
LONDON: Antonio Conte has warned David Luiz he
faces a fight to win back his Chelsea place after the
Brazil defender was dropped for the 1-0 win over
Manchester United. 

Luiz paid the price for some sloppy performances as
Blues boss Conte left him out of the squad at Stamford
Bridge on Sunday.  The former Paris Saint Germain star,
one of the key players in Chelsea’s title triumph last
term, watched from the stands as Andreas Christensen,
Cesar Azpilicueta and Gary Cahill filled the central
defensive positions for the champions. 

That trio easily kept United striker Romelu Lukaku
and his team-mates at bay as Alvaro Morata’s 55th
minute header sealed a vital victory.  Conte had been
prompted to ditch Luiz fol-
lowing the midweek
Champions League loss at
Roma.  But, having told an
television interviewer after
the United game that he
didn’t know if the defender
had a future at Chelsea, when
he faced the written press, he
only told Luiz he wouldn’t be
granted an immediate recall. 

“It’s very simple, the
coach has to make the best
decision for the team.  Tonight the best decision was to
play (Andreas) Christensen and have (Ethan) Ampadu
on the bench,” Conte said. “I decided this way tonight,
maybe I can decide a different way in the future or I
can continue the same way.” 

Conte’s decision to axe Luiz was as much a warning
to the rest of the squad to improve their performances
as an individual attack on the centre-back. The Italian’s
message was received as Chelsea gave a commanding
performance to secure their third successive league win
and stay within nine points of leaders Manchester City.

“I must take the best decision for the club, not a sin-

gle player. It is only a tactical decision. It’s normal,”
Conte said.  “This can happen to every one of my play-
ers if I see they are not in good form. I have to make
important decisions.”

Conte’s own future had been in question last week
after demanding Blues owner Roman Abramovich made
one of his infrequent visits to the club’s training ground.
Reportedly struggling to stop his players complaining
about his intense training regime, Conte badly needed a
restorative victory and he was relieved to see Chelsea
respond to his demands for more intensity. 

PASSION PLAY 
“We played with great energy and great passion. I

saw a lot of positive things,”
he said.  “They decided they
would fight. My players had
the will to help each other.
“For many reasons we start-
ed this season with a lot of
problems, the confidence can
go down.  “To see this spirit,
for sure I’m pleased. If there
is this passion, we can fight
for something important.” 

Conte couldn’t resist tak-
ing a swipe at United man-

ager Jose Mourinho, who had mocked the Italian’s com-
plaints about injuries earlier this season.

Mourinho mentioned injuries to the likes of Paul
Pogba as a reason why United slumped to their second
defeat in their last three league games.  But Conte said:
“When you have 24 players in the squad, if you have
one or two injuries that doesn’t work.”

It was another chastening return to the Bridge for
Mourinho, who has been beaten on all three of his visits
to his old club since taking charge at United last term. 

But although United trail eight points behind City,
Mourinho refused to surrender the title to Pep

Guardiola’s side.  “We are worried but eight points in
the Premier League is not the same as eight points in
La Liga or the Bundesliga,” he said.

“There is still a lot to play. I hope in the busy period
of late November, December, we are going to be at
maximum strength with Pogba and Ibrahimovic back.”

Mourinho also defended Lukaku after the United strik-
er gave the latest in a series of anonymous displays. 

The Belgian has now gone seven games without a
goal, but Mourinho said: “I’m not interested in stats. I’m
happy with his attitude. He had a chance with a good
shot and created space for others.” —AFP
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LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur manager Mauricio
Pochettino insists Harry Kane will be available for
England’s upcoming friendly internationals despite an
injury scare in a 1-0 Premier League win over Crystal
Palace.

The Spurs striker went off 14 minutes from the end
of Sunday’s success at Wembley after receiving treat-
ment in the first half.  Pochettino also believes Dele Alli
will recover from a hamstring problem in time for his
club’s next game with north London rivals Arsenal, even
if he is missing England duty for the matches with
Germany and Brazil.  But he was unsure whether Harry
Winks will have to withdraw from Gareth Southgate’s
squad after the midfielder went off with an ankle injury
in a below-par victory where Spurs failed to hit the
heights of their thrilling midweek 3-1 success over Real
Madrid in the Champions League.  “Kane was subbed
because after 75 minutes we wanted to protect him,”
said Pochettino. 

