
PHILADELPHIA: Carson Wentz tossed four touchdown
passes, Corey Clement had three scores, and the
Philadelphia Eagles routed the Denver Broncos 51-23
on Sunday. The Eagles (8-1) dismantled the league’s
top-ranked defense, racking up 419 yards, to win their
seventh straight game and head into a bye week with
the best record in the NFL. Brock Osweiler couldn’t get
the Broncos (3-5) on track in his first start since rejoin-
ing the team in September. He threw two interceptions.
Denver has lost four in a row and five of six. Wentz was
15 of 27 for 199 yards before giving way to Nick Foles.
He has three four-TD performances in the last five
weeks. Clement had two TD runs and one TD catch,
and newcomer Jay Ajayi ran for 77 yards and one
score. The Eagles hadn’t scored 50 points since a 54-11
victory over the Bears on Dec. 22, 2013.

REDSKINS 17, SEAHAWKS 14
Kirk Cousins drove Washington 70 yards in 35 sec-

onds, capped by Rob Kelley’s 1-yard touchdown run
with less than a minute remaining, to stun Seattle.
Seattle (5-3) took a 14-10 lead with 1:34 remaining
after Russell Wilson found Doug Baldwin for a 30-yard
touchdown pass after the Seahawks had scuffled on
offense all day. But Cousins had an unexpected answer.
Taking over at his 30-yard line, Cousins hit Brian Quick
for 31 yards and Josh Doctson for 38 on consecutive
throws to get to the Seattle 1 with 1:02 left. Doctson
beat rookie Shaquill Griffin down the sideline and made
an impressive diving catch. Kelley bulled his way in
from the 1 on the next play.

COWBOYS 28, CHIEFS 17
Ezekiel Elliott ran for the go-ahead touchdown after

another reprieve from his six-game suspension, and
Dallas overcame Tyreek
Hill’s improbable last-play
touchdown in the first half
to beat Kansas City.
Elliott’s 2-yard plunge in
the third quarter came
after the Chiefs turned a
14-3 deficit into a 17-14
advantage, sparked by
Hill ’s weaving 57-yard
catch with the first-half
clock expired and seven
Dallas defenders inside
their 25 trying to prevent
the score. Last year’s NFL
rushing champion as a rookie, Elliott had 93 yards, end-
ing a streak of three straight 100-yard games but out-
gaining Kareem Hunt, this year’s rushing leader in his
first season entering the game. Hunt matched a season
low with nine carries, finishing with 37 yards as a club
record-tying nine-game road winning streak ended for
the Chiefs (6-3) in their third loss in four games since a
5-0 start.

CARDINALS 20, 49ERS 10
Adrian Peterson carried a career-high 37 times for

159 yards and Drew Stanton threw two touchdown
passes to lead Arizona past winless San Francisco.
Peterson, 32, was a workhorse in his third game with
the Cardinals (4-4). He posted the most carries ever for

a player in his 30s and topped the 100-yard mark for
the second time since being acquired in a trade from
New Orleans last month. Peterson’s tough running and
Stanton’s pair of first-half touchdown passes were
enough to help Arizona bounce back from a 33-0 loss
to the Rams before last week’s bye. The undermanned
49ers (0-9) extended the worst start in franchise histo-
ry and have lost 23 of the past 24 games overall. Newly
acquired quarterback of the future Jimmy Garoppolo
was mostly a spectator as rookie C.J. Beathard got bat-
tered once again behind a patchwork line missing
injured left tackle Joe Staley.

JAGUARS 23, BENGALS 7
With A.J. Green and Jalen Ramsey ejected for fight-

ing, Jaydon Mickens delivered the knockout blow by
returning a punt 63 yards for a touchdown. The Jaguars
(5-3) won consecutive games for the first time in 13
months and were victorious at EverBank Field for the
first time since last December. Blake Bortles threw for
259 yards and a touchdown in another efficient per-
formance. Marqise Lee had his first TD reception of the
season and responded by punting the ball into the
stands. But most of the talk will center on Green and
Ramsey. The perennial Pro Bowl receiver retaliated
against the trash-talking cornerback in a violent way
late in the first half. After Ramsey knocked Green to the
ground at the end of a running play, Green grabbed
Ramsey around the neck and slammed him to the
ground. 

