
Cabinet 
condemns
Houthi missile
attack on Riyadh
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Cabinet yesterday
fiercely condemned the recently thwarted
ballistic missile attack on the Saudi capital,
Riyadh, carried out by the Houthis, saying the
incident shows the group is ‘not serious’
about peace.  “This sinful assault by the
Houthis, which targeted the security and sta-
bility of the Kingdom (of Saudi Arabia),
proves that this group (Houthis) is not serious
in responding to international efforts which
aim to put an end to the conflict in Yemen,”
said the ministers.

According to a statement, the ministers
during their weekly session expressed
Kuwait’s support and backing of the meas-
ures taken by Saudi Arabia to maintain its
security and stability under the wise leader-
ship of King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud.
Separately, they expressed extreme sorrow
over the aircraft crash incident which led to
the loss of Saudi Arabia’s Aseer Province
Deputy Governor Prince Mansour bin

Muqren bin Abdulaziz and several other offi-
cials. They went on to express their condo-
lences over the loss to both the Saudi King
and the families of the victims.

Meanwhile, the Cabinet condemned as
“criminal acts” the running over attack in
New York and the shooting incident in a
Texas church; both of which left scores
dead and injured. During the session, which
was chaired by His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, the ministers said these
“criminal acts that target the lives of peace-

ful innocents negate all laws, human values
and religions.” The ministers also expressed
Kuwait’s solid stance in rejection of all
forms of terrorism. They also expressed
support of the international community’s
efforts to combat terrorism.

The Cabinet also welcomed next week’s
vis i t  to the country by Palest in ian
President Mahmoud Abbas. During the
session, the ministers also reviewed the
State Audit Bureau’s annual budgetary
assessment report of ministries and public
institutions. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets with the Foreign Minister of Turkmenistan Rasit Meredow. — KUNA

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets
with National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan Palace
yesterday the Foreign Minister of Turkmenistan Rasit
Meredow, in the presence of First Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

Minister Meredow handed in a written letter on bol-
stering ties from President of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly
Berdimuhamedow to His Highness the Amir. Deputy

Minister of the Amiri Diwan Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah
attended the meeting.

Minister Meredow later met with His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah as well. The meeting was attended by Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled, as well as Head of His Highness the
Prime Minister’s Diwan Sheikha Etimad Khaled Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah and Kuwaiti Ambassador to Iran and
non-resident Ambassador to Turkmenistan Majdi Al-

Dhafiri. The visiting minister held a separate meeting
with Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled in which they discussed
ways to enhance the ongoing bilateral relation in vari-
ous fields, in addition to regional and international
developments that concerns both nations.

Earlier yesterday, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
received National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem. His Highness the Amir also received His
Highness Sheikh Nasser Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah

and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah. Meanwhile, His Highness the Prime
Minister received Minister of State for Municipality
Affairs and Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs
Mohammad Nasser Al-Jabri accompanied by visiting
Consultant of the Saudi Royal Diwan and Member of the
Senior Scholars Council, Sheikh Dr Abdullah bin Al-
Manea. The meeting was attended by the Ministry of
Awqaf Undersecretary Farid Emadi. — KUNA
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Kuwait keen
on supporting
UNRWA:
Diplomat
NEW YORK: The State of Kuwait is
always keen on supporting the activi-
ties of the UN Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNR-
WA), donating a sum of $162 million
since the agency’s establishment in
1949, said a Kuwaiti diplomat yester-
day. During a meeting focusing on
UNRWA activists, held within the 72nd
UN General Assembly, First secretary
at the Kuwaiti permanent delegation to
the UN’s headquarters in New York,
Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah said Kuwait was keen on sup-
porting the agency’s mission.

In 2015, Kuwait donated a sum of
$15 million to cover the expenses of
500,000 Palestinians studying at
UNRWA-operated schools, said the
diplomat.  Kuwait had provided $50
million between 2013 and 2015 during
the Syria donors’ conference to help
Palestinians seeking refuge in the fel-
low Arab country, said Sheikh Jarrah,
adding that a sum of $34 million was
provided to Palestinians in the Gaza
Strip after the Israeli aggression on
UNRWA schools.

He indicated that Kuwait had pro-
vided $200 million in 2014 to help in
the reconstruction of the Gaza Strip,
which also suffered from another
Israeli attack. In December 1949,
UNRWA was created as a relief and
human development agency, which
supports more than five million regis-
tered Palestinian refugees, and their
descendants. The refugees were
expelled from their homes during the
1948 Palestine war and the 1967 Six-
Day war. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the Cabinet’s meeting yesterday. — KUNA

NEW YORK: First secretary at the Kuwaiti permanent delegation
to the UN’s headquarters in New York, Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah addresses the meeting. — KUNA

Kuwait emerged
victorious from
1991 environment
disaster: Official
KUWAIT: Undersecretary of the Ministry of
Oil Sheikh Talal Al-Athbi Al-Sabah said the
Kuwaiti people made epic efforts to rehabili-
tate environment following the 1990-91 Iraqi
invasion. “The Iraqi troops set fire to 727 oil
wells and experts estimated that it would take
two years for firefighters to put out these fires.
Thanks to the glorious national efforts of the
Kuwaitis, these fires were extinguish in just
seven months,” he said.  Sheikh Talal made the
comments at a function held on Monday
evening by Kuwait Environment Protection
Society (KEPS) to mark the International Day
for Preventing the Exploitation of the
Environment in War and Armed Conflict.

