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ISLAMABAD: Neighbors say when three men kicked down
the doors and burgled the home of a North Korean diplomat
in Islamabad last month, it took them more than three hours
to lug out their booty: thousands of bottles of Scotch whisky,
beer and French wine. The robbers came prepared. Police
and witnesses said they brought three cars and a small truck
to plunder Hyon Ki Yong’s trove of alcoholic drinks, which is
worth more than $150,000 on the black market in a country
where it is illegal for Muslims to consume alcohol.

The police, who recovered much of the stash soon after
the Oct 3 burglary, say that the three robbers were police
officers and have issued arrest warrants for them and for a
member of a well-known bootlegging family. They have also
arrested Hyon’s housekeeper. Senior police and customs
officials say the discovery of such a large amount of liquor
has led them to conclude that some North Korean diplomats
are involved in selling alcohol either to make money for
themselves or to provide funds for the cash-starved regime
in Pyongyang. The North Korean government is facing
increasingly tough United Nations-backed economic sanc-
tions because of its nuclear weapons and missile develop-
ment programs. “This North Korean was involved in liquor
selling,” said a senior
police official in Islamabad
who is familiar with the
investigation, in reference
to Hyon. The officer said
North Korean diplomats in
Pakistan had been doing
this for years, though he
didn’t provide direct evi-
dence of such sales.

Reuters could not inde-
pendently verify that Hyon
had been selling alcohol. A
diplomat from the North
Korean embassy declined
to comment on Hyon’s case, or the wider allegations about
alcohol sales. “It has been discussed between the embassy
and MOFA (Pakistan’s ministry of foreign affairs),” said the
diplomat, who put the phone down before identifying him-
self. He did not respond to subsequent calls. Reuters was
unable to reach Hyon for comment. The investigating police
officer, Ishtiaq Hussain, said that the housekeeper, Boota
Masih, had “confessed” to his role in the crime and had pro-
vided all the details.

Masih is in custody and he could not be reached for com-
ment. Reuters couldn’t determine if he has a lawyer. One of
the officers being sought by police, Malik Asif, told Reuters
when contacted by phone that he denies being involved in
the burglary. He said he is currently in hiding.  He said he had

no doubt that North Koreans were involved in the alcohol
smuggling business. “They have been doing this business for
a long time,” he added.

Pressure from embassies
Some foreign diplomats in Islamabad have long-held sus-

picions that North Korean diplomats in Pakistan are involved
in bootlegging. They say they believe Pakistan has turned a
blind eye to bootlegging by North Koreans, perhaps out of
courtesy to the historic ties between the two countries.
Abdul Qadeer Khan, the Pakistani scientist lionized as the
father of Pakistan’s atomic bomb, in 2004 said he had sold
nuclear secrets to North Korea. 

Pakistan denies being lax in policing such behavior by
North Korean diplomats. “No such activity has ever been, or
shall ever be tolerated,” foreign ministry spokesman
Mohammad Faisal said. When asked about this particular
case, Faisal said: “Pakistan is actively investigating the case
and any indiscretion, if proven, will be punished as per
national and international laws.” Pakistan has also always
denied helping North Korea with its nuclear program.

This summer, the US embassy in Islamabad along with
South Korean and Japanese
counterparts lodged a
complaint with Pakistan’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
about the size of the North
Korean mission in Pakistan,
because they wanted to
reduce its ability to raise
funds for Pyongyang by
reselling imported alcohol,
according to diplomatic
sources in Islamabad and
Seoul. The Japanese and
South Koreans had been
making such requests for

more than a year, according to a source in Seoul. A Japanese
foreign ministry source has denied knowledge of the
demarche. The source in Seoul estimates North Korea has
12-14 diplomats in Pakistan, split between Islamabad and
Karachi, prompting some diplomats to wonder why
Pyongyang needs so many representatives when - accord-
ing to Pakistan central bank data - its official trade with
Pakistan has ceased since August 2016. Washington has
been tightening the diplomatic and economic noose around
North Korea, seeking to cut its foreign sources of funding
amid fears the world’s most isolated regime is on the cusp of
developing intercontinental ballistic missiles capable of car-
rying nuclear warheads to American shores.

The US Embassy in Pakistan declined to comment.

Japan’s foreign ministry declined to comment. The South
Korean foreign ministry said: “Our government is closely
monitoring any movement concerning illegal activities of
North Korea but we cannot officially confirm this case.”
Pakistan’s foreign ministry didn’t respond to questions about
the pressure it faced from other nations over the size of
North Korea’s mission.

‘Angry and upset’
When Hyon discovered the robbery on Oct 4 after

returning to Islamabad from a trip to China, the diplomat
rushed to the nearby police station to report the crime. “He
was angry and upset,” said Hussain, the police officer who
interviewed Hyon in Islamabad’s Kohsar police station. “And
very worried.” Hyon told the police the robbers had fled
with 1,200 bottles of Johnnie Walker Black Label whisky,
200 cases of wine, 60 cartons of beer, dozens of bottles of
tequila, two diamonds and $3,000 in cash, according to a
police document reviewed by Reuters. On the black market,
the whisky alone is worth $80 per bottle, or a total $96,000.

