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News in brief

Radicalization in Marawi 

MANILA: There is a large risk of further radicalization in
the southern Philippines if there is unhappiness with the
reconstruction of bombed-out Marawi city, where the
government has declared victory over Islamic State
group-aligned militants who laid siege to the city, a terror-
ism expert said yesterday. Sidney Jones, director of the
Jakarta-based Institute for Policy Analysis of Conflict, also
warned that children and younger siblings of slain militants
may emerge as a new generation of fighters. She told jour-
nalists in Manila that reconstruction of the city is key, and
that a new militant movement with a more Islamist stance
could develop and challenge the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front, an older rebel group that has signed a peace deal
with the government. The military ended its offensive in
Marawi on Oct 23 after quelling the insurrection and
sending a few remaining gunmen into hiding. More than
900 militants, 165 troops and policemen and 47 civilians
were killed in the five months of fighting.

‘Put down smartphones’ 

VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis took snap-happy bishops,
priests and pilgrims to task yesterday, telling them mass
was a time for prayer, not an opportunity to whip out
camera phones. “At a certain point the priest leading the
ceremony says ‘lift up our hearts’. He doesn’t say ‘lift up
our mobile phones to take photographs’,” he chastised
those gathered in Saint Peter’s square for his weekly audi-
ence. “It’s so sad when I’m celebrating mass here or inside
the basilica and I see lots of phones held up-not just by
the faithful, but also by priests and bishops! Please!” The
80-year old Argentine pontiff is no stranger to the world
of social media, boasting over 14 million followers on his
English-language Twitter account alone, and often posing
for selfies with enthusiastic young pilgrims.  

Mirage jets grounded 

TAIPEI: Taiwan’s air force said yesterday it has grounded
all its Mirage jets as it searched for a pilot who went miss-
ing while conducting a training mission in one of the
French-made fighters. The single-seat Mirage-2000 flown
by Captain Ho Tzu-yu disappeared from the radar at
6:43pm on Tuesday off the northeast coast of the island, 34
minutes after taking off, according to the air force.
Authorities dispatched 17 military planes as well as 10
naval and coastguard vessels to conduct a search but there
has so far been no sighting of the missing plane, it said.
“We hope Ho can be safely rescued soon,” said Lieutenant
General Chang Che-ping, the air force’s deputy chief.   

Gunmen kill 11 traders 
JOS: Gunmen have killed at least 11 traders in central
Nigeria, police said yesterday, in the latest violence in the
region, which has been hit by decades of ethnic and sec-
tarian strife. The traders were returning from a rural mar-
ket in the Riyom district of Plateau state when they were
ambushed by “unknown assailants” on Tuesday, said
police spokesman Tyopev Terna. “Eleven people who were
returning from a weekly village market in Makera village
were shot dead at about 7:30 pm yesterday”, he said. Four
other traders were injured in the attack, which happened
some 30 kilometers south of the state capital, Jos, heh
added. An investigation has been launched to establish the
motive for the attack and to identify the victims, who are
believed to be from the Fulani ethnic group. 

PRISTINA: The way she tells it, she was a familiar face
at the police station in southern Kosovo where she often
sought sanctuary from her violent husband. She was in
her early 20s when the marriage descended into a night-
mare of abuse. Among other torture, he taunted her with
a pistol which she took to the police, fearing for her life.
“The policeman who dealt with me happened to be my
husband’s friend,” said the woman, now 31, who could
not be identified for legal reasons. “He told me that if I
were his wife, I wouldn’t have been able to bring the gun
because he would have killed me first.”

In the end, it was she who killed her husband. She cut
his throat with a razor and is now serving 12 years for
murder. The woman is
one of 17 female inmates
jailed at the Lipjan
Correctional Centre for
Women and Minors just
south of Pristina for mur-
der - six of whom were
convicted for killing their
partners, some after
years of abuse. Another
woman, 24, was jailed for
13 years for murder. She
said she shot her hus-
band after he started
attacking their little girl.

