their numbers have
halved since 1940. At
the last census, in 2011,

57,264 Parsis were recorded in India.

Threat to existence    
The population slide has led to warnings that

the community’s very existence is under threat.
So in 2013 the Indian government started “Jiyo
Parsi”, meaning “Live Parsi” in Hindi. “Jiyo Parsi
has two fundamental purposes-first to arrest the
decline of Parsis, and second to increase their
population,” Katy Gandevia, who counsels
prospective parents on the program, said. The
scheme provides financial assistance ranging
from 50 to 100 percent of the cost of IVF de-
pending on the combined annual salary of the

couple, a lifeline for those desperate for a baby
but short of funds.

It is run in partnership with the Bombay Parsi
Punchayet, Mumbai’s leading Parsi organization,
a community NGO called the Parzor Foundation
and the Tata Institute of Social Sciences. For Sh-

ernaz Cama, the founder of Parzor, every baby
born offers a glimmer of hope that the group will
survive long into the future. “We have had 120
births in four years. The program has increased
the number of Parsi babies born every year by
18 percent,” she said.  —AFP 

Controversial IVF scheme gives 
India’s vanishing Parsis hope

Program provides free in-vitro fertilization treatment

Jiyo Parsi is a 
big blessing

MUMBAI: This picture shows a newborn Parsi child being introduced to family
friends outside a Fire Temple after offering prayers in Mumbai. —AFP 

Suicide
bomber 
kills four in 
SW Pakistan
QUETTA: A suicide bomber struck a ve-
hicle carrying a deputy inspector general
of police in the southwestern city of
Quetta yesterday, killing him and three
other officers, Pakistani officials said. The
Taliban claimed responsibility. Nine peo-
ple, including police officers, were also
wounded in the attack that targeted
Hamid Shakil, who had played a key role
in arresting militants and members of
small separatist groups in recent years,
said police officer Naseeb Ullah. 

He said the attack took place when
Shakil’s convoy passed through a resi-
dential area. Hours after the attack, the
Pakistani Taliban, known as Tehrik-e-Tal-
iban Pakistan, claimed responsibility. In a
statement, police said the attacker used
15 kilograms (33 pounds) of explosive
material. TV footage showed badly de-

stroyed police vehicles and rescuers
transporting victims to hospitals. Prime
Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi in a
statement praised the slain officers for
sacrificing their lives and said such cow-
ardly attacks could not weaken the
morale of security forces in the fight
against terrorism. 

Quetta is the capital of Baluchistan
province, which has been the scene of a

low-level insurgency by Baluch sepa-
ratist groups. Islamic militants also oper-
ate in the region. Also yesterday, the
military in a statement that a group of
militants from neighboring Afghanistan
attacked one of the army’s newly built
border posts, triggering a shootout in
which one soldier and five militants were
killed. The incident took place in the
Khyber tribal region. —AP

Part-time jobs 
could fix India’s 
farming crisis 
HYDERABAD: As farmers in India struggle with dwindling in-
comes and soaring costs, with huge debts triggering a wave of
suicides, experts said one solution may be to only work part-
time on the land. About 60 percent of people in India make their
living from the land, but earnings from agriculture have plunged
to one-third of a farm family’s income from two-thirds in the
1980s. “There is a strong case for part-time farming: when op-
portunities arise elsewhere, they must go there. And when there
are new opportunities on the farm, they can return there,” said
Michael Lipton, a development economist.

“That is what makes most sense, rather than have the farmer
tied to his land all the time,” the professor from Britain’s Univer-
sity of Sussex said on a visit to the southern Indian city of Hy-
derabad. Over the past decade, tens of thousands of farmers
have killed themselves across India, with debt or bankruptcy
cited as the main reason. Problems usually stem from failed mon-
soon rains or low prices due to a supply glut in produce like
lentils and cereals. —Reuters

QUETTA: Pakistani police officer examines a vehicle hit by
suicide attacker in Quetta, Pakistan. —AP


