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Kurds displaced 
by Iraq advance 
fear reprisals 
if they return
ZINANA, Iraq: Four hours after first hear-
ing gunfire outside his home, Abu Riwar
bundled his wife and six children into his
car and drove to a remote village 120 km
(75 miles) away. “We left with the clothes
on our back and nothing else,” said Abu
Riwar, a member of the Kurdish security
forces from the ethnically mixed town of
Tuz Khurmato, seized last month by Iraqi
troops and Iran-backed Shi’ite paramili-
taries. “If the militias found out I was Pesh-
merga, they’d have slaughtered me.”

They burned his home to the ground in-
stead, his neighbors, who captured it on
camera, told him. Tuz Khurmato was part
of disputed territory, outside the Kurdish
region of northern Iraq but held by Kurdish
forces known as Peshmerga, until last
month, when the central government re-
captured it in a lightning advance to punish
the Kurds for staging an independence ref-
erendum that Baghdad called illegal. The
majority of Tuz Khurmato’s 50,000 Kurds-
around half of the population of the ethni-
cally mixed city-fled the Iraqi advance to

Kurdish-held villages and towns in nearby
countryside, said Mayor Shalal Abdul.

The mayor himself fled to the village of
Zinana, 120 km east of Tuz Khurmato,
where he spoke to Reuters. Most residents
have no plans to return home, citing re-
ports of continuing attacks. “We can’t
cope if it continues like this,” said the chief
of police in Zinana, adding that the gov-
ernment and aid groups had been too slow
to respond. “Families have taken over
school buildings, houses and the hospital,
but we can’t turn them out on the streets.”

According to the United Nations, more
than 180,000 people were displaced by
the Iraqi government offensive on disputed
territories last month. Aid agencies say
most of those displaced are Kurds, though
members of other minorities, including
some of Tuz Khurmato’s Sunni Arabs and
Turkmen, also fled. Until Baghdad’s offen-
sive, Tuz Khurmato had been jointly ad-
ministered by Kurdish forces, local police
and the Iran-backed Popular Mobilization
Forces (PMF) paramilitaries, allied with the
town’s Shi’ite Turkmen population. 

Though the Turkmen and the Kurds had
worked together to push Islamic State mili-
tants out in 2014, the town’s fragile coalition
soon fell apart and led to open hostilities. In
the run-up to the Kurdish independence
referendum, tension escalated between the
communities.  In Zinana, displaced Kurds
told Reuters stories of abuse at the hands of
the paramilitaries who captured Tuz. One

man showed a video he had filmed depicting
the crushed body of a relative. Family mem-
bers said the victim had been shot in his car,
dragged out alive by paramilitaries and run
over by a tank. “He was crushed to death in
front of me, by those monsters,” said Abu
Alan, the relative who filmed the body. “He
was a good man from a good family.”

A video circulated on the internet, ap-
parently of the same incident, shows a tank
running over a body while uniformed para-
militaries stand by.

The paramilitaries deny carrying out
any abuse. “Joint patrols by the PMF and
government forces are securing the town,
to prevent any attacks against Kurds,” said
Ali Al-Hussaini, a spokesman for the PMF
in northern Iraq and a commander of the
largest of the armed groups, the Badr Or-
ganisation. “It’s our job to keep Tuz safe
for all sects.” The mayor, who is collecting
stories and evidence of abuse, said seven
people were killed when the town was
captured, including the man who was
crushed by the tank and three other civil-
ians. He said he also knew of three women
and one man who had been raped. Reuters
could not verify those accusations.  More
than 1,000 businesses and 2,000 homes
were looted, burned down or demolished,
the mayor said.He showed Reuters images
of houses and shopfronts in Kurdish areas,
blown up and scorched, their residents’
belongings being carted away by men in
military fatigues. —Reuters 

ABU DHABI: The battle against Islamic State in
the Levant is nearing its end, French President
Emmanuel Macron said yesterday, but he left the
door open to Paris engaging elsewhere to tackle
Islamist militant groups if needed.

