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KUWAIT: As per the mission statement of Abolish
Article 153, the article in question stipulates that if a
man catches a female member of his family in an “unsa-
vory sexual (zina) act with a man and kills her or him or
both, [it] will be treated as ... a misdemeanor punishable
by a maximum of three years jail time and/or a fine of
3000 rupees (KD 14).”

Abolish Article 153 was born to educate members of
our society of this law and to eradicate it. This year, the
initiative was awarded the prestigious Chaillot Prize
2016 for Human Rights in the Gulf Cooperation Council.
The founding members are (in alphabetical order): Dr
Alanoud Al-Sharekh, Amira Behbehani, Lulu M Al-
Sabah, Sheikha Al-Nafisi and Sundus Hamza. 

Here, Dr Alanoud addresses questions on behalf of
all the members.

Kuwait Times: What a noble initiative! We were so
ignorant of this article prior to the inception of Abolish
Article 153. How did you find out about it, first and
foremost?

Al-Sharekh: I was conducting research on discrimi-
nation in Kuwaiti laws in 2006 - in order to motivate
women to become more politically active (following the
gaining of full political rights on May 16, 2005) - and
was shocked to find that such a law existed in Kuwait.

Raising awareness
KT: The members of Abolish Article 153 have trav-

eled across the globe to seek support and raise aware-
ness of this campaign. Recently, it even reached the
United Nations. Do you feel you are any closer to suc-
cess in eradicating this antiquated law or are more
obstacles being presented as you gain recognition?

Al-Sharekh: We are definitely gaining recognition,
most importantly in our own parliament, where a bill to
abolish article 153 was presented in May. There seems
to be a universal movement
to eradicate these laws now,
and over the summer, three
Arab states abolished the
“kidnap and marry law”, a
Napoleonic throwback simi-
lar to 153, and one that we
also have as a law in Kuwait.
So we are with the tide
despite some resistance.

KT: How has our parlia-
ment responded?

Al-Sharekh: We have been lobbying for the past three
years, and for the most part, our MPs have been sympa-
thetic and willing to help. In this session, it took a group
of younger parliamentarians to take a stand against this
embarrassing legislation.

KT: Many women are afraid of ruining the reputa-
tion of their families. Is there a way to remove the stig-
ma associated with reporting abuse? 

Al-Sharekh: I think this will take a twofold approach -

first by introducing legislation that deals with domestic
violence and sexual harassment, which we currently lack
in Kuwait, while simultaneously raising public awareness
through campaigns and social outreach programs.

Public assistance
KT: As mentioned on your website, Article 153 “... is in

blatant disregard of the constitution, international agree-
ments on human and women’s rights and even the Islamic
sharia.” Though the article is in place, you have given us
all hope that it will be eradicated. How can the public

assist you in your cause?
Al-Sharekh: By demand-

ing from their elected repre-
sentatives a change in atti-
tude. We cannot be compla-
cent in allowing social and
legal practices that disem-
power women to flourish.
This should be a universal
issue and we want the UN to
take a definitive stand ban-
ning all honor killing legisla-
tions. Concerned citizens

around the world can help us lobby for our cause, in
order to stop violent legislations and the weak justifica-
tions for murdering female kin.

KT: And, finally, you have hosted many progressive
workshops including a training session for effective
campaigning. In addition, you have used art and poetry
to raise awareness for the plight of women. There is
also an important symposium on November 14. Can you
tell us a little more about this upcoming event?

Al-Sharekh: We believe that advocacy is the way
to change policies, and this is of utmost importance
when it comes to ending violence against women.
When we as voters fail to make these demands on our
elected representatives, we allow other repressive
voices to set the agenda for us. That’s why we chose
to make the intersection of advocacy and politics -
where ending violence against women is our main

theme for our second annual symposium. We have
amazing women speakers from Saudi Arabia, Lebanon
and Georgia who have made huge difference in the
fight against gender-based violence in their own
countries. And from Kuwait we have MP Omar Al-
Tabtabaei and Dr Ghanim Al-Najjar, who will be
highlighting how to overcome local obstacles and
instigate positive change.

The fight for women’s empowerment in
Kuwait: An interview with Abolish 153

‘We cannot be complacent in allowing practices that disempower women to flourish’

‘Ending violence
against women’

symposium
to be held

Alanoud Al-Sharekh and Rana Al-Husseini are seen during last year’s symposium.

A group picture taken at the first Abolish Article 153 gala dinner, featuring (from
left) Sundus Hamza, Sheikha Al-Nafisi, Alanoud Al-Sharekh, Amira Behbehani, and
Lulu Al-Sabah.

A picture from last year’s symposium.

KUWAIT: A growing number of Kuwaiti cou-
ples are welcoming parentless children at
their homes, providing them with love, care
and protection which they are yearning for. “I
was living in fear and anxiety, untill a loving
family adopted me,” said Sarah, a 12-year-old
adopted girl. “Now, I do not worry about my
future, thanks for the support and protection
given to me by my new family.”

Hamad, a nine-year-old adopted boy, said
he did not face any difficulty in getting along
with his new family. “On the contrary, I was in
panic when they took me to visit my previous
orphanage, out of fear that they could leave
me again,” he said. “I was over the moon
when I knew that a family has adopted me
and I now have a family, private home and
bedroom.”

