
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s financial deficit over the four
years from 2014 to 2018 was recently estimated at
KD 20.6 billion ($67.9 billion), said oil and financial
sources, predicting that the deficit would drop by 20
percent next year thanks to the rise in oil prices to
more than $68 per barrel. This would prevent the
government from borrowing to make up for the
deficit. In view of this deficit, oil sources expected a
rise in fears of the consequences of economic
reforms. The sources added that ongoing reforms and
cutting spending had cost citizens their savings and
led to postponing some service projects. “The state’s
low non-oil revenues will lead to a $1.4 trillion deficit,
which is larger than the current state reserves,” the
sources underlined. Meanwhile, financial sources
expect Kuwait will face a $179 billion deficit by 2030. 

Kuwaitis outnumbered
Educational statistics show that non-Kuwaiti

teachers outnumber their Kuwaiti peers in public
secondary schools and that the total number of sec-
ondary school teachers is 13,988 - 8,018 non-
Kuwaitis and 5,970 Kuwaitis, including 1,828 male
and 4,142 female teachers. Statistics also elaborated
that the total number of Kuwaiti Arabic teachers in
high schools is 348, while expats are 1,282; Kuwaiti
English teachers are 286, while expats are 1,152;
Kuwaiti French teachers are 54 compared to 423
expats; Kuwaiti science teachers are 837 compared
to 1,612 expats, Kuwaiti math teachers are 255 com-

pared to 1,081 expats and Kuwaiti computer teachers
are 261 compared to 569 expats. The statistics
showed the number of Kuwaiti teachers compared to
expats is 169/304 in music, 33/55 in practical studies
and 16/55 librarians. 

Job opportunities
Recent Civil Service Commission (CSC) statistics

show that 18,674 job opportunities are available for
citizens holding various degrees, including 9,166 for
males, 7,077 for females and 2,431 for both. 

Housing units
The Public Authority for Housing Welfare said

50,000 housing units will be distributed to citizens in
South Sabah Al-Ahmad and South Saad Al-Abdullah
cities soon. Speaking on a briefing and awareness
meeting held for citizens, the authority spokesperson
Ibrahim Al-Nashi said the authority had distributed
12,000 units so far and considerably cut citizens’
waiting time to get a house. 

Fishermen’s diwaniya
Head of the Kuwaiti fishermen diwaniya Khaled

Al-Othainah urged the state’s premier to act and
undo or postpone a decision made to remove the
diwaniya until an alternative location is found.
Othainah added that the diwaniya is vital for invest-
ing the time of both young and retired nationals,
namely fishermen, adding that fishermen had been
only granted a one-week grace period before remov-
ing the diwaniya.  
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Jaber Hospital
construction
100% complete
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Public Work’s Undersecretary
Awatif Al-Ghunaim said that 100 percent of the con-
struction work at Jaber Hospital has been completed and
a date will be set later on to hand it over to the Ministry
of Health. Ghunaim explained that the hospital will pro-
vide 1,168 beds, 19 OPDs, five nine-storey towers and a
doctors’ accommodation building. Arab Open University
Rector Dr Moudhi Al-Humoud said during an inspection
tour that the hospital will be a significant medical edifice
in Kuwait and stressed that the project is a pride for
every Kuwaiti.  

Smartphones
Kuwait Society of Engineers urged the Civil Service

Commission to meet the demands made by the Ministry
of Electricity and Water and other state departments to
activate the fingerprint system for checking in and out
of work on smartphones of employees, namely those
working on construction sites. The society’s board
member Ali Abbas Mohseni hailed the step made by
Undersecretary Mohammed Bosherhi in this regard as
the latter had announced intentions to contact the com-
mission accordingly. Mohseni added that the society
had previously called for flexibility and using modern
technological solutions for the problem.   

By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Agencies

KUWAIT: A fire was reported yesterday in a furniture
factory in Subhan, and it was tackled successfully by
firemen from the Subhan, Mubarak Al-Kabeer, Salmiya,
Ardhiya and back up fire stations. The isolated area
around the factory kept the fire from spreading. No
injuries were reported in the blaze which completely
destroyed the 4,000 sq m factory. Meanwhile, investiga-
tions are underway to find out the reason behind the fire. 

Arrests
Airport security arrested three Asians; one without an

ID and wanted by police, another for being reported
absconding and the third for being banned from entering
Kuwait. They were sent to Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh police sta-
tion for further legal action.

Deported
Residency detectives deported 18,866 law violators

so far this year and recorded 32,627 absconding com-
plaints in cooperation with service centers. The number
of security restrictions of expatriates’ missing passport
was 1,804.

At large
An SUV driver escaped from police with the help of

four persons who got in the way of a patrol and hit it
deliberately. One of them then threw an axe at the patrol
car and broke its window. Detectives are working on
arresting the five, who are still at large.

Impounded
An Egyptian man borrowed a citizen’s car, only to

have it impounded because he committed a traffic viola-
tion. When the Egyptian told the car owner about it, he
beat him up. The Egyptian told Salmiya police what hap-
pened, and submitted a medical report as he lodged a
complaint. Detectives summoned the citizen, who
claimed the Egyptian was lying, but it was proved that he
did beat him, so he was referred to concerned authorities
for further legal action.

Negligence
Two young women, a citizen and a bedoon (stateless),

were arrested after they were found sitting in the street
near a Rumaithiya park. Both of their families were called
to take back the girls, and they signed undertakings not
to leave them outside. A police patrol saw the two girls
after midnight. When asked why they were out this late,
they said they spend the weekends together. Both girls
were taken to the police station, then the citizen’s mother
and the bedoon’s elder sister came and took them. They
were told they will face charges of negligence in caring
for minors if this is repeated.

Cross-dresser
Hawally police stopped a cross-dresser from going to

a party, and he was taken to the vice detectives depart-
ment, where he was detained. The man was in a car with
tinted windows, so he was stopped. Police found he was
dressed in women’s clothes with makeup and accessories.

Wanted
A citizen went to Mubarak Al-Kabeer police station

to lodge a complaint, and because he did not have his ID
on him, his fingerprint was taken and he was found want-
ed on a financial case worth KD 8,000. Police registered
his complaint, then he was detained and referred to the
civil implementation department.

Fight
Jahra police broke up a bloody fight in Taima during

which two citizens ganged up against a third and caused
him several injuries. Paramedics were called and the
injured man was taken to Jahra Hospital, while and the
other two were taken to the police station. 

No injuries in
Subhan factory fire

Nine flights
diverted due
to heavy fog
KUWAIT: Nine inbound planes to Kuwait International
Airport were diverted to nearby airports due to heavy
fogs yesterday, the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation’s Public Administration said in a statement. The
administration said that weather conditions improved
after 8:30 am and inbound flights returned to normal.

The authority added that the nine diverted planes in
the early hours yesterday morning landed in Dubai,
Bahrain, and Al-Damam, Saudi Arabia. The flights, which
were diverted due to heavy fogs that swept Kuwait, were
rescheduled for later in the day, the statement reads.

Meanwhile, navigation operations at Shuwaikh Port
were normal despite decrease in visibility due to fog,
Kuwait Ports Authority (KPA) said.  Director of
Operations Captain Bader Al-Enezi said that the mar-
itime traffic in Kuwait was normal, noting that the weath-
er factors such as wind speed and visibility remained at
the allowed limits to maintain a safe navigation. Enezi
added that the observation tower at the port is monitor-
ing the weather around the clock. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Firefighters tackle a blaze at a Subhan factory yesterday.


