
Tuesday, November 7, 2017N e w s

Established 1961 11

Continued from Page 1

The Saudi-Iran rivalry also played out this weekend
in the resignation of Lebanon’s prime minister Saad
Hariri, a protege of Riyadh who said he was stepping
down because of the “grip” of Iran and its ally
Hezbollah on the country. Hezbollah chief Hassan
Nasrallah hit back on Sunday, saying Hariri’s resigna-
tion had been “imposed” by Saudi Arabia. Iran rejected
Hariri’s words as “baseless” and said his resignation
was “designed to create tensions in Lebanon and in the
region”. Hariri, who announced his resignation in
Riyadh, yesterday met Saudi King Salman and
“reviewed the situation in Lebanon”, the state-run
Saudi Press Agency reported.

SPA said four government ministers attended the
meeting, including Jubeir and Minister for Gulf Affairs
Thamer Al-Sabhan, who predicted on Lebanon’s MTV
station last week that “astonishing developments” were
coming for Lebanon. Yesterday’s SPA photos appeared
aimed at dispelling rumors, acknowledged by the press
agency, that the prime minister was being held in Saudi
Arabia against his will. Lebanese President Michel
Aoun, who must accept the resignation for it to be
valid, said in a statement Saturday that he would await
Hariri’s return to consider the matter.

Meanwhile, a helicopter carrying a high-ranking
Saudi prince and other government officials crashed
Sunday in the kingdom’s south, reportedly killing all
eight people aboard. The Saudi Interior Ministry said
early yesterday that the crash happened in Saudi
Arabia’s Asir province as the official took part in a tour
of local projects near Abha, some 160 km from the
border with Yemen. Security officials gave no cause for
the crash, but said a search of the wreckage was
underway. In Yemen, Houthi officials offered no imme-
diate comment on the crash, while the group’s Al-
Masirah satellite news channel reported only that the
crash had occurred.

The Saudi-owned satellite news channel Al-Arabiya,
based in Dubai, reported that the crash killed Prince
Mansour bin Muqrin and seven others. Prince Mansour
was the deputy governor of Asir province. Prince
Mansour was the son of Prince Muqrin bin Abdulaziz,
a former intelligence service director and one-time
crown prince. Prince Muqrin was removed as crown
prince in April 2015 by his half-brother King Salman in
favor of Prince Mohammed bin Nayef, a counterterror-
ism czar and interior minister. But in June, King Salman
also ousted Prince Mohammed in favor of the king’s
32-year-old son, the now-Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman, as first in line to the throne.

The kingdom is in the midst of an unprecedented
purge of its upper ranks, with dozens of senior figures
arrested at the weekend, as Crown Prince Mohammed
consolidates his hold on power. Prince Mohammed, who
is also defense minister, is seen as a key supporter of the
intervention in Yemen. The campaign of mass arrests
widened yesterday after a top entrepreneur was report-
edly held in the biggest anti-corruption purge of the
kingdom’s affluent elite in its modern history. 

King Salman yesterday swore in new officials to
take over from a powerful prince and former minister
believed to be detained in the sweep. SPA released
images of the king swearing in new National Guard
chief Prince Khalid bin Ayyaf Al-Muqrin and new
Economy and Planning Minister Mohammad Al-
Tuwaijri. Prince Miteb bin Abdullah, who for the past
four years had led the National Guard, and Adel
Fakeih, who was minister of economy since April, were
both reportedly arrested. Prince Miteb was once con-
sidered a contender for the throne. 

Prominent Saudi columnist Jamal Kashoggi
applauded the campaign, but warned: “He is imposing
very selective justice.” “The crackdown on even the
most constructive criticism - the demand for complete

loyalty with a significant ‘or else’ - remains a serious
challenge to the crown prince’s desire to be seen as a
modern, enlightened leader,” he wrote in the
Washington Post. “The buck stops at the leader’s door.
He is not above the standard he is now setting for the
rest of his family, and for the country.”

The Saudi stock index initially fell 1.5 percent in
early trade but closed effectively flat, which asset man-
agers attributed to buying by government-linked
funds. Al Tayyar Travel plunged 10 percent in the
opening minutes after the company quoted media
reports as saying board member Nasser bin Aqeel al-
Tayyar had been detained in the anti-corruption drive.
Saudi Aseer Trading, Tourism and Manufacturing and
Red Sea International separately reported normal
operations after the reported detentions of board
members Abdullah Saleh Kamel, Khalid Al-Mulheim
and Amr Al-Dabbagh. Saudi banks have begun freez-
ing suspects’ accounts, sources told Reuters.

