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KUWAIT: The family court yesterday heard a case
during which a citizen managed to refute his wife’s
accusations that he had not been financially sup-
porting her. The wife demanded a divorce, but to
everyone’s as well as the court’s surprise, the hus-
band asked for a grace period to bring to court evi-
dence of his innocence. He then brought well-clas-
sified receipts of each and every dinar he had spent
on his wife’s clothes, nourishment, travel and recre-
ation. The husband’s manner of preparing the evi-
dence and keeping all the bills and classifying them
had the entire court and a number of lawyers baf-
fled about the man’s motives to do so since day one
of his marriage. The wife’s case was accordingly
rejected.

Increased revenues
The State Audit Bureau’s annual report about the

Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor’s (MSAL) per-
formance during the fiscal year 2016-2017 showed
a remarkable 333.3 percent increase in revenues to
KD 8,903,056. The report also noted a wastage of
KD 77,000 because the ministry failed to impose
Cabinet resolution 637/2001 pertaining the fees
collected from wedding ceremony halls and
explained that MSAL had responded to the remark,
explaining that the halls were not ‘a source of
income’ and that what is spent on them exceeds
what they make. 

Food inspection
Well-informed sources said food inspection and

control would be subjected to the food and nour-
ishment public authority instead of the municipality,
effective from the beginning of December. The
sources added that this move would be the final one
in transferring the municipality’s responsibilities to
other bodies. The sources said article 11 of law
112/2013 pertaining the establishment of the food
authority states that it would be responsible for
monitoring food manufacturing, storage, sale and
transport facilities to make sure they observed
hygienic conditions, including meat in slaughter-
houses and butcheries and imported food items.  
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By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The constitutional court, whose rulings are final,
yesterday said the law establishing the Anti-Corruption
Authority is in line with the constitution and the country’s law,
rejecting a petition against the authority. The petition was filed
by a number of top judges who cited a breach of the constitu-
tion by the law establishing the Authority because the legisla-
tion allows it oversee the
work of judges.

Under the Anti-
Corruption law, the authori-
ty has the right to investi-
gate suspected cases of
corruption against state
officials, MPs and even
judges a number of whom
decided to contest the law.
The ruling by Kuwait’s top
court means that the Anti-
Corruption Authority is
constitutional and cannot
be dissolved by any party. It
also means giving the authority added powers to conduct its
duties in pursuing corruption cases against senior officials.

Opposition MP Riyadh Al-Adasani welcomed the ruling
and wished the head and members of the Anti-Corruption
Authority all success in its work with transparency and
integrity to safeguard public funds and interests against
misuse of power. The liberal National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) also welcomed the ruling and urged the Authority
to commence its work with full force after the constitu-

tional court ruling. Secretary General of NDA Bashar Al-
Sayegh said that a number of corruption cases against for-
mer ministers and officials should be investigated as soon as
possible to either refer them to court for trial or shelve them
for insufficient evidence. He said that the Authority should
adopt transparency in its work in order to win the trust and
the support of citizens in fighting against corruption.

Opposition MP Shuaib Al-Muwaizri yesterday called
on the prime minister
who has been asked to
form the new cabinet to
oust those ministers who
have failed to perform
their duties and select
statesmen who are capa-
ble of shouldering the
responsibility towards the
country and the people
amid prevailing regional
conditions. He reiterated
the lawmakers’ desire to
cooperate with the gov-
ernment but will not let

violations pass without accountability.
MP Mohammad Hayef said that the call for restraint does

not only target lawmakers but also the government, adding
that the government is required to leave out ministers who
cause political crises if it aims to serve public interests. The
government resigned last week after 10 MPs filed a no-con-
fidence motion against Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs
and acting information minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Abdullah Al-Sabah following a grilling in the assembly. 
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Bidaa Roundabout
30-40 percent
complete: Minister
By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Minister of Public Works Abdul Rahman Al-
Mutawa said 30-40 percent of the Bidaa Roundabout
bridge project has been completed and that one of the
bridge lanes is expected to open by the beginning of 2018.
Speaking to reporters during an inspection tour he con-
ducted at the site, Mutawa reminded that the project had

been delayed and withdrawn from the contractor who ini-
tially started it and given to another. He explained that the
first contractor had been given three notices prior to with-
drawing the project. Mutawa added he also visited the
Mangaf bridge and roundabout project to inspect the
work progress there. 

