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Amir will take any decision to 
safeguard Kuwait’s security

Speaker delivers Amiri message to lawmakers
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Ban on young expats from Jan 1

KUWAIT: The manpower authority’s spokesperson
and PR Manager Aseel Al-Mezyad announced that
administrative decision number 1280/2017 pertain-
ing banning the issue of work permits to expat
graduates younger than 30 in the private and oil
sectors will be effective from Jan 1, 2018. 

News in brief
New visit visa laws in offing

KUWAIT: Director General of the Residency
Affairs Department Maj Gen Talal Maarafi said pro-
posed new visa bylaws include several amendments
to increase the number of visitors to the country,
such as issuing one-year multiple-entry visit visas to
businessmen in order to encourage capital and eco-
nomic movement in the country. He told Al-Rai daily
visit visas will be issued to students who want to
study in Kuwait’s private universities, adding they
will have the right to work in the private sector as
graduates of local universities. He said visas will be
issued to expats seeking treatment at private hospi-
tals, and the treatment period will remain open until
the patient recovers. 

By B Izzak 

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah informed MPs in a message conveyed
by National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem
yesterday that he will not hesitate to take any decision
deemed necessary to safeguard Kuwait’s security and
stability. Opposition MP Mohammad Al-Dallal mean-
while said HH the Amir will meet lawmakers next week
to discuss the prevailing regional tensions.

Ghanem conveyed the written Amiri message at an
informal meeting attended by 42 lawmakers. The speaker
said that in his message, the Amir emphasized the need not
to get involved in the Gulf crisis, insisting that Kuwait is a
true mediator and not a party in the dispute between Qatar
and a Saudi-led alliance. The Amir also called for preserv-
ing national unity, adding he will not allow any calls that
may promote divisions and disunity, the speaker said.

Sheikh Sabah underscored the important role of law-
makers and the need to behave as matured statesmen and
to refrain from escalating tensions, adding that they should
work towards the stability of the country and assist the
political leadership in this endeavor. The Amir added MPs
will have to be more concerned about the “urgent eco-
nomic and security files”. Ghanem said that he told MPs
that the Amir knows a lot more than they know about the
situation and that the lawmakers expressed their total
support for the relentless efforts of the Amir.

The speaker said that there are enemies inside and
outside the country, but insisted that “we will foil any
plot to destabilize Kuwait”. Ghanem said the meeting
did not discuss the issue of grillings, “because we are
experiencing extraordinary conditions”, adding that
he is confident that Kuwait will sail through the trou-

bles and crises like it did in the past. MP Saleh
Ashour said the message of HH the Amir is very clear
on safeguarding national unity, adding “all of us are
with the leadership in this situation”. Dallal said the
Amir will address a similar message to the govern-
ment. MP Jamaan Al-Harbash described the situation
as “delicate”, and called on lawmakers to be true
statesmen, but insisted the Assembly will not succeed
if the government doesn’t comprise of statesmen.

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem
speaks during a press conference yesterday. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: Zain Group, the leading mobile telecom
innovator in eight markets across the Middle East and
Africa announces the launch of its all-female empow-
erment initiative, aimed at achieving gender equality
and empowering women in the organization to act,
lead, develop and succeed. The impressive initiative
has been driven by the Vice-Chairman and CEO of
Zain Group Bader Al-Kharafi, who pointed to the fact
that today women account for less than 25 percent of
Zain’s workforce; a situation that led him to conclude
that decisive action needed to be taken in this area. 

While the program has already been running
internally at Zain for a few months, it was unveiled at
an event on Nov 6, 2017 at The Symphony Hotel in
Salmiya, where approximately 300 of Zain Group’s
female employees from across its footprint gathered
at a networking occasion. Also in attendance were
the CEOs of each Zain operation and their respective
HR heads. This meeting is set to become an annual
event, geared towards producing an annual, action-
able implementation plan for the subsequent year. 

Leadership advisor Connie Dieken led the kickoff

program. The founder of Influence 360°, Dieken
was recently named one of the world’s Top 10
Executive Coaches and has been honored as one of
the Top 10 Female Business Owners in her region in
the United States. During the meeting, Kharafi was
interviewed by Dieken, where he made several
statements and acknowledgements that inspired the
audience. (See Page 3)

Zain introduces 
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empower women 

Vice-Chairman and CEO of Zain Group Bader Al-
Kharafi speaks to Zain leaders during the event. 

Arrest for spreading rumors

KUWAIT: A citizen, suspected of spreading
rumors and misinformation on social media, was
arrested by police, the interior ministry said yester-
day. The ministry’s public relations department said
the citizen committed illicit acts on his social media
accounts, revealing 24 charges were filed against
the suspect. The department warned that any indi-
viduals spreading lies through the Internet and simi-
lar mediums will be violating the law and their
actions will be considered as cybercrimes.

Angry woman gets flight diverted 

NEW DELHI: An enraged woman forced an air-
liner to make an emergency landing after she dis-
covered mid-flight that her husband was apparent-
ly cheating on her. The woman, an Iranian national,
was travelling from Doha to Bali with her husband
and child on a Qatar Airways flight on Sunday. As
her husband slept, she used his hand to unlock his
fingerprint-protected phone, revealing the alleged
affair in all its sordid detail. Angered by the discov-
ery, the woman reportedly started to hit her hus-
band. With the inflight episode spiralling out of
control, the pilots decided to make an unscheduled
stop in the southern Indian city of Chennai. 

