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LONDON: West Ham named former Everton and
Manchester United boss David Moyes as their new
manager yesterday after sacking Slaven Bilic following
a string of poor results that left the club mired in the
Premier League relegation zone.

The Hammers parted company with Bilic on Monday,
two days after a chastening 4-1 loss at home to
Liverpool convinced co-chairmen David Sullivan and
David Gold that the club needed a change of direction
to stop the rot.

West Ham, languishing in 18th position with just two
wins in 11 games, are banking on Moyes’s experience in
the English top flight to lift them out of danger despite
his underwhelming recent record in management.

Moyes-who says he has a “point to prove”-has been
given an initial six-month contract with a clear brief to
pull the club away from rel-
egation trouble and his
future will be evaluated at
the end of the season.

“We need somebody
with experience, knowledge
of the Premier League and
the players in it, and we
believe David is the right
man to turn things around
and get the best out of the
players at the club,” said
Sullivan. “He is highly
regarded and respected within the game, and will bring
fresh ideas, organisation and enthusiasm.”

Moyes, 54, has been out of management since he
resigned from his post at Sunderland at the end of last
season after failing to prevent the northeast club being
relegated from the Premier League.

He managed Everton for 11 years from 2002 before

leaving the club to replace Alex Ferguson at
Manchester United but was dismissed after just 10
months in charge.

Despite his failure at United and a disappointing
stint in Spain with Real Sociedad, the Hammers are
backing the Scot to help shore up a leaky defence as
well as getting the best out of big-money summer sign-
ings Marko Arnautovic and Javier Hernandez.

‘POINT TO PROVE’ 
“We’ve done a contract which suits both parties, we

are all comfortable with it,” Moyes told Talksport radio.
“Let’s get the job done and then talk at the end of the
year.” But he faces a challenge to win round the fans
after some supporters viewed his proposed arrival at
the London Stadium with scepticism. “Do I have a point

to prove? Yes, I think I do,”
Moyes told the club web-
site. “I’ve managed five
clubs since starting out
nearly 20 years ago, starting
at Preston and then going to
Everton. My period at
Manchester United is well-
documented and I then did
something I have always
wanted to do by experienc-
ing management abroad,
with Real Sociedad.

“It’s only been the last job where I feel it wasn’t a
good move and I didn’t enjoy the experience. So I’m
hungry to make sure I get things right now.

“The focus here is purely between now and the end
of the season. The first thing is to win the next game
and build from there, and I’m sure we will be in a much
stronger position before long.”

Moyes took training on Tuesday and has almost a
fortnight to get to know his new players, with his first
match in charge at Watford on November 19.

Former West Ham defender Bilic was the fourth

Premier League managerial casualty of the season, the
Croatian’s exit following those of Frank de Boer
(Crystal Palace), Craig Shakespeare (Leicester) and
Ronald Koeman (Everton).—AFP
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BERLIN: Hans Schaefer, the last-but one surviving
member of the West German team which won the 1954
World Cup, died yesterday, his ex-club Cologne said.
The 90-year-old played on the left wing in the final as
the Germans fell two goals behind after just eight min-
utes but fought back to beat Hungary, 3-2, in “the
Miracle of Berne”.

Schaefer’s death means midfielder Horst Eckel, 85,
is the last surviving member of that team. Germany’s
current coach Joachim Loew, who is preparing for
Friday’s friendly against England in Wembley, mourned
the loss.  “The news that Hans Schaefer has died
makes us all very sad here in the national team. As one
of the heroes of Berne, he will never be forgotten,”
Loew said.  In the 1954 final, Zoltan Czibor and Ferenc
Puskas, one of football’s greatest players, netted goals
for Hungary after six and eight minutes.  Midfielder
Max Morlock pulled a goal back for the Germans in
the tenth minute. Right winger Helmut Rahn then
wrote himself into German football folklore, equalising
before half time and scoring the winner six minutes
from time. 