Hyon and the North Korean embassy told police the alco-

hol was imported legally and presented documents to back up
its case. Police declined to make the documents available. A
week after the robbery, North Korea’s ambassador to Pakistan
met the foreign ministry’s chief of protocol and requested
Hyon’s missing items be returned, according to a Pakistani for-
eign ministry document seen by Reuters. It is unclear whether
Hyon, who would have diplomatic immunity, is himself under
investigation. Documents reviewed by Reuters showing four
separate alcohol import orders by North Korea’s embassy
between March-December 2016 paint a picture of a mission
importing alcoholic drinks that would be far above any reason-
able personal needs of its diplomats. During the nine-month
period, the embassy imported 10,542 bottles of French
Bordeaux wine through Truebell, a United Arab Emirates-
based company. The four orders, billed by Truebell at $72,867,
also included a total of 17,322 cans of Heineken and Carlsberg
beer, as well as 646 bottles of champagne. A person who
answered the phone on Truebell’s Sharjah, UAE number told
Reuters that the company no longer has any dealing with
North Korea, but did not elaborate, and would not answer any
more questions. —Reuters
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Reform and royal 
rivalry: Milestones 
in Prince’s ascent 
RIYADH: A crackdown on corruption ordered by Saudi Arabia’s
crown prince caps a frenetic 2-1/2 years in which he has tried to
remodel a conservative kingdom ruled by cautious elderly men
into a modern state no longer dependent on oil. Following are
the main challenges Prince Mohammed bin Salman has tackled
since his father King Salman Bin Abdulaziz made him defense
minister of the world’s largest oil producer in January 2015 and
then deputy crown prince the following April.

Royal politics
Prince Mohammed capped his rapid rise to power in June

this year by replacing his elder cousin Prince Mohammed bin
Nayef, widely known as MbN, as crown prince. A source close
to King Salman said MbN’s dismissal was “in the higher interests
of the state” because he was incapacitated by morphine and
cocaine addiction, a legacy of an assassination attempt that left
shrapnel in his body.

Anti-corruption campaign
Prince Mohammed, 32, tightened his grip on power with the

start of the anti-corruption campaign at the weekend, purging
the kingdom’s political and business elite. Among those arrested
were 11 princes. Many Saudis welcomed the moves as an assault
on the endemic theft of public funds by the powerful. US
President Donald Trump said those arrested had been “‘milking’
their country for years” but some Western officials expressed
unease about the possible reaction in Riyadh’s opaque tribal and
royal politics.

Yemen
Prince Mohammed launched a military campaign in neigh-

boring Yemen in March 2015. A Saudi-led coalition, acting on an
invitation from the internationally-recognized government, has
targeted the Iran-aligned Houthi movement in a war which has
killed more than 10,000 people. The war is closely identified
with the prince in his role as defense minister. His image once
adorned war propaganda but is rarely associated with the war
now although he has said it must continue-to quash Iranian influ-
ence. Even before the conflict, Yemen was the poorest country
on the Arabian peninsula and now 7 million people there are fac-
ing famine and a cholera epidemic. The coalition denies it blocks
commercial shipments of food, medicine and fuel.

Qatar 
Prince Mohammed has helped lead a diplomatic campaign to

isolate Qatar, saying Riyadh’s erstwhile ally backs terrorism and
cosies up to Iran. Qatar rejects the accusations and says it is
being punished for straying from its neighbors’ backing for
authoritarian rulers. The campaign has driven a deep breach into
an alliance of Gulf Arab countries that Washington regards as
essential to its influence in the region. Qatar had incensed
Riyadh by cheering Arab Spring uprisings against some auto-
cratic Arab rulers. 

Confrontation with Iran
Saudi Arabia’s rivalry with Iran, its competitor for influence in

the Middle East, has deepened as King Salman and Prince
Mohammed worked to build a Sunni coalition against Tehran
and its allies in the Arab world. In May, as deputy crown prince,
Prince Mohammed used unusually provocative language to rule
out dialogue with revolutionary Shiite Muslim theocracy Iran,
which he said was trying to interfere in Arab lands and dominate
the Muslim world. —Reuters

ISLAMABAD: Commuters drive their vehicles through heavy smog in Islamabad. —AFP

Poland revives 
debate over 
German war 
reparations
WARSAW: The question of whether
Germany owes Poland war reparations-
an issue recently revived by Warsaw-is a
complex entanglement of historical, ethi-
cal, diplomatic and economic factors.
Here are the key elements.

Loss and destruction
Nazi Germany attacked Poland on

September 1, 1939, marking the begin-
ning of World War II, which did not end
in Europe until May 8, 1945. More than
six million Poles died during the war, or
over one in five citizens. Nearly half of
them were Jewish, according to a gov-
ernment analysis publ ished in 1947.
Sixty-five percent of Poland’s factories,
two-thirds of all bridges, 84 percent of
rail infrastructure and 30 percent of
homes were destroyed, according to the
document.  

More than 40 percent of the country’s
cultural  property such as paintings,
sculpture and books was destroyed or
stolen. Eighty-four percent of central
Warsaw was demolished.  The analysis
pegged Poland’s losses at nearly $50 bil-
lion (42 billion euros) in 1939 currency.
At the war’s end, Poland lost almost half
of its eastern territory to the Soviet
Union and gained a smaller chunk of land

to i ts  west that  had belonged to
Germany. More than five million Germans
were chased out.  Poland then remained
under Soviet control from 1945 to 1989. 

Reparations
In 1945, the Al l ies decided that

Germany would be required to pay $20
billion in reparations to the victim coun-
tries. Half  of it  was destined for the
USSR, which appropriated things like
cultural property, buildings and factory
goods in the German area under its con-

trol as payment. The USSR was then
required to give 15 percent of the total
sum to Poland. After Germany split into
two states, the German Democratic
Republic in the east recognized in 1950
the new German-Polish border along the
rivers Oder and Neisse. On August 22,
1953, the USSR relinquished its repara-
t ions to the German Democratic
Republic. Poland followed suit the next
day.  Some experts have noted that these
declarations were not confirmed by any
document.  —AFP