SANAA: Shiite rebels in Yemen threatened yesterday to
attack ports and airports in Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates, raising the stakes in a flare-up between
Riyadh and Tehran. The threat came hours after Saudi
Arabia’s powerful crown prince accused Iran of “direct
military aggression” through its support for the rebels -
a claim Tehran rejected as “contrary to reality”.

The soaring tensions between the key oil producers
saw crude trading at close to two-year highs yesterday

and spooked Gulf markets. The rebels already showed
on Saturday that despite a more than two-year Saudi-
led bombing campaign, they retain missiles capable of
striking targets deep inside the kingdom. A rebel mis-
sile was intercepted and destroyed near Riyadh inter-
national airport - the first to reach the Saudi capital -
with smoldering debris inside the perimeter underscor-
ing the growing fallout for Saudi Arabia from its
involvement in neighboring Yemen.

“All airports, ports, border crossings and areas of any
importance to Saudi Arabia and the UAE will be a direct
target of our weapons, which is a legitimate right,” the
rebels’ political office said in statement. “We will not
stand idly by - we will seek more radical means to pre-
vent both the tightening of the blockade and all acts
aimed at starving and humiliating the people of Yemen.”

Saudi Arabia and the UAE are the two major powers
in a coalition that has been fighting against the Yemeni
rebels since 2015 in support of the internationally rec-
ognized government. Since Saturday’s missile attack, the

coalition has tightened its blockade of rebel-held areas
of Yemen, blocking even UN-supervised relief supplies
despite urgent appeals from the world body. The coali-
tion said its action was aimed at filling the gaps in
inspection procedures that enable “smuggling of mis-
siles and military equipment” to the rebels. But the
blocking of all relief supplies further threatens some
seven million people already on the brink of famine and
the UN urged the coalition to lift it as soon as possible. 

Saturday’s missile attack sparked a bitter war of
words between Sunni-ruled Saudi Arabia and predomi-
nantly Shiite Iran. “The involvement of Iran in supplying
missiles to the Houthis is a direct military aggression by
the Iranian regime,” the official Saudi Press Agency
quoted Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman as saying.
This “could be considered an act of war,” he said.
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif retort-
ed that “the allegations by Saudi officials were contrary
to reality”, a foreign ministry spokesman said.
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BEIRUT: In a new twist in the saga of Lebanon’s prime
minister who resigned over the weekend from Saudi
Arabia, Saad Hariri’s office said he visited the United
Arab Emirates briefly yesterday for a meeting with a top
official before returning to the kingdom. Much is
unknown about Hariri’s unexpected resignation, which
stunned the Lebanese, threw its government into disar-
ray and prompted a frenzy of speculation.

One of the rumors is that Hariri has been under house
arrest in Saudi Arabia, or in some way forced to do the
Saudis’ bidding. His brief visit to the UAE could appear
to dispel that, except that the Gulf federation is a close
Saudi ally - the two countries have been spearheading a
war in Yemen since 2015 against the country’s Shiite
rebels who are backed by Iran. Abu Dhabi’s powerful
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Zayed Al-Nayhan met
Hariri and tweeted a photo, saying they discussed
“brotherly ties” and the situation in Lebanon, without
elaborating. Hariri’s office also said the two discussed
the situation in Lebanon.

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia yesterday sent its harshest
threat to the Lebanese government, dominated by the
Shiite group Hezbollah, accusing it of declaring war
against the kingdom through support that Hezbollah
allegedly provides to Yemen’s rebels. Saudi Minister for
Gulf Affairs Thamer Al-Sabhan said the situation was
“very sensitive and worrying” and that the Saudi
patience over Hezbollah was running thin. “The Party of
Satan has become a tool of killing and terrorism for the

kingdom,” he told the Saudi-owned Al-Arabiya TV, a
play on Hezbollah’s name, which in Arabic means the
Party of God.

Both Hezbollah and the Houthis, as Yemen’s Shiite
rebels are known, have denied any role by the Lebanese
group in the war in the Arabian Peninsula country. “The
Party of Satan is represented in the Lebanese govern-
ment and the government should be aware of such dan-
gers,” Sabhan said. “The Lebanese government will be
dealt with as a government that has declared war
against the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.” Sabhan added
that the Lebanese people should be aware of the dan-
gers “before we reach a point of no return.”

In Lebanon, President Michel Aoun held consulta-
tions yesterday with leading politicians over the crisis.
Aoun has not called for consultations with parliamen-

tary blocs on the formation of a new Cabinet, saying he
will wait until Hariri returns home so that he can hear
from him in person about the reasons that made him
resign. Credit ratings agency Moody’s warned that
Hariri’s resignation threatens to disrupt “the fragile
political balance in place.” It added that a drawn-out
political stalemate less than a month after the govern-
ment passed its first budget since 2005 “would under-
mine recent institutional improvements and expose the
banking system to a loss in confidence.”

“The Saudis appear to have decided that the best
way to confront Iran is to start in Lebanon,” a European
diplomat said. It is not clear what comes next: Saudi-
backed efforts to weaken Hezbollah in Lebanon failed
badly a decade ago, ending with a bout of Sunni-Shiite
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ABU DHABI: Lebanon’s outgoing Prime Minister Saad Hariri (left) meets Abu Dhabi’s Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan at the Al-Shati Palace yesterday. —  AFP 