He was addressing the event on behalf of
Minister of Oil and Minister of Electricity and
Water Essam Al-Marzouq. “Due to the well
fires and the emissions of 150 tons of air pol-
lutants, the State of Kuwait witnessed the
world’s worst environment disaster. The coun-
try’s oil sector sustained losses of nearly $75
billion at that time,” Sheikh Talal recalled.
Twenty-seven international firefighting teams,
including 26 Kuwaiti members were able to
put out 41 percent of the well fires and stop
the air, land and marine pollution, he added.

International Day
Meanwhile, Nezar Al-Adsani, CEO of

Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC), com-
mended the UN General Assembly resolution
on November 5, 2001, to declare November 6
an International Day for Preventing the
Exploitation of the Environment in War and
Armed Conflict. “This is a chance for govern-

ments around the globe to work together and
find ways to limit environmental destruction
caused by armed conflicts and wars,” he
pointed out. He highlighted the importance of
honoring all those who took part in the battle
against well fires in Kuwait.

In the meantime, Chairperson of Kuwait
Voluntary Work Center Sheikha Amthal Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah took pride in the presence in
the function of members of firefighting teams
who risked their lives in the glorious battle
against well fires.  She recalled that late Amir
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah was keen on
observing the efforts of the firefighting teams
and made inspection tours to the sites of the
well fires. “His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah - the
then foreign minister, and the supreme council
of environment had also made relentless
efforts to convey Kuwait voice to the UN and
spotlight the environmental disaster,” she
pointed out. “The UN declaration of this inter-
national day is a great achievement that is
attributable to the efforts of the Kuwaiti lead-
ers,” Sheikha Amthal stressed.

Top priority
KEPS Chairperson Wejdan Al-Oqab

appreciated the efforts of the Kuwaiti oil
companies and workers to strengthen the

economy of the country and care for environ-
ment. “It is a top priority for the country’s oil
sector to protect the safety of environment,”
she said.

She stressed the need to prevent any
spillover of armed conflicts on environment in
order to protect the natural resources, the
public health and the future generations. In a
similar speech to the gathering, Kuwait former
Permanent Delegate to the United Nations
Mohammad Abul-Hassan extolled efforts
made by His Highness the Amir after the Iraqi
invasion to lobby friendly countries for fight
against well fires and turn this process into a
national and global success.

His Highness the Amir, the then foreign
minister, successfully advocated for the UN
General Assembly declaration of November 6
as International Day for Preventing the
Exploitation of the Environment in War and
Armed Conflict, the senior diplomat said.

Abul-Hassan appreciated KEPS observa-
tion of this occasion, urging the competent
agencies in the region and beyond to work
together to raise public awareness about,
sharing information on, environment protec-
tion. Speakers at the function included direc-
tor of the cultural centers dept. of the Amiri
Diwan Sahar Al-Oqab and representative of
the firefighting teams Isa Buyabes. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Officials attend a ceremony held to mark the International Day for
Preventing the Exploitation of the Environment in War and Armed Conflict. — KUNA

Kuwaiti envoy
urges doubling
efforts for
sustainable
development
PARIS: Representative of Al-Saad
Foundation for Knowledge and Scientific
Research Dr Ali Al-Kandari highlighted
the need of public-private partnership to
realize the targets of sustainable develop-
ment. Addressing the 39th Session of the
UNESCO General Conference on
Monday, Dr Kandari said it is imperative
for public and private institutions to make
concerted efforts on the national, regional
and international levels to speed up pace
towards sustainable development.

He noted that the UNESCO affirmed
the crucial importance of the public-pri-
vate strategic partnership geared to
development in its ministerial Incheon
Declaration adopted in 2015 under the
title of “Education 2030: Towards inclu-
sive and equitable quality education and
lifelong learning for all.”

Dr Kadari took pride in the fact that

his foundation is one of the Kuwaiti agen-
cies contributing to the international
efforts relating to the implementation of
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. The foundation and its
chairperson Sheikha Fadia Al-Saad Al-
Sabah cooperate with the Kuwaiti gov-
ernment to educate people on, and pro-
mote awareness about, the development
agenda, he added.—  KUNA

PARIS: Representat ive  of  A l-Saad
Foundat ion for  Knowledge and
Scientific Research Dr Ali Al-Kandari
speaks during the UNESCO General
Conference. — KUNA