SAINTS 30, BUCCANEERS 10
The Saints extended their winning streak to six

when Drew Brees completed 81.2 percent of his passes
for 263 yards and two touchdowns. The Buccaneers

came in hoping to stem
a four-game skid, but
instead were not just
beaten, but beaten up.
Quarterback Jameis
Winston left with
shoulder soreness after
the first half. Starting
defensive end William
Gholston was carted off
the field with a neck
injury. And tensions
boiled over when
Winston, after he had
left the game, appeared

to instigate a scuffle along the sideline. Brees’ touch-
downs went for 33 yards to Alvin Kamara and 36 yards
to Ted Ginn. Kamara, who also scored on a 6-yard run,
did most of the work on his TD reception, thrilling the
Superdome crowd with a waving, tackle-slipping run
after his short catch.

PANTHERS 20, FALCONS 17
Cam Newton ran for 86 yards and a touchdown and

the Panthers stormed back from an early 10-point
deficit, then held on. The Panthers spotted the Falcons
10 points before Newton and the ground game got
rolling.  Carolina ran for 201 yards, including a career-
high 66 and a touchdown from rookie Christian
McCaffrey. The win kept the Panthers (6-3) a half-game

behind the Saints in the NFC South. Atlanta is 4-4.
Devin Funchess had 86 yards on five catches in his first
game as Carolina’s No. 1 receiver after the team traded
Kelvin Benjamin earlier in the week. Matt Ryan, last
year’s NFL MVP, threw for 313 yards and two touch-
downs and had one costly first-half interception for the
defending NFC champions.

RAMS 51, GIANTS 17
Jared Goff set career highs with four touchdown

throws and 311 yards passing and Todd Gurley ran for
two more scores for the surprising Rams. The win was
the fifth in six games for the Rams, whose 6-2 start is
the franchise’s best since 2001, when the club, then in
St. Louis, went 14-2 in the regular season and eventual-
ly lost to the Patriots in the Super Bowl. Los Angeles
did everything right in remaining unbeaten in four road
games, five if a “home” win in London is included. The
Rams’ high-powered offense showed no rust coming off
the bye, scoring on eight of their first nine possessions.
The defense forced three turnovers that the offense
turned into 17 points and the special teams blocked a
third-quarter punt that Gurley converted into his sec-
ond TD.

RAIDERS 27, DOLPHINS 24
Derek Carr threw for 300 yards and Oakland over-

came two fluky plays that cost them possession to beat
Miami. Carr went 21 of 30 with one touchdown and one
interception. He helped the Raiders convert 8 for 15
third downs. The Dolphins recovered an onside kick
and came up with a takeaway when Oakland fumbled
twice on a single play, but failed to convert either
opportunity into points. Oakland also overcame 10
penalties for 105 yards, including three for unnecessary
roughness in the second quarter. The Raiders’
Marshawn Lynch, returning from one-game suspension
for shoving an official, scored on a 22-yard run, his

longest this year. He added another late score and fin-
ished with 57 yards on 14 carries. Oakland (4-5) won
for only the second time since Week 2. Miami (4-4) fell
to .500 for the third time this season, and lost a close
game for the first time in more than a year.

TITANS 23, RAVENS 20
Marcus Mariota threw for 218 yards and two touch-

downs, and the Titans got their third straight victory.
Derrick Henry ran for a 1-yard TD. Safety Kevin Byard
also intercepted two passes , giving the second-year
pro five picks over his past two games. The Titans (5-3)
sacked Joe Flacco twice and scored 13 points off
Byard’s first interception and a shanked punt to stay
atop the AFC South. The Ravens (4-5) have lost three
of four going into their bye, but they outgained
Tennessee 341-257. Flacco tried to rally the Ravens
with two TD passes in the final 8:56, the last a 1-yard
pass to Mike Wallace with 46 seconds left. But Justin
Tucker’s onside kick attempt didn’t travel 10 yards, skit-
tering almost sideways off the tee before being recov-
ered by Titans linebacker Daren Bates.