“After Real Madrid it was such an emotional game, it
was better to avoid risk. I think he’s OK and I’m sure he
will go with the international team.” The former
Southampton manager added: “Harry Winks twisted his
ankle in the first half, it’s a little bit painful, we must
assess him with our medical staff and the national team
medical staff. 

“He is so excited to be with the national side but
now it is up to the medical staff to assess the player.

“Dele felt his tendon at the end of the Manchester
United game close to his hamstring and then played 90
minutes v Real Madrid. It is a very small thing.  It was
not a massive risk to play him here and we hope he can
be ready for Arsenal.”

Spurs were disappointing against Palace in a match
where the deadlock was not broken until the 64th
minute thanks to Son Heung-Min’s 20-yard drive.  “It
was very difficult,” admitted Pochettino. “We knew
after Real Madrid it would be a massive challenge to
compete again. In the end I’m very pleased, the team
was very professional.

“It was a game where we had possession and domi-
nated but we conceded a lot of chances. You need
some luck to win and it was a good performance.”

‘DESERVED MORE’ 
Palace remain bottom and are five points from safe-

ty but the Eagles can feel aggrieved with Wilfried Zaha
missing their best chance when he fired wide at 0-0
after rounding debutant goalkeeper Paulo Gazzaniga.
“I will be leaving Wembley as a loser, which didn’t hap-
pen much when I was here for four years,” said Palace’s
former England manager Roy Hodgson.  “We created
chances and had moments where we were even on top
against an illustrious side. We deserved more than what
we had.  “But in football you get what you get. You
don’t get what some people think you deserve.”

Hodgson added: “We look at the table and we are
still on four points. But globally there is not a lot I can
accuse my players of. The confidence is fragile but when
the goal went in we could have collapsed and lose by
three or four. “They (Tottenham) have players who can
punish you. That’s a positive they didn’t.” — AFP
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LONDON: Chelsea’s Italian head coach Antonio Conte celebrates on the pitch with Chelsea’s Danish defender
Andreas Christensen (L) after the English Premier League football match between Chelsea and Manchester
United. —AFP

PARIS: American Jack Sock said he was shocked after
moving from “thinking about his holidays” during his
opening Paris Masters win, to qualifying for the World
Tour Finals in London after claiming the Bercy title.

The 16th seed beat qualifier Filip Krajinovic 5-7, 6-4,
6-1 in the final on Sunday. He trailed 5-1 in a deciding set
during his second-round match against Britain’s Kyle
Edmund, but fought back before going on to snatch the
eighth and final spot for the year-ending event from
Spaniard Pablo Carreno Busta with the biggest title of his
career. Sock will rise from 22nd to ninth in the world
rankings  and is the first American to reach the Tour
Finals since Mardy Fish in 2011.  “Coming in this week I
had no idea I could even make London,” the 25-year-old
told a press conference.  “It wasn’t in my head. I just
wanted to play some good tennis my last week and go
start my off-season. 

“Now to sit here and extend the season another two
weeks, and to keep playing and achieve a lot of firsts today
for me, is incredible.  “I was thinking about my holidays the
next day (when a double-break down to Edmund). I tried
to start shortening points and just going after my shots.
They were landing and I was connecting a lot of them.”
Sock will also become the US number one for the first
time in his career after winning his third ATP title of the
season.  His victory was the first in a Masters tourna-
ment by an American since former world number one
Andy Roddick took the Miami crown in 2010.  Sock said
he would have nothing to lose when he arrives in London
to take on the likes of Rafael Nadal and Roger Federer.
“I obviously snuck into the eighth spot in London unex-
pectedly, so zero pressure on me to go there,” he added.
“I’m going to swing big and play my game like I always

do, and just, honestly, enjoy the moment.”    

KRAJINOVIC ‘DISAPPOINTED’ 
Serb Krajinovic played some excellent tennis in the

opening set, but a poor service game to kick off the sec-
ond proved costly as Sock roared back.  “I’m disappointed
a little bit. I lost energy, I lost a physical moment in the
match. First game of the second set I shouldn’t lose that
easy,” he said.  “Then he started to play better and better
and I didn’t serve well today.” Krajinovic, also 25, is still set
to rise to 33 in the world rankings on Monday, though,

having dropped out of the top 200 last year after having
surgery to remove an extra bone in his right wrist.
“Pressure is part of the sport. Everybody has pressure in
life. Of course, I am going to have more,” Krajinovic, who
won five second-tier Challenger titles this season, added.

