
GREEN BAY: Matthew Stafford passed for 361 yards
and two touchdowns to Marvin Jones, and the Detroit
Lions snapped a three-game losing streak with a 30-17
win on Monday night over the offensively challenged
Green Bay Packers. Stafford was 26 of 33, including 12
of 14 in the first half with a 25-yard touchdown pass to
Jones. Ameer Abdullah added a 4-yard touchdown run
for Detroit (4-4). Green Bay (4-4) finally got in the end
zone on Brett Hundley’s 1-yard quarterback sneak with
9:52 left. The Lions answered with Stafford’s 11-yard
touchdown pass to Jones with 8:06 remaining, putting
the game out of reach with a 17-point lead. Jones had
seven catches for 107 yards.

The Packers have lost three straight games. Their

once-potent offense has struggled since star quarter-
back Aaron Rodgers broke his right collarbone on Oct.
15 at Minnesota. Brett Hundley finished 26 of 38 for 245
yards. Cornerback Darius Slay blanketed Jordy Nelson
when the Packers did try to throw long while the game
was still competitive. Abdullah fumbled the ball away in
the third quarter, but the Packers went three-and-out
on the ensuing drive. Familiar problems in the red zone
popped up for the Lions when they were stopped on
three plays at the Packers 1, forced to settle for a field
goal for a 17-point lead with 12:25 left. But without
Rodgers, the Packers couldn’t keep up with the accu-
rate, rocket-armed Stafford.

CRITICAL PENALTY
The Lions’ opening score was set up by an unneces-

sary roughness penalty on Mike Daniels, after the
defensive lineman appeared to head-butt Detroit cen-
ter Travis Swanson. The flag negated an incompletion
on third-and-15 that would have forced the Lions to
punt from their own 25.  Stafford connected with Jones

for the touchdown pass five plays later.

MILESTONE
The first scoring strike to Jones was the 200th

touchdown pass in 117 career games for Stafford, the
sixth-quickest in NFL history to reach the milestone.
Stafford, who turns 30 in February, is also fourth in
NFL history for career touchdown passes before age
30 behind Dan Marino, Peyton Manning and Brett
Favre.

NOT SPECIAL
Special teams didn’t help the Packers. Working in

their third long snapper of the season because of
injuries, Green Bay had a 38-yard field goal blocked in
the first quarter on a play that started with a low snap.
Trevor Davis didn’t get past the 22 on three kickoff
returns in the first half.

LIONS: WR Golden Tate joined Jones over the 100-
yard mark with seven receptions for 113 yards. ...

Abdullah had 21 carries for 48 yards.
PACKERS: The team’s playmaking receivers did

have more opportunities, though most came on short
passes. Randall Cobb finished with 58 yards on five
receptions, including a catch-and-run for a 46-yard
gain that set up Hundley’s TD run. Davante Adams had
seven catches for 53 yards.

INJURIES
Packers S Morgan Burnett left in the third quarter

with a groin injury. He had returned from a two-game
absence with a hamstring injury. RT Bryan Bulaga left
in the fourth quarter with a knee injury.

ANTHEM
It appeared that all members of both teams stood for

the national anthem, with many players and coaches
locking arms on their respective sidelines. Lions: Host
the Cleveland Browns on Sunday. Packers: Visit the
Chicago Bears on Sunday. — AP
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SHANGHAI: A Chinese rider with the local Keyi
Look team faces severe punishment after attacking
members of the Swiss national team at the Tour of
Hainan in extraordinary scenes.  Race organisers on
the southern Chinese island said that Wang Xin and
his team would never be allowed back following the
violent incident that saw police step in and Keyi
Look expelled from the event.

Video footage posted online shows a rider, pur-
ported to be Wang, beating one staff member of the
Swiss team to the ground and kicking him in the
head, before attacking a second one. The rider then
retrieves a tyre pump from a support car, with the
seeming intent to use it as a weapon.

Police and bystanders rush in to intervene, as
dozens of people look on in shock. The Chinese
Cycling Association (CCA) is weighing further pun-
ishment following the incident at the end of stage
seven on Friday, a 166.5 kilometre ride between the
cities of Sanya and Wuzhishan.  It was sparked when
the Swiss team car “had physical contact” with
Wang, causing him to fall, the CCA said.

The CCA said it had “a zero-tolerance attitude
towards uncivilised behaviour and violence” and
alleged that in addition to Wang, Keyi Look team
staff were also involved. “CCA will make a further
decision after more investigations on this incident,” it
said in a statement.

Danilo Hondo, the Swiss team manager and
allegedly one of Wang’s targets, denied their car had
struck the Chinese rider. “We never bumped into him,
you can see that from the race video,” he told
Eurosport.

“He simply hit the back wheel of another rider and
went down. He was obviously embarrassed and took
out his frustration on us.  “We tried to approach him
after the race, in fact we waited 45 minutes after the
finish for him to cross to apologise for any misunder-
standings and to show him and his team that we
respect them and meant no harm.  “But both he and
his team approached us with anger and everything
escalated from there.”