COLTS 20, TEXANS 14
T.Y. Hilton had 175 yards receiving with two touch-

downs to help the Colts halt a three-game skid by beating
a Texans team that struggled without Deshaun Watson.
Jacoby Brissett threw for 308 yards filling in for Andrew
Luck, who was placed on injured reserve Thursday and
will miss the season after having shoulder surgery in
January. Watson’s stellar season ended that day, too, when
the rookie tore the anterior cruciate ligament in one of his
knees in practice. Tom Savage, benched in the opener for
Watson, couldn’t move the offense for most of the game,
but threw a touchdown pass in the fourth quarter to get
Houston within six. The Texans had a chance to win it late,
but Savage was sacked by Jabaal Sheard and fumbled as
time ran out. —AFP
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ZURICH: The world players’ union FIFPro has
agreed to withdraw its legal challenge to the transfer
system at the European Commission after reaching
an agreement with global soccer body FIFA to over-
haul it. In a joint statement yesterday, the two organi-
sations said FIFA had agreed to set up a task force to
look at sweeping changes to the transfer regulations
in the long term and, in the short term, to make it eas-
ier for players to leave their clubs if they are not paid
on time. The system has been under scrutiny because
of the spiralling fees paid for big-name players, such
as Brazilian forward Neymar’s record-shattering 222
million euro ($257.4 million) move from Barcelona to
Paris St Germain earlier this year.

There are also concerns that it has contributed to
the growing dominance of a handful of select clubs.
FIFPro president Philippe Piat said the agreement
would “set in motion the biggest changes to football
transfer rules since 2001.”

“While clubs in the richest leagues invariably treat
players well, there are other leagues in which the
employment rights of players are routinely ignored,”
he said. The issues which the task force could exam-
ine include limiting transfer fees and increasing com-
petitive balance as well as the role of agents, transfer
windows, the loan system and squad sizes.

The statement said the “health and safety” of the
players would be addressed, particularly regarding
the international calendar. FIFPro lodged its legal
complaint at the European Commission in 2015, say-
ing the transfer system was anti-competitive, unjusti-
fied and illegal. If successful, the complaint could
have caused the biggest upheaval to the sport since
the Bosman ruling in 1995, which paved the way for
players in the European Union to move to another
club at the end of a contract without a transfer fee
being paid. FIFA administers international transfer
regulations through its Rules on the Status and
Transfer of Players (REST) which have existed in
their current form since 2001.—Reuters

Players’ union to 
withdraw challenge 
to transfer system

Eagles rout Broncos 51-23 
to keep NFL’s best record

Elliott helps Cowboys top Chiefs, goes back to legal limbo

Saints extend 
their winning 
streak to six

PHILADELPHIA: Cornerback Patrick Robinson #21 of the Philadelphia Eagles tackles wide receiver Demaryius
Thomas #88 of the Denver Broncos during the second quarter at Lincoln Financial Field in Philadelphia. — AFP

HOUSTON: James Harden poured in a
career-high 56 points, and the Houston
Rockets rolled to a 137-110 victory over
the Utah Jazz on Sunday night. Harden fell
one point shy of the franchise record held
by Hall of Fame guard Calvin Murphy. He
finished 19 of 25 from the floor, including
7 of 8 from behind the 3-pointer arc,
while making 11 of 12 free throws. Harden
added 13 assists. All five Utah starters
scored in double figures, led by rookie
guard Donovan Mitchell with 17 points off
the bench.

Trail Blazers 103, Thunder 99
Damian Lillard matched his season high

with 36 points, including two free throws
to seal Portland’s victory over Oklahoma
City. Lillard was 10 of 18 from the field and
15 of 15 from the foul line and had a sea-
son-high 13 assists. Jusuf Nurkic added 25
points on 11-of-15 shooting for the Trail
Blazers. Paul George scored 27 points for
the Thunder on a night when reigning NBA
Most Valuable Player Russell Westbrook
struggled with his shot. Westbrook had 25
points and nine assists but was 10 of 25
from the field, 3 of 10 from 3-point range
and only 2 of 7 from the foul line.

Hawks 117, Cavaliers 115
Dennis Schroder scored 28 points and

depleted Atlanta stopped its eight-game
losing streak by beating Cleveland. The
Hawks, without five rotation players, built a
16-point lead in the fourth quarter but
nearly let it slip away. Channing Frye
missed a 3-pointer with one second to go
that would have won it for Cleveland, and
Dwyane Wade’s missed tip-in at the buzzer
would have tied it. LeBron James scored 10
of his 26 points in the fourth quarter, Kyle

Korver had 19 of his 23 in the fourth, and
Wade finished with 25 for the Cavs, who
have lost five of their last six games.

