
Thursday, November 9, 2017L i f e s t y l e Fe a t u r e s

Established 1961 30

By Tali Arbel, AP contributor 

Oscar is a cat of the world. He has his own
Instagram account, @Oskibabi, along
with high-tech toys like a remote-con-

trolled centipede. But there’s one aspect of
modern life Oscar doesn’t like: flying. Rather
than leave Oscar home in New York while I
spent 10 days in Phoenix, I decided to take him
with me. It’s not that unusual. Over 500,000
animals a year fly on US airlines as cargo, and
it’s common now to see dogs in the cabin, too.

But Oscar appeared to be terrified. On two
nonstop flights, he curled up in a ball for hours
on end, damp to the touch. (Cats mainly sweat
through their paws, but veterinarian Brian
Collins explained to me that sweat could be
profuse enough to wind up on his fur. Or maybe
it was my sweat.) The experience was, however,
the closest we’ll probably ever come to having
celebrity status, at least in terms of the positive
attention we got from airport and airline work-
ers. Their unexpected sweetness tempered the
stress of traveling with a pet. I’ve never encoun-
tered such friendly TSA agents. Flight atten-
dants didn’t snap at me to put my seat in the
right position before departure. Instead, they
cooed at me - or, rather, at the gray-brown tab-

by in my lap. It still wasn’t fun for either of us.
And it cost me hundreds of dollars.

Before the flight
Airlines have different pet policies. American

had me reserve a spot for Oscar in the cabin
after I booked, then pay the extra fee at the air-
port. JetBlue charged the pet fee when I booked
my ticket. Airlines limit how many pets can be in
the cabin, so it’s best to reserve a place fast.

Taking Oscar cost an additional $225. I also
had to pay almost $50 more to check my lug-
gage, because Oscar counted as my carry-on
item. I didn’t need any paperwork from the vet,
because Oscar wasn’t traveling internationally
or as cargo in the plane’s hold. Check before
you go, as policies differ by airline.  You need an
airline-compliant carrier that fits under the seat,
which is easy to find. More investments: pee
pads ($10), a collapsible water bowl (about
$10), a harness and leash ($27). I also brought
his favorite toys and treats along. It was only
after our trips that I found out airlines are not
allowed to charge fees for “emotional support”
animals. Turns out it’s not that complicated to
document one’s need to travel with an emotional
support animal. Not that I’m suggesting anyone
would ever do it just to avoid the fees.

Getting through security is an ordeal.
Animals need to come out of their carriers,
which go through the X-ray machines. This is no
big deal for dogs. They are accustomed to
leashes and can walk through the human scan-
ners with their owners. Cats are different. I had
nightmares of a spooked Oscar escaping my
arms and tearing through the bright, noisy halls

of JFK, never to return.
Instead, I walked through the scanner with-

out him while an agent took him in his carrier to
a private room next to the security checkpoint.
Then I stayed with him in the room, where he
hunched on a metal table behind a closed door,
while the carrier was scanned before being
returned to me. All airports have private screen-

ing areas that pets can be taken to, though they
may not be separate rooms, said TSA spokes-
woman Lisa Farbstein.

A harness and leash make for a good backup;
I didn’t find them necessary. Airports have family
bathrooms, so I took advantage of that private
room to lay out a pee pad for him and offer him
water. Many airports also have pet relief rooms
or areas with water, fake grass and even fire
hydrant props. Cats might be rattled, though, by
the presence of dogs. I worried about how Oscar
would adjust to the cabin air pressure while the
plane took off and landed, but he didn’t make a
peep. “I’ve never had any sort of animal suffer
consequences,” said Collins, a lecturer at Cornell
University’s veterinary school. “They seem to
tolerate it quite well.”

Some owners give their pets sedatives to fly,
but I chose not to. I held his carrier on my lap,
except for the takeoff and landing, and petted
him throughout the flight, which may have
helped. He didn’t meow or yowl, and a few hours
in, he even pawed at a string and accepted the
treats I was anxiously thrusting at him. Still, I
don’t plan to fly with him again unless I’m mov-
ing or it’s an emergency. Curiosity didn’t kill this
cat’s owner, but it did leave me sweaty, stressed
and poorer. — AP 

Oscar is a cat of the world but he doesn’t like flying

Oscar the cat pokes his head out from his pet carrier travel bag on
his way to John F Kennedy International Airport. — AP photos 

Oscar the cat sits in his carry on travel bag after arriving at
Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport.

Tali Arbel, right, arrives at Phoenix Sky Harbor
International Airport with her cat Oscar.

Tali Arbel checks on Oscar the cat. 

Hunting Africa’s 

Einstein with a 

lab on wheels

Adozen other students look on as Umar Amadu uses
a glass pipette to draw a solution from a conical
flask as part of a chemistry experiment. It could be

a scene from any school laboratory around the world, but
until two months ago Amadu and his fellow students had
no access to any science equipment. 

Science subjects at his rural secondary school outside
the city of Katsina in northern Nigeria were taught using
theory only. But now they have all the kit they need to put
theory into practice, thanks to a mobile science lab that
tours selected state schools. “It’s an exciting experience.
We were being taught only the theoretical aspect of sci-
ence subjects,” Amadu, who wants to be a doctor, told AFP.
“But with this project we now have a better understanding
of what we are taught.” 

Teacher shortage 
The “Science on Wheels” project is the brainchild of

international development charity Voluntary Service
Overseas (VSO) and is supported by the consumer goods
company PZ Cussons. A truck equipped with laboratory
equipment tours the state, allowing 7,500 students and 15
schools to conduct practical lessons. It also aims to haul
Nigeria up the rankings for the quality of its science and
math teaching, after a World Economic Forum study ranked
the country a lowly 131st out of 139.

