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Ten arrested in counter-terrorism operation

France and Switzerland in a
joint anti-terrorism swoop

PARIS: French police arrested nine people and anoth-
er was arrested in Switzerland in coordinated count-
er-terrorism swoops that follow a spate of deadly
attacks in Europe in recent years. Swiss officials said
a 23-year-old Colombian woman was taken into cus-
tody after police raids there. A Swiss man aged 27
was among those arrested in parallel French police
swoops linked to Islamist militant activity, they added.
French police conduct-
ed simultaneous raids
on premises on the
eastern edge of Paris
and in the southeastern
region that borders
Italy and Switzerland,
taking nine people into
custody, a source in the
French judiciary said.

Those arrested were
aged from 18 to 65
years, said the French
source, who spoke on
condition of anonymi-
ty-standard practice for most French officials on such
matters. Le Parisien newspaper said it was possible
the raids had thwarted an attack. The French judicial
source spoke of suspected participation in a criminal
terrorist network and of communications via the
Telegram network that many militants use because
messages can be encrypted.  

A Swiss statement cited suspected involvement in
terrorist activity and banned Islamist militant groups
such as Al-Qaeda and Islamic State. The arrests took
place a week after France introduced tougher nation-
al security laws to permanently replace emergency
powers given to police and intelligence services fol-
lowing deadly attacks by Islamist militants on Paris
two years ago. More than 240 people have been

kil led in France since
early 2015 in attacks by
Islamist mil i tants or
assailants inspired by
the Islamic State group,
which has sought to
establish a caliphate in
Syria and Iraq and
cal led for attacks on
France.

France is among
countries contributing to
mil itary operations
against Islamic State in
Iraq and Syria. French

Interior Minister Gerard Collomb, who says 32 attack
plots have been thwarted in the past two years in
France, played down the latest operation when asked
about it during a visit to Berlin. “It’s part of opera-
tions which, sadly, are conducted relatively regularly,
where we arrest a number of people we consider
dangerous,” he said. —Reuters

Switzerland
cites suspected

links to 
Al-Qaeda, IS

MENTON: Photo shows the car of an alleged suspect parked outside his residence in Menton, southeastern
France, after ten people were arrested in an anti-terror operation in France and Switzerland. —AFP

Japan ‘Black Widow’ 
sentenced to death 
TOKYO: A one-time millionairess dubbed the “Black
Widow”, who tricked elderly lovers into drinking cyanide
and then pocketed millions in insurance payouts and inher-
itance, was sentenced to death in Japan yesterday. Kyoto
District Court condemned Chisako Kakehi, 70, to the gal-
lows for the murder of three men-including her husband-
and for the attempted murder of another, ending a high-
profile case that has gripped the country. Kakehi became
notorious after using poison to dispatch a number of eld-
erly men she was involved with, drawing comparisons with
the spider that kills its mate after copulation.

“The accused made the victims drink a cyanide com-
pound with a murderous intention in all four cases,” Judge
Ayako Nakagawa told the court, according to public broad-
caster NHK. “The cases were well prepared in advance.
They were cunning and malicious. I have no choice but to
impose the ultimate penalty.” Nakagawa rejected defense
lawyers’ arguments that Kakehi was not criminally liable
because she was suffering from dementia. More than 560
people queued for 51 seats in the courtroom to witness the
outcome of the marathon trial, which lasted 135 days. It was
the second-longest court case involving a jury since Japan
introduced a joint judge-jury system in 2009.

‘Love of money’ 
Gray-haired Kakehi, wearing a hearing aid headphone,

asked the judge to speak loudly. She showed no emotion
when the judge handed down the sentence. The court said
she killed the men after they made her the beneficiary of
life assurance policies that reportedly ran into millions of
dollars. “For the love of money,” the accused poisoned the
victims who fully trusted her, the judge said. Kakehi
reportedly amassed one billion yen ($8.8 million) in pay-
outs over 10 years but subsequently lost most of the for-
tune through unsuccessful financial trading. 

She had relationships with many men, mostly elderly or

ill, meeting some through dating agencies, where she
reportedly stipulated that prospective partners should be
wealthy and childless. Kakehi, also known as “The Poison
Lady”, is said to have stashed some of her cyanide in a
plant pot she later threw out. The poison was found in the
body of at least two of the men she was involved with and
police reportedly found traces of cyanide in the rubbish at
her Kyoto home. 