Dozens of people have been detained in the crack-
down, which have alarmed much of the traditional
business establishment. Billionaire Prince Alwaleed bin
Talal, Saudi Arabia’s best-known international investor,
is also being held. The attorney general said yesterday
detainees had been questioned and “a great deal of
evidence” had been gathered. “Yesterday does not
represent the start, but the completion of Phase One of
our anti-corruption push,” Saud Al-Mojeb said.
Probes were done discreetly “to preserve the integrity
of the legal proceedings and ensure there was no flight
from justice.”

Investigators had been collecting evidence for three
years and would “continue to identify culprits, issue
arrest warrants and travel restrictions and bring
offenders to justice”, anti-graft committee member
Khalid bin Abdulmohsen Al-Mehaisen said. The front
page of leading Saudi newspaper Okaz challenged
businessmen to reveal the sources of their assets, ask-
ing: “Where did you get this?” Another headline from
Saudi-owned al-Hayat warned: “After the launch (of
the anti-corruption drive), the noose tightens,
whomever you are!” A no-fly list has been drawn up
and security forces in some Saudi airports were bar-
ring owners of private jets from taking off without a
permit, pan-Arab daily Al-Asharq Al-Awsat said.

The moves consolidate Prince Mohammed’s control
of the internal security and military institutions, which
had long been headed by separate powerful branches
of the ruling family. Consultancy Eurasia Group said
the “clearly politicized” anti-corruption campaign was
a step towards separating the Al Saud family from the
state: “Royal family members have lost their immunity,
a long standing golden guarantee”. Yet many analysts
were puzzled by the targeting of technocrats like
Fakieh and prominent businessmen on whom the king-
dom is counting to boost the private sector and wean
the economy off oil. — Agencies 
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Law enforcement later found Kelley dead in his car,
which had crashed on the Wilson-Guadalupe county
line. Authorities said they believe the gunman fatally
shot himself. “At this time we believe that he had a self-
inflicted gunshot wound,” Tackitt told CBS News.
Multiple weapons were found in the car, which was
processed by bomb technicians. “We have multiple,
multiple crime scenes. We have the church, outside the
church. We have where the suspect’s vehicle was locat-
ed,” said Martin. “We have been following up on the
suspect and where he’s from. We have Texas Rangers at
all the hospitals locating those and interviewing those
who were injured.”

“There’s so many families who have lost family mem-
bers. Fathers, mothers, sons, and daughters,” Governor
Greg Abbott said, warning the toll could rise. “The
tragedy, of course, is worsened by the fact that it
occurred in a church, a place of worship, where these
people were innocently gunned down. We mourn their
loss, but we support their family members.” The wounded
had been transported to various hospitals with “injuries
that vary from minor to very severe,” Martin said. 

The dead included the 14-year-old daughter of pas-
tor Frank Pomeroy, the church leader told ABC News.
Annabelle Renee Pomeroy “was one very beautiful,
special child,” her father said. Frank Pomeroy had been
in the neighboring state of Oklahoma at the time of the
shooting, and was driving back to Texas after the

tragedy. Other victims, some of whom were evacuated
by helicopter, included a six-year-old boy named Rylan
who was in surgery after being shot four times, his
uncle told CBS News. A two-year-old was also shot
and wounded, The Dallas Morning News reported. A
spokeswoman for Connally Memorial Medical Center in
nearby Floresville said the hospital received eight
patients with gunshot wounds. Four were transferred to
San Antonio.

Late Sunday mourners held a candlelight vigil for
victims in the tiny town left reeling in the aftermath of
the nation’s latest bloodbath. Trump called the “horrific
shooting” an “act of evil,” ordering flags be flown half-
staff at the White House and federal buildings. “Our
hearts are broken but in dark times - and these are
dark times - such as these, Americans do what they do
best: we pull together,” he said. Though he said “it’s a
little bit soon to go into it” regarding calls for gun con-
trol, the president promised his administration’s “full
support” for the investigation.

As with many other previous shootings, Democrats
pointed to the latest tragedy to highlight the need for
stricter gun control, a hot-button issue in a country that
holds the right to bear arms as almost sacred. In
denouncing the “act of hatred,” Trump’s predecessor
Barack Obama said: “May God also grant all of us the
wisdom to ask what concrete steps we can take to
reduce the violence and weaponry in our midst.”