“People will expect more from me right now. They see I
can do it. But if I want to be better, I have to handle that.
So I will work on that also. “I had to play Challenges
because I didn’t have a ranking. But now I will practice
with those (top) guys and play with those guys and I think
I can be dangerous.” — AFP
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PARIS: Jack Sock celebrates after winning against Serbia’s Filip Krajinovic during the final of the ATP World
Tour. —AFP

MOSCOW: Russia says it will take extraordinary
measures to combat any terrorist threat when it hosts
the World Cup next year, as its military campaign in
Syria makes the country a prime target for jihadists.

A bombing on the metro in Saint Petersburg in April
that left 15 people dead was among the recent high-
profile terror attacks on Russian soil. The fear of more
attacks was heightened after seven people were
stabbed in Siberia in August in an attack claimed by the
Islamic State (IS) group, while the authorities have
reported breaking up several jihadist cells across the
country.

“There is a very real threat of an attack in Russia”
during the World Cup, which runs from June 14 and July
15 2018, said Alexander Golts, an independent Russia
expert specialising in security. Russia has experienced
a number terror attacks over the last 20 years and dur-
ing two wars in Chechnya, but the threat has increased
since Moscow’s military intervention in Syria in
September 2015 to support President Bashar al-
Assad’s regime, making it a priority IS target.

“The authorities say they have succeeded in
destroying IS. But several thousand Russians have been

taking part in (jihadist) conflicts and now they are
beginning to return to Russia,” Golts told AFP.
According to the Federal Security Service (FSB), about
2,900 Russian jihadists, most of them from the Muslim-
majority Caucasus republics, have fought in Syria.
Between 2,000 and 4,000 more fighters from Central
Asia now live in Russia.  The world’s most high profile
sporting event, along with the Olympic Games, makes
an ideal terrorist target.

THREATS AGAINST PLAYERS 
Every day, dozens of calls to commit attacks during

the tournament from IS propaganda organs are pub-
lished via social networks. Many of these involve
threats against players. But Pascal Boniface, director of
the Institute of International and Strategic Relations in
Paris, said these threats are put out “to attract atten-
tion”. There is a risk of terror at “any global sporting
event which attracts cameras and those with a desire to
make an impact”. Several months before the Winter
Olympics in the Black Sea resort of Sochi in 2014, bomb
attacks killed 34 people in Volgograd, also in southern
Russia, and “we were very worried about attacks” dur-
ing the event, Boniface said.

FSB director Alexander Bortnikov revealed last
month that a number of planned attacks had been
thwarted ahead of the World Cup warm-up event the
Confederations Cup in June.

HUMAN RIGHTS CONCERNS 
In 2016 Russia set up an international “working

group” charged with overseeing safety at the World
Cup and bringing together the security services of 32

countries, despite diplomatic tensions between
Moscow and the West, Bortnikov said. 

“Every country is sending delegations and the com-
mon cause of the fight against terrorists goes beyond
any disagreement they might have,” Boniface added.
Saint Petersburg police last week began deploying
dogs trained to sniff out explosives on the underground
network, while a list of sensitive areas which will be
kept under particularly close watch-including luxury
hotels, training grounds and tourist areas of host cities-
was published.

Although the authorities remain tight lipped on the
details of the World Cup security plan, deputy prime
minister Vitaly Mutko has announced that at least 30
billion rubles (445 million euros, $512 million) will be
spent by Russia in this area.   A decree concerning
“strengthened security measures during the
Confederations Cup and the World Cup” signed by
President Vladimir Putin came into force this June and
will be applied again from May 25 to July 25 next year.

The decree includes measures limiting the right to
protest and curbing driving in the tournament’s 11 host
cities, as well as introducing no-fly zones and forbid-
ding entering these cities by bus without a special
permit. Human Rights Watch said it was “impossible
not to be concerned” by aspects of the increased
safety measures.  “We have already seen the conse-
quences of the presidential decree,” its Russia
researcher Yulia Gorbunova told AFP, pointing to the
33 people arbitrari ly detained during the
Confederations Cup.  “There are reasons to believe
that during the World Cup (these restrictions) will be
all the more severe,” she said. —AFP
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