They also found paraphernalia for administering drugs
and medical books at an apartment she kept south of

Kyoto. Kakehi initially refused to speak when her trial
began in June but later stunned the court by admitting
killing her fourth husband in 2013.  “I killed him... because
he gave other women tens of millions of yen but did not
give me even a penny,” she told the court, according to Jiji
Press.  She had earlier told judges she was ready to hang.
“Even if I were executed tomorrow, I would die smiling,”
Kakehi told judges. After yesterday’s ruling, her lawyers
immediately appealed to a higher court, suggesting the
high-profile trial could yet drag on. —AFP

KYOTO, Japan: Japanese woman Chisako Kakehi, who was arrested on suspicion of poisoning her husband with
cyanide in the latest ‘Black Widow’ case, arrives at the Kyoto district court. —AFP

Fear and faith:
Church security 
scrutinized after
Texas massacre
SUTHERLAND SPRINGS: After one of the nation’s dead-
liest mass shootings unfolded on their doorstep, pastors
and parishioners around the tiny Texas hamlet of
Sutherland Springs have begun asking whether guns have a
rightful place inside their houses of worship. It is a debate
that is echoing across the United States as security experts
and some politicians ask churches to consider a wide range
of enhanced measures to thwart tragedies like Sunday’s
deadly rampage at the First Baptist Church.

Barbara Burdette, who knew the 26 people killed in the
massacre and as well as the 20 wounded, is ready to see
her church hire armed security, or allow congregants to
carry their own concealed firearms for self-defense. “God
is our protector,” said Burdette, 62, “but I do still think that
we need to have people with conceal carry.” Her pastor at
the First Baptist Church of La Vernia, a one-story brick
sanctuary 7 miles from the shooting scene, said the issue of

guns in church requires a delicate balance between provid-
ing safety instead of fear.

Arming parishioners is not the only option. At the his-
toric black church in Charleston, South Carolina, where a
white gunman killed nine at a June 2015 bible study session,
uniformed police officers now attend regular worship serv-
ices. “It’s part of our new normal,” said Reverend Eric
Manning at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church,
by phone. He said the church also created in-house securi-
ty, as have most black churches in the region. Muslim and
Jewish institutions for years have added security measures
to address the threat of violence and hate crimes. 

The Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR)
stresses the importance of security cameras, strong doors
and clearing brush away from buildings so attackers have
no place to hide. A law enforcement vehicle prominently
parked in front of a house of worship is also a strong deter-
rent to crime, said Claude Pichard, director of Training
Force USA, which worked with churches across the coun-
try to improve security after the Charleston shooting. The
question of enabling, or even encouraging, parishioners to
shoot back is a discussion particularly important to com-
munities where guns are a part of life, such as rural Texas.

In Sutherland Springs, the shooter was confronted as he
left the church by a resident who shot and wounded him.
Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton told Fox News that
churches should consider whether they wanted parishioners
to be armed as a way of preventing another tragedy. His
state allows for the concealed carrying of handguns by

licensed owners. It is not clear exactly how First Baptist
Church, where the shooting occurred, addressed gun issues.

A sheriff in Williamson County, Texas, a two-hour drive
from the massacre, expects to discuss arming parishioners
at a church security summit he is organizing in the wake of
the attack. He said churches have a responsibility to ensure
that responding officers can distinguish a protector from
the assailant. “What are you doing to make sure we don’t
have a friendly on friendly fire?” said Sheriff Robert Chody
by phone. New Life Church, a congregation of 10,000
people in Colorado Springs, Colorado, requires churchgo-
ers to leave their guns in their vehicles, a decade after it
was the scene of a deadly shooting that killed two. A
parishioner trained in church security used a firearm to
wound the shooter, preventing greater carnage, said pastor
Brady Boyd.

“Pastors are now waking up to this reality that we are
not living in Mayberry anymore,” he said, referring to the
fictitious North Carolina hometown on the “Andy Griffith
Show,” a long-running 1960s television comedy. He point-
ed out that no church could have security in place to
withstand an attack by a military-trained shooter using an
assault rifle, the scenario that unfolded this weekend in
Texas. About 10 miles from the shooting, Floresville
Christian Fellowship Pastor Bennie Herrera said he needed
to re-examine security but knows there is only so much
that can be done. “We will not be gripped by fear,” he
said. “Faith will rise up and we will come together,” he
said. —Reuters

Catalonia deposed 
leader urges unity 
as deadline nears
MADRID: Catalonia’s deposed leader Carles Puigdemont
yesterday urged the region’s political forces to unite against
Spain, as hours remained for him to agree terms for an elec-
toral pact with other pro-independence parties.
Puigdemont went into self-imposed exile in Belgium last
month after Spain’s central government fired his secessionist

administration, dissolved the Catalan parliament and called
an election in the region for Dec 21. Madrid also issued an
arrest warrant against him on charges including rebellion,
but a Brussels court ruled on Monday he could remain at
liberty in Belgium until it had decided whether he should be
extradited. The independence push has deeply divided the
country, dragging it into its worst political crisis since its
return to democracy four decades ago and fuelling anti-
Spanish feelings in Catalonia and nationalist tendencies
elsewhere.

