
CHICAGO: Charlie Lindgren made 38 saves in his first
career shutout, helping the Montreal Canadiens beat
Corey Crawford and the Chicago Blackhawks 2-0 on
Sunday night. Lindgren and Crawford were locked up in
a scoreless duel before Jonathan Drouin skated through
the slot and shot the puck into the left side of the net at
1:54 of the third. Drouin’s third goal of the season
stopped Crawford’s scoreless streak at 173 minutes, 9
seconds. Defenseman Joe Morrow added his third career
goal at 7:45, helping Montreal to its fourth win in five
games. Morrow blasted a slap shot by a screened
Crawford for his first goal since Oct. 27, 2015, for Boston
against Arizona. Coming off consecutive shutouts against
Philadelphia and Minnesota, Crawford finished with 33
stops in his first career regulation loss against his home-
town team. He was 8-0-2 with a 1.49 goals-against aver-
age in 10 career games against Montreal. With Carey
Price sidelined by a minor lower-body injury and Al
Montoya coming off a 19-save performance in Saturday

night’s 5-4 overtime win at Winnipeg, Lindgren made his
first appearance of the season for the Canadiens. The
Lakeville, Minnesota, native responded with Montreal’s
first shutout of the season while improving to 4-0 in four
career NHL starts.

ISLANDERS 6, AVALANCHE 4
Mathew Barzal had a franchise-rookie record five

assists and Nick Leddy and Jordan Eberle each scored
twice to help New York beat Colorado.

Johnny Boychuk and Scott Mayfield also scored for
the Islanders and Thomas Greiss made 31 saves. Nathan
MacKinnon, Gabriel Landeskog, Alexander Kerfoot

scored for Colorado. New York won for the sixth time
in eight games and ended Colorado’s winning streak at
three games. The wild night on the ice was nearly over-
shadowed off of it when Matt Duchene was traded from
Colorado to Ottawa in deal that involved the Nashville
Predators. Duchene stealthy left the ice when team
trainers were helping injured Avs forward Blake
Comeau off the ice in the middle of the first period.
Duchene left the arena in the middle of the second peri-
od, briefly speaking with reporters, before jumping into
a black SUV waiting outside the Barclays Center.

RED WINGS 4, OILERS 0
Petr Mrazek made 36 saves and Martin Frk and

Anthony Mantha each had a goal and an assist in
Detroit’s victory over Edmonton. Frans Nielsen and

Gustav Nyquist also scored. The Red Wings have won
three of four to reach 7-7-1. The Oilers dropped to 4-81.
They have yet to win two games in a row this season.

FLAMES 5, DEVILS 4, SO
Micheal Ferland had a goal and an assist and

Matthew Tkachuk scored the shootout winner in
Calgary’s victory over New Jersey. Tkachuk, shooting
third for Calgary with the shootout tied 1-1 and the
Flames in a position to win it, moved in slowly and
slipped a nifty high shot past Keith Kinkaid. Sean
Monahan also scored in regulation and the shootout,
and Michael Frolik and Michael Stone had regulation
goals. Johnny Gaudreau had two assists to give him 15
on the season. Taylor Hall, Ben Lovejoy, Brian Gibbons
and Andy Greene scored for New Jersey. —AP
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PARIS: Britain’s long distance star Mo Farah, South Africa’s 400m cham-
pion Wayde Van Niekerk and Qatari high jumper Mutaz Essa Barshim
were shortlisted yesterday for the IAAF’s world athlete of the year
award. One of this trio will succeed retired Jamaican sprint legend Usain
Bolt, the current holder of the accolade, at a ceremony in
Monaco on November 24. Ethiopia’s 10,000m Olympic
champion Almaz Ayana is in the running to win a second
successive women’s world athlete of the year honour. She is
up against Greek polevault star Ekaterini Stefanidi and
Nafissatou Thiam, Belgium’s heptathlon Olympic and
world gold medallist. The men’s and women’s final-
ists were whittled down from an original list of 10
by a vote of IAAF council members, fans and
fellow athletes. — AFP

DUBLIN: South Africa captain Eben Etzebeth returned to full training yes-
terday after an ankle injury and would be fit to face Ireland in the test in
Dublin on Saturday, coach Allister Coetzee said. “He took part in our train-
ing on Saturday but obviously with limited participation but he is now back
in full training. “We have no concerns whatsoever about his inclusion and

about his leading the team,” the Springbok coach told a news con-
ference yesterday. Etzebeth hurt his ankle in training and spent

almost a fortnight on the sidelines. Uzair Casseim and Coenie
Oosthuizen were also passed fit after missing South Africa’s
last outing in the Rugby Championship in October-a narrow
25-24 defeat to New Zealand. “From a wellness point of view

we are in a very good shape,” he added. Coetzee also admitted
he had a decision to make at fly half between the regular first-

choice Elton Jantjies and Handre Pollard, now fully fit after a
litany of injuries. —Reuters