“I am very sad and will always remember Hans
Schaefer as a great Cologne player and person. #RIP,”
former Cologne, Arsenal and Germany striker Lukas
Podolski wrote on Twitter. — AFP

Loew mourns loss 
of 1954 World 
Cup winner

We need 
somebody with 

experience

KINGSTON UPON HULL: File photo taken on May 06, 2017 shows Sunderland’s Scottish manager David Moyes
arriving for the English Premier League football match between Hull City and Sunderland. — AFP

MOSCOW: Opponents of Russia’s national side can
be forgiven for confusion as they face two identical
players: twin brothers Anton and Alexei Miranchuk.
The 22-year-old Miranchuk sibl ings appeared
together in the national squad for the first time last
month after manager Stanislav Cherchesov rewarded
their solid performances for Russian league leaders
Lokomotiv Moscow.  “We gave the new players a
chance to show their worth in matches with teams
that have already qualified for the 2018 World Cup
finals,” Cherchesov told journalists after friendlies
with South Korea and Iran.  “(Mario) Fernandes,
(Konstantin) Rausch and the Miranchuk twins looked
impressive with their club sides this season and we
needed to test them in the national squad.

“That helped us to finalise the pool of the candi-
dates into our World Cup squad.” The country’s foot-
ball chief Vitaly Mutko hailed the brothers from the
southern Krasnodar region as part of a new genera-
tion of dedicated players, a much welcome boost
after a dreadful Euro 2016 campaign.  Players such
as the Miranchuks are “highly motivated” and “have
a completely different attitude to football”, Mutko
stressed. “It’s a generation of professionals.” The
twins meanwhile said their invitation to the national
side had done wonders for their confidence. “It was
incredibly motivating for us when we got the call up
to the national squad,” Anton Miranchuk, who made
his senior Russia debut in October’s 4-2 win over
South Korea, told AFP. 

“I just couldn’t put my feelings into words.”  “Of
course it’s a great responsibility,” his brother Alexei,
who earned the first of his 12 international caps in
2015, added. “When you join the national squad, it’s a
new experience, new feelings and new opportunities.
It’s cool.” The players’ mother Yelena Miranchuk said

the family traces its origins back to the Cossacks,
independent horsemen forces who guarded Tsarist
Russia’s borders. She told Russian television she
believes this gave her sons their active and uncom-
promising nature.

The brothers started out training with the
Olympus club of their native town of Slavyansk-on-
Kuban in their home region.  After a couple of years,
Spartak Moscow invited the boys to join their foot-
ball academy. 

They came to Moscow with their mother, a trained
teacher who got a job at their school’s boarding
house. “It was non-negotiable that our mum came
with us,” Anton said.  “She’s the head of our family-
she has always been with us, she has watched and
supported us the whole time,” Alexei added.  “Things
might have gone differently without her keeping an
eye on us.” After the Miranchuk brothers turned 16,
Spartak released them for not being physically
strong enough, forcing them to join Lokomotiv’s
academy.  Their natural talent soon shone through
and they became integral members of Lokomotiv’s
youth squad, winning three consecutive Russian
titles.  Alexei then made his debut in the Russian
Premier League in 2013 but Anton was made to wait
before getting his chance.

Anton was sent on loan to Estonian high-flyers
Levadia Tallinn for the 2016 campaign, during which
he scored 15 goals in 33 matches.  That form abroad
earned him a brief cameo alongside his brother for
Lokomotiv at the end of the last season, before
thrusting him into a regular role this term.

‘SPIRITUAL CONNECTION’ 
But the separation was hard, Anton admitted.

“We’ve been together since we were born. I feel a
constant spiritual connection with my brother and I
feel I miss him after just a couple of days apart. 

“But I don’t regret my secondment to Estonia. It
was very useful to get regular match practice and
experience. It helped me a lot to win a place in
Lokomotiv’s line-up when I came back.” His brother
Alexei naturally agreed. “For me it was really hard to
play and to progress without my brother,” he added.
“But now I feel that this parting was for the best.
“Now everything has got back to normal and I feel
we’re both ready to go up to the next level.” — AFP
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CHICAGO: Midfielders Weston McKennie
and Tyler Adams, 17-old forward Josh
Sargent, defender Cameron Carter-Vickers
and goalkeeper Jesse Gonzalez could make
their US  national team debuts in a Nov. 14
exhibition at Portugal.

Defender Matt Miazga, midfielder
Lynden Gooch and goalkeepers Ethan
Horvath and Bill Hamid also are part of a
young 21-man roster announced Tuesday
by interim coach Dave Sarachan, who
took over when Bruce Arena quit last
month after the U.S. failed to qualify for
next year’s World Cup. Half the players
are 24 and under.

