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Harvey Weinstein hired journalists and highly trained
ex-spies and military personnel who used fake
identities to try to stop accusers from going public

with sexual misconduct claims against him, The New
Yorker reported Monday. The news came as the
Television Academy, which hands out Emmy Awards, was
said to have expelled Weinstein “for life,” following a sim-
ilar move by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences, which gives out the Oscars.

Among the private security agencies hired by
Weinstein starting around fall 2016, the magazine said,
was Black Cube, which is largely run by former officers of
Israeli intelligence agencies, including Mossad. Another

was corporate intelligence giant Kroll. Two Black Cube
private eyes met with actress Rose McGowan-before she
publicly accused Weinstein of raping her-to obtain infor-
mation.  One of the investigators secretly recorded at
least four meetings with McGowan while pretending to
be a women’s rights advocates, said the magazine, citing
dozens of pages of documents and seven people directly
involved in Weinstein’s efforts.

The spy used a different fake identity to meet with a
journalist while claiming to have an accusation against
Weinstein, in order to learn which women were talking to
the media. Weinstein and the private eyes also used jour-
nalists themselves to extract details from women who

were making claims against Weinstein. During his year-
long effort, Weinstein and his team would collect infor-
mation on dozens of people, compiling psychological
profiles with their personal or sexual histories in order to
contradict, discredit or intimidate his targets.

The New Yorker said Weinstein sought the assistance
of ex-employees from his movie enterprises to help in his
efforts collecting names and placing calls. Investigations
also sometimes went through Weinstein’s lawyers,
according to the magazine. Among them was David
Boies, who represented Al Gore in his 2000 presidential
election dispute with George W. Bush.  The New Yorker

said Boies himself had signed a contract demanding that
Black Cube seek to uncover information to stop the pub-
lication of a New York Times story about Weinstein’s
sexual abuse at the same time his firm was also repre-
senting the Times in a libel case.

Boies told the magazine “it was a mistake” to have
been involved with the investigators. Weinstein’s spokes-
woman Sallie Hofmeister dismissed the report, saying: “It
is a fiction to suggest that any individuals were targeted
or suppressed at any time.” Neither Hofmeister nor Boies
immediately responded to requests for comment.

Television Academy expels Weinstein 
Police launched investigations in London, Los Angeles

and New York after around 100 women accused
Weinstein, once one of the most powerful men in
Hollywood, of sexual misconduct ranging from harass-
ment to rape. Meanwhile, industry publication Variety
said the Television Academy has voted to permanently
expel Weinstein.

“The Academy supports those speaking out against
harassment in all forms and stands behind those who
have been affected by this issue,” it told Variety, adding
that it was reviewing the organization’s code of conduct.
“The unfolding and widespread examples of this horrific
behavior are deeply disturbing to the Academy’s leader-
ship. “We are determined to play a role in protecting all
television professionals from predatory harassment,
ensuring they are able to practice their craft in a safe
environment.”—AFP 

Weinstein’s ‘army 
of spies’ to thwart 
complaints

In this file photo, Harvey Weinstein speaks during a press
conference for the film ‘Woman in Gold’ at the 2015
Berlinale Film Festival in Berlin. — AP

Saving Metropolis and Gotham City from the clutch-
es of super-villains might be enough pressure for
the average caped crusader but the cast of the

forthcoming “Justice League” film also face another
equally-terrifying foe: film critics. The film is the latest
installment from the DC comics stable of super-heroes -
a series which, with the notable exception of this sum-
mer’s “Wonder Woman”, has met with a less than positive
critical response and has failed to match the box office of
rival Marvel’s biggest super-hero offerings.

The film features a host of major DC characters and
box office stars including Ben Affleck as Batman, Gal
Gadot as Wonder Woman, Jason Momoa as Aquaman
and Ezra Miller as the Flash. Gadot won both critical
plaudits and box office success for “Wonder Woman”,
which was directed by Patty Jenkins, and she is confident
that the experience from that film helped her reprise the
character in “Justice League”. “I had almost no transition
from Wonder Woman because I finished Wonder Woman
and the next day I went to set to start working on Justice
League,” she told Reuters. 

“I was already in the character and I only had to serve
the story and the context of every scene and just you

know be there and serve the director’s vision.” Momoa
was hopeful for the film’s prospects, telling Reuters “I
really hope that the fans enjoy what Zack (Snyder, the
director) and I have done with Aquaman.” The film’s
predecessor, 2016’s “Batman Vs. Superman: Dawn of
Justice,” grossed just over $870 million at the global box
office according to film revenue website Box Office Mojo,
but received a 27 percent rating on film review aggrega-
tion site Rotten Tomatoes.