Pro-independence parties want the December vote to
become a de facto independence referendum, and
Puigdemont’s PDeCAT and the ERC party led by Oriol
Junqueras said at the weekend they might contest it on a
combined ticket. But they must register any alliance by the
end of Tuesday, and prospects of them bridging their differ-

ences in time looked slim. ERC’s spokesman Sergi Sabria
said on Monday his party did not rule out a coalition with
PDeCAT, but would agree only if other parties joined them,
including the anti-capitalist CUP which has yet to decide
whether it will contest the December ballot.

Polls suggest secessionist parties would win enough
votes combined to hold a slim majority in the Catalan par-
liament.  Running together would increase their chance of
success. Puigdemont and other secessionist leaders face
charges of rebellion, sedition, misuse of public funds, dis-
obedience and breach of public trust for organizing an ille-
gal independence referendum on Oct 1 and later proclaim-
ing a Catalan republic, something that goes against Spain’s
constitution. In an interview with Catalunya Radio yester-
day, Puigdemont said all parties standing in the region
should unite against Madrid’s actions. —Reuters

News in brief

An elderly nun raped 

KOLKATA: An Indian court yesterday found a
Bangladeshi guilty of raping an elderly nun in a crime
that sparked an outpouring of anger at persistent high
levels of sexual assault in the country. The 71-year-old
nun needed surgery after the brutal attack in 2015,
when a gang of robbers broke into the convent school
where she lived in the eastern state of West Bengal. A
court in the state capital Kolkata found Nazrul Islam
guilty of rape and attempted murder, among other
offences. “It was a shameful act,” additional judge
Kumkum Singha told the packed City Sessions Court.
Singha said Islam acted alone in raping the nun,
adding that five others arrested for their involvement
were charged with offences unrelated to the sexual
assault. Islam will be sentenced today. The nun, who
cannot be named for legal reasons, was attacked after
the robbers ransacked the Convent of Jesus and Mary
in Ranaghat and stole cash and other items. 

Car ploughs into class

SYDNEY: Two young children were killed and three
seriously injured yesterday when a car ploughed into
their classroom at a Sydney school, with witnesses
and emergency services describing “pandemonium” at
the scene. The tragedy occurred at the Banksia Road
Public School when the car smashed into a wooden
classroom building not long after lessons started. The
license of the 52-year-old woman driver was sus-
pended and she was charged with two counts of dan-
gerous driving causing death and with negligent driv-
ing. She was reportedly dropping off a child at the
time. “The vehicle continued inside the building and
tragically we have had a number of young children
injured as a result,” said Stewart Smith, assistant com-
missioner of traffic police in New South Wales state.
“As a result of that collision, five kids were urgently
conveyed to Westmead Hospital. Tragically, two of
those kids, male children, are deceased.” 

‘Most-wanted’ fugitive 

BEIJING: One of China’s “most-wanted” overseas
fugitives, a manager in a real estate company sought
on charges of corruption and bribery, turned himself in
yesterday after fleeing to Canada seven years ago, the
anti-graft agency said. He Jian, a manager in the north-
ern province of Hebei who had fled in September 2010,
becomes the 49th on a list of 100 most-wanted indi-
viduals to return, the Central Commission for Discipline
Inspection (CCDI) said on its website. Reuters could
not immediately reach He, his family, or a legal repre-
sentative to seek comment. He’s assets were frozen
after he fled and Interpol issued a “red notice” for his
provisional arrest, the agency said, but it did not make
clear where He lived after his flight to Canada, nor from
which country he had returned. The widely-publicized
“Fox Hunt” and “Sky Net” operations to repatriate
overseas fugitives suspected of corruption and eco-
nomic crimes constitute a key plank of President Xi
Jinping’s sweeping anti-graft campaign. 

Bloody dog-boar fights 

JAKARTA: Authorities in Indonesia’s West Java
province have called a halt to contests pitting dogs
against wild boars, following media coverage of the
bloody spectacle and pressure by animal rights
activists, the provincial governor’s spokesman said
yesterday. Last month, Reuters reported that cash
prizes of up to $2,000 were being given to dogs vic-
torious in the fights, which villagers call ‘adu bagong’,
or boar fighting. Owners of participating animals said
they saw the fights as a way to preserve a regional
tradition, besides testing the agility and hunting abili-
ties of the dogs. “Not all traditions that we have are
good,” said Ade Sukalsah, a spokesman for provincial
governor Ahmad Heryawan. 