Keyi Look and Wang apologised in statements
on Weibo, China’s equivalent of Twitter, but blamed
the Swiss for knocking him over with their car.  The
Tour of Hainan vowed never to allow them back.
“Wang’s behaviour is not acceptable and doesn’t
reflect Chinese cycling.  Hainan people are known
for being very friendly,” race organisers said in a
statement.  “The image and the reputation of the
Tour of Hainan cannot be tarnished by such
improper behaviour. “Fighting will never be permit-
ted in this event.” —AFP
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kicked out after
rider attacks 
Swiss rivals

Lions snap three-game skid in 
win over struggling Packers

NFL result/standings

American Football Conference
AFC East

W L T OTL PF PA PCT   
New England 6 2 0 0 216 179 .750  
Buffalo 5 3 0 0 174 149 .625  
Miami 4 4 0 0 116 179 .500  
NY Jets 4 5 0 0 191 207 .444  

AFC North
Pittsburgh 6 2 0 1 167 131 .750  
Baltimore 4 5 0 1 190 171 .444  
Cincinnati 3 5 0 1 129 158 .375  
Cleveland 0 8 0 1 119 202 0     

AFC South
Tennessee 5 3 0 0 181 193 .625  
Jacksonville 5 3 0 1 206 117 .625  
Houston 3 5 0 0 229 208 .375  
Indianapolis 3 6 0 1 162 260 .333  

AFC West
Kansas City 6 3 0 0 253 208 .667  
Oakland 4 5 0 0 196 214 .444  
LA Chargers 3 5 0 0 150 152 .375  
Denver 3 5 0 0 150 198 .375  

National Football Conference
NFC East

Philadelphia 8 1 0 0 283 179 .889  
Dallas 5 3 0 0 226 178 .625  
Washington 4 4 0 0 177 194 .500  
NY Giants 1 7 0 0 129 207 .125  

NFC North
Minnesota 6 2 0 0 179 135 .750  
Detroit 4 4 0 0 206 186 .500  
Green Bay 4 4 0 0 181 191 .500  
Chicago 3 5 0 0 134 171 .375  

NFC South
New Orleans 6 2 0 0 221 155 .750  
Carolina 6 3 0 0 168 159 .667  
Atlanta 4 4 0 0 170 172 .500  
Tampa Bay 2 6 0 0 158 198 .250  

NFC West
LA Rams 6 2 0 0 263 155 .750  
Seattle 5 3 0 0 189 149 .625  
Arizona 4 4 0 0 139 201 .500  
San Francisco 0 9 0 2 143 239 0     

Detroit 30, Green Bay 17.  

Brett Hundley finished 26 of 38 for 245 yards

Special teams 
didn’t help 

the Packers

BEREA: Josh Gordon has never played an NFL game
sober. That has to change if he plans to play in another
one. One day before the Browns wide receiver gets anoth-
er shot at rebooting his star-crossed career, Gordon
revealed in a candid magazine interview that he used
drugs or alcohol before every game of his career - pro or
college. Gordon, who was reinstated on a conditional basis
by Commissioner Roger Goodell last week after being
suspended for nearly three years, told GQ he drank or
smoked marijuana before “every game. Probably every
game of my career.”

The former Pro Bowler did the interview before meet-
ing with Goodell in New York. Gordon said he began tak-
ing drugs in seventh grade, and he outlined a pregame
routine as a pro where he would do shots of alcohol to
“get the motor running.” “We would stay at the team hotel,
and then players are allowed to go back home, get what
they need and then go to the game,” Gordon said. “So I’d
leave the hotel early morning, go home, eat breakfast, do
my little ritual, whatever it may be, some weed, some alco-
hol and then go to the game.  And then, I’d definitely be
partying after every game, win or lose. Every game.”
Gordon’s shocking admission came as the Browns pre-
pared to welcome him back to their facility on Tuesday. On
Monday, executive vice president of football operations
Sashi Brown said the team has had limited contact with

Gordon since his reinstatement.
“We have had some preliminary conversations with

him,” Brown said. “We are looking forward to having him
back.” Coach Hue Jackson said Gordon’s disclosure won’t
change the team’s decision to accept him back.

“I think he was letting things out if that is what was
said,” said Jackson, who coached Gordon before the 26-
year-old checked himself into rehab in 2016. “I think he
was cleansing himself of his past, and I get that a little bit,
but again, I think he said what he felt he needed to say.”

Jackson said he planned to sit down with Gordon and
discuss his disclosures, which included him saying, “a
bunch of guys smoke weed before the game. But we’re not
talking about them.”

Gordon has been suspended three times for multiple
violations of the league’s substance-abuse policy. During
his first stint with the Browns, Gordon said he found ways
to cheat the league’s rules.

