
LOS ANGELES: Former Major League Baseball
pitcher Roy Halladay died Tuesday after the plane he
was piloting crashed in the Gulf of Mexico, triggering
an outpouring of tributes to the popular ex-Toronto
Blue Jays and Philadelphia Phillies star. 

The 40-year-old two-time Cy Young winner, who
retired four years ago, was the only person on board
the single-engine ICON A5 plane, the Pasco County
Sheriff’s Department confirmed. Halladay’s body was
recovered after the plane was found in shallow water
off the Florida coast, authorities said. The cause of
the crash was not immedi-
ately known.

Major League Baseball
Commissioner Robert
Manfred said the sport was
mourning the loss of a
“well-respected figure and
fierce competitor.” “All of
us at baseball are shocked
and deeply saddened by
the tragic passing of former
Toronto Blue Jays and
Philadelphia Phillies pitcher
Roy Hal laday,” Manfred
said in a statement.

“On behalf of Major League Baseball I extend my
deepest condolences to his family, including his wife,
Brandy, and two sons, Ryan and Braden, his friends
and countless fans,” Manfred added.

The Phillies issued a statement of condolence soon
after news of the crash emerged. “We are numb over
the very tragic news about Roy Halladay’s untimely
death,” the Phillies said.  “There are no words to
describe the sadness that the entire Phillies family is
feeling over the loss of one of the most respected

human beings to ever play the game.”
Halladay played for the Toronto Blue Jays and

Philadelphia in a 16-year career which included a
perfect game in 2010 and a no-hitter in the playoffs
the same year. 

‘THE PLAYERS’ PLAYER’ 
He was selected for the All-Star team on eight

occasions but never managed to win a World Series.
Tributes to Halladay also came from former team-
mates and stars from across baseball. Former Blue

Jays center fielder Vernon
Wells described Halladay
as an all-time great. “I had
a front row seat to watch
his greatness. RIP Doc,”
Wells wrote on Twitter,
referring to Halladay by his
affectionate nickname.
Former Phill ies infielder
Michael Young added:
“Devastating. One of my
favorite teammates ever.
The blueprint for what a
competitor looks like. RIP

Roy Halladay. Heartbroken for his family.” The
Houston Astros 2017 World Series-winning pitcher
Dallas Keuchel said simply: “Rest In Peace Doc
Halladay. One of the best to ever do it. You will be
missed.” Astros team-mate Justin Verlander said sim-
ply: “Shocked and saddened...gone way too soon.
One of the best ever.”

Los Angeles Dodgers reliever Brandon McCarthy
said Halladay was widely revered amongst his fellow
professionals. “Roy Halladay was your favorite play-
er’s favorite player,” McCarthy wrote on Twitter. 

“A true ace and a wonderful person. Heartbroken
for those who knew him best.” Pasco Sheriff Chris
Nocco meanwhile said Halladay was a passionate avia-
tor.  In an interview last March, Halladay had revealed
he had logged around 800 hours of flying time. “I

know there are people in his family that fly,” Nocco
told a news conference. “That’s where he got it from.
He loved to fly. He talked about flying. He talked about
refurbishing planes. He grew up doing it.  “He talked
about baseball and they talked about flying.” —AFP

Thursday, November 9, 2017

13
S p o r t s

Established 1961 

BERLIN:  Germany will be without World Cup-winning defender Jerome
Boateng for Friday’s friendly against England at Wembley.  The German camp
confirmed yesterday that the Bayern Munich star is struggling with a muscular
injury and will sit out the international in London.  However, the 29-
year-old will stay with the squad for the friendly against France
next Tuesday in Cologne. Germany’s Real Madrid midfielder Toni
Kroos is doubtful to face the Three Lions. He is suffering from a
gastrointestinal infection, which has also affected reserve goal-
keeper Kevin Trapp, who plays for Paris Saint-Germain.  Mats
Hummels, Boateng’s centre-back partner at Bayern, also sat out
Wednesday’s training session in Berlin with a knock, but is
expected to face England. The match at Wembley is the first of
four friendlies against top-class opposition for the Germans,
who host France on Tuesday then play Spain and Brazil at
home next March to prepare for the 2018 World Cup. —AFP

BUENOS AIRES: Barcelona superstar Lionel Messi says the worst possible
draw for his Argentina side at next year’s World Cup would be Spain in the

first round. “The worst that could happen to us would be to draw
Spain at the group stages,” Messi told TyC Sports yesterday
from Moscow where Argentina play Russia in a friendly on
Saturday. “I would prefer to avoid them, they’d be tough
opponents.” In the interview with the Argentinian television
station, Messi named Brazil, Germany and France alongside
Spain as favourites to take the World Cup crown in Russia.
“I think that at the moment, they’re the strongest teams who
give the best impressions, those who are playing best, with

the best individuals.” Messi also broached Argentina’s
last-gasp qualification for the World Cup finals,

which the Barcelona star sealed with a hat-trick in
a rare 3-1 away victory over Ecuador.—AFP