“I didn’t want to kill him .. I just wanted to scare him,”
said the woman, one of several inmates interviewed in
the jail after prison authorities allowed access for inter-
views and to their records on the condition the women
were not named. Concerns are growing among lawyers
and rights activists that victims of domestic violence in
Kosovo are often at the mercy of a justice system that
fails to protect them, with Kosovo cut off from key
instruments of European justice.

Unreported crime
The full extent of domestic violence in Kosovo is not

known as rights groups say crime statistics only hint at
the scale of abuse behind closed doors in the country of
1.8 million people. In 2016, police received 870 reports
of domestic violence, mostly against women, leading to
243 arrests, according to the Directorate of Police in
Community and Prevention. But the Agency for Gender

Equality estimates up to 90 percent of domestic violence
cases go unreported. A survey in 2015 by the Kosova
Women’s Network, an umbrella group of women’s
rights organizations, found 68 percent of women had
suffered domestic violence in their lifetime and more
than 20 percent of male and female respondents
thought it was sometimes acceptable for a husband to
beat his wife. Campaigners for women’s rights said a
key problem was the double standards toward violent
crime by men and women that shape the priorities of
overburdened police, prosecutors and judges - and the
lack of European justice to address this.

For Kosovo, which declared independence from
Serbia in 2008, is unique
in not having access to
key instruments of
European justice due to
its unresolved political
status. It is not recog-
nized by some nations
including Serbia, Russia
and China. “We call it the
black hole of Europe,”
said Hilmi Jashari,
Kosovo’s independent
ombudsman. “Kosovo is
actually the only country
where citizens can’t go to

the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg.”
Kovoso has been unable to join the Council of

Europe, which upholds civil and political rights across
47 member states. The court in Strasbourg, France, is
the council’s arbiter. Kosovo’s constitution states that its
laws should be interpreted in line with rulings by the
European Court. But rights activists and legal experts
say since Strasbourg has no power to impose penalties
on Kosovo, the constitution rarely affects decisions
made on the ground, such as how police and prosecu-
tors act on domestic abuse and whether judges issue
restraining orders.

Women in poverty
“Kosovo doesn’t have the capacity to address domes-

tic violence - neither to protect people from it nor to
investigate it,” said Tahire Haxholli, head of the Kosovo
police unit that deals with domestic violence and child

abuse. “It’s a matter of government. There must be a solid
budget to help Kosovo police do their job well.” The jus-
tice ministry did not respond to requests for comment.
Fatmire Haliti, a lawyer for the Kosova Rehabilitation
Centre for Torture Victims, said a law giving the presi-
dent discretionary powers to grant parole should be
used to counter overly harsh sentences for battered
women driven to violence.

Since 2010, Kosovo’s Law on Pardon has benefitted
86 men and five women convicted of various crimes.
“When you look into the women’s profiles, you see the
domestic abuse they suffered, the horrible circumstances
they were forced to live in, and the motives behind their
criminal deeds,” Haliti said. Two high-profile cases
underlined the state’s failure to protect women from pro-
longed abuse and ignited debate. In 2011, Diana Kastrati,

a 27-year-old university student from Pristina, sought a
restraining order after her husband repeatedly threat-
ened her. A judge denied her request.