Another recent entry in the DC franchise, 2016’s
“Suicide Squad,” opened to an equally poor critical
reception, and took around $745 million at the global
box office. While both totals are not insubstantial, they
are dwarfed by Marvel’s big hits - 2012’S “The Avengers”
and 2015’s “Avengers: Age of Ultron,” which took $1.5
billion and $1.4 billion respectively. Audiences in 2017,
however warmed to “Wonder Woman,” which grossed
over $80 million more at the US box office than “Dawn of
Justice,” as well at proving a hit with critics, garnering a
92 percent Rotten Tomatoes score.—Reuters

This file photo shows Sony Pictures Entertainment headquarters in Culver City, California. — AP

Justice League must battle
film critics as well as villains 

After a dismal October for Hollywood, Disney and
Marvel Studio’s “Thor: Rognarok” proved a
smashing success over the weekend, pulling in

$122.7 million in North American theaters for a global
total of $306 million, industry figures showed Monday.
How big was the film’s three-day opening? The latest
“Thor” episode, boosted by strong reviews and the self-
mocking humor of Chris Hemsworth as the powerful
Norse god (with Cate Blanchett as Hela, goddess of
death), netted more than seven times last week’s take for
then-leader, Lionsgate’s “Jigsaw.”

That movie, which has police investigating a string of
horrific murders carried out in the style of supposedly
long-dead killer Jigsaw, dropped this weekend to third
place at $6.6 million, according to box office tracker
Exhibitor Relations. In second was “A Bad Moms
Christmas,” from STX Entertainment, at $16.8 million.
The comedy stars three women-Mila Kunis, Kristen Bell
and Kathryn Hahn-whose plans change when their moth-

ers (Christine Baranski, Cheryl Hines and Susan
Sarandon) drop in unexpectedly for the holidays.

In fourth position was Lionsgate’s “Boo 2! A Madea
Halloween” at $4.5 million. The light comedy has
actor/director Tyler Perry and buddies heading to a
campground that-surprise! — turns out to be haunted. In
fifth spot was “Geostorm” from Warner Bros., at $3.2 mil-
lion. The sci-fi disaster thriller follows Gerard Butler as he
struggles to save the world from an apocalyptic storm
caused by climate-controlling satellites run amok.
Rounding out the top 10 were:
“Happy Death Day” ($2.7 million)
“Blade Runner: 2049” ($2.3 million)
“Thank You for Your Service” ($2.2 million)
“Only the Brave” ($1.9 million)
“Let There Be Light” ($1.7 million)—AFP

Thor’s mighty hammer 
smashes Hollywood’s slump

US first lady Melania Trump and Choi Min-ho, a member of South Korean boy band Shinee, wave to South
Korean middles school students in Seoul. — AP 

Avideo of first lady Melania Trump smiling
at South Korean girls who had burst into
screaming when they saw a member of K-

pop boy band has been shared widely on social
media. The video showed Trump at ease with
South Korean teenagers in school uniforms at an
event where the first lady gave a speech on the
importance of giving girls equal access to sports.

When the girls noticed Choi Min-ho, a member of
Shinee, standing next to Trump on a surprise visit,
they started to scream and clap, while the first
lady watched them with a wide smile. South
Korean Twitter users praised the first lady’s inter-
action with the girls and the K-pop star, especial-
ly her long-lasting smile.—AP

Sony Pictures on Monday withdrew a movie starring Kevin
Spacey from a Los Angeles film festival following sexual mis-
conduct allegations against the actor, but said it was going

ahead with a planned US movie theater release in December. “All
the Money in the World,” about the 1973 kidnapping of teenager
John Paul Getty III, features Spacey as his grandfather, the late US
oil billionaire Jean Paul Getty.  

The film was due to have a red carpet world premiere at the
American Film Institute’s (AFI) annual festival in Los Angeles
on Nov 16. “Given the current allegations surrounding one of
its actors and out of respect for those impacted, it would be
inappropriate to celebrate at a gala at this difficult time.
Accordingly, the film will be withdrawn,” Sony’s TriStar
Pictures unit said in an emailed statement. Spacey’s represen-
tatives did not return a request for comment on Monday
regarding Sony’s decision. Reuters was unable to independent-
ly confirm any of the allegations. 

The Sony statement said there were 800 other actors, writers
and crew members involved in the movie, and the film would open
wide as planned on Dec 22. Spacey apologized last month to actor
Anthony Rapp, who accused him of trying to seduce him in 1986
when Rapp was 14. Spacey’s representatives later said he was
seeking unspecified treatment. CNN reported last week that eight
current and former employees of the Netflix TV show “House of
Cards,” who were not identified, alleged sexual misconduct
against Spacey, the TV show’s star. 

AFI said in a statement that it supported Sony’s decision.
Netflix said on Friday that it had severed ties with Spacey because
of the allegations. It said it would not be involved in further pro-
duction of “House of Cards” with Spacey. Producer Media Rights
Capital said Spacey had been suspended from the political show.
Netflix also said it would not release the film “Gore,” in which
Spacey plays the late US writer Gore Vidal.—Reuters

The Detroit Institute of Arts has opened
a permanent gallery for Japanese art
that pairs traditional and contemporary

works. Museum officials say the gallery,
which opened Saturday, places objects in
their original contexts and spaces, including
tea rooms, Buddhist temples and domestic
rooms. Digital elements aim to enliven objects
or provide additional context, such as a
touchscreen table where visitors can handle a
3-D printed tea bowl. 

The museum also teamed up with a Tokyo
theater to produce a film featuring a Noh per-
formance with a mask similar to one in the
Detroit collection. The DIA worked with Natsu
Oyobe, University of Michigan curator of
Asian art, and received financial support from
the Japanese Business Society of Detroit.
Workshops, demonstrations and performances
were planned for opening weekend.—AP
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