JOHANNESBURG: A facial injury has ruled star South Africa goal-
keeper Itumeleng Khune out of a must-win World Cup qualifier
against Senegal in Polokwane this Friday, the national association
said.  He was hurt in a collision with an opponent while playing for
Kaizer Chiefs against Chippa United at the weekend in a League Cup
quarter-final. Khune will also miss a second match against Senegal in
Dakar on November 14, which South Africa must also win to reach
the 2018 finals in Russia.  Reports said Khune could be sidelined for
six weeks after sustaining a fracture on the ridge between his eye
socket and nose. Ronwen Williams of SuperSport United and Wayne
Sandilands of Orlando Pirates are the other goalkeepers in the
“Bafana Bafana” (The Boys) squad. Veteran Sandilands was beaten by
a shot from the centre circle in a club match last week while Williams
was criticised after a shock World Cup loss in Cape Verde two
months ago. —AFP
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KUWAIT: Abdulmohsen Abdulaziz Al Babtain Co., the
authorized agent of Renault in Kuwait is proud to
announce its sponsorship  for the third year in a row of
the 23rd Annual Walkathon titled “We’re Stronger ...
With Every Step”. The event which will take place on 9th
December 2017 on Gulf Road, also falls in line with
Renault’s CSR approach to embracing a healthier and
active lifestyle while inspiring community engagement.
As a dedicated member of the society, together with
likeminded partners in Kuwait, Al Babtain group contin-
ues to support causes that reflect the brands character.
Modeling passion, integrity and commitment in every-
thing Al Babtain steps foot into, the NBK walkathon has
long been recognized as a popular platform that influ-
ences positive changes in the overall wellbeing of the
participants and of those watching. 

Renault Al Babtain will be offering the winners of the
final draw 2 of the latest Renault models, the all new
Renault Koleos, a powerful and refined SUV and the all
new Renault Megane, a dynamic compact saloon car.
The Renault models will be displayed inside the registra-
tion tent for viewing. Ten winners will be selected from
each category of participants and the walk that includes
both the female and male participants will start from
Green Island on the Gulf Road to the Shuwaikh Beach
Park, for a distance of 11 Km. Interestingly, the walkathon
will feature a new racing category for participants aged
60 years old and above to encourage a healthier lifestyle
among all members of the society. NBK strongly sup-
ports sporting events and encourages sporting activities
as means to encourage all age groups to live healthy.

Interested participants can apply online through
NBKWalkathon.com. Registration for the NBK
walkathon has commenced and will continue till
December 7.

Renault Al Babtain 
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CHICAGO: Jan Rutta #44 of the Chicago Blackhawks knocks the puck away from Phillip Danault #24 of the
Montreal Canadiens at the United Center  in Chicago, Illinois. —AFP

NHL results/standings

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS
St. Louis 11 3 1 50 36 23
Winnipeg 7 3 3 42 39 17
Dallas 8 6 0 41 39 16
Colorado 8 6 0 48 47 16
Nashville 7 5 2 37 41 16
Chicago 7 6 2 43 36 16
Minnesota 5 5 2 37 35 12

Pacific Division
Los Angeles 10 2 2 48 31 22
Las Vegas 9 4 0 47 37 18
San Jose 8 5 0 36 30 16
Vancouver 7 4 2 35 31 16
Calgary 8 6 0 35 38 16
Anaheim 6 6 2 40 43 14
Edmonton 4 8 1 30 43 9
Arizona 2 12 1 39 62 5

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Tampa Bay 11 2 2 59 42 24
Ottawa 6 3 5 51 47 17
Toronto 8 7 0 57 55 16
Detroit 7 7 1 42 41 15
Boston 5 4 3 34 37 13
Montreal 6 8 1 41 55 13
Florida 4 7 2 47 56 10
Buffalo 4 8 2 35 53 10

Metropolitan Division
New Jersey 9 3 1 49 42 19
Columbus 9 4 1 48 38 19
Pittsburgh 8 6 2 42 58 18
NY Islanders 8 5 1 54 46 17
Philadelphia 7 6 2 47 43 16
Washington 7 6 1 43 46 15
NY Rangers 6 7 2 47 52 14
Carolina 4 5 3 32 37 11
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the standings
and are not included in the loss column (L) 

Calgary 5, New Jersey 4 (SO); Montreal 2, Chicago 0; NY Islanders
6, Colorado 4;

New York wins 
for the sixth 

time in 8 games

NEW DELHI: Fresh from lifting an Asian Tour trophy at
his home club in New Delhi, Indian golfer Shiv Kapur
set his sights much higher: winning gold at the Tokyo
Olympics. Kapur, who won Asian Games gold for India
in Busan in 2002, said his dream was to hear the Indian
national anthem playing in Tokyo in 2020.  “For me per-
sonally, if I could at the end of my career say I am an
Olympian that will mean a lot to me,” Kapur told AFP,
after he won the Panasonic Open India by three shots
on Sunday.