Success stories
The recent years have seen remarkable

increase in the number of foster families in
Kuwait, thanks to social media. The mass cir-
culation of the success of stories of adoptive
families have helped break up stereotypes
and raise the awareness about adoption and
spurred many families to take the move and
welcome forsaken children, supervisor of the
adopting families department at the Ministry
of Social Affairs Dr Khaled Al-Ajmi said. He

cited as examples two adoptive mothers who
posted their adoption stories on Instagram
accompanied with real-time video clips of the
welcomed children. Their stories, which gave
a glimpse of the life of an adopted child in
new family, have attracted huge audiences
and inspired many to start procedures to
adopt a child, he said. Ajmi disclosed that the
number of adopted children surged to 21 in
2014 compared with 13 only a year earlier. On
the adoption process and procedures, Ajmi
stated that the family presents official adop-
tion request and after a social work study on
the family, the child is giving to them for tem-
porary period.

After that period, social workers pay visits
to the adoptive families and keep in touch
with the child to make sure they are wel-
comed and well-treated in their new home
before a final approval is given. He made
clear that adoptive families do not pay any
fees for the whole process, but rather the
ministry allocated a monthly financial sup-
port to the child.

Be frank
Eman Shaalan, a social worker at an

adopting families house, said she usually
conducts a survey about the family apply-
ing to adopt a child and if it proved accept-
able, the family department finishes the
legal procedures. She advised adoptive
families to be frank with the child from the
start and to tell them that they are not their
biological parents.

If the family covered that piece of informa-
tion and the child later discovers it, this could
have negative consequences on the child, he
cautioned, adding that in some cases, the
child even insisted on leaving the adoptive

families and returning to the orphanage.
Treasurer of Kayan society for family care

society Anisa Al-Jarrallah said meanwhile that
her non-profitable organization is aiming to
encourage more families to adopt parentless
children and  to help integrate them into the
society. Kayan also provides the children with
social and psychological support and organ-
ize an variety of activities to strengthen
bonds among adoptive families and to help
them exchange their experiences, she said.
She noted that her society has launched an
awareness campaign themed ‘Color a Life’ to
encourage local couples to adopt.

Meanwhile, adoptive mother Zaina Al-
Sultan recounted her experience of adoption.
She noted her inability to have babies and the
overwhelming motherhood feelings promoted
her to think about adopting a child. She
added that the adopted child desperately
needs love and passion from the receiving
family. She pointed out that the most difficult
time in adoption is the early period or the
time of coping with the new family and new
home. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: The Center for Gulf Studies
(CGS) at the American University of
Kuwait organized a lecture titled ‘The
Gulf Crisis: Issues and Prospects’ on
Tuesday. During the lecture, speaker Dr
Shafeeq Ghabra, Professor of Political
Science at Kuwait University, shed light
on the Gulf crisis and the mediation
efforts of Kuwait. The lecture focused on
the causes and dynamics of the crisis
from diverse angles in the context of
new regional geopolitics. He evaluated
its impact on the GCC states and partic-
ularly on Qatar and its stability. 

Ghabra said there is a state of unjusti-
fied fear about everything, whether from
the media, ideas, expressions or other
opinions - a fear that has become appar-
ent in many countries in the recent peri-
od. He warned tampering with the
changes will lead to more violence. He
pointed out that Qatar, according to
what happened since the beginning of
the Gulf crisis, activated its military rela-

tionship with Turkey, which is something
new since the fall of the Ottoman
Empire, and this cooperation may
expand in the future.  “Qatar also sought
Kuwaiti mediation and waited for what it
would produce. It went to Iran to use its
airspace and rely on its food exports, as
well as Turkish markets to meet the
requirements of daily life,” Ghabra
added. “We have been witnessing a
complex scenario and expect new crises,
which may benefit Iran or Turkey.” He
pointed out Kuwait has followed the
approach of moderation derived from
balances that have maintained Kuwaiti
relations with everyone reasonably. 

‘Unjustified
fear’ in region,
says professor

KUWAIT: Assistant Foreign Minister for Asian
Affairs Ambassador Ali Al-Saeed chaired yes-
terday Kuwait’s delegation participating in the
Asia conflict prevention and Peace building con-
ference, which is being held under the auspices
of Korea’s Foreign Ministry.

Deputy Foreign Minister of the Republic of
Korea, Chairman of the United Nations Peace-

building Commission Cho Hyun, opened the
conference, which is attended by senior officials
and experts on issues of peace and stability in
Asia.  At the opening of the conference, Hyun
stressed the importance of efforts by countries
to support the efforts of the UN Secretary-
General to achieve lasting peace and stability in
the conflict areas through the political manage-
ment of the heads of state and UN mechanisms.

Most important pillars of peace building are
the peaceful settlement of disputes and the pro-
motion of economic development efforts, he
said.  He expressed his country’s appreciation
for Kuwait’s participation in this conference at a
high level reflecting the depth of the friendly
relations between the two countries.

Meanwhile, Ambassador Saeed held impor-
tant meetings on the sideline of the conference
with officials from the Korean Foreign Ministry,
the most important with the Korean government
envoy to the six-party nuclear talks on North
Korean nuclear issue.

Kuwaiti Ambassador to the Republic of
Korea Bader Al-Awadhi, Advisor in the
Department of Asia Affairs Mohammad Al-Hajri,
Consoler at the Embassy of Kuwait to the
Republic of Korea Nawaf Al-Saeed and the
Third Secretary of the Embassy of the State of
Kuwait to the Republic of Korea Mohammad
Al-Huwaila as well as the Diplomatic Attache of
the Department of Asia Farah Al-Fahad partici-
pated at the meetings. — KUNA
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