Mutawa stressed that that the Ministry of Public Works
is keen on collecting its dues from various contractors and
said that he had instructed all ministry sectors to list all
delayed projects and violations so that penal measures
could be taken against responsible contractors. He also not-
ed that a director had been already appointed to head the
roads authority pending the formation of its board of direc-
tors and organizational structure. Responding to a question
concerning the new Cabinet formation, Mutawa said this
responsibility was in the good hands of His Highness the

Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah and that
he alone knows the answer to this question. 

Landline phone bills
The Ministry of Utilities recently urged all landline tele-

phone subscribers to pay their bills to avoid programmed
service disconnection. The ministry explained that a warn-
ing would be sent on Sunday, Nov 12, followed by a second
one on Nov 19, before disconnecting the service on Nov 26
of subscribers who fail to pay their bills. The ministry
explained that the limit at which a line would be automati-
cally listed for programmed disconnection is KD 50 for
home lines and KD 100 for commercial ones, in addition to
subscribers who had rescheduled their bills to pay in install-
ments and failed to pay any of them, and subscribers who
fail to pay the subscription fee for over six months.  

The Palace of Justice

KFSD inspect
North Zour
Power Plant
By Hanan Al-Saadoun and agencies

KUWAIT: Deputy Director General
of Kuwait Fire Service Directorate
(KFSD) Maj Gen Khalid Fahd and a
team from the prevention sector visit-
ed the North Zour Power Station
Company in Zour to check prevention
regulations and firefighting systems.

Campaigns 
Farwaniya Public Cleanliness and

Road Occupancy Department at
Kuwait Municipality continued its
field campaigns in all areas of the
governorate, as a campaign was
launched in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh result-
ing in issuing five roaming vendor
citations, and seizing 36 cubic meters
of vegetables, used clothes and scrap.
Meanwhile ‘shift B’ also carried out a
campaign resulting in issuing 15
roaming vendor citations along with

76 cubic meters of scrap, used
clothes and vegetables.

Prostitution
Policemen busted a restaurant and a

cafe that was facilitating prostitution
for its patrons in cabins, while other
customers are sitting around on tables
unaware of what was going on. Officers
arrested nine expats of both genders
after it was proven they were engaged
in prostitution. Police found sexual
aides and undergarments hidden in
certain areas. The arrestees were taken
to the residency affairs detectives
department for interrogation and legal
action for their deportation.

Arrests
Hawally police arrested a citizen

wanted by Interpol in Salmiya. Police
spotted a speeding car, then when the
driver was asked to pull over, he did
not, so he was chased and caught.
Police found he is a 55-year-old citi-
zen wanted on a KD 500,000 finan-
cial case by Interpol. He was sent to
concerned authorities. Separately, a
non-commissioned officer arrested a
citizen sentenced to 15 years in jail
who escaped while the sentence was
being announced at the end of

September, as he was convicted along
with a high-ranking officer of black-
mail and framing. The officer was sen-
tenced to five years and sent to the
central prison, but the citizen, who
was sentenced to 15 years, was able
to escape from the Palace of Justice
and was placed on the wanted list. A
security source said the suspect
went to court for a transaction, but
the non-commissioned officer there
recognized him and caught him. He
was sent to the criminal implementa-
tion department to serve his sen-
tence. In other news, Najda police
arrested a bedoon, two Iraqi men
and an Arab girl in an SUV late at
night. The four were sent to vice
detectives over suspicions of
immoral acts. One of the Iraqis was
found to be an ex-convict.

28 traffic violations
lead to two-month
vehicle impoundment
KUWAIT: An informed source at the Interior Ministry said
Acting Assistant Undersecretary for Traffic Affairs Maj Gen
Fahd Al-Showai instructed all traffic departments to start tar-
geting all traffic violations mentioned in article 207 and carry
out the procedures of administrative action on them. The
instructions will not be limited to seatbelts, running the red
light and using the phone - rather they are applicable to all
violations mentioned in article 207, which number 28.

Meanwhile, Showai chaired a meeting of the organizing
committee of the 34th Gulf Traffic Week, which will be held
under the slogan “Your Life is a Trust”. On the other hand,
the traffic department began installation of cameras in all
patrol cars to document conversations between police offi-
cers and violators, both video and audio. A security source
said this technique will safeguard the rights of the traffic offi-
cer and the violator, and any complaint will be investigated
accordingly.

Vehicles will be impounded for two months if the driver
commits any of the following violations:

1) If it was driven without license plates, or an illegible one,
or if has anything that obstructs it or carries plates not issued
by the traffic department.

