
LOS ANGELES: Kyrie Irving exploded for 35 points to
steer the Boston Celtics to a ninth consecutive victory
on Monday as Golden State extended their winning
streak to four games. Irving broke the 30-point barrier
for the first time since his summer move to the Celtics
as Boston overcame a battling Atlanta Hawks side to
win 110-107 on the road. Boston needed a three-point-
er from Irving with 1min 37sec remaining to finally sub-
due the Hawks, giving the Celtics a 104-103 lead.

It was the final twist of a game that saw no fewer
than 25 lead changes. “He made huge plays down the
stretch,” coach Brad Stevens said of Irving.  “I thought
he not only made the plays, but he made a lot of right
reads, too.”

Stevens said he suspected Irving might be due a big

performance after an 11-point outing in his previous
game at Orlando on Sunday. “When you’re coaching
against people, I always look at the box score for the
game before,” Stevens said.

“If they really struggled but they’re really good,
that’s just scary stuff. Guys like that don’t have quiet
nights twice in a row.” Jayson Tatum also weighed in
with a double-digit tally, scoring 21 points while pulling
down eight rebounds. Al Horford added 15 points while
Jaylen Brown chipped in with 11 points.

But Irving’s virtuoso display was the main talking
point amongst his team-mates after the win. “It’s excit-
ing to be out there on his side, watching him do all
those incredible things,” said Celtics rookie Tatum.
“He’s a great player.”

Irving, meanwhile, was pleased with the way Boston
held on to close out the win. “We had to get our act
together,” Irving said. “You could just tell that mentally
and physically, we were dragging a little bit.”

Boston now lead the Eastern Conference with a 9-2
record. Atlanta, who had stunned Cleveland on Sunday
in an upset win, are bottom of the conference at 2-9.

WARRIORS DOWN ‘SCRAPPY’ HEAT 
In the Western Conference, Kevin Durant and

Draymond Green steered Golden State to a scrappy
97-80 victory over the Miami Heat at the Oracle Arena.
Durant scored 21 points with eight rebounds while
Green weighed in with 18 points and nine rebounds as
the Warriors were made to work for victory by a physi-
cal Miami team at Oracle Arena. The win saw the
Warriors improve to 8-3 in the standings, putting them
alongside leaders Houston. Warriors duo Klay
Thompson and Stephen Curry had a relatively quiet
night, with Thompson scoring 13.

Curry added 16 but had an off night with his normal-
ly reliable three-point shooting, making just two of nine
attempts. “That’s a scrappy team,” Green said after-
wards. “We knew coming into this game it was going to
be tough, they were going to grab, they were going to

hold. “It wasn’t pretty we couldn’t make our shots, so
we knew we had to just stick to the basics, play physi-
cal and grind out a win.” Miami’s top scorer was James
Johnson with 21 points, followed by Goran Dragic who
scored 19 and Kelly Olynk with 10.

The Warriors had opened up a 50-37 halftime lead
but were never able to fully cut loose from a dogged
Miami team. Miami rallied to cut a 20-point deficit to
just 10 points in the third quarter but the Warriors were
able to keep their opponents at arm’s length for the
remainder of the contest.

In Monday’s other game, the Brooklyn Nets held off
a late Phoenix Suns rally to clinch their first road victo-
ry of the season. D’Angelo Russell scored 13 of a 23-
point haul in the final nine minutes to help the Nets
close out the 98-92 win in Phoenix. “I just didn’t want
to lose and wanted to do whatever it took to win,” said
Russell. — AFP

Wednesday, November 8, 2017S p o r t s

Established 1961 

Kyrie Irving stars as Celtics 
roll on, Warriors chill Heat

NBA results/standings

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB     
Boston 9 2 .818 -      
Toronto 5 4 .556 3      
NY Knicks 5 4 .556 3      
Philadelphia 5 4 .556 3      
Brooklyn 4 6 .400 4.5  

Central Division
Detroit 7 3 .700 -      
Indiana 5 5 .500 2      
Milwaukee 4 5 .444 2.5  
Cleveland 4 6 .400 3      
Chicago 2 6 .250 4      

Southeast Division
Orlando 6 4 .600 -      
Washington 5 4 .556 0.5  
Charlotte 5 5  .500 1      
Miami 4 6 .400 2      
Atlanta 2 9 .182 4.5  

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Minnesota 7 3 .700 -      
Portland 6 4 .600 1      
Utah 5 5 .500 2      
Denver 5 5 .500 2      
Oklahoma City 4 5 .444 2.5  

Pacific Division
Golden State 8 3 .727 -      
LA Clippers 5 4 .556 2      
LA Lakers 5 5 .500 2.5  
Phoenix 4 7 .364 4      
Sacramento 1 8 .111 6      

Southwest Division
Houston 8 3 .727 -      
Memphis 6 4 .600 1.5  
San Antonio 6 4 .600 1.5  
New Orleans 5 5 .500 2.5  
Dallas 1 10 .091 7      

Golden State 97, Miami 80; Brooklyn 98, Phoenix 92; Boston 110,
Atlanta 107.  