The Katsina state government pays for the driver and
fuel to take the truck to each school twice a week. Katsina-
the home state of President Muhammadu Buhari-was the
first in mainly Muslim northern Nigeria to introduce so-
called Western subjects in education in the 1940s. But since
then the sector has suffered from years of neglect and
under-investment. Now, it has a substantial share of the
more than 10 million out-of-school children in the north.

About 16 billion naira ($45 million, 38 million euros) was
allocated to education from Katsina’s 140.2-billion-naira
budget this year. According to state governor Aminu Bello
Masari, the state has a deficit of 13,000 teachers, as there
are currently just 5,200 for its 432 secondary schools. Only
123 of those schools have science labs. The state govern-
ment has tried to address the teacher shortage by re-
employing retired teachers and even deploying civil ser-

vants to classrooms to help out. It has also tried to attract
university graduates from the more educationally prosper-
ous south, with postings to Katsina part of their mandatory
one-year national service.

‘Drop in the ocean’ 
For the “Science on Wheels” project, VSO said it had to

take on 60 science and math teachers to go to the 15
selected schools. Amadu’s school, the Government Day
Secondary School (GDSS) in Muduru, has 734 pupils but
had only one teacher for its 157 science students. School
principal Sagir Ladan said the mobile science project has
allowed it to take on three more and helped overcome lack
of funding for infrastructure and laboratory supplies.

Poor funding is obvious from the classrooms at the
school, most of which have no furniture, with students sit-
ting on the floor or perching on broken window sills
instead of desks. VSO’s country director in Nigeria, Lucia
Balonwu, said the charity’s project was a small step
towards overall improvements. “The challenges are enor-
mous and our effort is like a drop in the ocean, which we
hope will make an impact on the quality of education in
Katsina state,” she added.

African Einstein? 
Governor Masari said it would take at least three

years to assess the impact of the mobile science lab
project, based on exam results of participating students.
But GDSS Muduru chemistry teacher Oduigue Chidera
said there was already “a marked improvement” in the
students’ motivation and practical comprehension.
“Right now they have the confidence of conducting the
practicals by themselves unlike before,” he said.

VSO is monitoring the Katsina scheme with a view to
rolling it out across Africa, where many countries face
similar challenges with basic facilities and equipment. It
wants to inspire young science students to be the “Albert
Einsteins of tomorrow”, referring to the Nobel-winning
physicist who developed the theory of relativity. 

“This is the stepping stone for a pan-African science
revolution,” Balonwu said as students busied themselves
with practicals. 

“Despite there being over 400 winners since 1901
of the Nobel Prize for physics, chemistry, physiology
or medicine, an indigenous Sub-Saharan African is yet
to win a Nobel Prize in one of these scientific fields,”
she said. — AFP    

Trump mocked during 
New York fundraiser 
by top comedians

Some top comedians - including John Oliver, Jon
Stewart, Trevor Noah and Conan O’Brien - helped
raise money for military veterans Tuesday night at

a raucous event at Madison Square Garden in which
many of the best barbs were hurled at the current com-
mander in chief. “It’s a strange time to be in love with
America right now. Some would offer you are not at
your finest. Falling in love with America right now is like
falling in love with a girl who’s throwing up all over her-
self,” Oliver said. “You hold her hair back and say, ‘Let it
all out. You just made a mistake, that’s all.’”

The annual Stand Up for Heroes event is co-pre-
sented by the Bob Woodruff Foundation and the New
York Comedy Festival. It kicks off the festival and rais-
es money for the Woodruff foundation, which funds
programs for injured veterans and their families. The
foundation is named for the ABC news anchor injured
in Iraq in 2006 and has raised some $40 million.

The front rows of the theater at Madison Square
Garden were reserved for veterans from all branches -
some badly injured - and seats were also set aside for
new cadets. While Lee Woodruff, Bob’s wife, pleaded
for everyone to “set aside politics,” there wasn’t much
love lost onstage for President Donald Trump. The
audience mostly took it in stride.

Stewart marveled at the fact that 10-15 percent of
Barack Obama supporters voted for Trump. “How do
you even get there?” he asked. “It’s like a guy who’s like,
‘It didn’t work out with my girlfriend so now I’m going
out with a toaster.’” Noah admitted he was conflicted.
“On the one hand, I do wake up terrified most days that
he’s president of the most powerful nation in the world.
But, on the other hand, I must admit I wake up every day
knowing he’s going to make me laugh.” O’Brien com-
pared Trump to the backside of an orange cat.

The comedians didn’t spend all their time bashing
Trump. On a rainy night in New York, O’Brien also
mocked Los Angeles residents who can’t handle drizzle,
Oliver told an embarrassing story of when he ran a race
in school and Noah said he hoped never to die in a
drive-by. “I want you to park. Is that too much to ask?”

Two other comedians avoided Trump entirely.
Hasan Minhaj did a bit on Disney princesses and John
Mulaney had fun with grade school assemblies and the
fact that machines now try to make sure we humans
aren’t robots online. The Red Hot Chili Peppers played
an electric set that included the songs “Can’t Stop,”
‘’Dark Necessities,” ‘’Snow (Hey Oh),” ‘’By the Way”
and “Hey.” Leslie Odom Jr. of “Hamilton” fame, sang
the national anthem. — AP 

Conan O’Brien speaks onstage during the 11th Annual
Stand Up for Heroes Event presented by The New York
Comedy Festival and The Bob Woodruff Foundation at The
Theater at Madison Square Garden. — AFP

A laboratory technician walks away from mobile lab in Government Day Secondary School
Muduru, a rural district of Katsina state. — AFP photos

A student attends a class at the Government Day Secondary School Muduru.

Two students sit on the floor as they revise their books at the Government Day Secondary School Muduru.