An Olympic victory for Kapur, now 35, would be a
major success for India, which despite its billion-plus
population has only ever won one individual gold medal
at the Games. He will have to be among India’s top two
ranked players to earn a spot in Tokyo. At last year’s
Rio Olympics, where golf returned to the Games for the
first time since 1904, Anirban Lahiri and SSP Chawrasia

represented India.  Several leading players, including
Rory McIlroy, Jordan Spieth, Dustin Johnson and Jason
Day, skipped Rio, with some citing fears about the Zika
virus and others complaining about a packed playing
schedule.  Kapur said: “A lot of professional golfers
don’t really take (the Olympics) seriously.

“They just think it’s another tournament, golf doesn’t
belong in Olympics and we have majors and that’s what
important. But I think that mindset will change over
time.” Kapur contemplated quitting golf earlier this
year as he battled the fall-out of a severe case of
dengue fever. But he has since bounced back in style
with two titles.

At the Yeangder Heritage in April, he ended an 11-
year Asian Tour title drought, while Sunday’s win ful-
filled a lifelong ambition to win at the Delhi Golf
Course, where he played when he was growing up.
Kapur, who is coached by Australia’s Shane Gillespie,
had close competition from American Paul Peterson
before he pulled away on the last day. Seven golfers,
including Peterson, tied for second.

“I started with a new coach at the back end of last
year and that has paid dividends. I put myself forward
with a five-year plan starting with the 2020 Olympics,”
Kapur said. “That’s a goal that we are working towards
and I feel I have a good four or five years of golf left in
me before I look at other things,” he added. — AFP
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NEW DELHI: Indian golfer Shiv Kapur poses
with the winning trophy after winning the
Panasonic Open India golf tournament on the
Asian Tour at the Delhi Golf Club in New
Delhi. — AFP

Tkachuk has shootout winner to lead Flames over Devils 

PARIS: The All Blacks, keen to avoid a repeat of being
taken “to the wire” in last year’s narrow 24-19 victory
over France, expect nothing but the very best from the
home team when they meet again in Paris on Saturday.
New Zealand saw off a spirited French fightback at the
Stade de France in last November’s corresponding fix-
ture, holding on for the win thanks to a fine defensive
display in the dying minutes.

The danger posed by Guy Noves’ side is something

not lost on veterans Sam Whitelock and Wyatt
Crockett, returning to the All Blacks after sitting out last
weekend’s 31-22 victory over the Barbarians.

“If you look back to last year when we last played
them, the physical battle was massive and went right
through the whole 80 minutes,” said Whitelock, the
most capped lock in New Zealand history with 93 caps.
“Right at the end of the game we were on our own line
for a number of phases which is a place we didn’t want
to be. We’ve taken the learnings from that and hopefully
can sort a few of those things out going forward.”

MASSIVE SCRUM BATTLE 
Crockett also predicted a “massive” game up front.

“We know that the French always love that scrum battle.
It’s a big part of their club rugby scene over here and
international mindset, to win that scrum battle,” the 34-
year-old loosehead prop said. “They’re passionate and
physical in the way they play so we’ll definitely have to

be sure to step things up. “Last year was a massive Test,
it went right down to the wire and we had to really dig
right down to our depths to try and win that Test match.
“The French on their day will beat anyone so we defi-
nitely expect the very best from them this week.”

Whitelock, an ever-present for New Zealand who
played in all seven matches in both the 2011 and 2015
Rugby World Cups the All Blacks won - latterly smash-
ing France 62-13 in the quarter-finals, admitted that a
feisty battle was what ticked the boxes for a grafting
front-five forward. “It’s a great week for us as tight for-
ward members, these are the ones to really savour,” the
29-year-old said. Whitelock acknowledged that his and
Crockett’s time away from the squad for the Barbarians
game had been beneficial.

“We got some really good training in and were
lucky enough to spend some time with our families,” he
said. “Hopefully the guys rejoining the group will bring
an edge.” — AFP
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