“We have won the war in Raqqa, and the
coming weeks ... will enable us to win completely
on a military level in the Iraqi-Syrian zone,”
Macron said in a speech
at a French military base
in Abu Dhabi where he
is on a two-day visit.
France has supplied
weapons and training to
local forces in Syria and
Iraq, has special forces
operating in the region
and has been one of the
main countries bombing
militants as part of the
US-led coalition. In total, it has some 1,200
troops in its Levant operation.

“This fight will not be finished. In the Gulf,
passing through south-east Asia and the Sahel,
there are lots of places where the military fight
will continue,” he said. France’s other main area
of combat is West Africa, where it has some
4,000 soldiers as part of a counter-terrorism
operation against al-Qaeda-backed militants
and where there appears little prospect of Paris
being able to disengage anytime soon.

Speaking to France 2 television, Macron ap-
peared to go a step further by suggesting that
France could be ready to act elsewhere across
Africa if required.

“We also have to be very careful about the
projects that these Islamist terrorist groups
have, such as in the Horn of Africa, Libya and the
Sahel. “There will be theatres of operation in

which our soldiers are
present, such as in the
Sahel, but there will un-
deniably be new battle-
grounds against Islamic
State, Al-Qaeda or Boko
Haram,” he said. 

Some analysts have
warned that France’s mil-
itary is already over-
stretched, but politicians
may find themselves in a

position where it is difficult to refuse demands
by some of its allies, especially the United States,
to commit more troops in areas such as
Afghanistan. 

Macron visited the naval base at Abu Dhabi’s
Port Zayed, which sits just across the waters ofthe
Gulf from the new Louvre Abu Dhabi, which he
helped inaugurate Wednesday night. The mu-
seum’s saltshaker-like dome sits in sight of the
base. A military band played “La Marseillaise” and
an honor guard met Macron before he boarded

and walked through the French frigate Jean Bart.
The French president later addressed gathered
sailors there. He described the base as a crucial
part of France’s battle against extremists in the re-
gion like the Islamic State group, as well as theef-
fort to stop smugglers and piracy in the Gulf and

surrounding waters. “We have won in Raqqa and
in the coming weeks, the coming months, I believe
it strongly, we will completely win on the military
level in the Iraqi-Syrian zone,” Macron said, re-
ferring to the one-time self-described capital of
the Islamic State group. —Agencies
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ABU DHBAI: French President Emmanuel Macron poses for selfies with students at Paris-
Sorbonne University Abu Dhabi yesterday. —AFP

JERUSALEM: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was
questioned by police yesterday evening in connection with two
separate investigations into alleged corruption, Israeli public radio
said. It said that detectives arrived at Netanyahu’s official resi-
dence in Jerusalem shortly before 5.00 pm (1500 GMT).

Police refused to confirm the reports. Netanyahu has previ-
ously been questioned four times as part of the investigations.
He is suspected to have received luxury gifts from wealthy sup-
porters, including Israeli businessman and Hollywood producer
Arnon Milchan, a longtime friend who reportedly sent boxes of
expensive cigars and other items with a value of tens of thou-
sands of dollars. 

Milchan was again questioned in September. The second affair
over which Netanyahu has faced police questioning involves sus-
picions he sought a secret deal for favourable coverage with the
publisher of top-selling daily Yediot Aharonot.  The alleged deal,
not believed to have been finalised, would have seen Netanyahu
receive positive coverage in return for helping curb Yediot’s com-
petitor, the pro-Netanyahu freesheet Israel Hayom.

Netanyahu has consistently denied any wrongdoing and says
he has been the target of a campaign by political opponents. Ear-
lier in the week, Netanyahu confidants Yitzhak Molcho and David
Shimron, partners in a law firm and both relatives of the premier,
were questioned by police as part of a probe into suspected cor-
ruption around the purchase of German submarines. —AFP
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