Celtics 104, Magic 88
Boston won its eighth consecutive

game, beating Orlando with another
impressive defensive performance. Jaylen
Brown led Boston’s well-balanced attack
with 18 points. Al Horford had 14 points
and 10 rebounds, and Jayson Tatum scored
13 points for the Celtics, who have built the
NBA’s best record by allowing the fewest
points (99.1 per game). Aaron Gordon led
the Magic with 18 points and 12 rebounds.

Knicks 108, Pacers 101
Kristaps Porzingis scored a career-

high 40 points, including 17 in the fourth
quarter, and New York stormed back
from a 19-point deficit to defeat Indiana.
Tim Hardaway Jr. (16 points) and rookie
first-round pick Frank Ntil ikina (10)
were the only other Knicks in double
figures. Porzingis added eight rebounds
and six blocks while making 15 of 24
shots from the field. Indiana finished
with f ive players in  double f igures ,
including Thaddeus Young with 18 points
and Myles Turner with 15 points in his
return to the starting lineup.

Spurs 112, Suns 95
LaMarcus Aldridge hit for 21 points to

lead seven San Antonio players in double-
figure scoring and the Spurs roared back
from a halftime deficit to beat Phoenix. San
Antonio trailed by four points at halftime
after a back-and-forth first half but pulled
away in the third quarter before leading by
as many as 27 in the final minutes. Phoenix,
ending a five-game, 10-day trip, was led by
TJ Warren’s 17 points.

Heat 104, Clippers 101
Hassan Whiteside had 21 points and 17

rebounds to help Miami hold off Los
Angeles. The win allowed the Heat to snap
a four-game losing streak to the Clippers.
Tyler Johnson scored 19 points for Miami,
and Wayne Ellington had 17. Blake Griffin
led the Clippers with 23 points, and Lou
Williams had 22 off the bench. DeAndre
Jordan collected 10 points and 19
rebounds.

Wizards 107, Raptors 96
Bradley Beal scored 38 points to lead

Washington to a win over Toronto. The
Wizards led by as many as 19 points in the
third quarter before the Raptors trimmed it
to three nearing the midpoint of the fourth
quarter, but a layup by Beal and a 3-point-
er by Kelly Oubre Jr. put the Wizards
ahead by 13 points with 4:22 left.
Washington guard John Wall (sprained left
shoulder) did not play. DeMar DeRozan led
Toronto with 26 points. The Raptors lost
point Kyle Lowry in the second quarter
after he was assessed two technical fouls
for arguing with the referees.

Timberwolves 112, Hornets 94
Jeff Teague had 18 points and 12 assists,

Andrew Wiggins scored a team-high 20
points, and Minnesota coasted to victory
over Charlotte. Jamal Crawford provided a
big spark with 15 points off the bench, and
Minnesota was 26 of 30 from the free-
throw line to win its fifth straight game, the

first five-game winning streak for the fran-
chise since Jan. 2-10, 2009. Karl-Anthony
Towns had 16 points and Jimmy Butler
chipped in 13 as Minnesota led by as many
as 23 points. Dwight Howard had 13 points
and nine rebounds for Charlotte, which has
lost two straight games and is 1-4 on the
road this season.

Lakers 107, Grizzlies 102
After nearly gave away a 22-point,

third-quarter lead, Los Angeles held on for
a victory over Memphis. Brook Lopez led
Los Angeles with 21 points. Brandon
Ingram scored 14 of his 20 points in the
final four minutes of the third quarter.
Jordan Clarkson and Kentavious Caldwell-
Pope scored 15 apiece, and Kyle Kuzma
finished with 13 points and 12 rebounds for
the Lakers (5-5). Tyreke Evans scored 26
points off the bench, and Mike Conley
scored 23 for the Grizzlies (6-4). Marc
Gasol had 15 points, 10 rebounds and sev-
en assists, and Dillon Brooks finished with
13 points. — Reuters

James Harden’s
career-high 
56 lead Rockets 
past Jazz

HOUSTON: Houston Rockets guard James Harden (13) drives into Utah Jazz forward
Derrick Favors (15) in the second half of an NBA basketball game, in Houston. — AP