“If I had already been drug tested that week, or the day
before the game, I knew I had a couple days to buy to
clean my system,” he said. “Even before I was getting test-
ed for alcohol, prior to my DWI in 2014, I would take the
biggest bong rip I could. And try to conceal all the smell
off all my clothes. I’d be dressed up to go to the game. I
would have these little pre-made shots. I used to love
Grand Marnier. I could drink it down smooth. I could usu-
ally drink a lot of it.

“But if it wasn’t that, it might be a whiskey or some-
thing. And I would drink probably like half a glass, or a
couple shots to try and warm my system up, basically. To
get the motor running. That’s what I would do for games.”

In the conditions established by Goodell, Gordon is
allowed to attend team meetings and work out by himself.
As long as he fulfills requirements, Gordon can begin prac-
ticing with the Browns on Nov. 20. Gordon has missed 51
games since 2014 due to the suspensions, derailing a
career filled with so much promise.

In the GQ piece, Gordon said he was forced to move
from Ohio to Florida to escape ridicule after he was sus-

pended. “I’ve been harassed, had drinks thrown at me,” he
said. “I’ve been (followed) in the grocery store, heckled
everywhere. At the games, people harassed and heckled
my brothers and my mom.  Somebody dented the hood of
the car. Had to sue a guy and get the money back cause he
damaged the car. People are throwing money, pennies, to
break the windows. So Cleveland was rough, man.”

Jackson said he’s not worried that Gordon is painting a
gloomy picture to get out of playing for the winless
Browns. “I don’t think he is trying to do that,” he said. “I do
need to feel comfortable that he is not. If he is coming
back to play football, I think he knows he needs to play
football here. There is no other place that he can do what
he needs to do in the National Football League, I am talk-
ing about as far as playing. It is right here.” — AP
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GREEN BAY: Detroit Lions’ Marvin Jones catches a touchdown pass in front of Green Bay Packers’ Davon House
during the first half of an NFL football game, in Green Bay. — AP

MELBOURNE: Irish trainer Joseph O’Brien edged his
famous father Aidan to land the Melbourne Cup as
Rekindling led an all-Irish sweep of the placings after a
close finish yesterday. Aidan O’Brien has trained a world-
record 27 Group 1 wins this year but his 24-year-old son
beat him to a debut victory in the Aus$6 million (US$4.6
million) race when Rekindling wore down Johannes
Vermeer to snatch it by half-a-length.

The Willie Mullins-trained Max Dynamite, who finished
second in 2015, completed an all-Irish one-two-three
when he finished three lengths behind in the famous
3,200-metre (2 mile) handicap at Flemington.

Rekindling gave his Australian owner Lloyd Williams his
sixth success in the Melbourne Cup and was jockey Corey
Brown’s second win in the race. “I can’t believe it. I am
thankful to Lloyd who suggested I bring him down and he
would have a good chance in the race,” Joseph O’Brien
said. “His preparation went really good. Corey gave him an
unbelievable ride.  Everyone, the lads at home and the lads
here, have done an unbelievable job.”

In the race’s 157th edition, Rekindling becomes the

third Irish-trained stayer to win following Vintage Crop
(1993) and Media Puzzle (2003), and the sixth overseas
winner overall.

Property developer Williams also owns runner-up
Johannes Vermeer. “An absolute dream. I am so thrilled,”
Williams said. “Just to do it with this 24-year-old (trainer
Joseph O’Brien). He has been taking the world on. I
thought that this horse had some chance.”

‘IT’S A DREAM’ 
Brown was dumbfounded after his second win in

Melbourne following his ride on Shocking in 2009. “It is a
dream to even ride in the race,” the jockey said. “To come
out and win it again, I’m lost for words. 

“I chased the ride about six weeks ago and with a light
weight (thinking I was) a big chance to get on him.”
Rekindling was the first three-year-old to win the
Melbourne Cup since Skipton in 1941. Johannes Vermeer,
ridden by Ben Melham, looked the likely winner halfway
down the long Flemington track before Rekindling, with a
three-kilogram weight advantage, reeled him in.

Rekindling came to Australia with impressive form.
Three starts ago he won the Curragh Cup before he ran
second to staying star Order Of St George, also at the
Curragh. He was a close-up fourth at his last start in the
English St Leger and he came into the Melbourne Cup
weighted at just 51.5 kilograms.

Big Duke was fourth ahead of the Scottish-trained
Nakeeta, with another Irish runner, Thomas Hobson, sixth.
The well-backed English stayer Marmelo led into the home
straight but fell off to ninth, while the Godolphin stable’s

Melbourne Cup drought continued with topweight
Hartnell finishing a fading 20th in the 23-strong field. Last
year’s winner Almandin, another of Williams’s six runners,
finished 12th with Italian jockey Frankie Dettori still with-
out a win in his 16th ride in the Melbourne Cup. — AFP

Rekindling leads 
Irish sweep at 
Melbourne Cup

MELBOURNE: Corey Brown jockey on Rekindling
(22) kisses the cup after he won the 157th
Melbourne Cup at Flemington Racecourse in
Melbourne. — AFP