LONDON: England and Germany’s players will wear black armbands
bearing commemorative poppy motifs in Friday’s friendly at
Wembley, the Football Association announced yesterday.  It comes
after world governing body FIFA backed down in its row with British
football authorities over the wearing of poppies, which are worn to
remember Britain’s war dead. Friday’s match falls the day before the
99th anniversary of the Armistice signed by Britain and Germany at
the end of World War I.  “Remembering and commemorating the men
and women who have served this country is ingrained in our nation,”
said FA chief executive Martin Glenn in a press release. “Many have
made the ultimate sacrifice and we will be honouring them, both on
and off the pitch, for our match against Germany.  “I would like to
thank the DFB (German Football Federation) for also agreeing to
wear the poppy for the match, in a show of solidarity and unity at
this important time.”—AFP
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WELLINGTON: Britain’s Anthony Joshua and New
Zealander Joseph Parker are keen to fight each other in
a heavyweight title clash early next year but the
finances have to be right for both boxers, Parker’s pro-
moter said yesterday.

Joshua holds the IBF, WBA and IBO heavyweight
titles, while Parker holds the WBO crown. American
Deontay Wilder holds the WBC title.

“Eddie Hearn and I have exchanged emails,” David
Higgins told reporters in Auckland about talks with
Joshua’s promoter.  “My message was Joe would fight
Joshua next and Hearn’s message was that Joshua would
fight Parker next.

“It’s now a question of the deal and money.” Higgins
said if they were able to agree to a fight it would proba-
bly be next March or April.  He added he had also been
in talks with Wilder’s camp. The American knocked out
Bermane Stiverne in New York last Saturday and then
accused Joshua of ‘dodging’ a showdown.

“They have put a figure on the table. It wasn’t
enough,” Higgins said. “If they put the right amount of
money on the table we will go to America to fight
Wilder.”

British media have reported that Joshua had indicat-
ed he would like to fight Wilder by the middle of 2018.
Parker’s trainer, Kevin Barry, said he was keen to get the
25-year-old in the ring as soon as possible against the
Briton.

Joshua defeated late replacement Carlos Takam in
Cardiff last month and Barry said the France-based
Cameroonian had exposed the Briton’s weaknesses
before the 10th-round stoppage.

“That Joshua fight puts everything into perspective
now,” Barry said. “Takam had done no sparring. He test-
ed Joshua right to the end. We saw how gassed Joshua
was. “We all saw that Joshua could not hurt Takam. That
showed me that he is very beatable. He can’t knock you
out with one punch.  He is very robotic.

“I think the guy is there for the taking and I want us
to get in front of him before someone else beats him.” If
the Joshua bout did not come off then Parker could fight
unbeaten Australian Lucas Browne instead, Higgins said. 

“We have been in talks for a few weeks with his pro-
moters,” Higgins added. “There is no deal. We have
loosely agreed terms and principles ... and it is possible
if we decide it is the best option.”—Reuters
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NEW YORK: USA Gymnastics is reach-
ing outside the sport in an effort to move
forward after a sex abuse scandal. The
organization hired Kerry Perry as its new
president and CEO on Tuesday. She was
the vice president of business develop-
ment at Learfield Communications. Perry
will officially start on Dec.  1.

“My focus is going to be creating an
environment of empowerment where all
have a strong voice and we are dedicat-
ed every single day on athlete safety,”
Perry said. She replaces Steve Penny,
who resigned in March after 12 years on
the job following criticism over the way
USA Gymnastics handled sexual abuse
claims. USA Gymnastics has been
rocked by accusations of sexual miscon-
duct against Larry Nassar, the former
national team doctor from 1996-2015.
Nassar is in jail in Michigan awaiting
sentencing after pleading guilty to pos-
session of child pornography.

He’s also awaiting trial on separate
criminal sexual conduct charges and has
been sued by more than 125 women
alleging abuse. Nassar has pleaded not
guilty to the assault charges. The US
women have won the last two team titles
at the Olympics, as well as the last four
all around golds.

Perry doesn’t have a gymnastics
background, but the mother of two said
her top priority is in line with the gov-
erning body’s renewed emphasis on the
protection of more than 150,000 mem-
bers - the vast majority children - at
3,500 clubs in the country.

David Benck, chairman of the seven-
person search committee, said Perry was
approved by a unanimous vote.
“Everybody wanted us to find the best
leader we could possibly find, someone
that could bring increased transparency
and leadership and team building skills
to the organization to really try and take
the organization, from the grass roots all
the way to the board, take it forward and
rebuild the trust in the entire company,”
Benck said.