2) If it was driven on the road after suspending its license
or removing its plates.

3) If it was driven without a title or if its insurance was
expired.

4) If the driver does not have a license, or a license that
does not allow him to drive it, or if it was suspended.

5) If it was driven recklessly or in a way that endangers the
driver, passengers or others.

6) If it was found without brakes while being driven, or if
the brakes are with defects.

7) If it was found racing on public roads without permit or
in violation of the permit.

8) If the driver commits a vice act.
9) If the driver deliberately obstructs traffic.
10) If it was over-speeding by 30 km/h above the limit.
11) If the driver runs a red light.
12) If the driver was driving under the influence of liquor

or drugs.
13) If used for a purpose other than what it was licensed for.
14) If it was parked in a no-parking area, or places that

cause obstruction of traffic, or if parked on pavements, or if it
was abandoned anywhere on public roads.

15) Driving in the wrong direction, or opposite to traffic flow.
16) Driving the car with heavy smoke coming out of its

exhaust, or if fluids damage the road or compromise the safe-
ty of motorists.

17) Driving ATVs and buggies.
18) Driving during banned times or if overloaded.
19) If found with unofficial stickers, flags, pictures or

logos of a group, sect or any unlicensed organization,
excluding pictures of the country’s senior dignitaries and the
Kuwaiti flag.

20) Tinting the glass contrary to regulations.
21) If the driver did not have a permit or if the permit had

expired, or if he was in violation of the permit’s regulations, in
cases when this permit must be obtained.

22) If it was parked in areas reserved for the handicapped.
23) If it was driven with tire rings or tires that are of dif-

ferent specifications than what is recommended by the man-
ufacturer.

24) If it was driven on the road shoulder except for the left
shoulder on roads designated by the traffic department.

25) If it is a foreign vehicle driven by a Kuwaiti national
without changing its foreign plates with temporary Kuwait
customs entry plates, and if it was stopped after the allowed
period had expired without applying for a permit.

26) If a tow truck was found lacking any one of the condi-
tions that must be met.

27) If the driver uses the mobile and places it on the ear.
28) If the driver does not wear the seatbelt.

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Capital Governor Lt Gen Thabit Al-
Muhanna visited Kuwait Credit Bank yesterday in
Kuwait City along with a delegation of seven regional
mayors. Muhanna was received by Minister of State
for Housing Affairs and Minister of State for Utilities
Affairs Yasser Abul and the Director General of
Kuwait Credit Bank Salah Al-Mudhaf. The bank’s
spokeswoman Habari Khashti said the visit aimed to
inform the governor and the mayors about the work
mechanism of the bank, the services it provides and
the development witnessed in providing services
electronically online.

She said Mudhaf accompanied the delegation on
an inspection tour of various departments and sec-
tions of the bank to learn more about real estate,
social and portfolio loans - from the submission of the
loan’s request, the audit, completing the necessary
documents and the engineering disclosure on the
coupon or property to transfer the loan to the benefi-
ciary citizen’s bank account.

Khashti stressed that the bank’s management pays
great attention to youth and always seeks to over-
come all difficulties and get over the obstacles that
stand in their way. He noted they were and are still at
the heart of all the plans and strategies set by senior
management to support and provide them with
expertise to qualify them for the future.

Meanwhile, Mudhaf briefed the delegation during
the tour on the qualitative shift made by the bank in
recent years, and included significant changes to the
bank’s transformation into a modern institution that
keeps pace with the latest developments in e-govern-
ment applications. The largest and most extensive
electronic linking operation between the bank and
relevant institutions and bodies has been completed
to save the time and effort of the client.

Mudhaf confirmed that the bank is in the forefront
of government institutions that initiated the applica-
tion of law no. 20 of 2014 on electronic transactions,
where the citizen can access services as soon as he
signs in with his electronic signature. He explained
that the modernization process was not limited to the
technical aspect, but included the development of
many of the bank’s regulations, especially the lending
list, in order to facilitate lending procedures and
reduce the documentary cycle.

He referred to the project of maintenance and
development of the headquarters building that was
completed, as well as the development and mainte-
nance of the Granada branch which is currently being
implemented in full swing and is due to be launched
in 2020. He explained that all these projects are part
of the expansion of the bank in order to reach the cit-
izen wherever he is, and also provide more job
opportunities to newly-graduated Kuwaiti youth.
Muhanna praised the work mechanism of Kuwait
Credit Bank, and asked the mayors to take the bank
as a great example of development by adopting the
latest technology.
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