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BUCHAREST: Three generations of Romania’s
royal family were embroiled in a very public row
yesterday as a disinherited prince’s attempts to
see his ailing grandfather led his own mother to
renounce him. Princess Elena accused her son,
Nicholas Medforth-Mills, of disregarding “the
privacy, suffering and dignity” of her 96-year-
old father, former King Michael, in a statement
issued by the royal house. Her comments came
after the royal house filed a complaint to Swiss
police Tuesday alleging Medforth-Mills had
tried to force his way in to his grandfather’s
home in Aubonne, Switzerland, and had “physi-
cally and verbally ag-
gressed” three staff
members. “My son has
shown contempt for Ro-
mania, her people and
the principles of the
Royal House. For me, his
mother, this behavior is
devastating,” she added.
Medforth-Mills accused
his relatives of trying to
discredit him and playing
“a dirty game.” “These statements gravely harm
the image of what the Royal House should be,
its history, its values and its dignified stance
which my grandfather and his forebears tried to
live by and keep,” Medforth-Mills said in a
statement on Facebook.

“I, Nicholas, just wanted to see my grandfa-
ther and say goodbye to him in a peaceful, re-

spectful and Christian way.” Michael is suffering
from leukemia and skin cancer, and the royal
house recently announced that his condition had
deteriorated. Romania is a republic and the
monarch no longer has any constitutional pow-
ers, but Romanians associate their royal family
with an elegance and dignity that they say their
politicians lack. The head of the royal house
looks after the family’s properties and bestows
honors.

Medforth-Mills, 32, Michael’s only grandson,
was one of the most popular members of the
Romanian royal family. His good looks, down-

to-earth manner and
love of cycling and ecol-
ogy endeared him to
Romanians.

But in August 2015
his grandfather suddenly
stripped Nicholas of his
title and his position as
third in line to the throne
behind his aunt and his
mother. Shocked Roma-
nians speculated that a

jealous relative had sought to edge him out of
the succession. It later emerged that Nicholas
may have fathered a child with a Romanian
woman, a situation that was said to have affected
Michael badly as an echo of his own unhappy
childhood. His father,  Carol II, married three
times and was forced to give up the succession
to the throne over an affair while he was still

married to Michael’s mother, leaving Michael to
be king when he was only 5. Carol later did be-
come king.

Princess Elena said yesterday that Michael
was refusing to see his grandson over his failure
to clarify the paternity of the child, now 2. Many
Romanians took to social media to defend him,
saying as the ex-king’s only grandson he should
have been permitted to see his dying grandfather
and have the opportunity to reconcile.

“When successions are involved, it’s normal

to have a drama, it’s something Shakespearean”
Stelian Tanase, a commentator told The Associ-
ated Press, adding: “However, I would have ex-
pected a level of decency in Romania, which is
not a monarchy.” “The Royal House lives from
prestige. The king has enormous prestige, but
others have to earn it.” Michael is one of the few
leaders from the years of World War II still living.
He occupied the throne during 1927-1930 and
again from 1940 until 1947, when communists
forced him to abdicate. —AP
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BUCHAREST: In this file photo Romania’s former King Michael stands next to Prince Nicholas Medforth-Mills
on the balcony of his residence in Bucharest, Romania. —AP

Brexit talks resume
amid warnings that
time is running out

BRUSSELS:  The European Union’s chief Brexit
negotiator warned Britain again that time is
running out to reach an agreement, as officials
from the two sides met yesterday for an abbre-
viated round of divorce talks. While EU offi-
cials watch with concern as crises over Brexit,
sexual harassment and other issues rattle the
UK government, EU negotiator Michel Barnier
said “time is pressing.”

In a speech in Rome, Barnier said EU lead-
ers wanted to keep up the dynamic of talks
“and I’m in the same frame of mind. But the mo-
ment of real clarification is coming.” Technical
talks were being held on the first day of the
two-day round, as the sides look to move for-
ward on the key issues of Britain’s financial
commitments, the status of Irish borders and
the future of citizens hit by Britain’s departure
from the bloc.

EU leaders are increasingly frustrated with
Britain’s reluctance to signal how much it is

willing  to pay to settle its commitments to the
28-nation bloc. The Brexit bill- estimated by
the EU at somewhere around 60 billion euros
($70 billion) - is a key sticking point preventing
the EU from allowing talks to move on to trade
and future relations.

With Britain due to leave the EU in March
2019, the UK is eager to start discussing future
relations, including a hoped-for free trade deal
and a two-year transition period after Brexit.

But the 27 other EU leaders refuse to ad-
dress that until “sufficient progress” has been
made on the divorce terms. They will decide in
mid-December whether to move forward.

EU leaders agreed last month to speed up
the Brexit talks, but this new round has taken
time to organize and is scheduled to last just
two days, as opposed to the usual four. Few ex-
pect a major breakthrough. UK officials insist
progress is being made behind the scenes, say-
ing repeatedly that the two sides are close to a
deal on the status of 3 million EU citizens in
Britain and 1 million Britons in other EU coun-
tries. Brexit Secretary David Davis - who is due
to meet Barnier in Brussels on Friday - said this
week that “safeguarding the rights of EU citi-
zens is our top priority in negotiations.”

But the European Parliament’s Brexit steer-
ing group says “there are still major issues that
have to be resolved” on citizens’ rights. —AP

Putin says US
plotted doping
scandal to swing
Russian vote
MOSCOW: President Vladimir Putin yesterday
accused the United States of inventing doping
allegations against Russian athletes to influ-
ence next year’s presidential election he is
widely expected to contest and win. “In re-
sponse to our alleged interference in their
election, they want to create problems for the
election of the president of Russia,” Putin said
in the Urals city of Chelyabinsk. Putin has not
said whether he will contest the March election
but he is widely expected to run and extend his
Kremlin term to 2024.

“Here is what worries me: the Olympics start
in February, and when are our presidential elec-
tions? In March,” Putin told factory workers.

“There is a strong suspicion that this is all
happening in order to create a situation useful
to some, one of disappointment for sports fol-
lowers and sportsmen in which the state al-
legedly participated in violations,” he said.
Putin spoke ahead of a trip to Vietnam where
he will take part in an APEC summit and is ex-

pected to meet US President Donald Trump.
Relations between Russia and the United

States have plummeted as a Washington probe
has accused Trump’s former campaign aides of
secretly meeting Kremlin-connected officials.
Russia has vehemently denied allegations of in-
terfering in the US election last year that
brought Trump to power. Putin spoke after the
Russian Ski Federation announced on Thursday
that four Russian cross-country skiers were
found guilty of doping by the International
Olympic Committee (IOC). —AFP
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Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks with factory
workers as he visits the Chelyabinsk Compressor Plant in
the Urals city of Chelyabinsk yesterday.—AFP