Christian Pulisic, the Americans’ star
19-year-old midfielder, is being given the
game off. After missing the World Cup for
the first time since 1986, the US likely will

not play a competitive match until the
summer of 2019 and has more than five
years to prepare for the 2022 World Cup.
“Christian has had a very long year,”
Sarachan said in a statement. “Christian
has really  pushed the limits mentally and
physically. With those things in mind, we
felt this was an opportunity for 

Christian to get a break and recharge.”
Forward Jordan Morris is still recovering
from a right hamstring injury suffered
Sept. 10, forward Bobby Wood is out with
a knee problem and winger Paul Arriola is
recovering from an unspecified medical
procedure. Players were not picked from
the four teams remaining in Major League
Soccer’s playoffs, ruling out Toronto for-
ward Jozy Altidore and midfielder
Michael Bradley.

Defender John Brooks returns from a
torn thigh muscle suffered Aug. 12 that
caused him to miss qualifiers in September
and October. The oldest player on the ros-
ter is 30-year-old midfielder Alejandro
Bedoya. McKennie, 19, made his
Bundesliga debut last May with Schalke
and has appeared in seven league and two
cup matches this season.

Sargent agreed in September to sign a
professional contract with Werder Bremen
when he turns 18 on Feb. 20. He could
become the first player to appear for the

Under-17, Under-20 and national team in
the same year.

“He’s in good form coming off his time
with the U-17s and is someone who will be
able to handle the fitness level we’re look-
ing for in this camp,” Sarachan said. “This
camp gives us a chance to give a first look
to a young player we think will have a
bright future in the national team program.”

The 19-year-old Carter-Vickers, a son
of former NBA guard Howard Carter,
made his Tottenham debut last season and
appeared in a pair of FA Cup matches. On
loan this season to second-tier Sheffield
United, he has one goal in eight matches.

Adams, 18, played with Sargent and
Carter-Vickers at this year’s Under-20
World Cup and became a regular this sea-
son with the New York Red Bulls.

The 22-year-old Gonzalez was on the
US roster for this year’s CONCACAF
Gold Cup but did not appear in a match. A
former member of Mexican youth teams,
he has become a starter for Dallas.
European champion Portugal qualified for
next year’s World Cup and is using a ros-
ter with three players over 30 and two
who played against the US during the 2-2
group-stage draw at the 2014 World Cup:
goalkeeper Beto and forward Eder. FIFA
Player of the Year Cristiano Ronaldo was
left off for the game. — AP
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LONDON: Raheem Sterling, Fabian Delph and
Jordan Henderson are the latest withdrawals
from England’s injury-hit squad for friendlies
against World Cup holders Germany and five-
time winners Brazil, the FA said yesterday.

Gareth Southgate’s men kick off their World
Cup preparations with back-to-back Wembley
matches against the international heavyweight
teams over the coming week. Tottenham’s Dele
Alli, Harry Kane and Harry Winks have already
withdrawn from the initial 25-man squad, with
England receiving three further setbacks on
Tuesday. “Manchester City duo Raheem Sterling
and Fabian Delph have returned to their club
after being ruled out of England’s forthcoming
fixtures,” a statement from the Football
Association read.

“Liverpool’s Jordan Henderson will also miss
out on the back-to-back games against Germany
and Brazil at Wembley Stadium through injury.”

Henderson had been due to arrive at St
George’s Park-England’s training base-later in
the week after missing Liverpool’s win against
West Ham with a thigh problem. City winger
Sterling is out with a back complaint and Delph-
looking for his first England cap since November
2015 — injured his calf towards the end of
Sunday’s win against Arsenal.

Alli, Kane and Winks have already pulled out
with injury issues of their own, with Southgate
bringing in Michael Keane and Jake Livermore.

More faces will likely be drafted in by the
England boss ahead of Friday’s friendly against
Germany, with the FA announcing “a further
squad update will be issued in due course” but
Chelsea defender Gary Cahill is set to train yes-
terday.

England, who play Brazil on November 14, are
already missing Adam Lallana, Danny Welbeck,
Nathaniel Chalobah, Tom Heaton and Ross
Barkley.

Southgate had plumped for a bold squad for
the last matches of 2017, with Tammy Abraham,
Ruben Loftus-Cheek and Joe Gomez called up
for the first time as Daniel Sturridge, Alex
Oxlade-Chamberlain and Chris Smalling were
overlooked. — AFP

England hit by
more withdrawals
for Germany,
Brazil games

McKennie,
Carter-Vickers 
may make US
soccer debuts