Three weeks later, her husband shot her and fled. He
is thought to be living in Spain, lawyers for Kastrati’s
family say, but as Kosovo is not a member of Interpol, it
has no bilateral extradition agreement with Spain to get
him back. Meanwhile, Zejnepe Bytyqi Berisha, 39, from
a village near the southern town of Suhareka, endured
16 years of violence at the hands of her husband, Nebi
Bytyqi. Her reports to the police went unheeded and in
October 2015 he stabbed her to death. Nebi Bytyqi
was charged with aggravated murder which carries a
maximum jail sentence of life but he got 12 years. An
appeal this August saw the appeals court increase this
to 17 years. —Reuters    
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KOSOVSKA MITROVICA: Kosovo Serbs arrive to visit the graves of their relatives at a cemetery in the
ethnically divided town of Mitrovica during All Soul’s Day. —AFP 

Delhi schools shut 
as toxic smog hits 
India and Pakistan
NEW DELHI: Delhi authorities ordered all schools to
shut yesterday after choking smog descended on north
India and Pakistan, with pollution levels in the city 40
times the World Health Organization’s safe limit. Levels
of PM 2.5, the microscopic particles that are the most
damaging to health, reached more than 1,000 micro-
grams per cubic meter in the Indian capital yesterday,
according to US embassy measurements. 

That is 40 times the World Health Organization safe
maximum of 25 over a 24-hour period, and 100 times its
upper limit for long-term exposure. With Indian doctors
warning of a public health emergency, the Delhi govern-
ment ordered all schools in the city to close until
Sunday-citing the threat to the health of an estimated
five million students in the capital. Dr Arvind Kumar said
the smog had made the city “unfit for human habitation”. 

“The kind of toxin levels out there, you are affecting
your brain, your heart, your lungs, every part of your
body and it is causing irreparable damage,” said Kumar,
chairman of the Centre for Chest Surgery at the Sri
Ganga Ram Hospital in Delhi. Pollution regularly spikes
in the region before the onset of winter as farmers set
light to their fields to burn the post-harvest crop stub-
ble-a practice that remains widespread despite an offi-
cial ban. Cooler air also traps pollutants from local
industry, coal-fired power plants and vehicles near the
ground and prevents them dispersing into the atmos-
phere, a phenomenon known as inversion.

A report in the Lancet medical journal last month
said pollution had claimed as many as 2.5 million lives in
India in 2015, the highest in the world. In Pakistan’s sec-
ond largest city Lahore, flights were cancelled, school
times pushed back and hospitals overwhelmed with
patients. At Lahore’s Mayo Hospital, elderly patients
donning oxygen masks and lying on stretchers
crammed the corridors awaiting treatment. Their num-
bers have quadrupled in recent days, with patients
flocking to the facility due to eye problems, respiratory
infections and asthma, said Dr Irshad Hussain.

‘Borderless’ problem 
No official air quality data was available but the

informal PakAirQuality network, which publishes hourly
air reports on Twitter, said the concentration of PM 2.5
in the city’s air reached 757. Pakistan’s Punjab province
of which Lahore is the capital pushed back opening
times for schools to 9:00 am to shield children from the
worst of the early-morning smog and shut down 180
factories.

Authorities in Delhi have closed power plants tem-
porarily and experimented with taking some cars off
the road since 2014, when it was named the world’s
most polluted major city in a WHO survey. But Delhi’s
efforts have so far had little effect. “We knew it was
coming, yet nothing was done to avoid a repeat,” said
Prarthana Borah, India director of the charity Clean Air
Asia. “Unless air pollution is made a priority by the
national government nothing will work. It is not about a
particular geographic area. This is problem is border-
less and affects us all.”

With dense smog shrouding the roads, many pedes-
trians and bikers wore masks or covered their mouths

with handkerchiefs and scarves. But there were warn-
ings of even worse to come if changing weather condi-
tions brought more smoke from neighboring farming
areas into Delhi. Firecrackers set off to celebrate last
month’s Diwali festival of lights in the city added to the
toxic mix created by pollution from diesel engines,
coal-fired power plants and industrial emissions. The
problem is further exacerbated by farmers who burn
crop stubble after the harvest in northern India, a prac-
tice that remains commonplace despite an official ban.