Perry takes over one of the Olympic
movement’s most high-profile programs,
one that captured 105 Olympic or world
championship medals since Penny began
his tenure in 2005. American women
have become a dominant force over the
last 13 years. Simone Biles produced a
record run at the 2016 Rio Olympics,

winning four gold medals to go along
with a bronze.

USA Gymnastics launched an inde-
pendent review of its policies in the
wake of the allegations against Nassar in
the summer of 2016, following reporting
by the Indianapolis Star that highlighted
chronic mishandling of abuse allegations
against coaches and staff at member
clubs across the country.

In June, the board adopted the new
USA Gymnastics Safe Sport Policy that
replaced the previous policy. Key
updates include mandatory reporting,
defining six types of misconduct, setting
standards to prohibit grooming behavior,
prevent inappropriate interaction and
establishing accountability.

In July, the organization hired Toby
Stark, a child welfare advocate, as its
director of Safe Sport. Part of Stark’s
mandate is educating members on rules,
educational programs and reporting.
The federation also adopted several rec-
ommendations by Deborah Daniels, a
former federal prosecutor who oversaw
the review.

Two-time Olympic medalist McKayla
Maroney and 2000 Olympic bronze
medalist Jamie Dantzscher have dis-
cussed alleged abuse by Nassar.
Dantzscher and six-time Olympic medal-
ist Aly Raisman have called for sweeping
changes in leadership, including the
removal of the chairman of the board

Paul Parilla.
Perry declined to get into specifics

about the future of the current leader-
ship, saying only “I have confidence in
our leadership and staff.” She says her
concern is helping restore faith in the
organization. “I want all the moms and
dads to know that when they drop their
children off at a USA Gymnastics gym
or club, that they have the confidence
knowing we’re doing everything at
every level of the organization to ensure
that their children are safe so they can
thrive in a sport that so many of us
love,” she said. —AP
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PHILADELPHIA: In this Aug 8, 2014, file photo, former Philadelphia Phillies’ Roy Halladay acknowledges
the crowd before a baseball game against the New York Mets, in Philadelphia. — AP
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MELBOURNE: Ashes auditions for Australia’s vacant
number six spot have seen a number of leading candidates
fluff their lines in the domestic Sheffield Shield but Jake
Lehmann’s strong form could force an awkward decision
at the selectors table where his father sits. Lehmann, the
son of Australia coach Darren, has been closely watched
since emerging with a trio of first class centuries in the
2015/16 season, and has built a respectable first class
average of 44.95 from 29 matches with South Australia
(SA). He struck his sixth first-class century with a first-
innings 103 against Victoria and backed that up with a 93

to be awarded Player of the Match as SA fell two wickets
short of an outright victory on Tuesday.

Another big score in the third round could force his
father ‘Boof’ out of the room when selectors discuss the
squad for the first Ashes test in Brisbane starting Nov. 23.
Even as the 25-year-old pressed his claims, Victoria bats-
man Glenn Maxwell, probably the strongest candidate for
the middle order position, was fighting his own battle to
win favour, scoring 64 after managing 60 in the first
innings. Dismissed cheaply twice in the opening defeat to
Queensland, all-rounder Maxwell’s twin half-centuries may
go some way to easing doubts about his consistency.
Maxwell struck a fine century when batting number six in
Ranchi against India in March but has failed to reach 50 in
seven test innings since.

Few others, barring 23-test Shaun Marsh, who hit a 91
for Western Australia (WA) against a test-quality New
South Wales (NSW) attack, have raised their hand for an
Ashes spot. Marsh’s state team mate and younger brother
Mitchell has managed only 46 runs so far in the Shield, the
fast-bowling all-rounder failing twice against NSW.

Another WA all-rounder Hilton Cartwright, who played at
six in Australia’s last test against Bangladesh, crashed out
with a pair of ducks and would appear out of the running.
Questions over the wicketkeeper position also remain,
with Matthew Wade failing to shore up his spot with a
decent score for Tasmania and his NSW rival Peter Nevill
doing little with the bat to dislodge him.

Australia’s attack, by contrast, is settled and has been
humming along nicely, with pace spearhead Mitchell Starc
firing an ominous Ashes warning with a pair of hat-tricks
for NSW in the same match against WA. Starc’s perform-
ance moved fellow left-armer Mitchell Johnson, the man
who terrorised England’s batsmen during the 5-0 white-
wash in the 2013/14 series, to tweet his approval.
“Seriously 2 hat tricks in the same game ... Now time to rip
in to the poms,” wrote Johnson.

Starc’s NSW team mate and test captain Steve Smith
was also impressed, but spread the praise around to fast
bowlers Josh Hazlewood and Pat Cummins. “I thought he
bowled like an absolute genius, he’s a superstar,” Smith
said of Hazlewood’s six-wicket haul.—Reuters
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