Boston now lead the Eastern Conference with a 9-2 record
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LOS ANGELES: Former Los Angeles Galaxy mid-
fielder Kyle Martino on Monday joined the crowded
field vying for the presidency of the United States
Soccer Federation in the wake of the country’s 2018
World Cup debacle.

Martino, best known in the US as an analyst for
NBC television, said he had decided to challenge for
the USSF presidency after the result of “many con-
versations” in recent weeks. The 36-year-old will
take a break from his work with NBC, which he
described as his “dream job” in an effort to mount a
successful bid to replace current incumbent Sunil
Gulati.

“US Soccer is at the lowest point of its modern
existence, with failing to qualify for the 2018 World
Cup merely a symptom of bigger issues,” Martino
said in a statement on his campaign website. “We
need a change, not just of direction but of vision and
ambition. It’s time to put soccer back at the center
of the United States Soccer Federation.” Soccer in
the United States was left reeling last month after a
humiliating loss to Trinidad and Tobago in their final
2018 World Cup qualifying game saw them fail to
reach next year’s finals in Russia.

Next year’s tournament will mark the first time
since the 1986 World Cup in Mexico that the United
States have failed to feature.  Martino said the
World Cup collapse was a symptom of a wider
malaise across US soccer. “When a nation of more
than 300 million fails to qualify for the World Cup,
it’s not because of a few bad bounces on a less-
than-perfect pitch; it’s because of systemic failures
across all levels of the game,” he said.  Martino said
his presidency would be defined by delivering suc-
cess at international level, saying he would resign if
the men’s team failed to qualify for the 2022 World
Cup or failed to reach the quarter-finals of the 2026
competition.

Nomination for next February’s USSF election
must be confirmed by December.  So far USSF pres-
ident Gulati has not said if he plans to run again for
what would be a fourth four-year term.

Last week, USSF vice-president Carlos Cordeiro
announced he planned to run, joining former inter-
national Eric Wynalda and Boston-based attorney
Steve Gans in the field.

Unlike many of his rivals, Gans, who has four
decades of involvement in US soccer as a player,
attorney and advisor, had announced his challenge
before the US World Cup exit. Others in the field
include Mike Winograd, former international Paul
Caligiuri and Paul Lapointe. —AFP
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OAKLAND: Goran Dragic #7 of the Miami Heat goes up for a shot on Andre Iguodala #9 of the Golden State
Warriors at ORACLE Arena. — AFP

MOSCOW: The lineup of teams at the World Cup in
Russia will be confirmed over the next week. Here’s a look
at the two-leg European and intercontinental playoffs
matches, as well as how African qualifying is shaping up:

NORTHERN IRELAND vs. SWITZERLAND
Northern Ireland is within reach of its first World Cup

in 32 years after hitting its target of second place in a
group won by defending champion Germany. Switzerland,
ranked No. 4 in August, finds itself in a tense playoff
despite nine straight wins to start qualifying. On Monday,
Switzerland coach Vladimir Petkovic was still looking back
to the 2-0 loss at Portugal last month, saying he had imag-
ined playing a “nice friendly” game this week. He acknowl-
edged his team was too passive against Portugal, and chal-
lenged players he did not identify to take more responsi-
bility now.

The Swiss need to forget about that match before the
first leg Thursday at Windsor Park, where only Germany
has beaten Northern Ireland in a competitive match in the
past four years. Switzerland has a nine-game winning
streak at home in tournament qualifiers, and hosts the
return on Sunday in Basel.

CROATIA vs. GREECE
Greece is bidding to reach a major tournament again

after an embarrassing qualification campaign for the 2016
European Championship. Without defender Kostas
Manolas, who is banned from the first leg, the Greeks will
play at Croatia tomorrow and then host the return match
on Sunday. Manolas is out because FIFA suspended him
for trying to manipulate his disciplinary record by deliber-
ately earning a yellow card against Cyprus on Oct. 7. The
decision compounded problems for coach Michael Skibbe,
who is missing midfielder Petros Mantalos and striker
Tasos Donis because of injury. Croatia is set to miss
defensive midfielder Milan Badelj for both matches against
Greece.