On Tuesday the Environment Pollution Authority,
which was set up by the Supreme Court to tackle the
issue, ordered the closure of dust-spewing brick kilns
and an increase in parking fees to encourage the use
of public transport. “In terms of air pollution, things
are expected to get much worse in the coming days,”
said Bhure Lal, head of the Environment Pollution
Authority (EPA), in a statement late Tuesday.The EPA,
set up by the Supreme Court to tackle the issue,
ordered the closure of dust-spewing brick kilns and
an increase in parking fees to encourage the use of
public transport. —AFP

NEW DELHI: Indian schoolchildren cover their faces as they walk to school amid heavy smog in New
Delhi yesterday. —AFP

Lifeline trails
restored to
quake-hit 
villages 
LAPA: As the dust settled from Nepal’s massive
earthquake, a fresh humanitarian crisis was just
beginning: supply lines to remote communities
had been destroyed, and villagers were starv-
ing.  Without these trails used by porters and
mules to ferry in goods, more than one million
people living in isolated villages in central
Nepal were desperately short on food.  What
staples did manage to creep along these dam-
aged lifelines to local markets quickly skyrock-
eted in price.

“The cost of those items once they get there

becomes prohibitive, especially nutritious
food,” said Pippa Bradford, head of the World
Food Program in Nepal, of the areas worst-hit
by the 7.8 magnitude earthquake in April 2015.
In the months following the disaster, food sup-
plies to these remote areas, already so limited
before that many children suffered from stunt-
ing, all but dried up. Mules couldn’t travel on
the damaged paths, meaning all goods had to
be carried precariously on the backs of porters.
Journeys that took one or two days doubled.

“(The trail) was scary, with big crevices, and
it looked like it might slip away at any moment,”
said Rochit Tamang, 24, a porter from the
remote Ruby Valley just 30 kilometers east of
the quake epicenter. The WFP declared more
than 1.1 million Nepalis “severely food inse-
cure”-one step below famine-immediately fol-
lowing the earthquake, and supplies were shut-
tled in by helicopter to alleviate the crisis. But
as global disaster efforts shifted from emer-
gency response to reconstruction, the choppers
stopped, leaving these villages in the foothills of
the Himalayas to fend for themselves. “Even if

people had some money, if they don’t have a
trail, they can’t access the market,” said Pushpa
Shrestha, an engineer with WFP in Nepal.

‘Not fit for walking’
Two years on, these vital trails are all but

restored in Nepal’s four worst-hit districts
through a $6 million project funded by British
aid.Goods are slowly trickling back into com-
munities. Long mule trains laden with sacks of
rice, lentils and sugar snake up steep slopes to
the villages, vying for space with porters carry-
ing everything from basics to live chicks in large
whicker baskets on their backs.

“It was bad and not too fit for walking
before. Now it is easy to walk.  There are more
mules and they are able to bring more goods,”
said mule owner Jitpa Tamang, who transports
goods between hamlets in the Ruby Valley in
Dhading district.  Food prices have stabilized as
the journey time has reduced. It’s far from per-
fect though, with residents in Lapa-a village in
Dhading two days walk from the road-com-
plaining that mules owners operate like a cartel

and fix prices. In mountainous Nepal, home to
eight of the world’s highest peaks, around 2.6
million people — 9 percent of the population-
live in villages only accessible on foot, accord-
ing to the United Nations.

The rugged terrain and extreme tempera-
tures mean that communities are only able to
farm the land for half the year, relying on food
stocks through the winter. In the quake-hit dis-
tricts, food stocks were destroyed in the 2015
disaster and remain perilously low after two
years of erratic rain, said Shrestha of WFP. “The
local crop production in places like the north-
ern belt of Dhading is not sufficient to ensure
food security year round, so any kind of natural
disaster like drought or hailstorm they become
vulnerable,” he said.

In the Lapa Valley, food prices fluctuate
throughout the year, said Bam Tamang who
owns a shop in Borang village, a two-hour
walk from the road.  “The mules and porters
mostly stop for three months of monsoon, so
we have to pay extra transportation cost in the
off season. —AFP