The shooting comes just over a month after a gun-
man in Las Vegas fired down from a hotel room at an
outdoor concert, killing 58 people and wounding hun-
dreds. It was the deadliest mass shooting in modern US
history. A little more than two years ago, white
supremacist Dylann Roof entered a historically black
church in Charleston, South Carolina, and shot nine
people dead. — Agencies 
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It is the world’s top exporter of liquefied natural gas
(LNG) and its reserves rank third after Russia and Iran.

Qatar staked its claim to prominence on the interna-
tional stage when it was selected in 2010 to host foot-
ball’s World Cup 2022, but Dubai can boast it has
evened the score with its selection in 2013 as host of
Expo 2020. Also in the sports arena, Qatar has since
2011 owned France’s top football club, Paris Saint-
Germain, and paid a whopping $460 million in the sum-
mer for superstars Neymar and Kylian Mbappe. BeIn
Sports, also belonging to Qatar, has exclusive rights to
broadcast matches in Europe’s most highly prized
leagues, adding to the prestige of Qatar’s often contro-
versial satellite news channel Al Jazeera.

The UAE, which in April announced the launch of a
“Soft Power Council” as part of efforts to make itself “a

global example of prestige and excellence”, has also
homed in on the selling power and massive appeal of
sports. Abu Dhabi has since 2009 been a fixture on the
F1 Grand Prix circuit of world motor racing, and
Sheikh Mansour Al-Nahyan, a member of its royal
family, owns Manchester City, which currently sits on
top of the English Premier League. The name of
Dubai’s Emirates airline, as a key sponsor of Arsenal
and Real Madrid, is emblazoned across the replica
football shirts of millions of fans.

Arsenal’s stadium is also named after the carrier, while
the Manchester City ground carries the name of Abu
Dhabi’s airline, Etihad. The UAE-Qatar rivalry has sharp-
ened since June when Abu Dhabi joined a Saudi-led
Arab bloc in severing ties with Doha on the accusation
that it supports extremist groups, a charge denied by
Qatar. In a war of words last month, Qatar accused the
UAE of “petty jealousy” when it appeared to question
the legitimacy of awarding the World Cup 2022 to Doha.

Mathieu Guidere, a Middle East expert and profes-
sor at the University of Paris, said the crisis in the Gulf
showed “the scale of the rivalry between the young
princes of the new generation, which is not a good sign
for the future of the region”.  — AFP 
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news organizations as part of an international collabo-
ration. Navigator Holdings runs a lucrative partnership
with Russian energy giant Sibur, which is partially owned
by Putin’s son-in-law Kirill Shamalov and Gennady
Timchenko, the Russian president’s friend and business
partner who is subject to US sanctions.

The US imposed sanctions on Russian entities and indi-
viduals over the annexation of Crimea and the crisis in
Ukraine. Ross’ private equity firm has been the biggest
shareholder in Navigator, and although his personal share
of the firm’s stake was reduced when he took office in
February, the commerce chief’s investment is still valued at
$2 million to $10 million, according to official filings. The
billionaire investor told Bloomberg on Monday he was not
intending to hold onto his stake: “I’ve been actually selling
it anyway but that isn’t because of this.”

Ross denied any involvement in setting up the Sibur deal,
which he told the BBC was arranged before he joined the
board of Navigator Holdings. “There’s no interlocking of
board, there’s no interlocking of shareholders, I had nothing to
do with the negotiation of the deal,” he said on the sidelines of
a business conference in London. “But most importantly the
company that is our client itself, Sibur, was not then sanc-
tioned, is not now sanctioned, and never was sanctioned in
between. “There’s nothing whatsoever improper,” Ross added.

Yesterday, Russian politicians played down the leaks, say-
ing the deals mentioned were legal and not politically motivat-
ed. In a statement reported by Russian news agencies, Sibur
voiced its “amazement at the politically charged interpretation
in some media of ordinary commercial activity”. The revela-
tions about Bronfman could spell trouble for Trudeau, who
was elected two years ago riding on the coattails of promises
to reduce economic inequality and tax avoidance.

In the case of Queen Elizabeth’s private estate, critics may
question whether it is appropriate for the British head of
state to invest in offshore tax havens. Theresa May’s
spokesman said the British prime minister “wants people to
pay the tax that they owe”, while cautioning that holding off-
shore investments was not an automatic sign of wrongdoing.
“We have been clear that avoidance and evasion is never
acceptable,” he said. — AFP
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RIYADH: Saudi-led coalition spokesman Turki Al-Malki
gives a press conference at the King Salman Airbase on
Sunday. — AFP 