The Croatians and the Greeks were in the playoffs for
the 2014 tournament in Brazil. Croatia eliminated Iceland
2-0 on aggregate, while Greece beat Romania 4-2 on
aggregate.

SWEDEN vs. ITALY
Four-time champion Italy has participated in every

World Cup since failing to qualify for the 1958 tournament,
which coincidentally was held in Sweden. But Italy has
showed poor form recently, ever since a 3-0 loss to Spain
in September. After that match, Italy edged Israel 1-0,
drew 1-1 with Macedonia and beat Albania 1-0. While
Sweden didn’t qualify for the last two World Cups, it
impressed in qualifying with a win over France and fin-
ished ahead of the Netherlands.

“We are winners just by being here,” Sweden coach
Janne Andersson said. The first leg will be in Sweden on
Friday, with the return match on Monday in Italy. Sweden

went unbeaten at home in qualifying at Friends Arena and
striker Marcus Berg scored eight times in nine matches.

DENMARK vs. IRELAND
Being in the playoffs for a major tournament is nothing

new for Ireland. This will be the team’s ninth time, and they
have lost five of them - including against France ahead of
the 2010 World Cup when Thierry Henry clearly handled
the ball in the build-up to the crucial goal. The first leg will
be in Denmark on Saturday. Ireland will host the second
leg on Tuesday.

Ireland has effectively already won one playoff - by
beating Wales 1-0 in its final qualifier - and will likely rely
on the counterattacking tactics that worked so well in
Cardiff. While there are no real stars in the Ireland team,
Denmark has a standout in Christian Eriksen one of
European soccer’s best playmakers over the past few
years at Tottenham. He scored eight times from midfield in
qualifying. The Danes’ 4-0 win over Poland in group play
highlights their potential and they are also higher in the
FIFA rankings, at No. 19 compared to Ireland’s No. 26. The
managers - Martin O’Neill and Age Hareide - are former
teammates at English club Norwich.

AUSTRALIA vs. HONDURAS
This is the scenario Australia aimed to avoid when it

switched from Oceania to the Asian Football
Confederation after the 2006 World Cup: A last-ditch
intercontinental playoff in the Americas for a spot at soc-
cer’s marquee event. Australian players traveled from three
continents to assemble in Honduras this week to prepare
for Friday’s first leg. The return match will be in Australia

on Wednesday. It was a similar scenario when the
Australians played Uruguay for a place at the 2006 tour-
nament. Uruguay won 1-0 in Montevideo, and Australia
leveled it up with a 1-0 win in Sydney before advancing 4-
2 on penalties. It ended a long drought for the Socceroos,
who had failed to advance from the last playoff stage in
1986 (against Scotland), in 1994 (against Argentina), in
1998 (against Iran), and in 2002 (against Uruguay). Tim
Cahill, the only player still active from that playoff series in
2005 and now Australia’s all-time leading scorer, is in
doubt because of an ankle injury.

NEW ZEALAND vs. PERU
New Zealand will return to the scene of one of its

greatest triumphs when it hosts Peru on Saturday. In 2009,
New Zealand beat Bahrain 1-0 in front of a crowd of
35,000 at the Wellington Regional Stadium to qualify for
the World Cup for the second time. It had previously qual-
ified in 1982, the same year in which Peru made its last
World Cup appearance. The return leg will be in Peru on
Wednesday.

Rory Fallon, who scored New Zealand’s winning goal in
that match eight years ago, has been recalled to the All
Whites after a one-year absence. He is currently playing
for Dorchester in the seventh tier of English soccer. That
win over Bahrain briefly put soccer center-stage in a rug-
by-mad country and Saturday’s match will likely do so
again. The match is a sellout. Peru, ranked No. 10, starts as
the overwhelming favorite against 122nd-ranked New
Zealand but have a significant setback, with striker Paolo
Guerrero ruled out after failing a doping test. Guerrero
scored six goals in qualifying.—AP

World Cup qualifying
tournament reaching
its climax next week

BURTON-ON-TRENT: England’s striker Tammy Abraham (L), England’s Ruben Loftus-Cheek (2L), England’s mid-
fielder Jesse Lingard (2R) and England’s goalkeeper Joe Hart attend a training session at St George’s Park in
Burton-on-Trent. — AFP

14


